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In the present Commentary I have endeavoured to follow 
the plan which I sketched in the notes on the Gospel of St 
John in The Speaker's Commentary. It formed no part of 
my design to collect and discuss the conflicting opinions which 
have been held on the structure of the writings or on the 
interpretation of separate passages. Such a labour is indeed 
of the deepest interest and utility; but it appeared to me 
that I might help the student more by giving the results at 
which I have arrived, and by indicating the lines of inquiry 
by which they have been reached. In pursuing this end it 
has been my main desire to call attention to the minutest 
points of language, construction, order, as serving to illustrate 
the meaning of St John. I do not venture to pronounce that 
any variation is trivial or unimportant. The exact words are 
for us the decisive expression of the Apostle’s thought. I 
have therefore, if I may borrow words which have been applied 
in a somewhat different sense, begun by interpreting the 
Epistles as I should ‘interpret any other book’, neglecting 
nothing which might contribute to a right apprehension of 
its full meaning. I do not feel at liberty to set aside the 
letter of a document till it has been found to be untenable. 
Many writings, it is true, will not bear the consistent 


application of. such a method of interpretation; but each 
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day’s study brings home to me more forcibly the conviction 
that in no other way c&n we hope to gain the living truth 
of apostolic teaching. The verification of the method lies in 
the result. If it discloses to patient investigation unsuspected 
harmonies and correspondences of thought: if it suggests 
good reasons for holding that views of faith which seem to be 
conflicting are really complementary : if it inspires with a vital 
power dogmatic statements which grow rigid by the necessi- 
ties of controversy: if it opens on this side and that subjects 
of study which await fuller investigation: if it enables us 
to feel that the difficulties of our own time were not unnoticed 
by those who, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, saw the 
Kternal: if it brings a sense of rest and confidence which grows 
firmer with increasing knowledge: then it seems to me that 
it needs no further justification. 

It cannot but be that I have often erred in the applica- 
tion of the principles which I hold; but no one, I trust, will 
condemn the method till he has tested it by personal labour. 
A few hours spent in tracing out the use of a word or a 
form, in comparing phrases often held to be synonymous, in 
estimating the force of different tenses of the same verb in 
regard to the contexts in which they are found, will bring 
assurance which no acceptance of another’s work can give. 
Several notes in which I have sought to bring together materials 
serviceable for such inquiries will at least, I hope, encourage 
some to make the trial for themselves. 

The study of Scripture is, I believe, for us the way by 
which God will enable us to understand His present revelation 
through history and nature. When once we can feel the 
divine power of human words, which gather in themselves 
the results of cycles of intellectual discipline, we shall be pre- 
pared to pass from the study of one book to the study of 
‘the Divine Library’. And the inquiries which thus come 
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before us are not mere literary speculations. The fulness of — 
the Bible, apprehended in its historical development, answers 
to the fulness of life. If we can come to see in it the variety, 
the breadth, the patience of the past dealings of God with 
humanity, we shall gain that courageous faith from a view 
of the whole world which is commonly sought by confining 
our attention to a little fragment of it. 

The Bible is indeed the symbol and the pledge of the 
Catholicity of our Faith ; and the real ‘understanding of the 
Bible rests upon the acknowledgment of its Catholicity, of the 
universal range in which it includes in its records typical 
examples of the dealings of God with men under every variety 
of circumstance and being, social and personal. We are all so 
familiar with certain lessons which the Bible contains that we 
come to regard them, perhaps unconsciously, as the complete 
sum of its teaching. Special words, phrases, incidents, inspire 
our own souls and mould our own faith, and we forget that 
we are not the measure of the wants and powers of man. So 
it is that we pass over large sections of Scripture unstudied, 
or force them into unison with what we hear most easily, 
We neglect to take account of periods of silence in revelation 
scarcely less eloquent with instruction than the messages of 
prophets. We lose just those helps to knowing how God 
disciplines races, classes, individuals, who are most unlike 
ourselves, which we need sorest when we look on the sad 
spectacle of a disordered and divided world. 

This Catholicity of the Bible is made more impressive by the 
fact that the Bible is in a large degree historical. It has pleased 
God to reveal Himself in and through life; and the record of 
the revelation is literary and not dogmatic. From first to last 
God is seen in the Bible conversing with man. He speaks to 
man as man can hear, and man replies as he can use the gift of 


the Spirit. But word and answer alike are according to the 
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truth of life. All that has been written for us has been part of 
real human experience, and therefore it has an unending value. 
Thus in the main the Bible is the continuous unfolding in 
many parts and many ways of the spiritual progress of mankind. 
It may be a law, a narrative, a prophecy, a psalm, a proverb, 
but im each case it comes from life and enters into life; it be- 
longs to a distinct epoch; it is only in its vital context, so to 
speak, that it can be perfectly understood. 

In this long series of spiritual records the first Epistle of St 
John probably holds the last place. It is probably the final 
interpretation of the whole series of the divine revelations; and 
under this aspect it proclaims and satisfies the highest hope of 
man. It declares that in the Presence of Christ there has been 
given and there will be given that knowledge of God for which 
man was made, issuing in fellowship which is realised here in 
the Christian Society, and which reaches to the Source of all 
life. In this consummation the past finds accomplishment, and 
the sufferings and riddles of the present are shewn to be part of 
a sovereign counsel which passes beyond our sight. As we look 
back and look forward in the light thus thrown over the world 
we can work and wait. 

The Son of God is come and hath gwen us an understanding 
that we may know Him that is true, and we are in Him that is 
true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: yea, and our fellowship 
1s with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 


Though I am quite unable to acknowledge or even to distin- 
guish in detail my obligations to earlier writers in the course of 
@ work which has been spread over more than thirty years, I 
cannot refrain from expressing my gratitude to three com- 
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mentators who have helped me greatly in different ways. 
Bengel’s notes always serve as a kind of standard of spiritual 
insight; and there is no one from whom I differ on a serious 
question of interpretation with more regret or more misgiving. 
Huther (4th edition, 1880) has given a most careful review of 
the opinions of previous editors to which I have been much 
indebted in revising my own notes. And Haupt has drawn 
at length a connected view of the Epistle which brings out into 
a clear light its theological significance. On many points of 
importance I am unable to accept his conclusions, but no one, I 
think, has shewn more impressively the true spirit of an inter- 
preter of the New Testament. 


There is a feeling of sadness in looking at that which must 
stand with all its imperfections as the accomplishment of a 
dream of early youth. The work might have answered better 
to the opportunity. But however greatly I have failed in other 
respects, I trust that at least I may have been allowed to en- 
courage some students to linger with more devout patience, with 


more frank questionings than before, over words of St JOHN. 


CAMBRIDGE, 
June 22, 1883. 
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I. THE TWO EMPIRES: THE CHURCH AND THE 


ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 


p- 13, col. b, 1. 5 from bottom, add 
A. THE PROBLEM OF LIFE AND THOSE TO WHOM IT IS PROPOSED (i. 5— 
ii. 17). 
Pp. 37, l. 9 from bottom, for 39 read 29, 
p. 38, l. 8 from bottom, for 2 John i. 9 read Johni. 209. 
p. 127, 1. 12, for form read force. 


Add the following readings below the text : 
i. 6 éav+rydp A. 
i. g om. jyuas C. 
li. 8 oxida A. 
ii. 27 om. kal Kabds. 


li. 28 év 7H wap. ad. dm’ adrov &. 





INTRODUCTION 
TO THE FIRST EPISTLE. 





ie EXT: 


THE text of the Epistle is contained in the following authorities : 


1. Greek MSS. 
(a) Primary uncials : 
S, Cod. Sin. sec. ry. 
A, Cod. Alex. see. v. 
B, Cod. Vatic. sec. Iv. 


C, Cod. Ephr. see. v. from i, 1—iv. 2 é« rod Geod, 


Secondary uncials : 
K, Cod. Mosq. see. 1x. 
L, Cod. Angel. seec. 1x. 
P, Cod. Porphyr. see, 1x. 


(B) Curses. More than two hundred in number, including 
13 (Cod. Colbert. sec. x1.=33 Gosp.), and 31 (Cod. 
Leicestr. sec. XIV. =69 Gosp.). 


D, Codex Bezce, sec. vi., has lost 67 leaves after Mark xvi. 15 
(Gk.), in which there can be no doubt that the Epistle was con- 
tained, for after this gap follows the Latin translation of 3 John 
1i—15. The Book of the Acts comes immediately afterwards. 


2. VERSIONS. 
(a) Latin. Old Latin. 
A large and important fragment, iii. 8—end, has 
been published by L. Ziegler (1876) from a 
Munich MS. (cent. vir.), which gives an African 
text closely akin to that of Fulgentius (quoted as 
F or Fris.). 


Authori- 
ties in 
which the 
Hpistle is 
contained. 


XVI TEXT. 
A nearly complete text of a different (Italic ?) 
type has been preserved by Augustine in his 
Expository discourses on the Epistle (i. 1—v. 12). 
Many other fragments are preserved in quota- 


tions. : 


Vulgate Latin (V. lat. vg and vg). 
(B) Syriac. 

Peshito (syr. vg). 

Harclean (syr. hi). 


(y) Egyptian. 
Memphitic (Coptic) (me). 
Thebarc (Sahidic) (the). 
To these may be added the Armenian and the thiopic’. 


Character The text does not present many difficult problems (ii. 20 ; iv. 3; 

Peo, 10). It was exposed to far fewer disturbing influences than that 
of the Gospels. There were no parallel texts or parallel traditions 
at hand (unless probably in iv. 3) to supply additions to the 
original words, or modifications of their form. The utmost amount 
of variation likely to find favour with critics of the most opposite 
schools is practically of very small extent, and, though no variation 
is without real significance, of comparatively small moment. 

Collation In the following table I have set down all the changes from the 

es text of Stephens (1550) which I have adopted generally in accord- 

BBoo: ance with the clear balance of the most ancient authority. The 


reader will be able to judge of their importance. 


i, 3 add kat’ vutv, also to you (SABC). 
4 yp. types, write we (NA*B), for yp. duiv, we write to you. 
7) X- Npav, owr joy (NB), for 7 x. Judv (AC), your joy (doubtful). 
5 €or avry (NBO), for adry éoriv (A), 
ayyehia, message (NAB), for exayyehia (C), promise. 


I have given below the text a mary, though it shews clearly the 
fairly complete view of the readings of sources of the later texts, cannot su- 


the primary uncials and of the most _persede the study of a full apparatus 
ancient versions, but this limited sum- _criticus, 


iil. 


TEXT. X1X 


ovk éotw év adrd (B), for év adté ov éorw (NAC). 


7 ‘Inood, Jesus (NBC), omit Xpurrod, Christ. 


4. add ore’ éyvoxa (NAB). 
6 om. ovtw’ repi. (AB) to walk, for so to walk. 
7 ayarnrot, Beloved (NABC), for adecdpoi, Brethren. 
om. am apyys (2°) (SABC), ye heard, for ye heard from the 
beginning. 
13 €ypaa, I wrote (SABC), for ypape, I wrate. 
18 om. 0’ ayrixpiotos (S* BC). 
19 é€ ypav nooy (BC), for joay e& nuar. 
20 oldare mavres (B), ye all know, for xat oiSare ravta, and ye 
know all things (doubtful). 
23 add 6 omodoydv tov viov Kal tov mwatépa exer (NABC), he that 
confesseth the Son hath the Father also. 
24 om. ovy (NABC), therefore. 
27 pever ev viv (8(A)BOC), for év duty pévet. 
TO avtovd xpiopa ((8)BC), his unction, for to avre xp. the same 
unction. 
pévete ((8)ABC), abide, for pevetre, ye shall abide. 
28 édvy (SABC), 2f he shall, for orav, when he shall. 
oxdpev (SABC), for éyopev. 


1 add kal éowév (SABC), and such we are. 
2 om. dé (NABC), but. 
5 om. yudy (AB), sins, for owr sins. 
13 om. pov (SABC), brethren, for my brethren. 
14 om. tov adeAdov (NAB), he that loveth not, for he that loveth 
not his brother. 
16 Octvor (SABC) for riPévar. 
18 om. pov (NABC), little children, for my little children. 
add 77’ yAdooy (ABC). 
add. év’ épyw (SABC). 
19 & Tovrw yvoodpeba (om. kat AB, yrwodpueba NABC), in this 
we shall perceive, for and in this we perceive. ! 


Tv Kapdtay (A*B), our heart, for rds x. our hearts. 


XxX 


iv. 


TEXT. 
21 om. nav (twice) (1. AB, 2. BC). 


22 am avrov (SABC) for rap avrov. 


3 om. Xpuordv ev capki éhyndvOdra (AB), Christ come in flesh. 

10 yyary}Kapev (B), have loved, for nyarjoopev, loved (doubtful). 
12 év npiv éoriy (SB) for éorly ev nyiv. 

15 add Xpucrds (B), Christ (doubtful). 

16 add péve (NB), God abideth (doubtful). 

19 om. avréy (AB), we love, for we love him. 


20 ov (NB) for ds, cannot love, for how can he love * 


I om. kai (B), also. 

2 toubpev (B), do, for rnpapev, keep. 

5 tis éorw Sé (B), but who is? for who is? (doubtful). 

6 om. 6 (NAB), Jesus Christ, for Jesus the Christ. 

add év’ 76 aip. and im the blood, for and the blood. 

6,7 om. év 76 ovpavd...ev TH yh (NAB), in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost ; and these three are one. And 
there are three that bear witness in earth. 

9 ort (NAB), that, for jv, which. 

10 avTé or aire for éavrd. 

11 0 Ocos nytv (B), for nuiv o Beds. 

13 Wwa...aidviov, Tots Tiot....eod (N*B) for rots miot....Peod, tva. 
aidviov, that ye may know that ye have eternal life, even unto 
you that believe on the name of the Son of God, for unto 
you...God, that ye may...life. 

om. Kat Wva mot, «is TO Ov. TOD viod Tod Heod (NAB), and that 
ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

15 6 éay for 6 av. 

am avtov (NB) for rap’ avrod. 

18 rypet avrov (A*B), keepeth him, for rypet éavrov, keepeth 
himself. 

20 ywdokopev (NAB) for ywewdoxoper. 

om. 7 (NAB). 
21 éaurd (X*B) for éavtovs. 


om. *Apayv (SAB). 


TEXT. XXL 


To these may be added a few variations which are more or less 
probable : 


il, 2 pdvev (B) for povor. 

IO ovk éorw év aire (order) (NAC). 

25 vutv (B) for nptv. 

29 add xat was (SAC). 

lil. 7 matdia (AC) rexvia, 

23 muotevomev (NAC) for moredowper. . 
iv. 2 éAndAvOéven (B) for édydrvOora. 

3 Aver for ju7) Opodoyet. 

v. 6 pove (B) for pdvor. 

In v. ro it may be questioned whether 6 py miotedwy should not 
stand absolutely, 7@ eG and 7@ vié being two attempts to define the 
sense. 

It will be seen that there is in the majority of cases a clear Superior- 
preponderance if not a complete agreement of the most ancient eae: 
Greek MSS. for the reading adopted. The mass of later Greek oe ees 
MSS. give in most cases the reading which is rejected, but not 
unfrequently they are fairly divided between the rival readings 
feng. U4, 7, 13,°23, 243 lie 1, 13, 16, &e.), The-reading of the 
most ancient Greek MSS. is generally supported by important 
representatives of the early versions and by some later MSS. But 
in a very few cases a reading is taken on small ancient authority 
alone which would be inadequate if the reading were considered 
by itself (iv. 10, 155; v. 5). 

But not to enter now into the details of evidence it will be 
evident upon a consideration of the contexts that the most ancient 
reading gives in very many cases that shade of colouring to the 
passage which at once approves itself to be original (e.g. i. 7 ; ti. 7, 

Ig, 273 iii, 1, 2, 5, 143 iv. 3, 19; v. 6, 18). In other cases the 
most ancient reading easily explains the origin of the recent reading 
while the converse change is unintelligible (e.g. 11. 23; Vv. 135 see 


Bicol. Asia 4, 13, 18, 20-24, 27,.295 iil. 13,185 7¥. 25.9), In 


xxii THX 


one place only (iv. 20) does the reading of the more recent type of 
Greek MSS. appear at first sight to be intrinsically more likely. 

The variants offer good examples of conflate readings (ii. 15 Tov 
cod Kal warpés; comp. 3 John 12 to avris THs éxkAnoias Kal THs 
adnbetas) ; of omissions by homeoteleuton (ii. 27 fo. 47.16, 2b Vale 
and especially ii, 23); of the addition and omission of the final Nn, 
represented by a line over the vowel (ii. 13, 14); of itacism (iv. 2). 

The text of The text of B is, as elsewhere, of paramount excellence. It 
et Nas: appears to be in error in very few cases ; 


ave 


i, 2 +07 éwpaxapev. - 
ii, 14 70 aw apyxips. 
25 viv, comp. ili, 1. 
27 Xdpio pa. 
ili, 21 éxeu. 
Some of the readings which it gives are more or less doubtful : 
ii, 2 povev, Comp. v. 6. | 
14 om. TOD Jeod. 
24 om. év before 7 rarpi. 
27 aAAd for GAN’ os. 
29 om. kai. 
iii, 15 €avrod for avrod. 
23 TLOTELTWPLED. 
iv. 2 eAndvdevar, 
10 HyamHKapev, 
15 add Xpiortos. 
v. 5 tls eorw 06 
6 povw. Comp. il. 2. 
It is not, as far as I can judge, ever in error (unless in iii, 7) 
when it is supported by some other primary uncial or version : 
i. 5 ovk éorw ev ov7G B 13 31 syr. vg me the. 
ii. 6 om. otrws AB syr. vg latt the. 
20 om. Kai (2°) B the. 


mavtes SB the, 


THX Xxlii 


iii, 5 om. yudv AB 13 lat.vg syr, hl me. 
19 om. «ai (1°) AB lat. vg syr. hl me. 
mv kapdiav A*B syr. vg the. 
21 om. yudv (1°) AB 13. 
om, ypdv (2°) BC. 
iv. 30m. Xp. évo. é&. AB lat.vg me. 
12 év nuiv éoriv SB. 
19g om. avrév AB (the). 
20 ov dvvarau NB syr. hl the. 


v. I om, kai (2°) B 13 (lat. vg) the. 
2 todpev B lat. vg syr me the. 
18 avrov A*B, 


(iv. 21 is not a case in point.) 


The text of % contains many errors some of which remain un- The text of 
S A Cod. Sin. 
corrected, and not a few peculiar false readings : S 
i. 3 O axyk. cat éwp. kat amayyérd. 
5 0 amayye\uas corrected to 9 aydary THs émayyeX tas. 
ii. 3 dvdagwpmev (17 m.). 
4 om. éy TovTw, 
9 GX. TOD Oeod. 
8 ad. Kal év. 
9g piody, Wevotyns éotw Kal év 7. OK. 
13 70 zovnpov. Comp. v. 8 tov ad.; V. I. 
> ve . 
24 axnkoarte (twice). 
ev TO 7. Kal é€v TO VIO. 
26 radra Oé. 
27 mvedpa (1* m.). 
adnOys. 
28 om, kal vbv...a0TO. 
> lal > 9" > > an 
év Th Tap. a. ar avrovd, 
ili, 5 oldaper. 
> ” : > A 
ovk é, év adTa. 


14 peraBeBnxev. 


XxIV TEXT. 


21 adeApot. 


> tA 
22 aitwpela, 


ee 


iv. 2 ywowoKoper. 

3 Ott aKyK. OTL. 
Op. Inootv Kipiov. Comp. t Cor. xil, 3. 

8 om. 6 jx) ay....dedv (17 m.): om. Tov O. (3°). 

9 Caper. 

17 pe ypav ev npiv. 

TH ayary THS Kp. 
ecopeba, 


20 om. Ott. 


v. 1 70 yeyevyypévoy. Comp. v. 20; il. 13. 
7 ob Tpets. : 
9 TH papt. Tov Heod (1* m.). 


10 éwaptupyKer. 
> > 7, 
OUK ETLOTEUKEV. 


20 To aAnOwov (1* m.). 


In several cases it has false readings in common with A and 
with © respectively : 

NA. 

iii. 21 add nav after cataywdokn. 


v. 6 add kal rvevparos after aiwaros. 


XC. 
i, g add yor after duaptias (2°). 
ii. 6 add ottws. 
iii. 5 add quar after apaprtias. 
Il érayyedia, 
13 add kad. 
19 add kat. 


21 add yudv after Kapdia. 
ON of The text of A, which represents a far more ancient type in this 
Od, ACN, : . ° 
AS Epistle than in the Gospels, contains many peculiar readings, in 
which it has often the support of the Vulgate : 


i. 


iil. 


iv. 


1. 


TEXT. 
6 édv + yap. 
7 pet avrod (some lat). 
2 éor. iX. lat. vg. 
8 oxida. 
év avr. aA. 
27 om. Kai before xabus, 


20 om. ore 2°, lat. vg me the. 


23 T@ ov. avrov "I. X. 


6 év rovTw lat. vg me the, 
7 add tov Oeov. 
8 od yuwdoket. 
-) ~ > , 
IO éxetvos for avtos. e 
ct - nw 
15 ofodoyy. 
16 miorevopev (lat. vg) me. 
19 add ovyv lat. vg. 
6 Geos for autos lat. vg. 


21 amo Tov Geod lat. vg. 


6 mvevpare for afuare. 

10 add rod Geod lat. vg me. 
7@ vio lat. vg. 
OvK ériorevoer. 

II avry éotiv x &. 

14 ovoua for OéAnpa. 

16 py apapt. apy. wy mp. 6. 

20 ddnOuwov Géov lat. ve me. 


om. “Iycot Xpiore@ lat. vg. 


The peculiar readings of C have no appearance of genuineness : 


4 add in fin. év ypiv. 


9 om, yMaGs. 


li. 21 om. wav. 


ill, 


iy. 


20 Kupwos (for Geds). 


2 Xpuorov “Iycodv. 


W. Cc 


XXV 


. The text of 
Cod, Eph. 
Cc. 


XXV1 Thx 


In several places it gives a correction which was adopted widely : 


‘es 


i, 3 0m. o¢. 
5 erayyedia, 
ii. 4 Om. ort. 
lil. 14 add rov adeAdov. —* 
The Latin The Vulgate Latin Version is for the most part very close to 
Vulgate. early Greek text. It represents however in some cases readings 
which are not now noted from Greek MSS. : 
ii. 1 sed et sv: xal éay dé (Did). 
12 remittuntur (? adiovrat). 
iii. 17 gut habuerit: om. dé 
iv. 3 qui solvit (Ava) Jesum Christum. 
hic est antichristus, quod. 
4 eum: avrov. 
16 caritati + Der. 
vy. 6 Christus for ro mvedpa. 
7 unum sunt for «is To ev eiow. 
9 test. Det + quod majus est. 
15 et scimus (N*A omit Kal éav). 
Other readings are preserved in some later copies : 
ll, 10 im nobis non est. 
27 maneat: pevera. 
ii. 6 + et omnis. 
16 + Dei. 
iv. 2 cognoscitur: yvecKerat. 
v. 16 scit: €idy. 
ut roget quis: iva épwrnon tes 
17 om. ov. 
Tt agrees with 8 alone in ii. 8 (+ e¢ im ipso), and with B 31* in 
i. 25 (vobis). 
Some peculiarities of order may perhaps represent real variations : 
i. 9 fidelis et custus est. 


li, 5 verbum ewus. 


TAXT, XXVil 


iv. 3 nunc iam in mundo est. 
12 vidit umquam. 


17 nobiscum caritas. 
In three places ‘ sicut est’ represents ws, KaOws, i. 7; ili. 3, 7. 


Variations in other passages may be simply due to interpretation : 
l. 4 scripsimus, li. 18 nune autem, id. 20 sed vos, iii. 19 swademus, 
lv. 20 videt (2). 

The peculiarities of interpretation in the followimg places are 
worthy of remark. Many of them are touched upon afterwards; 


1 3 ut. «sth. 


ii, 2 pro totius mundi [peccatis]. 

16 cone. carnis est...que non est. 

21 non...quasr ignorantibus...sed quasi screntibus.. . 
lll. 1 wt nominemur et simus. 

Io gui non est iustus. 

14 translati swmus. 
Vv. 4 que vince. 

15 guas postulamus. 

16 petit. 

18 generatio dei ( 4 yévvyots Tod Oeod). 


20 ut cognoscamus...ut simus. 


But caution is necessary in constructing the Greek text which 
the version represents. The same words are not always rendered 
in the same way in like contexts. Thus rapdyera: is rendered 
transverunt in ii. 8 and transibit (transit) (though both forms may 
possibly represent transit) in ii, 17; typety is rendered in three 
consecutive verses by observare, custodire, servare (ii. 3, 4, 5); pos 
is rendered by lua (i. 5,7; ii. 9), and by lumen (ii. 7, 10) ; yevaoo- 
pev in the same connexion is translated scimus (ii. 3, 5, 18; iii. 24), 


cognoscimus (iii. 19; iv. 6; v. 2), and itellegimus (iv. 13). 


XxVill 


Titles in 
MSS. 


The title 
Catholic. 


TITLE. 


Il, TITLE. 


In Cod. Vat. B and Cod. Alea, A the title is simply “Iwavov 
(-dvvov) a, Of John 1. In Cod. Sin. & this is further defined 
I, émurrodn a, The first Epistle of John; and in Cod. Angelicus L 
(sec. 1X.) it becomes émctoAn) Kabodicy Tod aylov arogtohov *L, The 
Catholic Epistle of the holy Apostle John; while Cod._ Porphyr. P 
(sec. 1X.) gives “I. rod evayyeArorod kal droo[toAov éxiotoAy| a, The 
first Epistle of John the Evangelist and Apostle. 

One heading from a later MS. (£**) is worth quoting: Ppovris 
vids “I. rdSe xpiotiavoiow, A son of thunder [saith] these things to 
Christians. 

The Epistle is commonly spoken of as ériatoAn KafoduKy, 6a 
catholic, general, epistle.’? The meaning of the epithet is well given 
by Cicumenius (see. x.). KafoXrxat A€yovrar adrat otovel éyxdKAtot. 
Od yap adupiopevos Over &vi 7) ode ws o Oetos Tatddos, ofov “Pwpai- 
ous 7) KopwOiows, rporduwvet Tavtas Tas émioToAds 6 TGY TOLOUTwWY TOD 
kupiov pabytav Oiacos, GAA Kafddov rots muctois, Fret “lovdaiors Tots 
év rH Svaczopa, ws Kat o Tlérpos, ) Kal acu Tols bro THY adlTHY TioTW 
Xproriavots reAotow (Preaef. ad Comm. m Hp. Jac.). 

The word occurs in this connexion from the close of the second 
century onwards. Thus Clement of Alexandria (Strom. Iv. ¢. 15, 
§ 99, p. 606 P.) speaks of the letter contained in Acts xv. 23 ff. as 
n erioTo\n y KabodtKy) Tov -arooTéhwy amrdvTwV,,.dvakouicbeioa eis 
Tovs motos... Origen uses the epithet of the First Epistle of St Peter 
(cf. Euseb. H. #. vi. 25), 1 John, Jude (in the Latin translation), 
and of the (apocryphal) letter of Barnabas (c. Cels. 1. 63). So also 
the word is used of letters with a general application (though spe- 
cially addressed) which made no claim to canonical authority (Euseb. 
H. E. 1v. 23; comp. v. 18). 

In this sense the word was appropriately applied to the letters 
of James, 1 Peter, 1 John, which formed the centre of the collection 
of non-Pauline Epistles. It. was then extended to 2 Peter and Jude, 


TITLE. XX1X 


which are perfectly general in their address; and so (less accurately) 
to 2, 3 John, which were taken in close connexion with 1 John. 

By a singular error the group of letters was called in the later The title 
Western Church ‘canonical’ (canonice) in place of ‘catholic.’ pies lt 
Junilius (¢. A.D. 550) had spoken of the letters of James, 2 Peter, 

Jude, 2, 3 John as added by very many to the collection of Canonical 
books (que apostolorum Canonice nuncupantur). COassiodorus fol- 
lowing shortly afterwards adopted the epithet apparently as a pecu- 
liar title of the whole group (de inst. div. Litt. 8), though he extends 
it also to the whole collection of apostolic epistles. From him it 
passed into common use in this limited sense (comp. Deer. Gelas. 


§ 6 wv. Ul. Hist. of N. T. Canon, p. 572). 


III. FORM. 


In catalogues of the Books of the New Testament the writing The 


is always called a ‘letter,’ but the question arises In what sense can Toe 
it be so called? It has no address, no subscription ; no name is con- SPecific 
2 z marks of 


tained in it of person or place: there is no direct trace of the @ letter; 
author, no indication of any special destination. In these respects 

it is distinguished from the Epistle of St James and from the 
Epistles to the Ephesians and to the Hebrews, which come nearest 

toit. The Epistle of St James ends abruptly, but it has a formal 
salutation. The Epistle to the Ephesians has a salutation, though 

it is probable that in different copies the names of different 
churches were inserted, and it has a formal close: the Epistle 

to the Hebrews has a formal close with several personal details. 

The writing of St John is destitute of all that is local or special. 

But while this is so, the writing is at the same time instinct but is full 
from first to last with intense personal feeling. The author is not ad anes, 
dealing with abstractions but with life and living men. He is SAID, 
bound to them and they to him: the crown of his joy and their 
joy is the fulness of their faith (i. 4). He appeals to them as 
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The au- 
thorship 
insepara- 
ble from 
that of the 
Gospel. 


FORM. 


one who is acquainted both with their position and with their 
history (ii. 12 ff.). on 

He speaks in teaching and in counsel with the directness of 
personal experience (i. 1 ff.). He has a clear view of the dangers 
and of the strength of those whom he addresses (ii. 12 ff ; 7, 22, 27 ; 
iii. 2,13 f.; iv. 1, 4 ff; v.13, 18 ff.). But all individual relation- 
ship and sympathy is seen in the light of a fellowship spiritual and 
eternal to which it is contributory. 

Thus perhaps we can best look at the writing not as a Letter 
called out by any particular circumstances, but as a Pastoral 
addressed to those who had been carefully trained and had lived 
long in the Faith; and, more particularly, to those who were 
familiar either with the teaching contained in the Fourth Gospel 
or with the record itself. The substance of the Gospel is a com- 
mentary on the Epistle: the Epistle is (so to speak) the condensed 
moral and' practical application of the Gospel. 


IV. AUTHORSHIP, DATE, PLACE OF WRITING. 


The question of the authorship of the Epistle cannot be dis- 
cussed as an isolated question. The writing is so closely connected 
with the Fourth Gospel in vocabulary, style, thought, scope, that 
these two books cannot but be regarded as works of the same author 
(see § vili)’. The proofs which are given elsewhere to establish 
the fact that the Fourth Gospel was written by the Apostle 
St John extend to the Epistle also. Every paragraph of the 
Epistle reveals to the student its underlying dependence upon the 
record preserved in the Gospel. The teaching which it conveys 
is in every part the outcome of the life which is quickened by the 
Evangélist’s witness to Christ. It is not that the author of the 


1 The arguments which have been the books were not detached from life 
alleged to support the opinion that the and criticised without regard to their 
Books were by different authors, do main characteristics. Huther has ex- 
not seem to me to need serious exami- amined them in detail. inl. § 3. 
nation. They could not be urged if 
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Epistle directly uses the materials contained in the Gospel: he 
has found in them his starting-point and his inspiration, but at 
once he goes on to deal independently with problems which are 
before him. 

A single illustration will suffice to shew the general relations The con- 
of the two Books. Let any one compare the Introduction to the iceacs 
Gospel (John i. 1—18) with the Introduction to the Epistle (1 John pie tre 


one of life 
i. r—4), and it will be seen how the same mind deals with the 20t of ex- 


. ternal de- 
same ideas in different connexions. No theory of conscious imita- pendence. 
tion can reasonably explain the subtle coincidences and differences 
in these two short crucial passages. And here a close comparison 
can be fairly made, because the Evangelist writes in this case not 
as a narrator of the Lord’s words, but in his own person’. 

It may be added that the writer of the Epistle speaks through- 
out with the authority of an apostle. He claims naturally and 
simply an immediate knowledge of the fundamental facts of the 
Gospel (i. 1; iv. 14), and that special knowledge which was pos- | 
sessed only by the most intimate disciples of the Lord (i. 1 éfyAady- 
oap.ev). 

But while the two writings are thus closely connected, there is The rela- 
no sufficient evidence to determine the relative dates of the Epistle be peages: 
and of the Gospel as written. The difference in the treatment of eee 
common topics and in the use of common language leads to no 
certain conclusion. Such variations are sufficiently accounted for 
by the different nature of the two writings; and there is every 
reason to believe that the Fourth Gospel was shaped by the Apostle 
in oral teaching long before it was published or committed to 
writing. It can only be said with confidence that the Epistle pre- 
supposes in those for whom it was composed a familiar acquaintance 
with the characteristic truths which are preserved for us in the 
Gospel. 

The conclusion as to the authorship of the Epistle which is External 


: . : : evidence. 
obtained from internal evidence is supported by external evidence 


2 Compare also i. 3 f., v. 13 with John xx. 31. See § ix. 
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AUTHORSHIP, DATE, PLACE OF WRITING.. 


as strong as the circumstances allow us to expect. It was used by 
Papias (Euseb. H. H. 111-39), by Polycarp (ad Phil. c. 7), and by 
Trenzus, the disciple of Polycarp (111, 16, 18). It is mentioned in 
the Muratorian fragment ‘as received in the Catholic Church,’ ac- 
cording to the more probable rendering, or as ‘reckoned among 
the Catholic Epistles’? It was included in the oldest Versions of 
the East (Syriac) and West (Latin). It was quoted by the earliest 
fathers of Africa and Alexandria, whose writings have been pre- 
served, Tertullian and Clement; and till recent times was ‘ univer- 
sally acknowledged’ (Euseb. H. H. 111. 25 ; Hieron. de virr, ill. 9). 

There is no direct evidence to shew, when and where it was 
written. The circumstances of the Christian Society point clearly 
to a late date, and this may be fixed with reasonable likelihood in 
the last decade of the first century. The later years of St John 
were spent at Ephesus ; and, in the absence of any other indication, 
it is natural to suppose that it was written there. 

The specific form of false teaching which is directly condemned 
in the Epistle (iv. 3) suggests the same conclusion. Cerinthus, 
who is known to have maintained it, taught in Asia Minor at the 
end of the first century, and is placed by tradition in immediate 
connexion with St John (comp. § vi). 


VY. DESTINATION. 


This being so, it seems to follow that the writing was addressed 
primarily to the circle of Asiatic Churches, of which Ephesus was 
the centre, Universal tradition and such direct evidence as there is 
from Asiatic writings alike confirm this view. Nor is there any 
evidence against it, for the strange statement which gained currency 
through Augustine (Quest. Hvang. 11. 39) that the Epistle was ad- 
dressed ‘to the Parthians’ (epistola ad Parthos) is obviously a 
blunder, and is wholly unsupported by any independent authority’, 

* Superscripti Johannis duas in * In one Latin MS., referred to by 


catholica (all. catholicis) habentur. Sabatier, the Epistle is said to bear 
Comp. Hist. of N. I. Canon, p. 537. the title, Epistola ad Sparthos. This 


CHARACTER. 
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The exact destination of the Letter is however of no real 


moment. The colouring is not local but moral; and it offers a 
vivid picture of a Christian Society which is without parallel in the 
New Testament. The storm which St Paul foretold in his Pastoral 
Epistles (2 Tim. iii. 1; iv. 3), and in his address to the Ephesian 
elders (Acts xx. 29 f.), had broken over the Church. Jerusalem 
had been destroyed. The visible centre of the Theocracy had been 
removed. The Church stood out alone as the Body through which the 
Holy Spirit worked among men. And in correspondence with this 
change the typical form of trial was altered. Outward dangers were 
overcome. The world was indeed perilous; but it was rather by 
its seductions than by its hostility. There is no trace of any recent 
or impending persecution. Now the main temptations are from 
within. Perhaps a period of tranquillity gave occasion for internal 
dissensions as well as for internal development. 

Two general characteristics of the Epistle are due to this change 
in the position of the Church, On the one side the missionary work 
of the Society no longer occupies a first place in the Apostle’s 
thoughts ; and on the other, the topics of debate are changed. 

At first sight there is something almost unintelligible in the 
tone in which St John speaks of ‘the world.’ 
out wonder and without sorrow. For him ‘love’ is identical with 


‘love of the brethren.’ 


He regards it with- 


The difficulty however disappears when his 


has led to the conjecture that it was 
originally epistola ad Sparsos (comp. 
1 Pet. i. 1). It is however more pro- 


first Epistle, and then misinterpreted. 
So Cassiodorus extends the title ad 
Parthos to the Epistles of St John 


bable that the title is a corruption of 
mpos map0évovs. Ina fragment of the 
Latin translation of the Outlines of 
Clement of Alexandria, it is said: 
secunda Johannis epistola que ad 
virgines scripta simplicissima est (p. 
toro P.); and a late cursive MS. (62) 
has for the subscription of the second 
Epistle, I. 8 mpés UdpOovs. This title 
may easily have been extended to the 


generally: Epistole Petri ad gentes 
... Johannis ad Parthos (de instit. div. 
litt. xtv.).  Bede’s statement that 
‘Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria,’ 
was ‘among the many ecclesiastical 
writers who affirm that it was written 
to the Parthians’ (Prol. super vit. 
Canon. Epp.), cannot be accepted with- 
out corroborative evidence, 
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point of sight is realised. According to his view, which answers 
to the eternal order of things, the world exists indeed, but more as 
a semblance than as a reality. It is overcome finally and for ever. 
It is on the point of vanishing. This outward consummation is in 
God’s hands. And over against ‘the world’ there is the Church, 
-the organised Christian society, the depository of the Truth and 
the witness for the Truth. By this therefore all that need be done 
to proclaim the Gospel to those without is done naturally and 
effectively in virtue of its very existence. It must overcome the 
darkness by shining. There is therefore no need for eager exhorta- 
tion to spread the word. St Paul wrote while the conflict was 
undecided. St John has seen its close. 

The Jew- This paramount office of the Church to witness to and to embody 


ish con- ; : : 
Senay the Truth, concentrated attention upon the central idea of its mes- 


closed. sage in itself and not in its relation to other systems. The first 
controversies which fill the history of the Acts and St Paul’s 
Epistles are over. There is no trace of any conflict between ad- 
vocates of the Law and of the Gospel, between champions of works 
and faith. The difference of Jew and Gentile, and the question of 
circumcision, have no place in the composition. The names them- 
selves do not occur (yet see 3 John 7). There is nothing even to 
shew to which body the readers originally belonged, for v. 21 cannot 
ae be confined to a literal interpretation, The main questions of 
that of the debate are gathered round the Person and Work of the Lord. On 
Saleen . the one side He was represented as a mere man (Ebionism): on 
the other side He was represented as a mere phantom (Docetism) : 
a third party endeavoured to combine these two opinions, and sup- 
posed that the divine element, Christ, was united with the man 
Jesus at His Baptism and left Him before the Passion (Cerinth- 

ianism). 
The Epistle gives no evidence that St John had to contend with 
Ebionistic error. The false teaching with which he deals is Docetie 
Docetism. and specifically Cerinthian. In respect of the Docetic heresy gene- 
rally Jerome’s words are striking: apostolis adhuc in gseeculo super- 


stitibus, adhuc apud Judeam Christi sanguine recenti, phantasma 
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Domini corpus asserebatur (Dial. adv. Lucifer. § 23). Ignatius 
writes against it in urgent language : 

Ad Trall. 9, 10, Kodabyte otv dtav vuty xwpis “Inood Xpuorod 
Aad tis, ToD ex yévous Aavid, tod é« Mapias, ds adnOds eyevvHby, 
epayév te Kal errev, GANOGs edwwxXOn ext TLovriov WAdrov, ddnbds 
eotravpsOn Kal améfavev...ds Kat ddrynOds yyépOn dad vexpav...Hi 8é, 
@omtep Ties GOeor OvTes...A€yovow TO Soxely wetovOévar adrov adrot 
70 Soxelv dvres, eyo Th depart ; : 

Ad Smyrn. 2, adyPds erabev ws Kat ddyOds avéoryoey éavrdv' 
ovx WoTEep amiotol Twes A€yovow TO Soxely adtrov rerovOévat, adtot 
70 Ooxely ovres. Comp. ce. 1, 5, 12. 

Ad Ephes. 7, ¢is iatpds éotw, capkixds Te Kal TvevpartiKds, “yevvy- 
Tos Kal ayévvytos, év capKi yevopevos Oeds, ev Oavatw Lon adyOu7%}, kat 
ex Mapias kat éx Oeot tpdtov rabyros Kal tore awabys. Comp. c. 18. 

So also Polycarp : 

Ad Phil. c. 7, was yap os dv py opodroyyn “Incoty Xpiorov év capkt 
ehnrvbévar avtixpiords eat’ Kal Os ay pp OmoroyH TO paptipiov Tot 
atavpod ex Tov diaBodov éori’. 

Treneus characterises in particular the opinions of Cerinthus 
very clearly: [Cerinthus] Jesum subjicit non ex Virgine natum, 
impossibile enim hoc ei visum est; fuisse autem eum Joseph et 
Marie filium...et plus potuisse justitia et prudentia et sapientia pre 
omnibus, et post baptismum descendisse in eum Christum ab ea 
principalitate que est ‘super omnia...in fine autem revolasse iterum 
Christum de Jesu, et Jesum passum esse et resurrexisse: Christum 
autem impassibilem perseverasse existentem spiritalem’. 


In the presence of these false views St John unfolds the Truth, 


1 The so-called ‘Gospel according 
to Peter’ is said to have favoured their 
views (Serapion, ap. Huseb. H. EH. 
VI. 12). 

2 Tren. adv. her. 1. 26. 1. Comp. 
Epiph. Her. xxvi.1. For the story 
of St John’s refusal to be under the 
same roof with Cerinthus, see Iren. 
ap. Euseb. H. HE. rv. 14 (Iren. adv. 
her. UI. 3. 4, on the authority of 
Polycarp). Ii is strange that either 


St John or Cerinthus should have 
visited the baths at Ephesus. This 
difficulty however was not felt by 
Ireneus. The Christology of Nes- 
torianism pressed to its logical con- 
sequences is not distinguishable, as it 
appears, from that of Cerinthus. The 
more extreme Docete regarded the 
manifestation of the Lord as being in 
appearance only (davracig), like the 
Theophanies in the Old Testament. 
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not in the form of argument but of announcement. He declares 
that Jesus Christ has come (iv. 2), and is coming (2 Ep. 7) in the 
flesh (comp. v. 6). He shews that the denial of the Incarnate Son 
is practically the denial of the Father, the denial of God (ii. 22; 
v. 20). It is the rejection of that power by which alone true life 
is possible through a divine fellowship (i. 2 f.). 

But in insisting on these truths St John disclaims all appear- 
ance of bringing forward new points. His readers know implicitly 
all that he can tell them. He simply pleads that they should yield 
themselves to the guidance of the Spirit which they had received. 
So they would realise what in fact they already possessed (ii. 7, 24 ; 
iii. 11). Perhaps it may be inferred from the stress which St John 
lays on the identity of the original word with the teaching which 
he represented, that some had ventured to charge him also with 
innovation. Such an accusation would have superficial plausibility ; 
and the Epistle deals with it conclusively either by anticipation or 
in view of actual opponents. 

Thus this latest of the Epistles is a voice from the midst of the 
Christian Church revealed at last in its independence. Many who 
read it had, in all probability, grown up as Christians. A Christianity 
of habit was now possible. . The spiritual circumstances of those to 
whom it was first sent are like our own. The words need no accom- 
modation to make them bear directly upon ourselves. 


And while the Christological errors which St John meets exist 


_ more or less at all times, they seem to have gained a dangerous 


prevalence now. Modern realism, which has found an ally in art, 
by striving to give distinctness to the actual outward features of 
the Lord’s Life, seems to tend more and more to an Ebionitic Christ- 
ology. Modern idealism, on the other hand, which aims at securing 
the pure spiritual conception free from all associations of time and 
place, is a new Docetism. Nor would it be hard to shew that 
popular Christology is largely though unconsciously affected by 
Cerinthian tendencies. The separation of Jesus, the Son of Man, 
from Christ, the Son of God, is constantly made to the destruction 
of the One, indivisible Person of our Lord and Saviour. We have 
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indeed no power to follow such revelations of Scripture into sup- 
posed consequences, but our strength is to hold with absolute firm- 
ness the apostolic words as St John has delivered them to us. 


The teaching of St John in his Epistle thus turns upon the The facts 


. : apipeee Me f th 
Person of Christ. Under this aspect it is important to observe that Goapek the 
it is intensely practical. St John everywhere presents moral ideas ae 


resting upon facts and realised in life. The foundation on which 2¢tion. 
conviction is based is historical experience Gen ih jive 14) >This, 

as furnishing the materials for that knowledge which St John’s 
readers had ‘heard from the beginning,’ is set’ over against mere 
speculation (ii. 24), Truth is never stated in a speculative form, but 

as a motive and a help for action. The writer does not set before 

his readers propositions about Christ, but the Living Christ Him- 

self for present fellowship. And yet while this isso; the Hpistle 
contains scarcely anything in detail of Christ’s Life. He came in 

the flesh, ‘by water and blood;’ the Life was manifested; He 
walked as we are bound to walk. He laid down His Life for us ; 

He is to be manifested yet again; this is all. There is no mention 

of the Cross or of the Resurrection. But Christ having died lives 

as our Advocate. (Compare Addit. Note on v. 6.) 

The apprehension of the historical manifestation of the Life of Intellec- 


ac Fie : 4 tual assent 
Christ is thus pressed as the prevailing and sufficient motive for in itself 


insuf- 


godlike conduct; and at the same time mere right opinion, apart Scent 


from conduct, is exposed in its nothingness. Simply to say, ‘we 
have fellowship with God,’ ‘we are in the light,’ we ‘know God,’ 
is shewn to be delusion if the corresponding action is wanting 
(i. 6, ii. 9, 4). ji 

The Epistle, as has been already said, comes from the midst of Wide 
the Christian Church to the members of the Church. It is the the pl 
voice of an unquestioned teacher to disciples who are assumed to be “te: 
anxious to fulfil their calling. In virtue of the circumstances of 
its composition it takes the widest range in the survey of the Gospel, 
and completes and harmonises the earlier forms of apostolic teaching, 
St John’s doctrine of ‘love’ reconciles the complementary doctrines 


of ‘faith’ and ‘works,’ His view of the primal revelation ‘that 
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which was from the beginning...concerning the word of life,’ places 
Judaism in its true position as part of the discipline of the world, 
and vindicates for Christianity its claim to universality. His doc- 
trine of ‘Jesus Christ come in flesh’ affirms at once the historical 
and the transcendental aspects-of His Person. THis exhibition of 
a present divine fellowship for man, issuing in a future transfigura- 
tion of man to the divine likeness, offers a view of life able to meet 
human weakness and human aspiration. 

Silence as Two other peculiarities of the Epistle seem to be due to the 

to Old 5 : 5 oe 5 

Testament Same causes which determined this catholicity of teaching. Alone 

Se of all the writings of the New Testament except the two shorter 

oe letters and the Epistle to Philemon, it contains no quotations or 
clear reminiscences of the language of the Old Testament (yet see 
iii. 12). And again, while the Christian Society is everywhere 
contemplated in its definite spiritual completeness, nothing is said 
on any detail of ritual or organisation. 


VII. OBJECT 


pine elect The object of the Epistle corresponds with its character. It is 
0 e 


Epistle (as presented under a twofold form : 


of the 
Gospel) (i) i. 3, £ O éwpdxapey Kal dxyxdopev arayyéAdomey Kat vpiv, iva 
positive. ° 


Kal vpets Kowwviav exyte meD yudv, Kal 7 Kowwvia Oe 7 YETEepa peta 
TOU TATPOS KAL pfeTA TOU viod adtod "Incod Xpiorod' kal Tatra ypahomev 
nmeis iva Xapa nuav (v. udv) 7 werAypwpéery. 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: yea, and our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ: and these 
things we write, that our joy may be fulfilled, 

(ii) v. 13 radra eypaya viv wa eldnre ore Lunjv exere aidviov, Tots 
mioTEevovow els TO Gvoua TOD viod Tod Deod. 

These things have I written unto you, that ye may know that ye 


have eternal life, even unto you that believe on the name of the Son 
of God. 


OBJECT. ; xxx 


With these must be compared the account given of the object of 
the Gospel : 


(iii) John xx. 31 ratra de yéyparta iva muorevonre bre “Iycois 
éoriv 6 Xpiotos 0 vids Tod Geos, Kal iva muorevovtes Luv exnte ev Td 
ovopatt avtod. 

But these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God ; and that believing ye may have life in his name. 


There is a complete harmony between the three. The acceptance 
of the revelation of Jesus—the Son of man—as the Christ, the Son 
of God (iii), brings the power of life (ii), and this life is fellowship 
with man and with God in Christ (i). Life, in other words, life 
eternal, is in Christ Jesus, and is realised in all its extent in union 
with Him: it is death to be apart from Him. 

The pursuit of such a theme necessarily involves the condem- 
nation and refutation of corresponding errors. But St John’s 
method is to confute the error by the exposition of the truth realised 
in life. His object is polemical only so far as the clear unfolding 
of the essence of right teaching necessarily shews all error in its 
real character. In other words St John writes to call out a welcome 
for what he knows to be the Gospel and not to overthrow this er 
that false opinion, 


VIII. STYLE AND LANGUAGE. 


The style of the Epistle bears a close resemblance to that of the Ce 


sem- 


Gospel both in vocabulary and structure. There is in both the same sous to 
emphatic repetition of fundamental words and phrases,—‘ truth,’ ed 


‘love,’ ‘light,’ ‘in the light,’ ‘being born of God,’ ‘being’ or ‘abiding 
in God’—and the same monotonous simplicity of construction. 
The particles are singularly few. For example ydp occurs only cee 
three times: ii. 19; iv. 20; v. 3 (2 John 11; 3 John 3, 7); 9€ cles. 
nine times (about one-third of its average frequency); mév, re and ody 


(3 John 8) do not occur at all (the last is twice wrongly in com- 


St John 


xl 


develops 


an idea by 


parallel- 


ism. 


‘Charac- 
teristic 
words, 
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mon text). The absence of obv is the more remarkable because it is 
the characteristic particte “of-the narrative of the Gospel, where 
St John seems to dwell on the connexion of facts which might be 
overlooked ; 67, ‘that’ and ‘because,’ is very frequent; and it is 
constantly found where yap might have been expected. 

‘The common particle of connexion is xai. This conjunction 
takes its peculiar colour from the sentences which are thus added 
one to the other: eg. i. 5; i. 3; and it is used not uncommonly 
when a particle of logical sequence might have been expected: @. g. 
ify 4, 00. 

Very frequently the sentences and clauses follow one another 
without any particles: eg. il. 22—24; iv. 4—6;, 7—10; I1—13. 
See also il. 5,6; 9, 10; ill, 23 4, 53 9, 10. 

Sometimes they are brought into an impressive parallelism by 
the repetition of a clause : 

i. 6, 8, 10 (éav etrwper). 


v., 18—20 (oidaperv). 


These different usages are different adaptations of St John’s 
characteristic principle of composition: he explains and develops 
his ideas by parallelism or (which answers to the same tone of 
thought) by antagonism. 

It is not of course maintained that this method of writing is the 
result of studied choice. It is, as far as we may presume to judge, 
the spontaneous expression of the Apostle’s vision of the Truth, 
opening out in its fulness before the eye of the believer, complete in 
its own majesty, requiring to be described and not to be drawn out 
by processes of reasoning. 

In this respect and generally it will be felt that the writing is 
thoroughly Hebraistic in tone, and yet it does not contain one quo- 
tation or verbal reminiscence from the Old Testament. 

Of significant verbal coincidences of language between the 
Epistles and Gospel the following may be noticed. The words are 


either exceptionally frequent in these writings or peculiar to them: 


xoopos (moral) (John i. to note). 
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pas (x John i. 5 note), 


Torta (cKdTos) (i. 6 note), 

pavepody (i. 2 note). 

paivew (ii. 8 note). 

ewpaxévar (i. 1 note). 

Gedo Oou (Gewpety only once in the Epistles: 1 John iii. 17 (John 
i. 14 note), 

Gavaros (spiritual) (iii. 14 note). 

Lon aidvios (4 aidvos £., 9 €. y ai.) (Add. note on vV. 20). 

7 ahyGea (i. 6 note). 

6 aAnBuwos Beds (Vv. 20 note). 

70 veda THS GAnOeias (iv. 6 note). 

Paptupety, paptupia (i. 2 note). 

rexvia (ii. x note). 

mavdia (ii. 14 note). 

6 povoyerns vids (Add. note on iv. 9). 

ayamdv adn ous, Tov adeApor, Tovs ad. (iii, 11 note). 

vixav (il. 13 note). 

pévely, elvat, év Tw (ii. 5 note). 

Thv Wuxnv TWévar (iii. 16 note), 

The frequent use of iva when the idea of purpose is not directly 
obvious ; and the elliptical use of adAN’ iva, are both characteristic of 
these books (iii. 11 ; ii. 19 notes). 

In addition to these verbal coincidences there are also larger Verbal co- 


coincidences of expression. Of these the most important are the Sarre 
following : Gospel. 
t EpIsTLE or St Joun. GOSPEL OF St JoBN. 
2 e i ge , ‘ eve an ae (A) 
LS GY Lon epavepsOn Kat lil Il 0 EWPAKAMEV MapTL- 


éwpaxapev kal paptupodperv...6 povpmerv. 
EWPAKAMEV KL aKYKOaMEY Gzrary- 
yeAAopev Kal vp. 
ce A - e A 
id. 4 Tatra ypadopev nets 


7 e A ec A = 
iva 7 Xapa vuav y weTry- 


XVI. 24 airetre Kal AnpeoOe 
iva 1 xapa vuav y TeTANPw- 
pwmern. EV. 


Wied! 


STYLE AND 


1 EprstLe oF St JoHN. 

ii, 11 6 pucdy tov dSehpov adrod 
..€V TH OKOTLG TEPLTAaTEl Kat 
ovK oldev TOD UTaYyEL 

id. 14 6 N6yos 700 Oeod Ev vty 
peeve. 

id. 17 6 mowv to OAnua Tov 
Geos pévet cis TOV aidva. 


ese e , ry 5 LA. Rie zorw 
ob aD 5 ApapTLA EV AVTW OU 4 


id. 8 dm dpxijs 6 dia Bodos apap- 
TAVEL. 
id. 13 pn Oavpalere, adeAdoi, 


lal e lal € / 
ei puoel Vas O KOTpMOS. 


° if 
id. 14 oldapev ore peta BeBy- 
2 nm #; > ‘ 
Kapev €K TOU Oavatov eis THY 
an , 
Lwonv ore ayardpuev Tos adeAgovs. 
id. 16 éketvos UTép nuav 


THY WUXYV AVTOD EOnKEY. 


° A oN ? 

id. 22 6 dy airapev Aap Bavopev 

7 \ > N53 e > 
.0TL...TA ANETTA EVOTLOV av- 


TOU TOLOUMEY. 


id. 23 adrn eoriv 7 évrody avdtod 
iva...dyar@Gmev adXAHAOVS Ka- 
Gas wxev évtoAnv ypiv. Comp. 
iyi. 

iv. 6 ypets €x TOD cod éopév 
e , \ ‘\ > , c an 
0 ywwokwv Tov Oeov akover juar, 
a 3 + 2 a A 
Os OVK EaTLV EK TOD Oeod (a) 

(6) 


’ > , e ~ 
OUK AKOVEL YLov. 


LANGUAGE. 


GospPEt or St JoHN. 
<i 35. 


° 


6 wepiTatayv év TH OKOTLGA OUK 
Sy ne , 
oldev 10d UTAYyEL. 
v. 38 TOV Adyov avtod ovk exeTE 
pévovta ev vpiv. 
coe © en 
Vill. 35 © vlos 
, 2 ‘ al 
peéve eis TOV aiova. 
eee aA if 
viii. 46 tis é& vay éA€yxer pe 
mept duaptias; 
viii, 44 éxeivos [6 SiaBodos| 
2 4 S 9235519 a 
avOpwroktovos Hv am apxys. 
xv. 18 


s 


e a cal 
ei 0 KOgpos Vas pioet ywve- 
4 a A 
OKEeTE OTL Eue TPGTOV VaV pepi- 
OnKEV. 
CN , > , < 

Vv. 24 0 Tov Aoyov pov aKovwv... 
petaBéBynkev éx Tov Oavatov 
> ~ 4 
eis THY Cwnr. 

x. 15 

\ 2 ¢ e X 
THV Wuxyv pov TiOnmL vVTep 
TOV TpoBaTur. 

sss 2 Pane 2 

Vl. 29 ovkK adfKey pe povov 
Ld > AY Si > ~ > lad fal 
OTL €yO TA Apeogta aiTe TOLG 
TAVTOTE. 

XU. 34 é€vroAny Kouwwyny didwpe 
vpiv 
7 > 
iva ayarate addAnAovs Kabds 


> 7 € lal ° 
YYATHTA vas iva... 


vill. 47 06 Ov éx Tov Oeod Ta 
ew. A mans , 
pypata Tod Oeod aKove 
dpels OUK GkKOvVETE (0) 
(2) 


9 3 A A > ° , 
OTL Ek TOD Oeod ovK ote 


STYLE AND 


1 Episrue or St Jonn. 

iv. I5 Os éay omodoyyon OTL 
*Inoods [Xpiords] eorw 6 vids rod 
Geov, 
< A > eee , \ aN > 
0 Oeds ev arttd péver kat advtds év 
7 Ged. Comp. v. 16; iii. 24. 
id. 16 éyvwKapev Kal weTLC- 


, 
TEVKAMEDV. 


id. 16 


« / 3 a“ > , > a 
O MEVWV EV TH AyaTY EV TO 


u t 


A 
0d 
c 
ia — 
pevet. 
= 
v. 4, f. avrn éoriv 4 viky 
e , ‘\ 4 ec a 
 ViKYCATA TOV KOC MOY, 7 TiaTLS 
e an 
HPLOv. 
, 2 c lal AQ , 
Tis EOTLW O VLKGY TOV KOGMOV... 
. ec fg n 
id. 9 9 paptupia Tod Oeotd petlov 
> ? 7 7 > \ e VA 
€oTiv, OTL avTy éotiv 7 paptupia 
~ lol 7 
Tod Geot, dre pepaptipyKev zrept 
lel | -eet > a“ 
TOL Viod avTov. 
id. 20 déduxey npty didvorav 
7 , \ > / 
tvaylryvaoKkopmev TOV aAnOivov" 
h'3 > a EX 6 oO > Col eead lad 
Kal éopev éy TO GANOWO, ev TH VIG 
BD ei, an A ie ny 
avrod ["Inoot Xpior@]. ovrds éc- 
¢ \ \ \ 
Tw 0 dAnOwos Geds, Kal Cw7n aid- 


vtos. 
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LANGUAGE. xlili 


GosPEL or St Jonny. 
Vi. 56 6 tpdywv pov mV cdpKa 


a la 
Kal mivwv ov TO ata 


> > ‘\ La > NS, a Pe 
EV EMO mever KaYW év avT@. Comp. 
xiv. 17. 
: , ‘ 
Vl. 69 wemrtoTevKapev Kal 
eyvdkamev. 
XV. 10 éay Tas évroAds pov Tnp1- 
onre 
a > ww 8s 
MevetTe Ev TH ayamy pov. Comp. 
(4 > a 3 a > lal 
UV. Q pelvare ev TH a. TH euy. 
XV1. 33 Oapcetre 


\ , \ , 
eyo VEVLKYKQA TOV KOO LOY. 


4 > SA i A 
Vv. 32 adAos éoTlv o paptupov 
\ 9 a . 9% ¢ > Wy 
Tept €uovd Kat olda dt adnOns éorw 
e ya a a SS aA 
Y papTupia yv paptupel mept éuov. 
os 7 sites € 27 
XVil. 3 avrn éotly 4 alvvuos 
‘ 
fon 
7 , XX ‘ , 
iva ylywoKwor oe TOV povov 
\ Ae: 
arnOuvov Oedv Kat ov améoredas 


fal F 
*Incotv Xptortov. 


AND THE GOSPEL. 


The last two passages (1 John v. 20; John xvii. 3), which General 


Epistles and the Gospel. 


dnc : elation 
have been quoted, illustrate vividly the relation between the of the 
Both passages contain the same funda- see 


‘ Saas 5 ie ; 
mental ideas: Eternal life is the progressive recognition (iva yuww- Gospel. 


okwor) of God; and the power of this growing knowledge is given 


in His Son Jesus Christ. 


But the ideas are presented differently in 


ad2 


xliv 


The two 
comple- 
mentary. 


The differ- 
ences an- 
swer to 
differences 
between a 
History 
and a 
Pastoral. 


The 
Coming 
(mapovola). 


A 
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the two places. The Gospel gives the historic revelation; the 
Epistle shews the revelation as it has been apprehended in the 
life of the Society and of the believer. 

This fundamental difference can be presented in another form, 
In the Epistle the aim of St John is to lay open what is the 
significance of the spiritual truths of the Faith for present human 
life. Inthe Gospel his aim is to make clear that the true human 
life of the Lord is a manifestation of divine love, that ‘Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God.’ Or, to put the contrast in an epigram- 
matic form, the theme of the Epistle is, ‘the Christ is Jesus’; the 
theme of the Gospel is, ‘Jesus is the Christ.’ In the former the 
writer starts from certain acknowledged spiritual conceptions and 
points out that they have their foundation in history and their 
necessary embodiment in conduct. In the latter he shews how the 
works and words of Jesus of Nazareth establish that in Him the 
hope of Israel and the hope of humanity was fulfilled. So it is 
that the Gospel is a continuous record of the unfolding of the 
‘glory’ of Christ. In the Epistles alone of all the books of the 
New Testament (except the Epistle to Philemon), the word ‘glory’ 
does not occur. Perhaps too it is significant that the word ‘ heaven’ 
also is absent from them. 

Several differences in detail in the topics or form of teaching 
in the books have been already noticed. These belong to the 
differences in the positions occupied by a historian and a preacher. 
The teaching of the Lord which St John has preserved was given, 
as He Himself said, ‘in proverbs’; through the experience of Christian 
life, the Spirit, ‘sent in His Name,’ enabled the Apostle to speak 
‘plainly’ (John xvi. 25). 

Some other differences still require to be noticed. These also 
spring from the historical circumstances of the writing. The first 
regards the doctrine of ‘the Coming, ‘the Presence’ (7 mapovoia) 
of Christ. In the Gospel St John does not record the eschato- 
logical discourses of the Lord—they had found their first fulfilment 
when he wrote—and he preserves simply the general promise of a 


‘Coming’ (xiv. 3; xxi. 22). By the side of these he records the 
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references to the ‘judgment’ (v. 28 f.), and to ‘the last day’ (vi. 
40, 44). In the Epistle he uses the term ‘the Presence’ (ii. 28), 
which is found in all the groups of New Testament writings, and 
speaks of a future ‘manifestation’ of the Ascended Christ (La: 
ili, 2), As He ‘came in flesh’ (iv. 2), so He is still ‘coming in 
flesh’ (2 John 7). ‘And the importance of this fact is pressed in 
its spiritual bearing. By denying it ‘ Antichrists’ displayed their 
real nature. They sought to substitute a doctrine for a living 
Saviour. 

St John’s treatment of the present work of Christ stands in The Ad- 
close connexion with this view of His future work. As the Holy Christ, os 
Spirit is sent to believers as their Advocate on earth, so He is 
their Advocate with the Father in heaven (c. ii. 2). The two 
thoughts are complementary ; and the heavenly advocacy of Christ 
rests upon His own promise in the Gospel (John xiv. 13 f.), though 
it must not be interpreted as excluding the Father’s spontaneous 
love (John xvi. 26 f). 

The exposition of the doctrine of ‘propitiation’ and ‘cleansing’ The doc- 


. t 5 A AD A é a trine of 
which is found in the Epistle (G2 i 2.5 In LO iAacpmos; i. 7, 9 Kaba- Propitia- 


péCetv) is an application of the discourse at Capernaum (see especially '- 
John vi. 51, 56 f.); and it is specially remarkable that while the 
thoughts of the discourse are used, nothing is taken from the lan- 
guage. So again the peculiar description of the spiritual endowment 
of believers as an ‘unction’ (ypicpa, c. ii 20) perfectly embodies 
the words in John xx. 21 ff.; the disciples are in a true sense 
‘Christs’ in virtue of the Life of ‘the Christ’ (John xiv. 19 comp. 
Apoc. i. 6). Once more, the cardinal phrase ‘born of God’ (¢. ii. 
29, &e.), which occurs in the introduction to the Gospel (i. 13), but 
not in the record of the Lord’s words, shews in another example 
how the original language of the Lord was shaped under the guidance 
of the Spirit to fullest use. 

It seems scarcely necessary to remark that such differences be- These 
tween the Epistles and the Gospel are not only not indicative of any oe 
difference of authorship, but on the contrary furnish a strong proof Eine of 


that they are the products of one mind, The Epistles give later 
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growths of common and characteristic ideas. No imitator of the 
Gospel could have combed elements of likeness and unlikeness in 
such a manner ; and on the other hand, the substance of the Gospel 
adequately explains the more defined teaching of the first Epistle. 
The one writing stands to the*other in an intelligible connexion of 
life. 


xX, PLAN. 


No plan It is extremely difficult to determine with certainty the structure 

can be : 5 i 

complete. of the Epistle. No single arrangement is able to take account of 
the complex development of thought which it offers, and of the 
many connexions which exist between its different parts. The 
following arrangement, which is followed out into detail in the 
notes, seems to me to give on the whole the truest and clearest view 
of the sequence of the exposition. 


Outline INTRODUCTION. 
followed. sa Me gs c f ’ 
The facts of the Gospel issuing in fellowship and joy (i. I—4). 


A. THE PROBLEM OF LIFE AND THOSE TO WHOM IT IS PRO- 
POSED (i. 5—ii. 17). 
I. The Nature of God and the consequent relation of 
man to God (i. 5—10). 


II. The remedy for Sin and the sign that it is effectual 


(ii. 1—6). 
III. Obedience in love and light in actual life (ii, 
7—I1). 


IV. Things temporal and eternal (ii. r2—17). 


B. THE CONFLICT OF TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD WITHOUT AND 
WITHIN (ii. 18—iv. 6). 
I. The revelation of Falsehood and Truth (ii. r8—z09). 
II. The children of God and.the children of the Devil 


(iii. 1—12). 
III. Brotherhood in Christ and the hatred of the world 
(iii. 1324). 


IV. The rival spirits of Truth and Error (iv. 1—6). 
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C. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: THE VICTORY OF FAITH (iv. 7—v. 21). 
I. The spirit of the Christian life: God and Love (iv. 
7—21). 
II. The power of the Christian life: the Victory and 
Witness of Faith (v. 1—12). 
III. The activity and confidence of the Christian life: 
Epilogue (v. 13—21). 


The thought of a fellowship between God and man, made possible ai ee 
and in part realised in the Christian Church, runs through the whole 
Epistle. From this it begins: Our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son, Jesus Christ (i. 3). In this it closes: we are in 
Him that is True, in His Son Jesus Christ (v. 20). 

In the additional Notes I have endeavoured to illustrate the Systema- 
main points in the development of this thought. These notes when ee 
taken in proper order will serve as an introduction to the study of ones 
the doctrine of St John. For this purpose they are most con- 


veniently grouped in the following manner : 


I. THE DocTRINE oF Gop. 
The idea of God : note on iv. 8; comp. iv. 12. 
The Divine Name: 3 John 7. 
The Holy Trinity: v. 20. 73 
The Divine Fatherhood : 1. 2. 


IJ. THe poctrine oF Finite BEING. 
Creation: note on ii. 17. 
God and man: li. 9. 
The nature of man: iil. 19. 
The Devil: ii. 13. 
Sin: i. 9; comp. v. 16. 
The world (note on Gospel of St John i. ro). 
Antichrist: i. 18. 

III. Tue pocrrine oF REDEMPTION AND CONSUMMATION. 

The Incarnation : note on iii. 5. 
The titles of Christ: iii. 23; comp. iv. 9; V. I. 


Propitiation : ii. 2. 
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The virtue of Chrigt’s Blood : i. 7. 
Divine Sonship : iii. r. 
The titles of believers : iii. 14. 3,17 


_ Eternal Life: v. 20. 


For St John’s view of the Bases of Belief I may be allowed to 
refer to what I have said in regard to his teaching on ‘the Truth,’ 
‘the Light,’ ‘the Witness’ in the Introduction to the Gospel, pp. 


xliv. ff 


INTRODUCTION 


TO 


THE SECOND AND THIRD EPISTLES. 





Eo REX: 


THE authorities for the text of the Epistles are enumerated in Anthori- 
the Introduction to the first Epistle, § 1 (including the MSS. ee 
NAB(C)KLP). The text of Cod. Hphr. (C) is preserved for the 
third Epistle from v. 3—end. 


The variations from the text of Stephens (1550) which I have Variations 


: : f 
adopted are set down in the following table: Stephens, 
1550. 
THE Sreconp EPISTLE. 2 JOHN. 


3 om. Kupiov, ‘ Jesus Christ’ (AB), for ‘the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
5 ypapuv for ypadw (apparently an error). 
6 avbry 9 évtody éorw (AB), for adry éotiv 7 évrody. 
7 e& av, are gone forth (SAB), for cio7jdOov, are entered. 
8 amodéonre, ye lose (N°AB), for arodéowper, we lose. 
amoAaBnre, ye receive (NAB), for aroddBwpev, we receive. 
9 mpoaywv, goeth onward (SAB), for rapaBaivoy, transgresseth. 
om. Tod xptotod (2°), ‘the teaching’ (AB), for ‘the teaching of 
the Christ.’ 
II 6 Aéywy yap (SAB) for 6 yap réyov. 
12 yevéoOor (NAB) for eddetv. 
tpov (probably) (AB) for yudv. 
remAnpwpéevyn 7 (SB) for 7 reTANpwopevy. 
13 om. “Apjv (SAB). 
Tue TuHirp EPIstTLe. 3 Join’ 
4 xapw (probably), favour (B), for xapay, joy. 
év + 7H adnbeia (ABC*), ‘in the truth,’ for ‘in truth.’ 
5 rovro, this (SABC), for eis tovs, to the. . 
7 €Ovixdv (SABC) for é@vav. 


}hi 


The text 
of B. 


TEXT. 


8 vrodapBavew (NABO*), to welcome, for drohap Pavey, to receive. 
9 eypayat re’ (S* ABC), “«T wrote somewhat,’ for ‘I wrote.’ 
Ir om, 6€, but (SABC). 
12 oidas, thow knowest (SABC), for oiSare, ye know. 
13 ypdwar vou for ypdew (SABC). 
ypadew for ypdiya (SABC). 
14 o¢ idety for ideiv oe (ABC). 
The text of B maintains the first place as before. It has only 


one error in 2 John, the omission of rod before matpos in v. 4; and 


one error in 3 John, éypawas for éypaya in v. 9, in addition to two 


' The text 
of &. 
2 JOHN. 


3 JOHN. 


The text 
of A, 


2 JOHN. 


faults of writing, waptypowy for parypovytur, v. 3 (at the end of a 
line), and ov for ots, v. 6. 


The text of 8 has numerous errors and false readings : 
THE Seconp EPpistie. 
3 amo Oeod...xai “I. X. N*, 
+avrov’ tod mazpds, &* corr. N°. 
ea Pov. 
adN’ + evrodynv’ Hy. 


nan AB 


6 4 evToAn + abrod’, 
WepliTaTHanre. 
7 om. 0’ dytixpicros. 
8 ardAnobe N* corr. N°. 
12 é€xw N* A*, 
oTopa +7.’ N*, 
Tue Turrp Epistriez. 
8 exxAyoia for aAnbeia N* (so A). 
IO OM, €k. 


” 
I5 acmacat. 


There are, as in the first Epistle, many peculiar readings in A 
some found also in the Latin Vulgate : 


? 


Tue Seconp Epistix, 
I ovk eye 8¢, 
2 evorxodoav for pévovaar. 


3 Om, éoras wed vpdv. 


TEXT. hi 
amo for mapa. - 
g Tov vidv Kal Tov TaTépa Vg. 
12 ypawa, 
eArife yap vg. 
THE Tuirp EPISTLE, 3 JOHN. 
3 om. ov, 
5 €pyaly. 
8 éxkxAnoia (so &*). 
IO ay. 
13 ovK €BovdnOnv. 
(15 of adeAdoi). 
There is also an unusual number of peculiar readings in the The text 
part of the third Epistle preserved in C: Mere, 
4 TovTwy xapav ovK exw, 
6 rouoas mporéeuwers. 
7 eOvixav.om. tav. 
10 ddAvapayv eis nuas. 
(éridexop.€vous). 
12 vm a’tns THs exkANolas Kat THS aAnOetas. 


The readings of the Latin Vulgate do not offer anything of The text 


mie re of the 

specia. interest : Latin Vul- 
te. 

Tue Steconp EPISTLE. ap 


3 Stt nobiscum (vobiscum) gratia. 


a Christo Jesu. 


Tue TurrpD EPISTLE. 3 JonN, 
4 majorem horum non habeo gratiam, 


5 et hoe in, 
9 scripsissem forsitan, 


Some Latin copies have a singular addition after 2 John 11: 


ecce prodixt vobis ne in diem domini condemnemina. 


IJ, AUTHORSHIP. 


The second and third Epistles of St John are reckoned by These 


: Epistles 
Eusebius among ‘the controverted books’ in the same rank as the reckoned 


liv 


among 
‘the con- 
troverted 
Books.’ 


External 
evidence. 


The title 
-‘*the El- 
der’ likely 
to create 
confusion, 


AUTHORSHIP. 


Epistles of St James, St Jude and 2 Peter’, ‘as well known and 
recognised by most.’ Hewloes not give the authority or the exact 
ground of the doubt, but states the question generally as being 
‘whether they belong to the Evangelist, or possibly to another of 
the same name’,’ 

The Epistles are not contained in the Peshito Syriac Version, 
nor are they accepted by the Syrian Church. Origen was aware 
that ‘all did not allow them to be genuine*®’ There is however no 
other ante-Nicene evidence against their authenticity. They are 
noticed as ‘received in the Catholic Church’ in the Muratorian 
Canon. This appears to be the most probable explanation of the 
clause. Comp. Hist. of NV. T. Canon, p. 537. 
in the Old Latin Version. 
upon them*. Irenzus quotes the second Epistle as St J ohn’s, and 


They were included 


Clement of Alexandria wrote short notes 


once quotes a phrase from it as from the first Epistle’, There are 
no quotations from either of the Epistles in Origen, Tertullian, or 
Cyprian, but Dionysius of Alexandria clearly recognises them as the _ 
works of St John; and Aurelius, an African Bishop, quoted the 
second Epistle as ‘St John’s Epistle’ at a Council where Cyprian 
was present. 

It is not difficult to explain the doubt as to their authorship, 
which was felt by some. They probably had a very limited circula- 
tion from their personal (or narrow) destination. When they were 
carried abroad under the name of J ohn, the title of ‘ the elder’ wag 
not unlikely to mislead the readers. Papias had spoken of ‘an 
elder John’; and so it was natural to Suppose that the John who 
so styled himself in the Epistles was the one to whom Papias 
referred, and not the Apostle. Eusebius may refer to this con- 
Jecture, though it does not appear distinctly before the time of 


1 HH. EB. ut. 28 raév 5é dvrikeyouevav vr. 23 


yrwpluwv & ovv duws Tots todos. 

2 Lc. etre Tov evaryyeorTod Tvyxdvou- 
oat cite kal érépov ouwydpmou éxelvy. 
He argued from them himself as being 
written by St John: Demonstr. Ev. 
Tite e5 < 

3 In Joh. Tom. v. ap. Euseb, H. EZ. 


4 Huseb. H. E. vi. 14. Cf£. Strom. 
Terk. 

5 Adv. her. 111. 16. 8, in predicta 
Epistola, having quoted in § 5, 1 John 
ii. 18 ff. Comp. 1. 16. 3 "Iwavvys 6 rou 
kuplov wadyrns. 


AUTHORSHIP. lv 


Jerome’, But this view of the authorship of the Epistles is purely 
conjectural. There is not the least direct evidence external or 
internal in its favour ; and it is most unlikely that ‘the elder John’ 
would be in such a position as to be described by the simple title 
‘the elder,’ which denotes a unique preéminence. 

On the other hand, there is nothing in the use of the title Not inap- 
6 mpeoBdrepos, ‘ the elder, by the writer of the Epistles inconsistent Le 
with the belief that he was the Apostle St John. For too little is 
known of the condition of the Churches of Asia Minor at the close 
of the apostolic age to allow any certain conclusion to be formed as 
to the sense in which he may have so styled himself. The term 
was used by Irenzus of those who held the highest office in the 
Church, perhaps through Asiatic usage, as of Polycarp, and of 
the early Bishops of Rome’; and the absolute use of it in the 
two Epistles cannot but mark a position wholly exceptional. One 
who could claim for himself the title ‘ the elder’ must have occupied 
a place which would not necessarily be suggested by the title of 
‘an apostle’; and it is perfectly intelligible that St John should 
have used the title in virtue of which he wrote, rather than that 
which would have had no bearing upon his communication. Ag 
an illustration of the superintendence exercised in the Asiatic 
Churches by St John, see Euseb. H. #. 1. 23. 

Internal evidence amply confirms the general tenor of external Internal 
authority. The second Epistle bears the closest resemblance in lan- i 
guage and thought to the first. The third Epistle has the closest 
affinity to the second, though from its subject it is less like the first 
in general form. Nevertheless it offers many striking parallels to 
constructions and language of St John: v. 3 €v aAnOeia; 4 pecorépay 
tovTwv...wa... 6, 12 paptupely Tut, II ek TOU Oeod EoTiv...ody ewpaKkev 
tov Oedv, 12 otdas OTL y papT. 7. aAnOns eo. 

The use of the Pauline words zporéurew, etodotcGar and vy.ai- 
vew, and of the peculiar words ¢Avapeiv, pirompwrevew, vrodap- 


Bavew (in the sense of ‘ welcome’), has no weight on the other side. 
1 Jerome however speaks of the 18). 


opinion as widely held in his time: 2 Tren, ap. Euseb. H. EL. y. 20. 24. 
opinio a plerisque tradita (de virr. ill. 


lvi 


Picture 

of the 
Church in 
the third 
Epistle. 


AUTHORSHIP. 


The complexion of the third Epistle is not Pauline; and the ex- 
ceptional language belongs to the occasion on which it was 


written. 


III. CHARACTER, 


The letters contain no direct indication of the time or place 
at which they were written. They seem to belong to the same 
period of the Apostle’s life as the first Epistle; and they were 
therefore probably written from Ephesus. 

The destination of the second Letter is enigmatic. No solution 
of the problem offered by "Ex\ext} Kupia. is satisfactory. Nor does 
the Letter itself offer any marked individuality of address. 

The third Letter, on the other hand, reveals a striking and 
in some respects unique picture of the condition of the early 
Church. There is a dramatic vigour in the outlines of character 
which it indicates. Gaius and Diotrephes have distinct indi- 
vidualities ; and the reference to Demetrius comes in with natural 
force. ach personal trait speaks of a fulness of knowledge behind, 
and belongs to a living man, Another point: which deserves 
notice is the view which is given of the independence of Christian 
societies. Diotrephes, in no remote corner, is able for a time to 
withstand an Apostle in the administration of his particular Church. 
On the other side, the calm confidence of St John seems to rest on 
himself more than on his official power. His presence will vindi- 
cate his authority, Once more, the growth of the Churches js as 
plainly marked as their independence. The first place in them 
has become an object of unworthy ambition, They are able and, 
as it appears, for the most part willing to maintain missionary 
teachers. 

Altogether this last glimpse of Christian life in the apostolic 
age is one on which the student may well linger. The state of 
things which is disclosed does not come near an ideal, but it wit- 


nesses to the freedom and vigour of a growing faith. 


(v 


TQANOY A 





IQANOY A 


O HN AIT’ APXHC, 6 aknxdapev, 6 éwpaxapuev 
Tois opGaryols rudy, 0 EOeanapueBa Kal ai xElpEs uw 


1. Tertullian twice quotes the verse (omitting 6 jv dm’ dpx7s) as if he read 


6 éwpdkamer, 6 axnkdamer, Tots opPahuols nucv ébeacducba Kal al xelpes...... (adv. Prax. 
15, quod vidimus, quod audivimus, oculis nostris vidimus et manus...... ; de An. 17). 


Probably the transposition came from v. 3. This being adopted, the omission of 
6 before ¢@cacduea became necessary. The same transposition occurs in the free 
quotation contained in the Muratorian Fragment, que vidimus oculis nostris et 
auribus audivimus et manus nostre palpaverunt hec scripsimus vobis (N. T. Canon, 


P- 535): 


InTRoDUCTION. THE FACTS OF THE 
GOSPEL ISSUING IN FELLOWSHIP AND 
Joy. (iI. 1—4.) 


This preface to the Epistle corre- 
sponds in a remarkable manner with 
the preface to the Gospel (John i. 
1—18); but the two passages are 
complementary and not parallel. The 
introduction to the Gospel treats of 
the personal Word (6 Aoyos), and so 
naturally leads up to the record of 
His work on earth: the introduction 
to the Epistle treats of the revela- 
tion of life (6 Aoyos THs CwAs) which 
culminated in the Incarnation, and 
leads up to a view of the position and 
privileges and duties of the Christian. 
In the former the Apostle sets forth the 
Being of the Word in relation to God 
and to the world (John i. 1, 2—5), 
the historic manifestation of the 
Word generally (6—13), the Incarna- 
tion as apprehended by personal ex- 
perience (14—18). In the latter he 
states first the various parts which 
are united in the fulness of the 
apostolic testimony (1 John i. 1) ; then 
he dwells specially on the historic 
manifestation of the Life (i. 2); and 


In v. 3 S harl transpose conversely and read 6 dxyx. kal éwp. 


lastly, he points out the personal 
results of this manifestation (i. 3, 4). 
Thus there is a harmonious corre- 
spondence between the two sections 
regulated by the primary difference 
of subject. In each the main subject 
is described first (John i. 1, 2—5 ; 
1 Johni. 1): then the historical mani- 
festation of it (John i. 6—13: 1 Jolin 
i. 2): then its personal apprehension 
(John i. 14—18: 1 John i, 3 f). 
Comp. Introd. § 7. 

St John throughout this section 
uses the plural (contrast ii. 1, 7, &c.) 
as speaking in the name of the apo- 
stolic body of which he was the last 
surviving representative. 

1—3. ‘The construction of the pas- 
sage is broken by the parenthesis of 
v. 2, which may for the moment be 
dismissed from consideration. The 
beginning of v. 3 thus stands out 
clearly as a resumption of the con- 
struction and (in part) of the words 
of v. 1. The relatives in the two 
verses must therefore be identical 
in meaning ; and the simple resump- 
tive clause gives the clue to the in- 
terpretation of the original more 
complex clause. Now in vy. 3 there 


l—2 


4 THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN. 


can be no doubt that the relative o 
is strictly neuter, ‘that whicit:’ it 
can have no direct personal reference. 
The sense is perfectly simple: ‘that 
which we have...heard, we declare...’ 
If to such a sentence the phrase, ‘ con- 
cerning the word of life’ (mept rod 
Aoyou tis Cams) be added, there can 
still be no doubt as to the meaning. 
‘The word of life’ is the subject as 
to which the Apostle has gained the 
knowledge which he desires to com- 
municate to others: ‘that which we 
.. have heard concerning the word 
of life we declare... So far the 
general interpretation of the passage 
appears to be quite clear; nor can 
the addition of other clauses in v. 1 
alter it. Whatever view be adopted 
as to the meaning of the phrase, ‘ the 
word of life, it can only be taken, 
according to the natural structure of 
the sentence, as the object of the 
various modes of regard successively 
enumerated. The apparent harshness 
of combining the clause ‘concerning 
the word of life’ with ‘that which 
was from the beginning, and ‘ that 
which...our hands handled, is re- 
moved by the intervening phrases ; 
and the preposition (zepi) ‘concern- 
ing, ‘in regard to,’ is comprehensive 
in its application. The ordinary con- 
struction by which the clause is 
treated as co-ordinate with the clauses 
which precede : ‘that which was from 
the beginning, that which we have 
heard...even concerning the word of 
life...we declare to you, seems to be 
made impossible (1) by the resump- 
tive words in vy. 3, (2) by the break 
after v. 1, (3) by the extreme abrupt- 
ness of the change in the form of the 
object of we declare. 

1. The contents of this verse cor- 
respond closely with John i. 1, 9, 14 
In the beginning was the Word... 
There was the Light, the true Light, 
which lighteth every man, coming 
into the world... And the Word 
became flesh... But, as has been 
already noticed, here the thought 


flesn 


is of the revelation and not of the 
Person. 

& qv...enradyncav] That which 
was...handled. These four clauses, 
which follow one another in a perfect 
sequence from the most abstract (6 
iv aw apxns) to the most material 
aspect of divine revelation (6 ¢6....ai 
x. evnAddnoav), bring into distinct 
prominence the different elements of 
the apostolic message. Of this part 
extended to the utmost limits of time, 
being absolutely when time began: part 
was gradually unfolded in the course 
of human history. The succession of 
tenses marks clearly three parts of 
the message: that which was (jv)... 
that which we have heard (axnxdapev) 
.., that which we beheld...(e6caca- 
peOa...). That which we understand 
by the eternal purpose of God (Eph. 
1. 4), the relation of the Father to 
the Son (John xvii. 5), the accept- 
ance of man in the Beloved (Eph. i. 
6), was already, and entered as a™ 
factor into the development of finite 
being, when the succession of life 
began (jv aw dpyijs, was from the be- 
ginning). But these truths were gra- 
dually realised in the course of ages, 
through the teaching of patriarchs, 
lawgivers, and prophets, and lastly of 
the Son Himself, Whose words are still 
pregnant with instruction (6 dxnxdéaper, 
which we have heard); and above 
all, through the Presence of Christ, 
the lessons of Whose Life abide un- 
changeable with the Church (6 éwpd- 
kayev Tois obOarpois judy, which we 
have seen with our eyes). And this 
Presence of Christ itself, as a his- 
toric fact, was the presence of One 
truly man. The perfection of His 
manhood was attested by the direct 
witness of those who were forcibly 
convinced of it (6 €Ocacayeba, K.r.d., 
which we beheld and our hands 
handled). All the elements which 
may be described as the eternal, the 
historical, the personal, belong to the 
one subject, to the fulness of which 
they contribute, even ‘the zord of life’ 


es 


As there is a succession of time in 
the sequence of the clauses, so there 
is also a climax of personal éxperi- 
ence, from that which was remotest in 
apprehension to that which was most 
immediate (that which was from the 
beginning...that which our hands 
handled). 

adm apxqs| from the beginning. 
Comp. ¢. ii. 7 note. ‘From the 
beginning’ is contrasted with in the 
beginning (John i. 1). The latter 
marks what was already at the initial 
point, looking to that which is eternal, 
supra-temporal: the former looks to 
that which starting at the initial point 
has been operative in time. The 
latter deals with absolute being (6 
Aoyos Fv mpos tov Oedv); the former 
with temporal development. Com- 
pare amd xataBoXjs Koopou (Apoe. xiii. 
8, xvii. 8; Heb. iv. 3, ix. 26) as con- 
trasted with mpd kar. x. (John xvii. 
24s. ¥ Pet..i-20). 

The absence of the definite article 
both here and in John i. 1, is to be 
traced back finally to Gen. i. 1 (Lxx.). 
The beginning is not regarded as a 
definite concrete fact, but in its cha- 
racter, according to man’s apprehen- 
sion, ‘that to which we look as begin- 
ning.” The use of éecydrn dpa in c. 
ii. 18, oyarau nyepar 2 Tim. iii. 1 is 
similar. Compare iil. 10 roeiv dix. note. 

The Greek commentators justly 
dwell on the grandeur of the claim 
which St John makes for the Chris- 
tian Revelation as coeval in some 
sense with creation: Geodoyay eEnyei- 
Tat pu) vewsTepoy eivat TO KAO nuLas pv- 
ornpLoy aN 6 apyns pev Kal aet 
Tuyxdvew avro vov Oe mepavepoo Gat 
ev TO Kupio, ds €ort (ay aidvios Kal 
Geos dhn O.vds (Theophlet. Arguwm.). 
And again in a note upon the verse : 
rovTo Kal mpos “lovdaious Kal mpos “EX- 
Anvas of ws vedrepov diaBddrovet To 
xa’ nas pvotnproy (id. ad loc.). 

dxnxoapev] have heard, vv. 3, 5, iv. 
3; John iv. 42, V. 37, xviii. 21. The 
perfect in every case preserves its full 
force. 
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The ‘hearing’ ‘concerning the word 
of life’ is not to be limited to the 
actual preaching of the Lord dur- 
ing His visible presence, though it 
includes this. It embraces the whole 
divine preparation for the Advent 
provided by the teaching of Lawgiver 
and Prophets (comp. Heb. i. 1) ful- 
filled at last by Christ. This. the 
Apostles had ‘heard’ faithfully when 
the Jewish people had not heard 
(John v. 37; Luke xvi. 29). So also 
the ‘seeing,’ as it appears, reaches be- 
yond the personal vision of the Lord. 
The condition of Jew and Gentile, 
the civil and religious institutions ky 
which St John was surrounded (Acts 
xvii. 28), the effects which the Gospel 
wrought, revealed to the eye of the 
Apostle something of ‘the Life’ 
‘ Hearing’ and ‘seeing’ are combine:l 
in the work of the seer: Apoc. xxii. 8. 

éwpak. tT. ofO.] have seen with our 
eyes. The addition with our eyes, 
like our hands below, emphasises the 
idea of direct personal experience in 
a matter marvellous in itself. Comp. 
Deut." 20, 1v.)3,, Xi9 7, xx1..7/5 Zeen. 
ix. 8; Ecclus. xvi. 5. See also John 
XG 270 

The clear reference to the Risen 
Christ in the word ‘handled, makes 
it probable that the special manifes- 
tation indicated by the two aorists is 
that given to the Apostles by the 
Lord after the Resurrection, which is 
in fact the revelation of Himself as 
He remains with His Church. The 
two words are united with one rela- 
tive, and they express in ascending 
order the ground of the Apostle’s 
personal belief in the reality of the 
true humanity of Christ as He is (we 
beheld...and handled). 

Thus there is a survey of the 
whole course of revelation in the 
four clauses, more complete than has 
been already indicated. The personal 
experience of the Presence of Christ 
is crowned by the witness to the 
Risen Christ. This witness of what 
he had actually experienced is part 
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of the message which the Apostle had 
to give (comp. Acts i. 22), The Re- 
surrection was the final revelation 
of life. At the same time the four 
clauses bind together inseparably the 
divine and human. ‘There is but one 
subject whether this is revealed as 
eternal (that which was from the 
beginning), or through the experience 
of sense (that which our hands 
handled). 

6 éwpaxaper...6 €Ocacdpeba...] quod 
cidimus ... quod perspeximus V., 
which we have sezn...which we be- 
held. The general relation of these 
clauses has been touched upon al- 
ready. They offer also contrasts in 
detail. The change of tense marks 
the difference between that which was 
permanent in the lessons of the mani- 
festation of the Lord, and that which 
was once shewn to special witnesses. 
The change of the verbs also is sig- 
nificant. 
presses the calm, intent, continuous 
contemplation of an object which re- 
mains before the spectator. Comp. 
John i.t4n. On the other hand the 
emphatic addition of rots dpOadpois 
ipav to €éwpdxaneyv emphasises the 
personal nature of the witness as 
eGeacaueOa emphasises its exactness, 
Generally the first two verbs (heard, 
seen) express the fact, and the second 
two (beheld, handled) the definite in- 
vestigation by the observer. 

Bede (ad loc.) brings out the 
moral element in éGcacdueba: Non 
solum quippe corporalibus oculis 
sicut ceteri Dominum viderunt sed et 
perspexerunt, cujus divinam quoque 
virtutem spiritualibus oculis cerne- 
bant. 

eWnrabnoay] contrectaverunt V. 
(all. tractaverunt, palpaverunt, per- 
scrutatc sunt), handled. There can 
be no doubt that the exact word is 
used with a distinct reference to the 
invitation of the Lord after His Re- 
surrection : Handle me... (Luke xxiy. 
39 Wnradjoaré pe). The tacit re- 
ference is the more worthy of notice 


OcaoGa, like Ocwpeiv, ex- 


(he 


because St John does not mention 
the fact of the Resurrection in his 
Epistle; nor does he use the word in 
his own narrative of the Resurrec- 
tion. From early times it has been 
observed that St John used the form 
to mark the solid ground of the 
Apostolic conviction : ov yap és érvye 
ovykarebéveba tO dpbévt. (Theophlct. 
ad loc.). 

mepl Tov Adyou tis Cans] de verbo 
vile V. (de sermone vite, Tert.), 
concerning the word of life, that is 
the message of Life, or, according 
to the more modern idiom, the 
revelation of Life. The word (6 
Aoyos) conveys the notion of a con- 
nected whole (sermo) and is not 
merely an isolated utterance (jjpa’ 
comp. John vii 68 frpyara ais 
aiwviov). Hence the word of life is 
the whole message from God to man, 
which tells of life, or, perhaps, out of 
which life springs, which beginning to 
be spoken by the prophets, was at * 
last fully proclaimed by one who was 
His Son (Hebr. i..1, 2). Christ is, in- 
deed, Himself tax Worp, but in the 
present passage the obvious reference 
is to the whole Gospel, of which He 
is the centre and sum, and not to 
Himself personally. This follows both 
from the context and from the ap- 
pended genitive (rijs Cais). It is the 
Life and not the word which is said 
to have been manifested ; and again 
in the four passages where ¢ Aoyos ig 
used personally (John i. 1 ¢er, 14) the 
term is absolute. On the other hand 
we have 6 Asoyos tis Baodelas (Matt. 
Xili. 19), 6 Adyos Tis gatnpias tavtns 
(Acts xiii, 26), 6 Noyos Ths xaptros 
avrod (Acts xx. 32), 6 Aoyos 6 Tob 
oravpod (1 Cor. 1. 18), 6 Noyos Ths 
karah\ayfs (2 Cor. v. 19), 6 Noyos THs 
GdnGelas rod evayyedlov (Col. 1.5), 6 
Aoyos THs adnOeias (2 Tim. ii, 15; 
comp. Aoy. ddnbeias James i. 18), in 
all of which the genitive describes the 
subject of the tidings or record. 
There can then. be no reason for de- 
parting from the general analogy of 


err 


this universal -usage here, since it 
gives an admirable sense, and the 
personal interpretation of ‘the word 
of life’ is not supported by any pa- 
rallel. Moreover, a modification of the 
phrase itself occurs in St Paul, Aoyor 
(ons éeméyew (Phil. ii. 16: compare 
also Titus i. 2, 3 én Adidt Cos aio- 
viov iv éemnyyeidaro...cpavépocer 8é... 
tov X'yor adrov...: John vi. 68; Acts 
v. 20). The personal interpretation 
could not fail to present itself to later 
readers, in whose speculation ‘the 
Word’ occupied a far larger place 
than it occupies in the writings of St 
John, and to become popular. In a 
most true sense Christ is the gospel ; 
and the name of the triumphant con- 
queror in Apoc. xix. 13 (6 Aoyos rod 
Geod" comp. Acts vi. 7, xv. 6 &c.) 
shows the natural transition in mean- 
ing from ‘the Word of God’ to Him 
who is ‘the Word of God. Comp. 
John x. 35. 

The Peshito Syriac (not Harcl.) ap- 
pears to support the interpretation 
which has been given: that which is 
the word of life. 

The sense of the genitive trys Cans, 
of life, is doubtful. According to 
general usage noticed above, it would 
specify the contents of the message : 
‘the revelation which proclaims and 
presents life to men.” It must how- 
ever be noticed that in other con- 
nexions St John uses the words (rijs 
Cais) to describe the character of 
that to which they are applied, as 
life-giving, or life-sustaining: ro évAov 
ths Cons (Apoe. ii. 7 &e.), 6 crépavos 
ams Cons (Apoc. ii. 10), Cans mnyal 
dddrov (Apoc. xii. 17), 7 Vdap ris Cafjs 
(Apoc. xxi. 6 &.), 7 BiBdos THs Cwijs 
(Apoe. iii. 5 &c.), and more particu- 
larly 6 apros tis Cw7s (John vi. 35), 
To pas tis Cais (John viii. 12), which 
suggest such a sense as ‘the life- 
containing, life-ccommunicating word.’ 
The context here, which speaks of the 
manifestation of the Life, appears at 
first sight to require the former inter- 
pretation ; for it is easy to pass from 
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the idea of the Life as the subject of 
the divine revelation to the Life made 
manifest, while the conception of life 
as characteristic of the word does 
not prepare the way for the transition 
so directly. On the other side the 
usage of the Gospel is of great weight; 
and it is not difficult to see how the 
thought of the revelation which from 
first to last was inspired by and dif- 
fused life, leads to the thought that 
the life itself was personally mani- 
fested. 

It is most probable that the two 
interpretations are not to be sharply 
separated. The revelation proclaims 
that which it includes; it has, an- 
nounces, gives life. In Christ Life 
as the subject and Life as the cha- 
racter of the Revelation were abso- 
lutely united. See Additional Note 
on Vv. 20. 

The preposition (wepi) is used in a 
wide sense in ‘regard to, ‘in the 
matter of.’ Comp. John xvi. 8. The 
subject is not simply a message, 
but all that had been made clear 
through manifold experience ‘con- 
cerning’ it. 

If we now look back over the verse 
it is not difficult to see why St John 
chose the neuter form (that which 
was and Him that was), ard why he 
limited the record of his experience 
by the addition concerning the word 
of life. Tle does not announce Christ 
or the revelation of life, but he an- 
nounces something relating to both. 
Christ is indeed the one subject of 
his letter, yet not the Person of 
Christ absolutely but what he had 
himself come directly to know of 
Him. Nor yet again does the apostle 
write all that he had come to know of 
Christ by manifold intercourse, but 
just so much as illustrated the whole 
revelation of life (comp. John xx. 
30 f.). His pastoral is not a Gospel 
nor a dogmatic exposition of truth, 
but an application of the Truth to 
life. 
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2. xaiy Con] and the life.... This 
use of the simplest conjunction (kai) 
is characteristic of St John. It seems 
to mark the succession of contempla- 
tion as distinguished from the se- 
quence of reasoning. Thought is 
added to thought as in the interpre- 
tation of a vast scene open all at once 
before the eyes, of which the parts 
are realised one after the other. 

The whole verse is parenthetical. 

Elsewhere St John interrupts the 
construction by the introduction of a 
reflective comment (v. 3 b, John i. 14, 
16, iii. 1, 16 ff, 31 ff, xix. 35, 2 John 
2), and pauses after some critical 
statement to consider and realise its 
significance. And so here the men- 
tion of the whole ‘revelation of life,’ 
which extends throughout time, leads 
him to rest for a moment upon the 
one supreme fact up to which or from 
which all revelation comes. ‘Con- 
cerning the word of life” he seems to 
say, ‘Yes, concerning that revelation 
which deals with life and which brings 
life in all its manifold relations; and 
yet while our thoughts embrace this 
vast range which it includes, we may 
never forget that the Life itself was 
shewn to us in a personal form. What 
we have to declare is not a word 
(Adyos) only: it is a fact.’ 

7 {an} the life, John xiv. 6 Me; Xi. 
25n. The usage of the word in John 
i. 4 is somewhat different. Here life 
is regarded as final and absolute: 
there life is the particular revelation 
of life given in finite creation. Christ 
is the life which He brings, and 
which is realised by believers in Him. 
In Him ‘the life’ became visible. 
Comp. ¢. v. 11, 12, 20; Col, iii 4; 
Rom. y. 10, vi. 23; 2 Cor, iy. 10; 


2 Tim. i. 1. But the term ‘the life’ 
is not to be regarded as simply a per- 
sonal name equivalent to the Word: 
it expresses one aspect of His Being 
and Working. Looking to Him we 
see under the conditions of present 
human being the embodied ideal of 
life, which is fellowship with God and 
with man in God. 

épavepson] manifestata est V. (be- 
low apparuit), was manifested. The 
word is used of the revelation of the 
Lord at His first coming (ce. iii. 5, 8; 
John i. 31; comp. c. iv. 9; John vii. 
4; 1 Pet. i. 20; 1 Tim. iii, 16; Heb. 
ix. 26); of His revelation after the 
Resurrection (John xxi. 14,1; [Mark] ~ 
xvi. 12, 14); and of the future revela- 
tion (c. ii. 28 ; comp. 1 Pet. v. 4; Col. 
iii, 4). In all these ways the Word 
Incarnate and glorified is made known 
as ‘the Life.’ 

The simple statement is given first 
(the life was manifested), and then 
subject and predicate are more fully 
explained (‘the life eternal which 
was with the Father} ‘was mani- 
Jested to us’). The phrase, the life 
was manifested, recals the correspond- 
ing phrase in the prologue to the 
Gospel, the Word became flesh. The 
latter regards the single fact of the 
Incarnation of the Word Who ‘was 
God’ ; this regards the exhibition in its 
purity and fulness of the Divine moye- 
ment. And yet further, in the Gospel 
St John speaks directly of a Person : 
here he is speaking of the revelation 
which he had received of the energy 
of a Person. The full difference is felt 
if for a moment the predicates are 
transferred. The reality of the In- 
carnation would be undeclared if it 
were said: ‘the Word was mani- ° 
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fested’; the manifoldness of the ope- 


rations of life would be circumscribed 


if it were said: ‘the life became flesh’ 
The manifestation of the life was a 
consequence of the Incarnation of the 
Word, but it is not co-extensive with 
it. 

Ewpakapey ... mapTupot pev ...dmayyéed- 
Aowev...] seen... bear witness ... de- 
clare.... The three verbs give in due 
sequence the ideas of personal expe- 
rience, responsible affirmation, autho- 
ritative announcement, which are 
combined in the apostolic message. 
The first two verbs are probably used 
absolutely, though the object of the 
third (the life eternal) is potentially 
included in them. Comp. John i. 34, 
xix. 35. So Augustine, et vidimus 
et testes sumus. 

éwpaxawev] John xix. 35, i. 34, xiv. 
7,9. It is worthy of notice that this 
is the only part of the verb which is 
used by St John in the Gospel and 
Epistles (épa py, Apoc. xix. 10; xxii. 
9: not xviii. 18; nor John vi. 2); 
and in these books it is singularly 
frequent. 

Severus (Cramer Cat. ad loc.), com- 
paring these words with iv. 12 Gcdv 
ovdels modmore teOéarat, no man hath 
beheld God at any time, remarks: +6 
cecapkacba Kat émnvOpwomnkéva Oea- 
Tos kat Wndadnros yevéoOar evdoxnoev 
[6 Adyos], ody 0 Hv Oeabeis Kai Wnra- 
hnbeis GAN 6 yéyovev" eis yap vrapyav 
kal ddvaiperos 0 avros jv Kal Beards Kai 
aOedros kai adn pi vrominray Kai Wn- 
Aadspevos... 

paprupotpev] Comp. iv. 14; John 
xxi. 24. For the characteristic use of 
the idea of witness in St John see 
Introd. to Gospel of St John, pp. 
xliv. ff. 

Augustine dwells on the associa- 
tions of the Greek pdprupes which 
were lost in the Latin testes: Ergo 
hoe dixit Vidimus et testes sumus: 
Vidimus et. martyres sumus; testimo- 
nium enim dicendo...cum displiceret 


ipsum testimonium hominibus adver- 
sus quos dicebatur, passi sunt omnia 
quee passi sunt martyres (ad loc.). 

amayyéAXoper] adnunciamus V., we 
declare. The word occurs again in 
St John’s writings in John xvi. 25 
(it is falsely read iv. 51, xx. 18). In 
the Synoptists and Acts it is not un- 
common in the sense of ‘ bearing back 
a message from one to another. This 
fundamental idea underlies the use 
here and in John xvi. 25. The mes- 
sage comes from a Divine Presence 
and expresses a divine purpose. 

Comp. 1 Cor. xiv. 25; Heb. ii. 12 
(Lxx). 

The application of the words must 
not be confined to the Epistle, which 
is in fact distinguished from the gene- 
ral proclamation of the Gospel (z. 4, 
kal radta ypapopev), but rather under- 
stood of the whole apostolic ministry. 
More particularly perhaps we may see 
a description of that teaching which 
St John embodied in his Gospel. 

thy ¢. thy ai-| the eternal life, more 
exactly, the life, even the life eternal. 
The phrase used in the beginning of 
the verse is first taken up and then 
more fully developed. This form of 
expression in which the two elements 
of the idea are regarded separately is 
found in the N.T. only here and in 
ii. 25. The simpler form 7 aiomos on 
is also very rare (John xvii. 3; Acts 
xiii. 46; 1 Tim. vi. 12), and in each 
case where it occurs describes the 
special Messianic gift brought by 
Christ (the eternal life) as distin- 
guished from the general conception 
(Coy aidvos, life eternal), 

This ‘eternal life’ is seen in this 
passage to be the divine life, the life 
that zs and which was visibly shewn 
in Christ, and not merely an unending 
continuance (Heb. vii. 16, ¢. dxaradv- 
ros). Comp. John xvii. 3. The equiva- 
lent phrase appears to occur first in 


Dan, xii, 2 (opiy n?), Comp. 2 


TO THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN: 


[T. 3 


i ry « ~ “A € , y ’ 
TaATEpa Kae epavepwOn nptv,— 30 ewpakapev Kal aKn- 


3. 6 dknk. kal éwo. & harl: see v. 1. 


Mace. vii. 9 eis aidvov dvaBiwow Cons 
nas avacrnces. 

For the use of the article (7 ¢ 7 
ai.) see c. ii. 7 () evr. 7 m7.) note ; and 
for the idea of ‘eternal life’ the Ad- 
ditional Note on v. 20. 

nres Wv...] which was.... This clause 
not only defines but in part confirms 
the fermer statement. The relative 
is not the simple relative (7), but the 
‘qualitative’ relative (jris). Comp. 
John viii. 53 (coris aréOavev) ; Apoc. 
iis Ws 24 xi. $3 xx. q. “We de- 
clare with authority’—such is the 
apostle’s meaning—‘ the life which is 
truly eternal, seeing that the life of 
which we speak was with the Father, 
and so is independent of the condi- 
tions of time; and it was manifested 
to us apostles, and so has been brought 
within the sphere of our knowledge.’ 

iv mpos tT. m.| erat apud patrem 
V., was with the Father. Comp. 
John i. 1,2. The life was not ‘iz the 
Father, nor in fellowship (wera) or in 
combination (cvv) with Him, but rea- 
lised with Him for its object and law 
(jv mpos). That which is true of the 
Word as a Person, is true necessarily 
of the Word in action, and so of the 
Life which finds expression in action. 
The verb (jv) describes continuous 
and not past existence ; or rather, it 
suggests under the forms of human 
thought an existence which is beyond 
time (Apoce. iv. 11 joav; John i. 3 f.). 

tov marépa| The Futher, the title 
of God when regarded relatively, as 
the ‘One God, of whom (é€ od) are 
all things’ (1 Cor. viii. 6). The rela- 
tion itself is defined more exactly 
either in reference to the material 
world: James i. 17 6 marnp ray hdrov; 
or to men: Matt. v. 16 6 maryp tpar, 
&c.; or, more commonly and pecu- 
liarly, to our Lord, “the Son”: Matt. 
Vil. 21 6 matyp pov, &c. The difference 
of the paternal relation of the One 
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Father to Christ and to Christians is 
indicated in a yery remarkable man- 
ner in John xx. 17 (dvaBaive mpos tov 
marTépa jov kai mat. vuov) where the 
unity of the Person is shewn by the 
one article common to the two clauses, 
and the distinctness of the relations 
by the repetition of the title with the 
proper personal pronoun. The simple 
title 6 xarjp occurs rarely in the Syn- 
optic Gospels, and always with refer- 
ence to ‘the Son’: Matt. xi. 27 || Luke 
x. 22; Matt. xxiv. 36] Mark xiii. 32; 
Luke ix. 26; Matt. xxviii. 19. (But 
comp. Luke xi. 13 6 . 6 e& ovpavod; 
the usage in Matt. xi. 26|| Luke x. 
21; Mark xiv. 36s different.) In the 
Acts it is found only in the opening 
chapters; i. 4,7; ii. 33. In St Paul 
only Rom. vi. 4 (nyépOn...dua ris SdEns 
Tov m.) ; 1 Cov. viii. 6 (eis Oeds 6 rarnp); 
Hiph. ii. 18 (rv mpocayayiy...mpos tov 
matépa) ; and not at all in the Epistles 
of St Peter, St James or St Jude, or 
in the Apocalypse. In St John’s Gos- 
pel, on the contrary, and in his Epis- 
tles (i. ii.) the term is very frequent. 
Comp. John iv. 21 add. note; and the 
additional note on this passage. 

In this place the idea of Father- 
hood comes into prominence in con- 
nexion with life (the life was with the 
Father). In the Gospel the absolute 
idea of Godhead is placed in con- 
nexion with the Word (Johni. 1 6 A. Av 
mpos tov Oedv, the Word was with 
God). In both passages a glimpse 
is given of the essential relations of 
the Divine Persons, and we learn that 
the idea of Father lies in the Deity 
itself and finds fulfilment in the 
Deity. The simplest conception which 
we can form of God in Himself as 
absolutely perfect and self-sufficing 
includes Tripersonality, 

epdv. jpiv] apparuit nobis V. (ma- 
nifestata est in nobis Aug., palam 
Jacta est, &¢. all.) was manifested to 
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us. The general statement given be- 
fore (was manifesied) is made per- 
sonal. Actual experience is the founda- 
tion of St John’s testimony. 

3. 0 €wp. kat axnx.| that which we 
have seen and heard.... The transpo- 
sition of the verbs in this resumptive 
clause (v. 1 heard...seen...) is natural 
and significant. Before the Apostle 
was advancing up to the Incarnation, 
now he is starting from it. At the 
same time the two elements of ex- 
perience are brought together .and 
not (as before) separated by the re- 
peated relative (v. 1 that which...that 
which...). 

In the parenthesis (v. 2) St John 
has described the subject of his mes- 
sage as ‘the life eternal’: he now 
describes it as ‘that which we have 
seen and heard.” The fulness of apos- 
tolic experience, the far-reaching 
knowledge of the Son of God, is in- 
deed identical with the life. By ap- 
propriating that knowledge of the 
soul the life is appropriated. 

kal vpiv| unto you also. The reve- 
lation was not for those only to whom 
it was first given; but for them also 
who ‘had not seen.” The message 
was for ‘them also’ that ‘they also’ 
might enjoy the fruits of it. There is 
no redundance in the repeated xai. 

This thought is well brought out 
by Augustine who asks the question : 
Minus ergo sumus felices quam illi 
qui viderunt et audierunt? and an- 
swers it by recalling the history of St 
Thomas (John xx. 26 ff.) who rose by 
Faith above touch: Tetigit hominem, 
confessus est Deum. Ht Dominus 
consolans nos qui ipsum jam in ceelo 
sedentem manu contrectare non pos- 
sumus sed fide contingere, ait illi 
Quia vidisti credidisti, beati qui non 


Hence Aug. Ambr. vg et societas nostra sit 


viderunt et credunt. Nos descripti 
sumus, nos designati sumus. Fiat 
ergo in nobis beatitudo quam Domi- 
nus preedixit futuram : manifestata est 
ipsa vita in carne...ut res quze solo 
corde videri potest videretur et oculis, 
ut corda sanaret (Aug. ad loc.). 

tva...meO nuadv] ut ef vos societatem 
habeatis nobiscum V., that ye also 
may hare fellowship with us, i.e. 
‘may be united with us, the apostolic 
body, in the bonds of Christian coin- 
munion’ (comp. vv. 6,7) by the appre- 
hension of the fulness of the truth; 
that you may enjoy to the uttermost 
by spiritual power what we gained in 
the outward experience of life (John 
xx. 29). The last of the apostles 
points to the unbroken succession of 
the heritage of Faith. It will be 
observed that St John always assumes 
that ‘knowledge’ carries with it the 
corresponding action (¢.g. ii. 3). The 
words cannot without violence be 
made to give the sense: ‘that ye may 
have the same fellowship [with God 
and Christ] as we have.’ 

In regarding the end of his mes- 
sage St John looks at once to a two- 
fold fellowship, human and divine, a 
fellowship with the Church and with 
God. He contemplates first the fel- 
lowship which exists in the Christian 
body itself, and then rises from this 
to the thought of the wider privileges 
of such fellowship as resting on a 
divine basis. Manifeste ostendit B. 
Johannes quia quicunque societatem 
cum Deo habere desiderant primo 
ecclesize societati debent adunari.... 
(Bede). 

The phrase kowoviav éxew, as dis- 
tinguished from the simple verb xo:- 
veveiv (2 John ii; 1 Pet. iv. 13; Phil. 
iv. 15), expresses not only the mere 
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verss. is of little weight. 


(47 x.) tuay NB the; tuav SAC me. 


In such a case the evidence of 


The later MSS. and the Latin and 


Syriac verss. are divided. The confusion of 7. and tu. in the best authorities is 


fact, but also the enjoyment, the con- 
scious realisation, of fellowship. Comp. 
v. 8 (apapriay éyew) note. 

kow. pcO nav) fellowship with. 
The preposition (werd) emphasises the 
mutual action of those who are united. 
Kowevia is also used with a genitive 
of the person (1 Cor. i. 9), as in the 
case of things (1 Cor. x. 16; Phil. iii. 
10), when the thought is of a blessing 
imparted by fellowship in the person, 
or of a fellowship springing from the 
person (2 Cor. xiii. 13). The word is 
also used absolutely Acts ii. 42. 

kal 7 Kou. dé...] et societas nostra sit 
V., Aug., yea and our fellowship.... 
The connecting particles (xai...dé) and 
the possessive pronoun (7 «. 1 qperé- 
pa) are both emphatic. The particles 
lay stress on the characteristics of the 
fellowship which are to be brought 
forward: the possessive in place of 
the personal pronoun marks that 
which peculiarly distinguishes Chris- 
tians rather than simply that which 
they enjoy. ‘And the fellowship itself 
in fact to which we call you, the fel- 
lowship which is truly Christian fel- 
lowship, &c.’ 

For xai...d€... compare John vi. 51; 
viii. 16,17; xv. 27; 3 John 12. The 
combination occurs sparingly through- 
out the N.'T. The d€ serves as the 
conjunction, while cai emphasises the 
words to which it is attached. 

For n KOLY. 7 npeTépa compare John 
XV. 9 n. (7) dy. 7) un), 11,12; xvii. 13, 
24; xviii. 36, &c.; ¢. ii. 7 note. 

The insertion of the dé makes the 
false construction (Zatt.) ‘and that 
our fellowship may be...’ impossible. 
The whole clause is like v. 2 (sce 
note), a development of the prece- 
ding idea over which the apostle lin- 


gers as it were in personal reflection. 
For the foundation of the thought see 
John xvii. 20 f. 

pera tod mr... 1.X.] with the Father... 
his Son Jesus Christ.... The thought 
prepared in vv. I, 2 now finds full ex- 
pression. The revelation of ‘the Life’ 
had brought men into connexion with 
‘the Father” ‘The Life’ was appre- 
hended in a true human personality 
in virtue of the Incarnation, and su 
men could have fellowship with the 
life and with the source of life. 
Through the Son God was revealed 
and apprehended as Father. It must 
also be observed that ‘fellowship 
with the Father’ and ‘fellowship 
with His Son’ are directly co-ordi- 
nated (with...and with...). Such co- 
ordination implies sameness of es- 
sence, And yet further: the fellow- 
ship with the Father is not only said 
to be established through the Son: 
the fellowship with the Father is in- 
volved in fellowship with the Son 
(comp. ii. 23). The consummation of 
this fellowship is the ‘being in God’ 
(c. v. 20). 

tov viod a. “I. X.] His Son Jesus 
Christ. By the use of this full title 
St John brings out now both aspects 
of the Lord’s Person (‘His Son,’ ‘Jesus 
Christ’) which he had indicated before 
(which was with the Father) ‘our 
hands handled’). The full title is 
found again in iii. 23; v. 20 (2); 2 
John 3; 1 Cor. i. 9; 2 Cor. i. 19. 
Compare also i. 7 (iv. 15; v. 5); 1 
Thess. i. 10; Heb. iv. 14. In each 
case it will be seen to be significant 
in all its elements. 

4. kat taira] and these things. 
The apostolic message which had 
been regarded before in its unity (6 
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so constant that a positive decision on the reading here is impossible. 
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Comp. ii. 8, 253 iii. 13 v. 4. 
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that which) is now regarded in some 
special aspects of its manifold power. 
St John embraces in ‘the vision of 
his heart’ (Eph. i. 18) all that his 
letter contains, though it was then 
unwritten. 

The phrase, these things, is not how- 
ever co-extensive with ‘that which. 
St John has present to his mind both 
the general revelation of the Gospel 
(we declare) of which the end was to 
create spiritual fellowship between 
God and man and men ; and the par- 
ticular view of it which he purposes 
to lay before his readers (we write) 
with a view to establishing the ful- 
ness of joy in the Church. 

ypapopev nucis] write we. Both 
the pronoun and the verb are em- 
phatic. The proclamation (vv. 2, 3) 
was presented in an abiding form: 
not spoken only but written, so far 
as there was need, that it might work 
its full effect. And it was written by 
those who had full authority to write. 
Nor is it fanciful to suppose that by 
the stress laid on the word write, 
which is emphasised by the absence 
of a personal object (the to you of the 
common text is to be omitted), St 
John looks forward to his apostolic 
service to later ages. 

The plural (ypapopev) which belongs 
to the form of the apostolic message 
stands in contrast with the personal 
address (ypapw) which immediately @ 
follows in ¢. ii. 1. Elsewhere in the 
epistle the verb occurs only in the 
singular (ii. 7 f., 12 ff., 21, 26; v. 13). 

iva  X. Hpav (0. Vudy) H. wemdnp. | 
that our (or your) joy may be fulfilled. 


Comp. ili, 11; ii. 25. 


The falfilment of Christian joy de- 
pends upon the realisation of fellow- 
ship. The same thought underlies 
the other passages where the phrase 
occurs (see next note). Fellowship 
with Christ, and fellowship with the 
brethren, fellowship with Christ in 
the brethren, and with the brethren 
in Christ, is the measure of the ful- 
ness of joy. Both readings (judy and 
vpav) are well supported and both 
give good sense. The object of the 
apostle may be regarded either as to 
the fulfilment of his work relatively to 
himself, or as to the fulfilment of his 
work relatively to his disciples. The 
joy of the apostle as well as the joy 
of the disciples is secured by the same 
result. 

Hpav ‘yap vpiv (acum. Upay.. piv) 
Koww@vovyray mhelorqy & €Xopev THY xapw 
(1. Xapay) POY, iv rots depuorais 0 
xaipav omopeds év TH TOU pioGov azo- 
Ane BpaBevoe. XaipovT@y Kal TovT@Y 
drt THY mévav adray (1. avTov) dro- 
Aavovar (Theophlct.). 

memAnpapevn | plenum (V., Aug.) ful- 
Jjilled. The phrase is characteristic. 
Comp. 2 John 12; John iii, 29, xv. 11, 
XVi. 24; xvii. 13. For the use of the 
resolved form see iv. 12n. Gaudium 
doctorum fit plenum cum multos pree- 
dicando ad sanctze ecclesize societa- 
oe -perducunt (Bede). Comp. Phil. 


A. Theproslen of Life, and (fore i hurr 


5—10. Tou Nature or Gop, 
AND 2S CONSEQUENT RELATION OF 
MAN TO Gop. 


The section contains 1 the descrip- 
tion of the Being of God (v. 5); and 
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then 2 the description of man’s rela- 
tion to God as thus made known (6.— 
10), in answer to the three typical 
false pleas (i) of the indifference of 
moral action in regard to spiritual 
fellowship (6, 7) ; (ii) of the unreality 
of sinfulness as a permanent conse- 
quence of wrong action (8, 9); and (iii) 
of actual personal freedom from sin- 
ful deeds (10). These pleas are shewn 
to depend (1) on immediate denial of 
what is distinctly known (6); (2) on 
self-deception (8); and (3). on disre- 
gard of divine revelation (10). 


1. The Nature of God. 

5. The connexion of this verse 
with what precedes is not at once 
obvious. The declaration which it 
contains as to the nature of God is 
not, as far as we know, a direct repe- 
tition of any words of the Lord; nor 
is it clear at first sight how it gathers 
up what has been already said of 
‘the revelation of life’ as apprehended 
in apostolic experience. Fuller con- 
sideration appears to shew that the 
idea of spiritual fellowship furnishes 
the clue to the course of St John’s 
thought. (“ellowship must repose 
upon mutual knowledge) If we have 
fellowship with God we must know 
truly what He is and what we are, 
and the latter knowledge flows from 
the former. The revelation of life 
from first to last is the progressive 
manifestation of God and the pro- 
gressive assimilation to God. The 
revelation through the Incarnation 
completes all that was revealed be- 
fore: Christ came ‘not to destroy but 
to fulfil’: and this revelation is briefly 
comprehended in the words ‘ God is 
light,’ absolutely pure, glorious, self- 
communicating from His very nature. 
He imparts Himself, and man was 
made to receive Him; and, in spite of 
sin, man can receive Him. Thus the 
fundamental ideas of Christianity lie 
in this announcement: ‘God is light’; 
and man turns to the Light as 
being himself created in the image of 
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God (Gen. i. 27; 1 Cor. xi. 7) and re- 
created in Christ (Eph. ii. 10; Col. 
This message is really ‘the 
Gospel.’ 

Hac sententia B. Johannes...divinze 
puritatis excellentiam monstrat quam 
nos quoque imitari jubemur dicente 
ipso: Sancti estote guoniam ego sanc- 
tus Dominus Deus vester Ley. xix. 2 
(Bede). 

xai...] And... The declaration is the 
simple development of the statement 
in v. 3: ‘We declare unto you what 
we have seen and heard, in order to 
establish your fellowship with us, and 
to fulfil our joy. And this zs the 
message which has such divine power.’ 

gorw avtn] this is the message. 
The original order (lost in.V. et hec 
est) in which the substantive verb 
stands first with unusual emphasis (cat 
€oTw avtn), marks the absoluteness, 
the permanence, of the message. The 
‘is’ is not merely a copula, but predi- 
cates existence in itself. Comp. e. vy, 
16, 17; ii. 15 note; John viii. 50. The 
exact form of expression is unique. 
On the other hand see e¢. ii. 25 ; iii. 
II, 23; Vv. 4,9, 11, 14 and 2 John 6. 

dyyedia] adnuntiatio V., message. 
The word occurs only here and iii. 11 
in the N. T., and it is rare in the Lxx. 
The corresponding verb occurs in the 
N. T. only in John xx.18. The simplest 
word appears to be chosen to describe 
the divine communication. The an- 
nouncement as to the nature of God 
is a personal revelation and not a 
discovery. God gives tidings of Him- 
self and so only can man know Him. 

adm atrov| from him. The Son of 
the Father, Jesus Christ, in whom the 
Life was manifested, and who has 
been the main subject of the pre- 
ceding verses. 

The ‘from’ (dm avrot) marks the 
ultimate and not necessarily the im- 
mediate source (map’ avoid). The 
phrase dxovew dé is not found else- 
where in St John (but see Acts ix. 13) 
while dxovew mapa is frequent: John 
i. 40; Vi. 45; vii. 51: viii, 26, 38, go; 
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Kal avayyeAAopey Uuiv, OTL O CEos dws €oTl Kal CKOTIA 


xv. 15. The ‘message’ which the 


Apostle announces had been heard . 


not only from the lips of Christ but 
in fact also from all those in whom 
He had spoken in earlier times (1 Pet. 
i. 11). He was the source even where 
He was not the speaker. Comp. I 
Cor. xi. 23 wapéAaBov azo, and ¢. ii. 27 
note. 

dvayye\Xopev| adnuntiamus V., we 
declare. ‘The simple verb and _ its 
derivatives convey shades of meaning 
which cannot be preserved in a ver- 
sion. “AyyéAdew simply ‘to bring 
tidings’ occurs only John xx.18. ’Avay- 
yé\Aew to report, with the additional 
idea of bringing the tidings up to or 
back to the person receiving them. 
*AmayyéAXew to announce with a dis- 
tinct reference to the source or place 
Jrom which the message comes. Ka- 
rayyédXew to proclaim with authority, 
as commissioned to spread the tidings 
throughout those who hear them. 
In dvayyé\Xew the recipient, in aray- 
yédXew the origin, in karayyeAAevy the 
relation of the bearer and hearer of 
the message, is respectively most 
prominent. (1) Thus avayy. has in 
nine cases a personal pronoun (vpiv, 
npiv) after it, and in the two remain- 
ing places where it occurs (Acts xv. 
4; xix. 18) the persons to whom 
the announcement is made are placed 
in clear prominence. The word is not 
found in the Synoptic Gospels (Mark 
vy. 14, 19 false readings). For its 
meaning compare I Pet. i. 12 @ viv 
dynyyéAn vpiv, tidings which were lately 
brought as far as up toyou. Acts xx. 
20, 27 Tod py dvayyeidar vpiv, not to 
extend my declaration of the Gospel 
even to you; John xvi. 13, 14, 15; 
Acts xv. 4; 2 Cor. vii. 7; Acts xiv. 
27. (2) The proper sense of drayy., 
again, is seen clearly Matt. ii. 8 drayy. 
pou, from the place where you find the 
Christ, Mark xvi. 13 admnyy. rots Aourrois, 
from Emmaus where the revelation 
was made; [John iv. 51 dmnyy. Xe- 


yovres, from his house where the sick 
child lay;] 1 Cor. xiv. 25 dayy., from 
the assembly at which he was moved. 
The word is frequent in the Synoptic 
Gospels and in the Acts; elsewhere, 
in addition to the places quoted, it 
occurs only 1 Thess. i. 9; 1 John i. 
2, 3. (Heb. ii. 12 Uxx.). (3) Karay- 
yeAdew is found only in Acts (karay- 
yedevs Acts xvii. 18) and St Paul. 
Its force appears Acts xvi. 21 xatay- 
yerrovow €4n. xvii. 3 Ov eyo Karay- 
yerro, &e. 

In connexion with these words it 
may be noticed that St John never 
uses in his Gospel or Epistles evay- 
yéAvov (or cognates). Cf. Apoc. xiv. 
OREXS7: 

oTt...coTlv kai...ovK éorw...] The 
combination of the positive and nega- 
tive statements brings out (1) the 
idea of God’s nature, and (2) the perfect 
realisation of the idea: He is light 
essentially, and in fact He is perfect, 
unmixed, light. The form of the 
negative statement is remarkable: 
‘Darkness there is not in Him, no, 
not in any way.’ Ovdeis is added si- 
milarly to a sentence already com- 
plete in John xix. 11 (vi. 63 ; xii. 19). 
The double negative is lost in the 
Latin : tenebree in eo non sunt ulle. 

Positive and negative statements 
are combined wv. 6, 8; ii. 4, 27; v. 12. 

John i. 3, 5, 20; ii. 25; iii. 16 (20). 

6 Gedss has eoriv]) Deus lux est V., 
God ts light. The statement is made 
absolutely as to the nature of God, 
and not directly as to His action: as 
to what He 7s, and not as to what He 
does. It is not said that He is ‘a 
light,’ as one out of many, through 
Whom or from Whom illumination 
comes; nor again, that He is ‘the 
light, in relation to created beings. 
But it is said simply ‘He is light.’ 
The words are designed to give us 
some conception of His Being. Comp. 
Philo de Somn. i. p. 632 mp@ros pev o 
Gcds has cori...xat ov povov das adda 
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kai tavros érépov pwros dpxéruror, 
paddov de dpxerimou mpeoBurepov kai 
aV@TEpoV.... +m 

Thus the phrase is at once distin- 
guished from the cognate phrases 
which are defined by some addition ; as 
when creation, so far as it isa manifesta- 
tion of the life of the Word, that is, as 
Life, is spoken of as being ‘the 
light of men’ (John i. 4 f.): or when 
‘the light, the true light, which light- 
eth every man’ is spoken of as ‘ com- 
ing into the world’ (John i. 9; comp. 
c.ii.8); or when Christ—the Incarnate 
Word—declares Himself to be ‘ the 
light of the world’ (John viii. 12 ; ix. 
5; comp. xii. 46); or ‘the light’ 
(John iii. 19 f., xii. 35 f.); or when 
Christians, as representing Christ, are 
called by Him ‘the light of the 
world’ (Matt. v. 14). 

On the other hand it is closely 
parallel with two other phrases in St 
John’s writings with which it must 
be compared and combined : God is 
spirit (John iv. 24) and God is love 
(c. iv. 8, 16). 

To a certain degree this phrase 
unites the two others. It includes 
the thought of immateriality, which 
finds its most complete expression in 
the idea of ‘ spirit’ and that of ‘ diffu- 
siveness’ which finds its most com- 
plete expression in the idea of ‘love.’ 
But to these thoughts it adds those of 
purity and glory, which find their 
most complete expression in relation 
to man as he is in the idea of ‘fire’ 
(Heb. xii. 29). 

In order to enter into the meaning 
of the revelation given in the words, 
it is necessary to take account both of 
the biblical application of the term 
‘light’ and of the thoughts which are 
naturally suggested by a consideration 
of the nature of light. 

In each region of being ‘light’ re- 
presents the noblest manifestation of 
that energy to which it is applied. 
Physically ‘light’ embodies the idea 
of splendour, glory: intellectually of 
truth : morally of holiness, 
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Again: in virtue of light, life and 
action become possible. Light may 
exist close beside us and yet we our- 
selves be in darkness, wholly uncon- 
scious of its presence, unless some 
object intervene and itself become 
visible by reflecting into our eyes that 
‘which we had not before seen. Comp. 
Philo de prem. et pon. ii. 415 6 beds 
€avtod déyyos dv dV avrod povov bew- 
peirat, See also Ps, xxxvi. 10. As 
light it cannot but propagate itself; 
and, as far as its own nature is con- 
cerned, propagate itself without bound. 
All that limits is darkness. 

It must not however be supposed 
that in speaking of God as ‘light’ St 
John is speaking metaphorically, as if 
earthly ‘light’ were the.reality to 
which God. is likened. On the con- 
trary according to his thought the 
earthly light, with all its associations, 
is but a reflection in the finite and 
sensible world of the heavenly light. 
Through the reflection we rise, accord- 
ing to our power, to the reality. 

This being so, the description of 
God as ‘light’ is fitted to bring before 
us the conception that He is in Him- 
self unapproachable, infinite, omni- 
present, unchangeable, the source of 
life, of safety, of the transfiguration 
of all things. 

And yet more than this the phrase 
has a direct bearing upon the eco- 
nomy of Redemption. It implies that 
God in Himself is absolutely holy ; 
and at the same time that it is His 
nature to impart Himself without 
limit. 

The first fact carries with it the 
condition of man’s fellowship with 
Him. The second fact suggests that 
He will make some provision for the 
redemption and atonement of man 
fallen, in accordance with the pur- 
pose of creation. 

The revelation of the Word, the 
Life, of ‘Jesus. the Son of God, ful- 
fils the condition and the hope. By 
this we apprehend in all fulness 
that God is light, self-communicating, 
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making the darkness felt to be what 
it is, conquering the darkness, while 
He claims from man complete self- 
surrender to His influence. 

Here then asinevery other place the 
revelation of the nature of God is not 
a satisfaction of speculative question- 
ings: it is the groundwork of practical 
results. 

God is light : 
walk in the light. 

God is spirit: therefore men must 
worship in spirit (John iy. 24). 

God is love: therefore the mani- 
festation of love is the sign of divine 
childship (iv. 7, 8, 16). 

Comp. Heb. xii. 29. 

See Additional Note on iy. 8. 

The general opposition of light and 
darkness, which occurs throughout 
ail Scripture, as throughout all litera- 
ture, in its manifold partial applica- 
tions, gives additional meaning to the 
’ phrase. 


therefore men must 


Category of Category of 


Light. Darkness. 
truth falsehood. 
good evil. 
joy sorrow. 
safety peril. 
life death. 


Compare Matt. iv. 16; Luke i. 79; 
xi. 35 f.; John iii. 19, 20; 1 Pet. ii. 9; 
2 Cor. iv. 6, vi. 14; Ps. xxvii. 1 (and 
Hupfeld’s note). 

kat oxotia...] The light which God 
is, is infinite, unbounded by any out- 
line, and absolutely pure. It follows 
that all that is in darkness, all that is 
darkness, is excluded from fellowship 
with God by His very nature. There is 
in Him nothing which has affinity to it. 

In speaking of ‘light’ and ‘dark- 
ness’ it is probable that St John had 
before him the Zoroastrian specula- 
tions on the two opposing spiritual 
powers which influenced Christian 
thought at a very early date. Comp. 
Basilides, fragm. Quidam enim [bar- 
barorum] dixerunt initia omnium duo 
esse quibus bona et mala assoeiaverunt, 
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ipsa dicentes initia sine initio esse et 
ingenita; id est, in principiis lucem 
fuisse ac tenebras, que ex semetipsis 
essent non quze esse dicebantur (ap. 
Iren. Stieren i. p. 901). 


2. The relation of men to God. 


The revelation of what God is de- 
termines man’s relation to Him; for 
it is assumed that man knows (or can 
know) what he himself is in himself. 
‘The declaration of the majesty of 

ood therefore raises the question of 
the possibility of man’s fellowship 
with Him; of the possibility, that is, 
of the fulfilment of the Apostle’s pur- 
pose (v7. 3). How can the message 
‘God is Light’ issue in our com- 
munion with the Father and with 
His Son Jesus Christ? The answer 
lies, as we have seen, in the fact that 
it is of the essence of light-nature to 
communicate itself. The true sense 
of what God is takes us out of our- 
selves. He gives Himself: we must 
welcome Him; and so reflecting His 
glory we become like Him (2:Cor- iii. 
8; 1 John iii. 2) 

But this ‘assimilation to God’ 
(opoiwars tH OeG Kata Td Svvardv) re- 
quires a frank recognition of what 
we are. St John therefore considers 
the three false views which map: is 
tempted to take of his position. / He 
may deny the reality of sin (6, 7), or 
his responsibility for sin (8, 9), or, 
the fact of sin in his own case (10). } 
By doing this he makes fellowship / 
with God, as He has been made 
known, impossible for himself. On 
the other hand, God has made pro- 
vision for the realisation of fellowship 
between Himself and man in spite of 
sin, 

The contrasts and consequences 
involved in this view of man’s relation 
to God can be placed clearly in a 
symmetrical form : 

If we say we have fellowship with 

Him and walk in the darkness, 

we die, and 
we do not the truth. 
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> \ af / 
°Eav eltrwuev OT 


By bas ~ \ 2 > / 
Kowwviav Ey omev EF avTOU Kal EV TW OKOTEL TEPL- 


od« éotw ev ait@B me the: é&v abré ovk gor S NAC vg. 


\ 
If we say we have no sin, \> 
we deceive ourselves and 


the truth is notinus. | 


If we say we have not sinned, 
we make Him a liar and 
His word is not in us. 
On the other hand : 
If we walk in the light, as He is in 
the light, 

we have fellowship one 
with another, and 
the blood of Jesus His 

Son cleanseth us from 
all sin. 
If we confess our sins, 

He is faithful and right- 
eous to forgive us our 
sins, and 
to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness, 


The third contrast passes into a 
different form (ii. 1 f.). 

The whole description refers to the 
general character and tendency of 
life, and not to the absolute fulfilment 
of the character in detail. 

The progress in the development 
of the thought is obvious from the 
parallelisms. ‘We lie,” ‘we deceive 
ourselves,’ ‘we make Him a liar’: we 
are false, that is, to our own know- 
ledge; we persuade ourselves that 
falsehood is truth ; we dare to set our- 
selves above God. And again: ‘we 
do not the truth, ‘The truth is not 
in us,’ ‘His word is not in us’: we 
do not carry into act that which we 
have recognised as our ruling prin- 
ciple; the Truth, to which conscience 
bears witness, is not the spring and 
law of our life; we have broken off 
our vital connexion with the Truth 
when it comes to us as ‘the Word of 
God’ with a present, personal force. 

Corresponding to this growth of 


falsehood we have a view of the 
general character of the Christian 
life, a life of spiritual fellowship and 
sanctification ; and then of its detailed 
realisation in spite of partial failures. 

6. éav etrwpev] St John con- 
siders only the case of professing 
Christians. In doing this he unites 
himself with those whom he ad- 
dresses ; and recognises the fact that 
he no less than his fellow-Christians 
has to guard against the temptations 
to which the three types of false doc- 
trine correspond. 

The exact form of expression (éav 
etr@pev) is found only in this passage 
(vv. 6, 8, 10 ; comp. iv. 20 édy tes etn). 
It contemplates a direct assertion of 
the several statements, and not simply . 
the mental conception of them. 

ért] The particle here and in ov. 
8, 10 seems to be recitative. Comp. 
ii. 4; iv. 20; John i. 20, 32; iv. 17, 
25 3) Vie T4isVilel2 > ak aO. 2 oterine 

kowv. €xowev pet avrov] with Him, 
i.e. with God (the Father), the sub- 
ject which immediately precedes. 

The statement is the simple asser- 
tion of the enjoyment of the privileges 
of the Christian faith, v. 3, note: “If 
we claim to have reached the end of 
Christian effort...” 

kat ev T@ ox. mep.} The compati- 
bility of indifference to moral action 
with the possession of true faith has 
been maintained by enthusiasts in all 
times of religious excitement. Comp. 
c. ii. 43; iii. 6; 3 John 11, 

For early forms of the false teach- 
ing see Iren. 1. 6, 2; Clem., Alex. 
Strom. m1. 4, §§ 31 f.; 5 § 40. Comp. 
Jude v. 4. 

€v TO OK. tep.| walk in the dark- 
ness, choose and use the darkness 
as our sphere of action. The ques- 
tion is not directly of the specific 
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character of special acts, but of the 


whole region of life outward and in- 
ward. The darkness (rd ockéros) is 
the absolute opposite of ‘the light! 
To choose this as our sphere of move- 
ment is necessarily to shun fellowship 
with God. Part of the thought in- 
cluded in ‘walking in darkness’ may 
be expressed by saying that we seek 
to hide part of our lives from our- 
selves, from our neighbour, from God. 
Comp. John iii. 20. 

For the phrase see Is. ix. 2; John 
Vili. 12 (é€v ry oxotia). Comp. Matt. iv. 
16; Luke i. 79; Rom. ii. 19. Skdros 
oceurs in St John only here and John 
iii. 19 note. 

The image of ‘walking, resting on 
the Old Testament 923, Lxx. mepura- 
teiv, is not found applied to conduct 
in classical writers, but is common in 
St John and St Paul. The word is 
not found in this sense in St James 
or St Peter, and in the Synoptic 
group of writings only in Mark vii. 5 ; 
Acts xxi. 21. St John, it may be 
added, does not use dvacrpody, dva- 
orpepecOa, which are common in St 
Peter. Such ‘walking’ is not to be 
limited to mere outward conduct, but 
covers the whole activity of life. 

Wevdopueda...ov moodpev...] The com- 
bination of the positive and negative 
expressions here again (v. 5) presents 
the two sides of the thought. { Men 
who profess to combine fellowship 
with God with the choice of darkness 
as their sphere of life, actively affirm 
what they know to be false; and on 
the other hand, they neglect to carry 
out in deed what they claim to hold. 
The two clauses (lie...do) correspond 
with the two which precede (say... 
walk). | 

Wevddpueba] The assertion is not 
only false in fact, but known to be 
false: it is at variance with man’s 
nature. Comp. James iii. 14. 


ov movotpey thy dAnOeav] non 
Jacimus veritatem V., we do not 
he truth (syrvg gives walk in). 

(ven is not only in thought and 
word, but also in action. ‘The Truth’ 
(7 dd7Oeva) which reaches to every. 
part of human nature—the sum of all— 
that ‘is’—must find expression in a‘ 
form answering to the whole man. 
‘IT act, in the words of Whichcote, 
‘and therefore I ee Comp. John 
iii. 21 note; Neh. ix. 33 (Lxx.). 

In the Old Testament the phrase 
‘to do mercy and truth’ (Lxx.) occurs 
not unfrequently: Gen. xlvii. 29; 
Josh. ii. 14; 2 Sam. ii. 6; xv. 20, &. 
Contrast moveiv Weddos, Apoc. xxi. 27. 


‘Walking in the darkness’ is 
fatal to fellowship with God, but such 
fellowship is still possible. The Chris- 
tian can in his measure imitate God 
(Eph. v. 1); and as he does so, he 
realises fellowship with the brethren, 
which is the visible sign of fellow- 
ship with God. At the same time 
Christ’s Blood cleanseth him con- 
stantly, and little by little, from all 
sin. The chosen rule of life—the 
‘walking in light’—is more and more 
perfectly embodied in deed. The 
failure which is revealed in the pre- 
sence of God is removed. 

éav Sé...] but if we walk... There 
is a sharp contrast between the vain 
profession of fellowship and godlike 
action. But, setting aside mere words, 
Uf we walk in the light... 

ev t@ f. wepim.] The one absolute 
light is opposed to the darkness. T'o 
choose the light as the sphere of life 
is to live and move as in the revealed 
presence of God. Comp. Is. ii. 5; li. 4. 

God is in the light absolutely and 
unalterably : man moves in the light 
from stage to stage as he advances to 
the fulness of his growth; and under 
the action of the light he is himself 
transfigured. 
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7. per’ dddprwy: A* (appy) tol C1Al Tert (followed by J. C. domini nostrt) 


read mer’ avrov; harl has cum deo. 
glosses. 


The process of this great change is 
written significantly in the N. T.° 
Christ by resurrection from the dead 
first proclaimed light (Acts xxvi. 23), 
that is life reflecting the divine glory ; 
to this God has called us (1 Pet. ii. 9); 
and opened our eyes to look on the 
illumination of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ who is the image of God (2 
Cor, iv. 4); who made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in the light (Col. i.12). By 
believing on the light we become sons 
of light (John xii. 36: comp. Le. xvi. 
8; 1 Thess. v. 5); and finally are our- 
selves light in the Lord (Eph. v. 8). 

Bede expresses well the contrast of 
mepurateiy and etvac: Notanda dis- 
tinctio verborum... Ambulant...justi 
in luce cum virtutum operibus servi- 
entes ad meliora proficiunt... Deus 
autem sine aliquo profectu. semper 
bonus, justus, verusque existit. 

The thought of walking in light and 
in darkness soon found expression in 
the allegory of ‘The two ways.’ Barn. 
Ep. xviii. ff. 

ws avtds...] sicut et ipse Latt., as 
He Himself is in the light. God is 
light, and He is in the light. Being 
light He radiates (as it were) His 
glory and dwells in this light unap- 
proachable (1 Tim. vi. 16). The realm 
of perfect truth and purity in which 
He is completely corresponds to His 
own nature. Under another aspect 
light is His garment (Ps. civ. 2), 
which at once veils and reveals His 
Majesty. 

avtos] He Himself, our Lord and 
King. Comp. Deut. xxxii. 39; Is. 
xli. 4 (Cheyne), xliii. 10; Jer, v. 12; 
Ps. cii. 28 (S477). 

‘Walking in the light’ brings two 
main results in regard to our relation 
to men and to God. We realise fel- 


The readings are evidently interpretative 


lowship one with another, and in the 
vision of God’s holiness we become 
conscious of our own sin. That fel- 
lowship is the pledge of a divine fel- 
lowship : that consciousness calls out 
the application of the virtue of Christ’s 
life given for us and to us. 

kow. €x. pet aAX.] societatem ha- 
bemus ad invicem V., we have fellow- 
ship one with another, that is brother 
with brother: we enjoy the fulness of 
Christian communion. The transcen- 
dental fellowship with God which the 
false Christian claimed becomes for us 
a practical fellowship in actual life. 
True fellowship with God comes 
through men. Love of the brethren is 
the proof of the love of God: fellow- 
ship with the brethren is the proof of 
fellowship with God. 

St John does not repeat the former 
phrase (we have fellowship with Him, 
v. 6), but gives that which is its true 
equivalent according to the conditions 
of our being. Comp. 2. 3. 

The supposition that yer ddAnrov 
means ‘we with God and God with 
us’ ig against the apostolic form of 
language (John xx. 17), and also a- 
gainst the general form of St John’s 
argument, for he takes the fellowship 
of Christians as the visible sign and 
correlative of fellowship with God: 
iv. 7,12. Comp. iii, 11, 23. 

kai TO aiua...] and the blood... 
This clause is coordinate with that 
which goes before. The two results 
of ‘walking in the light’ are inti- 
mately bound together. Active fel- 
lowship shews the reality of that 
larger spiritual life, which is life in 
God ; and at the same time the action 
of Christ upon the members of His 
Body brings about that real sinless- 
a which is essential to union with 

od. 
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The case taken is that of those who 
are in Christ’s Body. The question 
is not of ‘justification,’ but of ‘sancti- 
fication” ‘ Walking in the light’ is 
presupposed, as the condition for this 
application of the virtue of Christ’s 
Life and Death. See Additional Note. 

*Ingod tov viod aitoul Jesus His 
Son. The union of the two natures in 
the one Person is sharply brought out 
by the contrast ‘ Jeses’ (not Jesus 
Christ), ‘ His Son” Compare (iv. 15) ; 
Was stieb. iv. 14; (Gal” iv. 4 ff); 
and for the full title ». 3 note. Here 
the human name (Jesus) brings out the 
possibility of the communication of 
Christ’s Blood; and the divine name 
brings out its all-sufficing efficacy. 

Mire...ait ef sanguis Jesu filit 
eius: Filius quippe Dei in divinitatis 
natura sanguinem habere non potuit ; 
sed quia idem Filius Dei etiam Filius 
hominis factus est recte propter uni- 
tatem personee eius Filii Dei sangui- 
nem appellat ut verum eum: corpus 
assumpsisse, verum pro nobis san- 
guinem fudisse demonstraret (Bede). 
So Ignatius (ad Eph. 1) ventures to 
wyite év aiate Geov. Comp. Light- 
foot on Clem. Rom. i 2 waOnuara 
avrov, and the Additional Note in the 
Appendix, pp. 400 ff. 

For the title see Additional Note 
on. iii. 23. 

kaapi¢er] emundat V., purgabit 
Aug., cleanseth. Comp. John Xiii. ro. 
The thought is not of the forgiveness 
of sin only, but of the removal of sin. 
The sin is done away; and the puri- 
fying action is exerted continuously. 

The idea of ‘cleansing’ is specially 
connected with the fitting preparation 
for divine service and divine fellow- 
ship. Ritual ‘cleanness’ was the 
condition for the participation in the 


privileges of approach to God, under 
the Old Covenant. So ‘the blood of 
Christ’ cleanses the conscience for 
service to Him Who is a Living God 
(Heb. ix 13f.; 22f). He gave Him- 
self for us, to cleanse for Himself 
a peculiar people (Tit. ii. 14). He 
cleansed the Church to present it to 
Himself in glory (Eph. v. 26-f.). 

The fulness of the thought is ex- 
pressed in Matt. v. 8, where the bless- 
ing of ‘the clean (xaOapo/) in heart’ 
is that they shall see God (comp. 1 
John iii. 2). 

d. maons ap.| from all sin, so that 
men are made like to God, in Whom 
is no darkness (v. 5). The thought 
here is of ‘sin’ and not of ‘sins’: 
of the spring, the principle, and not 
of the separate manifestations. For 
the singular compare c. iii. 8f.; John 
1, 20); for the’ plural e951 -2, 12: 
iv. 10; Apoc. i. 5. 

The sing. and plur. are used in sig- 
nificant connexion, John viii. 21, 24. 

For the use of was with abstract 
nouns (7. dy. ‘sin in all its many 
forms’) see James i. 2 waca yapa, 2 
Cor, xii. 12 maca vmopovn, Eph. i. 8 
maca copia, 2 Pet. i. 5 maca onovdy. 
Contrast 1 Pet. v. 7 maca 7 pépipva, 
John y. 22 (rnv Kplow macayr), xvi. 13 
(riv ddnOevav Tracav). 

8. The mention of sin at the end 
of v. 7 leads on to a new thought and 
a new plea. ‘How,’ it may be asked, 
‘has the Christian anything more to 
do with sin? How does it still con- 
tinue?’ The question has real diffi- 
culty. 

Some who do not venture to affirm 
the practical indifference of action, 
may yet maintain that sin does not 
cleave to him who has committed it, 
that man is not truly responsible for 
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the final consequences of his conduct. 
This is the second false plea: We have 


no sin; sin is a transient phenomenon ~ 


which leaves behind no abiding issues : 
it is an accident and not a principle 
within us. 

ap. ovK exouev| we have no sin. 
_ The phrase dyapriay ¢yew is peculiar 
to St John in the N. T. Like corre- 
sponding phrases ¢yew miorw (Matt. 
xvii. 20 ; xxi. 21, &c.), Cony ¢xew (John 
v. 26, 40, &c.), Avanv €xew (John xvi. 
21 f.), &c., it marks the presence of 
something which is not isolated but a 
continuous source of influence (comp. 
Koweviay exew V. 3). 

Thus ‘to have sin’ is distinguished 
from ‘to sin’ as the sinful principle is 
distinguished from the sinful act in 
itself. ‘To have sin’ includes the 
idea of personal guilt: it describes a 
state both as a consequence and as a 
cause. 

Comp. John ix. 41; xv. 22, note, 
DAVES XL 1 

The word ‘sin’ is to be taken quite 
generally and not confined to original 
sin, or to sin of any particular type. 
A tempting form of this kind of error 
finds expression in a fragment of 
Clement of Alexandria (Zcl. Proph. 
$15, p. 993 P.) 6 péev miorevoas adeou 
dyaptnuareav €haBev mapa Tod kupiov, 
oS €y yvooe yevomevos Gre pnkére 
dpaptavev rap éavtov thy adpeow Trav 
Nouray kopicerat. 

The issue of this second false plea 
is also presented in a positive and 
negative form. By affirming our prac- 
tical irresponsibility ‘we lead our- 
selves astray’ positively, and nega- 
tively we shew that ‘the truth is not 
in us’ as an informing, inspiring 
power. 

éavrovs mAav.] ipst nos seducimus 
V., we deceive ourselves, or rather, 
we lead ourselves astray. Our fatal 
error is not only a fact (wAavépeba, 


Comp. v. 10. 


Matt. xxii. 29; John vii. 47), but it is 
a fact of which we are the responsible 
authors. The result is due to our 
own efforts. We know that the asser- 
tion which we make is false (sevdo- 
peOa); and, more than this, we per- 
suade ourselves that it is true. 

The phrase does not occur again in 
N. T. For the use of éavrovs with 
the first person see Acts xxiii. 14; 
Rom. viii. 23; xv. 1; 1 Cor. xi. 31; 
2 Cor.i. 9, &. St John uses it with 
the second person c. v. 21; 2 John 8; 
John vy. 42; vi. 53; xii. 8. 

The idea of rddvn (c. iv. 6) is in all 
cases that of straying from the one 
way (James y. 19 f.): not of miscon- 
ception in itself, but of misconduct. 
Such going astray is essentially ruin- 
ous. 

The cognate terms are used of 
the false christs and prophets (Matt. 
xxiv. 4ff.; Apoc. ii. 20; xiii. 14; xix. 
20; comp. c. iv. 6; 2 Ep. 7); of 
Satan (Apoc. xii. 9; xx. 3 ff), of 
Babylon (Apoc. xviii. 23), of Balaam 
(Jude 11). 

"Arata darn (ppevararde, peva- 
mars) are not found in the writings 
of St John.. 

kal 7 GX. ov« &.. ev Hu.| and the truth 
is not in us. According to the true 
reading the pronoun is unemphatic 
(so v. 10). The thought of ‘the Truth? 
prevails over that of the persons. In 
St John ‘the Truth’ is the whole 
Gospel as that which meets the re- 
quirements of man’s nature. Comp. 
John viii. 32 ff.; xviii. 37. Introd. 
to Gospel of St John, p. xliv. 

The same conception is found in 
the other apostolic writings; 2 Thess. 
ii. 12; Rom. ii. 8; 2 Cor. xiii, 8; 
(Gal. v. 7); 1 Tim. iii. 15; iv. 3; vi. Ge 
2 Tim. ii. 15,185 (Tit. i. 1); Heb. x. 
26; 1 Pet. i, 22; James iii. 14; v. 109. 

The Truth may therefore in this 
most comprehensive sense he regarded 
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without us or within us: as some- 
thing outwardly realised (v. 6 do the 
truth), or as something inwardly effi- 
cacious (the truth is in us). Comp. e. 
1onote. With this specific statement 
1) GX. ovK Cori ev nuiv (comp. ii. 4) con- 
trast the general statement ov« gorw 
aX. év avr@ John viii. 44 (“there is no 
truth in him’). 

9. How then, it may be asked, can 
consequences be done away? If sin 
is something which clings to us in this 
way, how can it be ‘effaced’? The 
answer is that the same attributes of 
God which lead to the punishment of 
the unrepentant lead to the forgive- 
ness and cleansing of the penitent. 

édy 6pod.] There is no sharp oppo- 
sition in form between this verse and 
v. 8,as there is between 7 and 6 (if 
we say—but if (éav €) we walk). Open 
confession and open assertion are acts 
of the same order. 

Opor. tas au.| confess our sins, not 
only acknowledge them, but acknow- 
ledge them openly in the face of men. 
Comp. ii. 23; iv. 2, 3,15; Apoc. iii. 5; 
Von 205 1x. 22; xi, 42; Rom-.rx. 9, 
&c. The exact phrase is not found else- 
where in N.T.; but the kindred phrase 
éEoporoyeiaGat dpaptias (mapanroépa- 
ta) occurs Matt. iii, 6] Mk. i. 5; 
James v.16. Comp. Acts xix. 18. 

Comp. Ecclus. iv. 26 py aicyuvO7s 
opodoynaa ep apaprias cov, Sus. ©. 
14 Opodoynoay Thy emOvpiar. 

Nothing is said or implied as to the 
mode in which such confession is to 
be made. That is to be determined 
by experience. Yet its essential cha- 
racter is made clear. It extends to 
specific, definite acts, and not only to 
sin in general terms. That which 
corresponds to saying ‘we have no 
sin’ is not saying ‘we have sin, but 
‘confessing our sins.’ The denial is 
made in an abstract form: the con- 
fession is concrete and personal. 


Augustine says with touching force: 
Ista levia quee dicimus noli contem- 
nere. Si contemnis quando appen- 
dis, expavesce quando numeras. And 
again: Vis ut ille ignoscat? tu ag- 
nosce. 

The divine blessing connected with 
the confession of sins is twofold. It 
includes (1) the remission of sins, the 
remission of the consequences which, 
they entail, and (2) the cleansing of 
the sinner from the moral imperfec- 
tion which separates him from God: 
I Cor. vi. 9; Luke xiii. 27. 

mists eotw...| The subject (God) 
is necessarily supplied from the con- 
text, vv. 5 ff. The form of the sen- 
tence (a.ords...tva) presents the issue 
as that which is, in some sense, con- 
templated in the divine character. 
Forgiveness and cleansing are ends to 
which God, being what He is, has 
regard. He is not, as men are, fickle 
or arbitrary. On the contrary, He is 
essentially ‘faithful’ and ‘righteous.’ 
Comp. 1 Clem. ad Cor. c. 27. "Iva 
is construed with adjectives in other 
cases: John i. 27 déuos twa...; Luke 
vii. 6 ixavés iva..., but these are not 
strictly parallel; see c. iii. 11 note. 

The epithet ‘faithful’ (avcros) is 
applied to God not unfrequently in 
the Pauline epistles as being Oue who 
will fulfil His promises (Heb. x. 23; 
xi. 11), and complete what He has 
begun (1 Thess. v. 24; 1 Cor. i. 9), 
and guard those who trust in Him 
(1 Cor. x. 13; comp. 1 Pet. iv. 19), 
because this is His Nature (2 Tim. ii. 
13). With these passages those also 
must be compared in which Christ is 
spoken of as ‘ faithful’ (2 Thess. iii. 3), 
and that both in regard to God (Heb. 
iii. 2) and to man (Heb. ii. 17). 

God (the Father) again is spoken 
of in the New Testament as ‘right- 
eous’ (Sikavos) in Apoc. xvi. 5; John 
xvii. 25; Rom. iii. 26; and so alsu 
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Christ, ¢. ii. 1, iii. 7; 1 Pet. iii, 18 
(the usage in Matt. xxvii. 19, 24; 
Luke xxiii. 47 is different). The sub- 
ject in c. ii, 29 is doubtful. 

The essence of righteousness lies in 
the recognition and fulfilment of what 
is due from one to another. Truth 
passing into action is righteousness. 
He is said to be righteous who decides 
rightly, and he also who passes suc- 

_ cessfully through a trial. 

Righteousness is completely ful- 
filled in God both in respect of what 
He does and of what Heis. Here 
action and character (as we speak) 
absolutely coincide, And yet further, 
the ‘righteousness’ of God answers 
to His revealed purpose of love; so 
that the idea of righteousness in this 

case draws near not unfrequently to 
the idea of ‘mercy.’ 

The forgiveness and tho cleansing 
of those who ‘ confess their sins’ are 
naturally connected with God’s faith- 
fulness and _ righteousness. They 
answer to what He has been pleased 
to make known to us of His being 
in Scripture and life and history, 
He has laid down conditions for fel- 
lowship with Himself which man ean 
satisfy and which He will satisfy. 

It is not difficult to see how this 
view of God’s action is included in 
the fundamental message: God js 
light. Light necessarily imparts it- 
self (morés), and imparts itself ag 
light (Sicacos). 

The two epithets are applied to 
God as ‘a righteous and faithful wit- 
ness, Jer. xlii. 5. 

adn nuiv ras dp.] The verb adrévar 
occurs in this connexion in St John 
c. ii, 12; John xx. 23. The phrase 
abeots duapridy (Symn., Acts, Eph., 
Col., Heb.) is not found in his writings, 
The image of ‘remission,’ ‘forgive- 
ness,’ presents sin as a ‘debt,’ some- 
thing external to the man himself in 
its consequences, just as the image of 
‘cleansing’ marks the personal stain, 


The repetition of the pronoun (ji, 
7pas) is to be noticed. 

adj...nabapion| remittat...emundet 
ab... V., dimittat...purget ex... Aug., 
forgive...cleanse... Both acts are 
here spoken of in their completeness. 
The specific sins (ai duapria) are 
forgiven (see Additional Note): the 
character (ddicia) is purified. The 
Christian character (righteousness) de- 
pends on a distinct relation to God in 
Christ. This admits of no degree ; 
but there is a progressive hallowing 
of the Christian which follows after 
to the end of life (2. 7). 

The two parts of the Divine action 
answer to the two aspects of right- 
eousness already noticed. As judg- 
ing righteously God forgives those 
who stand in a just relation to Him- 
self: as being righteous He commu- 
nicates His nature to those who are 
united with Him in His Son. 

Hence it is said that ‘ God cleanses’ 
—there can be no doubt as to the 
subject—as before that ‘the blood of 
Christ cleanses.’ The Father, the one 
Fountain of Godhead, cleanses by 
applying the blood of the Son to 
believers. It is significant also that 
‘sin’ (as distinguished from ‘sins’ 
is here regarded under the relative 
aspect of duty as ‘unrighteousness’ 
(Cova 

adixias] iniguitate V., unrighteous- 
ness. The word occurs elsewhere in 
St John only in ¢. v. 17; John vii. 18, 

Generally the kindred words (diKxou~ 
ovvvn, &¢.) are rare in bis writings, 
Righteousness and unrighteousness 
are regarded by him characteristically 
under the aspect of truth and false- — 
hood : that is, under the form of being 
rather than under the form of mani- 
festation. 

The correspondence of righteous 
and unrighteousness is lost in the 
Latin (justus.. .iniquitate), and hence 
in A.V. 
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10. So far the Apostle has dealt 
with the two main aspects of the 
revelation God is light. He has 
shewn what is the character which it 
fixes for the man who is to have fel- 
lowship with Him (¢f we walk in the 
light); and he has shewn also how 
that character can be obtained (¢f we 
confess our sins). Man must become 
like God; and to this end he must 
recognise his natural unlikeness to 
Him. 

A third plea still remains. He who 
recognises the true character of sin, 
and the natural permanence of sin as 
a power within, may yet deny that 
he personally has sinned. This plea 
is suggested by the words ‘our sins’ 
in %. 9, just as the plea in v. 8 was 
suggested by “all sin’ in v. 7. Con- 
viction in this case is sought not 
primarily in consciousness (ewe lie, v. 
6; we deceive ourselves, v. 8), but in 
the voice of God (we make Him a 
liar). 

ovy nuaptnkaper | we have not sinned. 
The statement is quite unlimited. It 
is an absolute denial of the fact of 
past sin as carrying with it present 
consequences. 

The consequences of this assertion 
are stated in the same form as before 
(we. 6, 8). By making it we affirm 
(positively) that God deals falsely 
with men; and (negatively) we are 
without the voice of God within us 
which converts His revelation for 
each one into a living Word. Thus 
Divine revelation is regarded first 
from without and then from within. 
God speaks; and (it is implied) His 
word enters into the soul of the 
believer, and becomes in him a spring 
of truth (John iv. 14) and a power of 
life (e. ii. 14). 

ap. movovpev ator] mendacem faci- 
mus eum V., we make Him a lar, 
that is God (the Father) who is the 
main subject of the whole section 
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6—10 (with Him, v. 6; as He ts, v. 7; 
He is faithful, v. 9). The conclusion 
follows from a consideration of the 
nature of Divine revelation. Reve- 
lation is directed in the first instance 
to making clear the position of man 
towards God. Such an office St Paul 
assigns to law, and to the Law par- 
ticularly. And generally all the com- 
munications of God to men presup- 


pose that the normal relations be- 


tween earth and heaven have been 
interrupted. To deny this is not only 
to question God’s truth in one par- 
ticular point, but to question it al- 
together ; to say not only ‘ He lieth’ 
in the specific declaration, but ‘ He is 
a liar’ in His whole dealing with 
mankind. Cemp. ¢. y. 10. 

The peculiar phrase w. rovodpev is 
characteristic of St John (John v. 18; 
Vill. 53 ; X. 33 5 Xix. 7, 12), and carries 
with it the idea of overweening, un- 
righteous self-assertion. 

A second result flows from the 
general denial of the truth of the 
revelation of God. We lose the privi- 
lege of ‘converse’ with Him: His 
word 7s not in us, 

6 Adyos avrov| His word, the word 
of God, ii. 14. Comp. John viii. 55; 
SS SX vals Olds, 

The phrase is used specially for the 
Gospel message, which is the crown of 
all revelation: Luke v. 1; viii. 11, 21; 
xi. 28; and habitually in the Acts: 
TVG LVL oan 7 seaVillee Tay Xda sexta 
24; xiii. 5,7, 44, 46, &c. 

The ‘word’ here differs from the 
‘truth’ in ». 8 as the process differs 
from the result. The ‘truth’ is the 
sum considered objectively of that 
which the ‘word’ expresses. The 
word as a living power makes the 
truth real little by little to him who 
receives it (John viii. 31, 32). And 
further, the ‘word’ is personal : it 
calls up the thought of the speaker : 
it is ‘the word of God,” The truth on 
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is embodied in a Person. abides in him’ (John v. 38, comp. viii. 
The word, like the truth, can be » 37), and conversely he ‘ abides in the 


regarded both as the moving principle word’ (John viii. 31), 
which stirs the man and as the sphere 
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The idea of the Divine Fatherhood, answering to that of human sonship TheDivine 
and childship (see Additional Note on iii. 1), occupies an important place Father- 
in the writings of St John. It cannot be rightly understood without 7°°% 
reference to its development in the Old Testament and in the Synoptic 
Gospels. 

In the Old Testament the general notion-of Fatherhood was madei. In the . 

personal by the special covenants which He was pleased to establish with Old Testa- 
representative men. He thus became the ‘ Father’ of the chosen people ment. 
in a peculiar sense (Ex. iv. 22; Deut. xxxii. 6; comp. i. 31, viii. 5; Is. Ixiii. 
16, lxiv. 8; comp. xliii. 1, 6, 21, xliv. 2, 24, xlvi. 3 ff.; Jer. xxxi.9, 20; Hos. 
xi. 1; Mal. ii. 10; comp. i. 6); and each member of the nation was His 
child (Deut. xiv. 1; Is. i. 2, xxx. I, 9, xliii. 6, lxiii. 8; Jer. iii. 4, 19; comp. 
Matt. xv. 24,26). But this sonship was regarded as an exceptional blessing. 
It belonged to the nation as ‘priests and kings’ to the Lord ; and so we 
find that the relationship of privilege, in which all the children of Israel 
shared in some manner, was in an especial degree the characteristic of the 
theocratic minister (comp. Ps. Ixxxii. 6). Of the king, the representative 
head of the royal nation, God said ‘ Thou art my Son, this day, that is at 
the moment of the solemn consecration, ‘ have I begotten thee’ (Ps. ii. 7) : 
and again, ‘He shall cry unto me: Thou art my Father, my God, and the 
rock of my salvation. Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than 
the kings of the earth’ (Ps. Ixxxix. 26 f.; comp. 2 Sam. vii. 12 ff.). Comp. 
Keclus. xxiii. 1, 4. 

It will however be observed on a study of the passages that the idea of This idea 
Fatherhood in the Old Testament is determined by the conceptions of an limited. 
Eastern household, and further that it is nowhere extended to men gene- 
rally. God is the great Head of the family which looks back to Him as its 
Author. His ‘children’ owe Him absolute obedience and reverence: they 
are ‘in His hand’: and conversely He offers them wise counsel and pro- 
tection. But the ruling thought throughout is that of authority and not 
of love. The relationship is derived from a peculiar manifestation of God’s 
Providence to one race (Ex. iv. 22; Hos. xi. 1), and not from the original 
connexion of man as man with God. If the nobility of sonship is to be 
extended to Gentiles, it is by their incorporation in the chosen family (Ps. 
1xxxvii). 

So far the conception of a divine Fatherhood is (broadly speaking) ii, The 
national among the Jews as it was physical in the Gentile world. But in idea of 
the Gospels the idea of Sonship is spiritual and personal. God is revealed Teas 
as the Giver and Sustainer (Matt. vii. 9 ff.) of a life like His own, to those }ooq inthe 
who were created in His image, after His likeness, but who have beenalienated Synoptic 
from Him (Luke xv. 11 ff). The original capacity of man to receive God is Gospels. 
declared, and at the same time the will of God to satisfy it. Both facts 
are set forth once for all in the person of Him who was both the Son of 


man and the Son of God. 
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idea in the 
New Tes- 
tament. 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN. 


The idea of the divine Fatherhood and of the divine Sonship as realised 
in Christ appears in His first recorded words and in His dedication to His 
public ministry. The words spoken in the Temple: ‘ Wist ye not that I 
must be in my Father's house ?’ (Luke ii. 49 év rois rod marpds) appear to 
mark in the Lord, from the human side, the quickened consciousness of His 
mission at a crisis of His life, while as yet the local limitations of worship 
are fully recognised (contrast John iv. 21). The voice at the Baptism 
declares decisively the authority of acknowledged Sonship as that in which 
He is to accomplish His work (Matt. iii, 17 and parallels; comp. Johni. 34). 

In the Sermon on the Mount the idea of God’s Fatherhood in relation 
both to Christ and to the disciples is exhibited most prominently. The 
first notice of the sonship of men is remarkable and if rightly interpreted 
most significant: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called 
sons of God’ (Matt. v. 9). This benediction is seen in its true light by 
comparison with the angelic hymn: ‘ On earth peace among men of well- 
pleasing’ (Luke ii. 14). The peace of which Christ speaks is that of 
reunited humanity (comp. Eph. ii. 14 .). The blessing of sonship is for those 
who, quickened by God’s Spirit (Rom. viii. 14), help to realise on earth 
that inward brotherhood of which He has given the foundation and the 
pledge. ; 

The teaching which follows the beatitude enforces and unfolds this 
thought. The sign of Sonship is to be found in god-like works which 
cannot but be referred at once to their true and heavenly origin (Matt. y. 
16). These are to be in range no less universal than the most universal 
gifts of God, the rain and the sunshine (v. 44 ff.; Luke vi. 35 ff.), in order that 
the fulness of divine sonship may be attained and manifested (v. 45 daas 
yévnobe viol rod a. v. Tod ev. odp.; Luke vi. 35 fread viol viiorov). At the 
same time the standard of judgment, even all-knowing love, impresses a 
new character upon action (Matt. vi. 1, 4, 6,18). The obligations of kin- 
dred to others follow from the privilege of kindred with the common 
Father (Matt. vi. 14f.; Mc. xi. 25 f.). The Father’s knowledge anticipates 
the petitions of the children (Matt. vi. 8; Luke xii. 30), and duly provides 
for their wants (Matt. vi. 26 ff; Luke xii. 24 ff.). Here and elsewhere the 
laws of natural affection are extended to spiritual relations (Matt. vii. off; 


‘Luke xi. 11 ff.). 


From these passages it will be seen how immeasurably the conception of 
Fatherhood is extended by the Lord beyond that in the Old Testament. The 
bond is moral, and not physical : it is personal and human, and not national. 
It suggests thoughts of character, of duty, of confidence which belong to a 
believer as such and not peculiarly to those who stand in particular out- 
ward circumstances. In the few other passages in the Synoptic Gospels 
in which the title ‘your Father’ occurs, it has the same force : it conveys 
implicitly grounds of trust and the certainty of future triumph (Matt. x. 
20,29; Luke xii. 32). The ‘name’ of Him whom the Lord made known 
was, it may be said truly, ‘the Father, evenas the name of Him Who sent 
Moses was ‘ Jehovah, ‘ the absolute,’ ‘ the self-existent!’” And in this con- 


1 There is really no strict represen- | Apocalypse, and even there it is modi - 
tative of the name Jehovah inthe New fied: Apoc. i. 4, 8, Iv. 8 (6 dy Kal 6 Fv Kat 


Testament except in the 6 dy of the 6 épy.), xi. 17, Xvi. 5 (6 dy Kal 6 jv) 
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nexion the first petition of the Lord’s Prayer gains a new meaning: Our 
Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name—the supreme revela- 
tion of Fatherhood (Matt. vi.g ; comp. Luke xi. 2). 

The revelation of the Father is indeed distinctly claimed by the Lord The reve- 
for Himself alone (Matt. xi. 27; Luke x. 22). True discipleship to Him is lation of 
the fulfilment of ‘His Father’s’ will (Matt. vii. 21). He pronounces with *eFather, 

the work 
authority upon the divine counsels and the divine working, as being of o¢ Chyist, 
“His Father’ (Matt. xv. 13, xvi. 17, xviii: 10, 14, 19, 35, XXV. 34, XXvVi, 
29; Luke xxii. 29). He speaks of ‘ His Father's promise ’ (Luke xxiv. 49), 
and of ‘ His Father’s presence’ (Matt. x. 32 f.) with the confidence of a Son. 
But with the confidence of a Son the Lord maintains also the dependence 
of a Son. Every prayer which He makes will be answered (Matt. xxvi. 53), 
yet He places Himself wholly in ‘ His Father’s’ hands (Matt. xxvi. 39, 42) ; 
and He reserves some things for His Father alone (Matt. xx. 23). 

Such a revelation of the divine Fatherhood through the Son to sons pistinct- 
definitely distinguishes the Christian doctrine of God from Pantheism ive fea- 
and Theism. As against Pantheism it shews God as distinct from and tures of 
raised immeasurably above the world; as against Theism it shews God ;; eet renee 
as entering into a living fellowship with men, as taking humanity into. 
personal union with Himself. The unseen King of the divine Kingdom is 
made known as One to whom His people can draw near with the confi- 
dence of children}, 

The revelation of God as the Father is specially brought out by St iii. The 
John; but in a somewhat different form from that in which it is found in revelation 
the Synoptists. Two titles occur commonly in the Gospel in relation to 2 eunee 
Christ: (2) The Father; and (8) My Father. Both of these occur in the St John, 
Synoptists each nine or ten times. But on the other hand St John never 
uses the phrases 6 marjp pov o vy ovpavois (6 ovpavios), 6 maTip vpav 6 év 
ovpavois, which occur each nine times in the Synoptic Gospels; nor does he 
use the phrase 6 warjp vay except xx. 17 (in contrast); nor yet the 
Pauline phrase 6 sarjp jyov in his own writings. In the Epistles he uses 


XXvil. 
pou. 


1 The simple title ‘my Father’ is 53 mTapakadéoa Tor marepa 


comparatively rare in the Synoptic 


Gospels. It is not found in St Mark 
(comp. viii. 38 || Matt. xvi. 27). It oc- 
curs in St Luke: 
ii. 49 (€v Tots Tov 7. p.) 
x. 22 (parallel to Matt. xi. 27) 
xxii. 29 (xafws diéBerd por 6 7. ML. 
Bactdelav) 
xxiv. 49 (riv émayyeNav Tov T. p.) 
In St Matthew it is found more fre- 
quently 
xi. 27 mavra pot mapedoOn vad 
TOU TT. [he 
XX. 23 ols nroluacrar Ure TOU T. f. 
XXV. 34 ol evAoyyuévor TOU TT. ML. 
xxvi. 29 €v TH Baotdela TOU Tm. b. 
39, 42 Llarep mou 





But most frequently with the addition 
6 év (rois) ovpavots (6 objpayios). 
Vii. 21, Xi. 50 70 OéAnua TOU 7. p. 
Tob év (Tots) ovp. 
X. 32, 33 €umpoobev Tov mT. p. TOU 
év (rovs) ovp. 
XV. 13 qv ovK epurevoey 6 7, pb. 6 


oupdveos 

xvi. 17 ovK daekdAuvWey aN’ 6 1. 
jh. 6 €v OUP. 

xviii. 10 76 Tpdowroy TOD T. pw. TOU 
év oup. 


1g yeryoerat avrols mapa Tov 
I. fl» TOU ev up. 

35 ovrws Kal 6 7. mM. 6 ovpauos 
TOLNTEL VMiV. 
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uniformly the absolute title 6 xarip (comp. 2 John 3) without any addition; 
and in the Apoe. 6 rarip adrod (mov) but not 6 marip. 

These differences though minute are really significant. St John in his 
latest writings regards the relation of the Divine Fatherhood in its eternal, 
that is, in its present, realisation, and not in regard to another order. Or 
to look at the truth from another point of view, St John presents to us the 
Sonship of Christ, the foundation of*the sonship of men, from its absolute 
side, while the Synoptists connect it with the fulfilment of the office of the 
Messianic King. 

The full sense of the title ‘the Father’ will be seen by an examination 
of the passages in which the titles 6 marjp and 6 Ocds occur in close con- 
nexion : 


John i. 18 dedy...e’s rov KoAmov Tov Tarpos. 
—— lil. 34 ff. 6 Oeds...ra fypara tov beod...6 matnp dyana...} épyn rod 
» 34 i. Saas Pnp Tov Geov...0 np ayana...n opyn 
Gcod. 
. a wv, lol , < , fol c , 
— iv. ar ff. T@ Tarpt...1@ marpi...0 watyp...mvedpa o eos. 
— Vl. 27 0 matnp, 6 eds. 
a a a a , a a \ =a Sy 
— 45 f. Ocod...rod marpos...rov marépa...Tod Oeod...rdv Tarépa. 
— kill. 3 dre mdvra @wxev avré 6 marnp...cat drt amd Oeod e&ndOev xat 
mpos Tov Ocdv Umayer. 
— XIV. I, 2, 9 rov Ocov...105 marpos fovu...Tov martépa. 
1 John ii. 13 ff. rév warépa...rod Oeov...t0d TATPOS...TOU TaTpos...TOod Oeod. 
— iii. 1 6 waryp...Ocod. 
— iv. 14 ff. 6 marnp...tod Oeod...6 Oeds...7 Bed. 


The title ‘my Father’ as used by the Lord marks the special relation 
of God to the Son Incarnate, and so, mediately, to man in virtue of the 
Incarnation, and to all revelation as leading up to it. It is found Jobn ii. 
16, ¥. 17, 43, Vi. 32, 40, Vili. 19, 49, 54, x. 18, 25, 29, 37, xiv. 2, 7, 20, 21, 23, 
XV yG,)155 2324x174 

As to the relation of the two titles ‘the Father’ and ‘my Father, it 
may be said generally that ‘the former suggests those thoughts which 
spring from the consideration of the moral connexion of God and man in 
virtue of the creation of man ‘in the image of God,’ while the latter points 
to those which spring from what has been made known to us in the course 
of the history of the world, the revelation of the connexion of the Incarnate 
Son with God and with man. ‘The Father’ corresponds under this aspect 
with the group of ideas gathered up in the Lord’s title ‘the Son of man’ 
(comp. John vi. 27, viii. 28); and ‘my Father’ with those which are 
gathered up in the titles, ‘the Son of God, ‘the Christ.’ 

The first instances in which the Lord uses the two titles seem to mark 
their meaning. 


ii, 16 6 olkos rod m. pov, comp, Luke ii. 49. 
iv. 21, 23 mpookuveiv ro Tarpi, comp. Matt. xi. 27. 


And the first great discourse which lays the foundation of the Lord’s claims 
unfolds the relation of the Son to the Father and to men, and so of men to 
the Father (John v. 19 ff.). 

In this discourse it will be noticed that the title ‘my Father’ is found 
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at the beginning and the end (vv. 17, 43), but elsewhere only the absolute 
titles ‘the Father,’ ‘the Son.’ 


The two titles occur not unfrequently in close connexion, é.g. : 
John vy. 43 Avda ev T@ dvdpatt TOO TaTpds pov. 
45 p71 Soxeire Ste eyd karnyopiow vor mpos Tov marépa. 

— Vi. 27 rodrov 6 marnp eodpayioev. 

— 32 6 maryp pov didwow duiv Tov dprov ex Tod ovpavod. 

— X. 27 dua rotTd pe 6 marhp dyara. 

== 28 ravrny Thy evrodny ~daBov rapa Tod TarTpos pov. 

== 29 0 marnp pou 6 dédaxev...dpmacew ex THS XEtpos TOU TarTpés. 

— xiv. 7 TOV Tarépa pou ap 7Oerre. : 

— 9 6 éwpakads eve édpaxev Tov marépa. 

— XX. 17 ovr dvaBéBnxa mpos rév marépa. 

— dvaBaive mpos Tov marépa pov... 

They are found also in phrases otherwise identical to which they give 

a sensible difference of colour. 


John xiv. 11 éyo €v 76 rarp) Kai 6 TaTnp €v euoi. 
_— 20 eyo ev TO mrarpi pov kal vueis ev euol. 
— 31 evToAny Caxév por 6 mari. 
— X. 18 ravrqy thy evrodijy 2aBov mapa Tod TarTpos j.ov: 
If we try to go a little further into detail we notice the title ‘the Use of the 
Father’ : title * the 
(1) In relation to men: beg 
John iv. 21—3 mpookvveiv +6 rrarpi. 
— V.45 pi Soxeire drt eyed xatnyopiow vuady mpos Toy m. 
~- Vi. 45 mas 6 dxovoas mapa Tod 7. 
— 46 ovy dri roy 7. édpaxéy rts. 
— 65 édv un 7 Sedopévor auT@ €k Tod 7. 
—— X. 29 apratev éx ris yeipos Tod 7. 
= 32 edevEa vpiv Kara ek TOU Tr. 
— Xil. 26 tiyunoet avrov 6 7. 
—— Xiv. 6 oddels epyerar pds roy Tr. 
_ 8 SetEov tov m....€dpakev Tov Tm, 
-—— xy. 16 Ore ay aitnonre Tov mr. 
— Xvi. 23 av tt altnonre roy 7. 
— 26 eparnoe Tov m. epi dpar. 
— 27 Om. hidet vpas. 
1 John ii. 1 mapdxAnrov éyomev mpos roy wr. 
— 14 eyvexate Tov 7. 
— 15 9 dydmn Tov 7. 
— 16 ovK éoTwy ek Tov 7. 
— iil. 1 ddoxev jyiv o 7. 
2 John 4 évrodjv éd\aBopev mapa Tod 7. 
(2) In relation to the Son absolutely : 
John i. 18 6 dy eis rév KdATOv TOU Tr. 
— ili. 35 0m. dyana Tov viov (comp. xv. 9). 
— V. 266 m....7@ vid Cwxer. 
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John vi. 46 ovros édpakey roy m. 
= 57 Kaye (o Ova Toy Tr. 
2G AO) eye kai om. & eopser. 
— Xiv. 28 6 m. pelfwy pov éorw. 
— Xvi. 15 mavra doa eye 6 mr. end eorw. 
1 John i. 2 jrus Av mpds rov 7 
2 John 3 700 viod rod a. 
— 9 kal roy m. Kai roy vidy ive (comp. 1 John ii, 22 ff). 


(3) In relation to the Mission of the Son—‘the Father that sent 
me’ 
John v. 23 6m. 6 mépwas adrov. 
= 36 a dédaxév por 6 7... -paprupet Ore Om. pe dméaTadkev. 
= 37; Vili. 16, 18, xii. 49, xiv. 24.6 méuas pe marnp. 
— Vi. 44, 67.0 réwpas He. 
— X. 36 ov o m. Hylacey kal dméoreider. 
— XX. 21 xads dméatakey pe 6 7. 
Comp. xvi. 27 f. napa rod m., ex Tod mr. e&FdOov. 
1 John iv. 14 0 ™. dméarankev Tov vidv. 
=. 1. 3) 11. 22,/23,.24 6 as:0.vlase 
(4) More particularly in relation to the form of the Mission : 
John v. 36 & dSaxév por 6 mr. va TeNetdow adrd. 
— Vi. 27 6 vids rod dvOpdmov...rodrov 6 ©. eoppayioev. 
— Vili. 28 xaas e0idakev pe 0 7. TadTa hada, 
— 38 a eye édpaxa mapa T@ 7. AAA. 
— Xil. 50 kadds etpnkév por 6 m. ofrws AaAG- 
— Xiv. 31 xadas evrohiy EOWKEY MOL O T. OUTS TOLA. 
— XV. 10 Kadds é ey TOU 1. Tas evTOAas TeTHPNKA. 
— Xvill. 11 7d mornpioy 6 dédaxév por 6 7. 


(5) And also to the active communion between the Father and the 
Son in the accomplishment of it: 
John vy. 19 ff. ay pr} re Bhéng Tov m. movodvra, 6 m. mavra Seixvuow avr. 
— Vi. 37 0 diSeciy Hot OT. 
ex l5 yvdornes He OT. Kaya yudone TOV Tr. 
— 38 ev HOt OT. kayo €v TO Tr. 
—— Riv. 106m. év éepol pear, motel Ta épya avrov. 
> Il eyo ev TO 7. Kal o 7. ev Mol. 
— 31 ayane roy 7. 
— XV. 326m. per’ euod eoriv. 
(6) And to the consummation of the Mission : 
John x. 17 dca rodrd He Om. dyana Ore eyed TiOnue THY Wuxny pov. 
— xiv. 12 eyo Tpos Tov 7. mopevopat. 
a 13 iva Sofac dj 6 Om. ev TO VIG. 


— 16 épwryow Tov m. Kal dion ‘mapdedroy ddoeu. 
_ 28, xvi. 28 mropevouar mpos rv 7. 

— xvi. 10 prs Toy 7. UTayo, 

— 17 Umayw mpos Tov Tr, 


Comp. xiii. 1 ta peraB7...mpos rév 1. 
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(7) And to the Mission of the Spirit: 


John xiv. 26 ro wvetpa rd aytov 3 Tenet OT. €v TH OvopuaTi pov. 
— XV. 26 6 mapdkdytos bv éyd méuro vuiv mapa Tod m., 7d mvedpa...d 
Tapa TOU m. exmopeverat. 
— XV 25 mepl rod m. drayyere dpiv. 


In each respect the particular relation is traced up to the primal 
relation of the perfect divine love expressed in the idea of Fatherhood and 
Sonship. 

The title ‘my Father’ is far more rare than ‘the Father, though it Use of the 
has been not unfrequently substituted for it in the later texts in order to oa My 
bring out a more obvious sense. It fixes attention, as has been already ~* sc 
remarked, upon the actual circumstances of Christ as the Incarnate Son, 
as serving to convey the true idea of God as Father. 


Hence it is used 


(1) Specially in connexion with the office of Christ as the Fulfiller 
of the old Covenant, the Interpreter of the God of Israel Who had 
been misunderstood by the Jews. Looking to Christ, to His acts and 


words, Israel might see the true character of the Lord. The Son was the 
revelation of His Father : ; 


John ii, 16 rdv ofkov rod m. p. 
— V.17 07. p. ws dpre epydterar. 
— Vi. 320m. p. Sidwow vpiv rov dprov ex Tod ovpavov. 
— Vill. 19 ore eye otSare odre Tov mr. p. 
— 49 TYL® TOY TT. p. 
i * = 54 €orw om. pw. 6 Ookdlov pe. 
— X. 37 ef od row ra pya rod m. p. 
— XV. 16m. p. 0 yeapyés ear. 
— 8 &v rovr@ edo€dobn 6m. p. 
= 23 6 eve puody Kal Tov 7. p. peced. 
_ 24 pepionkacwy Kal ee Kal TOV Tm. pL. 


(2) And more widely of the particular aspect under which Christ pre- 
sented the divine character in His own Person and Life: e 


John vi. 40 76 Anya Tod 7. p. 
— Xx. 18 ravrny thy évroAny €haBov rapa Tod Tr. p. 
oe 29 0m. ph. 0 O€da@xKev pot. 
— Xxiv. 2 €y 77 oikig Tou wr. p. 
— 7 «i éyv@xeté pe Kat Tov Tr. p. av qOecre. 
— 20 yudoeaOe Ore eyo Ev THT. fi. 
a 21 dyama@y ene ayamnOnoerat v0 Tow Tr. pL. 
—~ 236 m. pb. dyarnoes avrov. 
— XV. 15 & Hove mapa TOD 1. p. eyvdpica vpiv. 
— XX. 17 dvaBaivw mpos Tov m. p. kal marépa dpa. 


Thus we can sce the full force of the phrase ‘I came in My Father's 
name,’ and not simply ‘in the Father’s name. Christ consummated the 


Ww. 3 
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earlier teaching and presented in a pattern of complete sacrifice the fulfil- 
ment of that love which is the source of being : 
John v. 43 €AnAvéa ev TH dvopare TOU 7. p. 
— X.25 raépyad éyd rod ev TO Gvopare TOU T. p. : 
Comp. xvii. 6, 11, 12, 26(rd dvopla Tod m.). 
‘My Father’ in the revelation of Christ brings ‘the Father’ close to 
us (comp. Heb. ii. 11 ff). 
‘Theliving Still one other title must be noticed ‘the living Father, Jobn vi. 57: 
Vather.’ This phrase is unique, though it corresponds to the common title ‘the 
living God’ (Apoce. Vii. 2 Ocot (avros, XV. 7 Tov Geod Tod Cavros eis Tovs ai. 
Matt. xvi. 16 6 vids rod 6. rod ¢ &c.). In the view which it gives of the 
continuous activity of the divine love it completes the view of the divine 
sovereignty given by St Paul’s phrase 6 Baodebs taév aidyey, 1 Tim. i. 17. 


Additional Note on i. 7’. 


The idea The interpretation of the passages in the New Testament which refer 
oe In to the blessings obtained by the ‘ Blood’ of Christ must rest finally upon 
x * the interpretation given to the use of Blood in the sacrificial system of the 


O. T. Our own natural associations with Blood tend, if not to mislead, at 
least to obscure the ideas which it suggested to a Jew. 
And here it is obvious that the place occupied by Blood in the Jewish 
sacrifices was connected with the general conception attached to it through- 
The seat of out the Pentateuch. The Blood is the seat of Life in such a sense that it 
Life; and can be spoken of directly as the Life itself (WD2 Gen. ix. 4; Deut. xii. 23). 
More exactly the Life is said to be ‘in the Blood’ (Lev. xvii. 11). Hence it 
was forbidden to eat flesh with the blood (Gen. ix. 4; Lev. vii. 26f. ; xvii. 
11 ff.; Dent. xii. 23 f.): a man might not use another's life for the support 
of his physical life. 
living For it must be observed that by the outpouring of the Blood the life 
whenshed. which was in it was not destroyed, though it was separated from the 
organism which it had before quickened: Gen. iv. 10; comp. Heb. xii. 
24 (mapa Tov “ABeA); Apoc. Vi. 10. 
Appointed This prohibition of the use of Blood as food gave occasion for the 
for an clearest declaration of its significance in sacrifice (Lev. xvii. 11): I 2ili 
eaten even set my face against ‘at soul that eateth blood, and will cut him o Vii 
‘ From among the people. For the soul—life— —(W5}) of the flesh is in the 
blood ; and I have given tt to you upon the altar to make an atonement 
Jor your souls—lives—(DP NVI), Jor the Blood, it atones through 
the soul—life (1B? VDI), ie. its atoning virtue lies not in its material 
substance but in the life of which it is the ‘vehicle. Moreover, the 
Blood already shed is distinctly treated as living. When it is sprinkled 
‘upon the altar’ it makes atonement in virtue of the ‘life’ which is in it. 


1 On the subject of this note I may Milligan, The Resurrection of our Lord, - 
refer to the very suggestive note of Dr _ pp. 263 ff. 
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Thus two distinct ideas were included in the sacrifice of a victim, the Two 
death of the victim by the shedding of its blood, and the liberation, so to aspects of 
speak, of the principle of life by which it had been animated, so that this 1 a 4 
life became available for another end. The ritual of sacrifice took account we () 
of both these moments in the symbolic act. The slaughtering of the victim, sprink- 
which was properly the work of the offerer, was sharply separated from ling. 
the sprinkling of the blood, which was the exclusive work of the priest. 
The death was inflicted by him who in his representative acknowledged 
the due punishment of his sin; the bringing near to God of the life so 
rendered up was the office of the appointed mediators between God and 
men. Death and life were both exhibited, death as the consequence of 
sin, and life made by the Divine appointment a source of life. And it is 
worthy of notice that these two thoughts of the shedding and of the 
sprinkling of the Blood, which embrace the two elements in the conception 
of atonement, were equally expressed by the one word aiwarexxvola, 
sanguinis effusio (fusio) V., outpouring of blood (Heb. ix. 22). Thus the 
life was first surrendered and then united with God. 

So far the thoughts suggested by the Jewish animal sacrifices seem to The Levi- 
be clear; but they were necessarily imperfect and transitional. The union tical use 
between the offerer and the offering was conventional and not real. The ceo 
victim was irrational, so that there could be no true fellowship between it bolicaland 
and the offender, Its death was involuntary, so that it could not embody imperfect. 
in the highest form surrender to the Divine will. 

All that was foreshadowed by the Mosaic sacrificial. system, all that was The idea 
from the nature of the case wanting in it, Christ supplied. With Him, the fulfilled in 
Son of Man, all men are made capable of vital union: in Him all men Christ. 
find their true life. His sacrifice of Himself, through life and through 
death, was in every part a reasonable service. He endured the Cross at 
the hands of men. He was at once ‘offered’ and ‘offered Himself’ (Heb. ix. 

14, 28); and by His own blood He entered in once for all into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us (Heb. ix. 12). 

Thus in accordance with the typical teaching of the Levitical ordinances Christ’s 
the Blood of Christ represents Christ’s Life (1) as rendered in free self- Blood (1) 
sacrifice to God for men, and (2) as brought into perfect fellowship with (Death), (2) 
God, having been set free by death. The Blood of Christ is, as shed, the offered to 
Life of Christ given for men, and, as offered, the Life of Christ now given God (Life). 
to men, the Life which is the spring of their life (John xii. 24). In each 
case the efficacy of the Life of Christ depends, from man’s side, on the 
incorporation of the believer ‘in Christ.’ 

It will be evident from what has been said that while the thought of The idea 
Christ’s Blood (as shed) includes all that is involved in Christ’s Death, the of Christ’s 
Death of Christ, on the other hand, expresses only a part, the initial part, aiyar a. 
of the whole conception of Christ’s Blood. The Blood always includes the celudesthat 
thought of the life preserved and active beyond death. of Christ’s 

This conception of the Blood of Christ is fully brought out in the funda- Life. r 
mental passage, John vi. 53—56. Participation in Christ’s Blood is par- St John, 
ticipation in His life (v. 56). But at the same time it is implied throughout 
that it is only through His Death—His violent Death—that His Blood 
can be made available for men. 
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In the other passages of St John’s writings, where reference is made to 
the Blood of Christ, now one part of the whole conception and now the 
other predominates. In Apoc. i. 5 7 dyamdvri jpas Kal AvdoavTe Huas ex 
Tov dpaptidy jpav év TS alipate avrov, and in Apoc. Vv. 9, Ore eopayns Kal 
jydpacas TO Oc@ €v TO aiparr, the idea of the single act, the pouring out 
of blood in death, is most prominent and yet not exclusively present. 
In the one case the present participle (ayarévre) seems to extend the act 
beyond the moment of accomplishment ; and in the other ¢v t@ aipare 
is felt to add something to éofdyys which is not included in it. The 
Blood is not simply the price by which the redeemed were purchased but 
the power by which they were quickened so as to be capable of belonging 
to God. 

On the other hand in Apoe. xii. 11 évixyoay atrov Sia 7d aia Tov 
dpviov, Apoc. vii. 14 €Xevkavay avras [tas orodds] ev T@ aipars Tod dpviov, 
1 John i. 7 76 aia Inood rod viod adrod Kabapifer nuas ad mdons apaprias, 
the conception of the Blood as an energetic power, as a fountain of life, 
opened by death and flowing still, is clearly marked. 

This latter thought explains the stress which St John lays on the issue 
of the blood and the water from the side of the Lord after the Crucifixion 
(John xix. 34; 1 John y. 6 ff. notes). That which was outwardly, phy- 
sically, death, was yet reconcileable with life. Christ lived even in Death 
and through Death. 

The simple idea of the Death of Christ, as separated from His Life, 
falls wholly into the background in the writings of St John (John xi. 50 f. 5 
xviii. 14; xii. 24 f., 33; xviii. 33). It is only in the words of Caiaphas that 
the virtue of Christ?s death is directly mentioned. In this respect his 
usage differs from. that of St Paul and St Peter (macyew). If the Good 
Shepherd ‘lays down His life for the sheep’ (John x. 11), this last act only 
reveals the devotion of His care for them. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews the manifold efficacy of Christ’s Blood is 
directly illustrated by a parallel with two representative sacrifices, the 
Covenant Sacrifice by which Israel was brought into fellowship with God 
(Heb. ix. 15 ff.), and the Service of the Day of Atonement, by which the 
broken fellowship was again restored (Heb. ix. 11 ff.). 

The Blood of Christ is the Blood of the New Covenant: Heb. ix. 15 ff 
See Matt. xxvi. 28; Mk. xiv. 24; Le. xxii.20; 1 Cor. xi.25, 27 (comp. 1 Cor. 
x. 16); and it is the Blood through which He as our High Priest enters 
into the Presence of God for us: Heb. ix. 12, 23 ff; comp. xiii. 12, i. 3. 
These two aspects of the truth need to be carefully regarded. By ‘sprink- 
ling’ of Christ’s Blood the believer is first brought into fellowship with 
God in Christ ; and in the imperfect conduct of his personal life, the life of 
Christ is continually communicated to him for growth and cleansing. He 
himself enters into the Divine Presence ‘in the Blood of Jesus ’ (Heb. x. 19) 
surrounded, as it were, and supported by the Life which flows from Him}, 


1 Compare a remarkable passage of xal rovr’ @ore miciv 7d alua Tod "Inoov 
Clement of Alexandria: dirrdy dé 7d ris Kupiakns meradaBely ddOapalas: ic- 
alua Too Kuplov, Td mer yap éorw avrod xs bé Tov Aéyou Td mvedua, ws alua 
TapKeKoy, & THS POopds AehuTpOuEeHa, Td  gapxos (Ped. ii. 2, § 19). 
6é wvevmatiKoy, TovTerTW @ Kexploueda, 
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Similar thoughts find expression in the other writings of the New 
Testament. Thus we read with predominant reference to the initial act of 
salvation : 

Acts xx. 28 ripv éxkAyolay rod Gcod jy mepimoucaro dia 
tov idlov. 

t Pet. i. 18 f. edurpdéyre...tyuio alate os duvod apadpov 
Xpuorov. 

Col. i. 20 efpnvoromoas 81a Tod aiwaros Tov oTavpov avrod. 

But even in such cases the first act is not regarded as an isolated act of 
forgiveness. It is the beginning of a state which continues : 

Rom. v. 9 dcxacobévres viv & TO atpare avrod coOnodpeba Sv avrov. 

Eph. i. 7 év @ gxopev tHy atodvtpocw dia Tov aipatos avrov. 

Eph. ii. 13 éyeonOnre eyyts év TO atpate Tov Xprorov. 

In other places the thought of the continuous efficacy of Christ’s blood 
as a power of life is even more conspicuous : 

t Pet. i. 2 (exAexrois) eis Umaxony Kat favticpov aiparos "Incod Xpiorov. 

eb.” ix. KaGapiet Thy ouveldnow tpav ame 
vexpav épyav cis TO AaTpever Oe@ Case 

Heb. x. 19 éxyovres...tappnoiay eis THY elcodov TaY dylay ev TO alware 
"Inoov...mporepyapueda... 

Heb. xii. 24 (apocedndvdare) aiwart pavtiaj.ov Kpetrtov adovyte Tapa 
toy “ABen. 

The two elements which are thus included in the thought of Christ’s 
Blood, or, in the narrower sense of the word, of Christ’s Death and Christ’s 
Blood, that is of Christ’s Death (the Blood shed) and of Christ’s Life (the 
Blood offered), are indicated clearly in . 9 [God] ts faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins (the virtue of Christ’s Death); and to cleanse us 
_ from all unrighteousness (the virtue of Christ’s Life). 


a ? 
TOU AtwaTa¢s 


kal domidov 


14 70 aia Tov Xptorov.. 
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Usage in 
other 
books of 
Neen 


1 Johni. 9g. 


The treatment of the doctrine of sin by St John requires to be con- The idea 


sidered briefly in its main features for the understanding of many details 
in the Epistle. ‘Sin,’ St John says in a phrase of which the terms are 
made convertible, ‘is lawlessness’ (c. iii. 4 ) duapria éoriy 7 dvopia, pec- 
catum est iniguitas V.). The description is absolutely exhaustive. Man 
is constituted with a threefold relation, a threefold obligation to self, 
to the world, to God. To violate the aw’ by which this relation is de- 
fined in life is ‘to sin. Each conscious act by which the law is ee sse 
is ‘a sin’: the principle which finds expression in the special acts is ‘sin’ 
(4 dpapria, John i. 49)*. 


1 This use of 4 duapria is not found 
in the Synoptic Gospels nor in the Acts. 


mapapalvew, mapdBacis, mapaBdrns (St 
Matthew, St Paul, Hebrews, St James ; 


It occurs in St Paul: Rom. v. 12, &c. 

Many of the special terms which are 
used for sin in different aspects in 
other writings of the New Testament, 
are wanting in St John, e.g. do¢Beiv, 
dcéBaa (St Paul, St Peter, St Jude), 


in 2 John g read mpodyw) 5 (mapavopety, 
mapavoula) ; mapamTwpa (rapantrrew) 
(St Matthew, St Mark, St Paul). He 
commonly speaks of sin under the 
terms ‘darkness,’ ‘hatred,’ ‘ wander- 
ing,’ 


of sin in 


St John. 
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Sin isself- | When traced back to its last form this ‘sin’ is the self-assertion of the 
assertion, finite in violation of the limits which guide the harmonious fulfilment of 
amis ' the idea of its being. Every such act, being in its essence self-regarding, 
hatred,  Self-centred, must be a violation of ‘love.’ Thus lawlessness is under 
another aspect selfishness; or as it is characterised by St John, ‘hatred’ 
in opposition to love (1 John ii. 9; iii. 14 f.; iv.20). There can be essentially 
no middle term. ‘ 
The re- The ‘law’ which determines man’s right conduct. finds manifold declara- 
vealed law. tion, through special divine utterances(John xvii. 8, 7juara), commandments 
(¢. il. 3 évrodai), which are gathered up in the unity of one revelation (Adyos) 
without and within (ec. ii. 7, 14). To disregard any of these is to sin. 
‘ Sin,’ It follows that duapria (‘a sin,’ ‘sin’) and duaprdve (‘to sin’) have two 
‘sins.’ distinct meanings. ‘“Ayapria may describe a single act impressed by the 
sinful character (1 John v. 16f.), or sin regarded in the abstract (John xvi. 
8f.). And again duapravew may be ‘to commit a sinful act’ (ec. i. 10) or ‘to 
present a sinful character’ (c. iii. 6). The plural dpapria: offers no ambi- 
guity (John viii. 24; xx. 23; 1 John i.g, ii. 2, 12; iii. 5; iv. 10; comp. 
Apoe. i. 5; xviii. 4f.). ; 
The sinful This distinction between the principle, the power, of sin and the mani- 
character. festation of the power in individual sins is of primary importance. The 
wrong-doer embodies sin in deed (c. iii. 4, 8 6 mousy thy duapriay, comp. 
John viii. 34), just as the right-doer embodies the Truth (c. i. 6 qoveiv thy 
an Ociav; and by so doing he contracts a character corresponding to his 
‘deeds (¢. i. 8 yer auapriav). ; 
All men as Sin, as a fact, is universal (1 John i. 10); and the end of sin is death 
sinfulneed (James i. 15). Or, as St John states the case, looking at the eternal re- 
salvation. jations of things, man in his natural state is ‘in death’ (1 John iii. 14 
pera(seBnkapev ex Tod Oavarov eis thy Conv; comp. John vy. 24, 40; Matt. viii. 
22 || Le. ix. 60; Le. xv. 24). ‘The wrath of God abideth upon him’ (John 
ill. 36 péver em avrov; comp. Eph. ii. 3 réxva vce dpyjs). He needs ‘sal- 
vation’ (od¢ew John iii. 17; v. 34; x. 9; xii. 47; owrrp John iv. 42, 1 John 
iv. 145 9 owrnpia John iv. 22 ; comp. Apoc. vii. 10; xii. 10; xix. 1). 

It may come to pass that ‘sin’ and ‘sins’ surround the sinner and 
become as it were the element in which he exists (John viii. 21 ey TH 
dpapria, 24 €v rais auaprias, comp. 1 John y. 19 €v TO Tovnpe@ xeira:). He 
who sins ‘has not seen God’ (1 John iii. 6). ‘ Darkness’ not only hinders 
the use of sight but destroys the organ of sight (1 John ii. 11). There 
is even in the Christian body a sin unto death (¢. v. 16 duapria mpos Odvarov, 
peccatum ad mortem VY.) which excludes from the privileges of the Chris- 
tian society, the natural forces of the Christian life. 

Christ The efficacy of Christ’s work extends both to sin and sins. As ‘the 

deals with Tamb of God’ ‘He taketh away the sin of the world’ (@ John 129 6 duvds 

Boone Tov Oeod, 6 aipwv tiv apapriay Tov Kdopov, V. Aynus Det...qui tollit pecca- 
tum mundi); and again ‘ He was manifested that he may take away sins,’ 
not simply ‘our sins’ (1 John iii. 5 epavepdn iva apy ras duaptias, ap- 
paruit ut peccata tolleret V.). Under another aspect this ‘ removal of sing’ 
is an ‘undoing’, an ‘abrogation of the works of the devil? (ce. iii. 8 epav- 
€poOn 0 vids Tod Oeod iva Avon Ta Epya Tod StaBddov, apparuit Filius Dei ut 
dissolvat opera diaboli V.). 
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The consequences of sin once committed place the need of the sinner in Sin brings 
a clear light. Sin unless it be taken away ‘abideth’ (John ix. 41); and debt, 
its consequences fall under three main heads. The sinner incurs a debt ; peient 
he falls into bondage ; and he is estranged from God. The particular act Heese 
calls for a proportionate punishment for the moral discipline of the doer ; 
the wrong-doing impairs so far the powers of the doer ; and it also places 
a barrier between him and God. The notion of debt (Matt. vi. 12) is re- 
cognised in that of the ‘remission’ of sins (c. 1. 9; John xx. 23): the notion 
of bondage finds a most emphatic exposition in J ohn viii. 32 ff: ‘the love 
of the Father’ is incompatible with the love of the world, out of which sin 
springs (1 Jobn ii. 15 ff; comp. Eph. iv. 18; Colkas 27): 

Thus it is that man needs forgiveness, redemption, reconciliation. For- Forgive- 

giveness in order to be complete involves not only the remission of the "°5S- 
penalty of the deed but the removal of the direct results of the act on the 
doer. The exercise of such a power corresponds with a new creation. 
Thus when the Lord claims as Son of man the power of the forgiveness of 
sins he offers as a sign of it a creative act (Matt. ix. 5f 5; comp. John v. 
14). And so St John appeals to the divine promise assured to the penitent 
to ‘forgive their sins and cleanse them from all unrighteousness’ (1 John 
i, 9). 

Redemption again includes two elements, the deliverance of the sinner Redemp- 

from thraldom to a foreign power, and the restoration of his lost strength, tion. 
St John does not use the group of words connected with Avtpov (Avtpodaa, 
Aurperis, MUTpwats, dvtihuTpor), but he has the simple Avo (Apoe.i. 5); and 
in the Apocalypse he carries out the notion yet further, representing Chris- 
tians as‘ bought’ for God (v. 9; xiv. 3 f.). 

Man’s estrangement from God by sin can also be regarded in two ways. Reconcili- 

Sin cannot but be a bar to God’s love; and conversely man as sinful ation. 
cannot love God. He requires a change in condition and a change in 
feeling, propitiation and reconcilement. The latter thought finds its 
plainest expression in the group of words xarahddocew, droxatahAagoely, 
karaddayy, Which are peculiar to St Paul: the former in the group 
iAdoopat, Aacpos, acryprov. The change in the personal relation of 
man to God, from the side of man, indicated by ‘reconcilement’ (2 Cor. v. 
18—20; Rom. v. 1of.), is referred to its source by St John, who shews that 
the love of God in the Mission of His Son calls out man’s love (1 John iv. 10). 
On the other hand God looks with good pleasure on man in Christ: Christ 
is ‘the propitiation for our sins’ (c. ii. 2). ‘He loosed us from our sins in 
His blood’ (Apoc. i. 5). ‘ His blood cleanseth from all sin’ (i. 7; comp. 
Heb. i. 3 xaapropov ap. mounodpevos, Acts xxii. 16 drédovoa Tas dp.)*. 


1 It will be of interest to put to- vioy méupas...caréxpuve THY auap- 
gether without any discussion the rlav év Ty capil. 
various phrases which describe the 
action of Christ with regard to sin disannulling by His sacrifice : Heb. 
and sins. . ix. 26 els dbérnow THs duaprlas, 
(1) As to sin itself, He brought bua THs Ovolas avrov mepavépw- 
condemnation by His Incarnation ; pate.) Comp. ROM-syvlen7.0 qiro- 


‘ > n t 
Rom. viii. 3 6 Oeds roy éavrod Gavow Sedixalwrar dd THs ap. 


40 


All flow 
from fel- 
lowship 
in Christ. 
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The last phrases lead at once to St John’s view of the way in which the 
work of the Word Incarnate avails for forgiveness, for redemption, for 
reconcilement. By dying -on the Cross He made His Life—His blood— 
available for all who believe in Him. The gift of God is eternal, divine, 
life, ‘and this life is in His Son’ (1 John v. 11f). The possession of such 
life is the destruction of past sin, and safety from sin to come (1 John iii, 9). 
By incorporation with Christ the heliever shares the virtue of His humanity 
(John vi. 51, 57). Thus finally unbelief in Him is the test of sin (John 
XVi. 9). 

Compare additional notes on i. 7; ii. 2, 13. 

It may be added that it will be evident from this sketch of the teaching 
of the N. T. that the relation of good to evil is not one which exists of 
necessity in the nature of things. The difference is not metaphysical, 
inherent in being, so that the existence of evil is involved in the existence 
of good; nor physical, as if there were an essential antagonism between 
matter and spirit; but moral, that is recognised in the actual course of 
life, so that evil when present is known to be opposed to good. 


(2) As to the sins of men Christ tlav Tod xdoyov. Comp. Heb. x. 4 


makes propitiation for them: Heb. 
li. 17...dpxvepevs...ets Td iNdoxeo- 
Oat Tds dmaprias Tod Naod. 

forgives them: Matt. ix. 2 ff: 
agévrat cov ai duapriar. Comp. 
Col. iil. 13 xapicduevos Ta Tapa- 
TTOMATA. 

takes them away, by bearing them: 
1 John ii’. § wa doy ras duap- 
rlas; John i, 29 6 aipwy rH duap- 


adapely Gu.; X. 11 wepteeiv ap. 

looses men from them: Apoce. i. 
5 TQ@...\Uoavre Huas éx TOV du. 
év 7@ alwars adrov. Comp. Rom. 
Vi. 22 €NevBepwherres dd THs du. » 

cleanses men from all sin: 1 John 
i. 7 76 alua Inood...cadaplfer ju. 
dio 7. Gp. 

saves from sins: Matt.i. 21 odcex 
GTO TOY dy. 


ST | 
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Il. *Texvia pov, tavta ypapw vuiv iva py dpuao- 


II. THe REMEDY FOR SIN AND THE 
SIGN THAT IT IS EFFECTUAL (ii, 
I—6). 

Having dealt with the fact of sin 
and the false pleas by which man en- 
deavours to do away with its signifi- 
ficance, St John states 

I The divine remedy forsin (vz. 1, 2). 

2 The sign that the remedy is effec- 
tual in any particular case (vy. 3—6). 

The first sub-section answers to the 
counter-statements made in relation to 
the first two pleas of men (i. 7, 9), but 
it has a prominent distinctness of form, 
as giving the complete answer to the 
problem raised ini. 5—10. The as- 
surance of the forgiveness of sin when 
combined with the fact of its univer- 
sality might lead some to underrate 
its evil. In order to remove the last 
semblance of support for such an 
error, St John shews that the na- 
ture of the remedy for sin is such as 
to move men most powerfully to 
shrink from all sin and to help them 
to avoid it. 

This connexion is partly indicated 
by Augustine: Male vis esse securus, 
sollicitus esto. Fidelis enim est et 
justus ut dimittat nobis delicta nostra 
si semper tibi displiceas et muteris 
donec perficiaris. ldeo quid sequitur? 
Filioli met, hee scribo vobis ut non 
peccetis. 


1. The divine remedy for sin 
Gideeie2))s 

The fact of sin as something which 
is irreconcileable with God and fruit- 
ful in consequences raises the ques- 
tions of propitiation and mediation. 
How, it may be asked, is that forgive- 
ness, that cleansing, already spoken 
of (i. 7,9), brought about ? The answer 
is given in the summary description 
of Christ’s work. Christ isa universal 
propitiation for sins; and He is an 
advocate for the Christian. He has 
accomplished a work on earth for all: 
He is accomplishing a work in heaven 


for those who are united with Him. 
Both in Person (righteous) and in 
work (propitiation) He is fitted to 
fulfil the office which our necessities 
require. These thoughts are treated 
in the inverse order, because the apo- 
stle approaches the subject from the 
side of believers (we hare). 

It has been already noticed that 
the third plea (i. 10, we have not 
sinned) is not treated exactly as the 
two former. Symmetry would have 
required a clause answering to the 
assertion ‘we have not sinned? St 
John might, for example, have con- 
tinued: ‘if we sin....?. But he shrinks 
naturally from regarding sin as a 
normal element in the Christian life; 
and therefore he changes the mode 
of dealing with the subject. Before 
touching on the fact of sin, as indeed 
part of the believer’s experience to 
the last, he asserts the end of his 
teaching, which is sinlessuess. This 
is the end; and even if it cannot be 
gained by the believer’s effort and 
directly, it can be gained through the 
Saviour’s work, That which is true 
of the past (i. 9) is true throughout. 

I. tekvia pov] filioli met V.. my 
little children. The form adopted in 
i. 7,9 is changed for one more direct 
and personal. The thought of sin as a 
reality for each one moves the apostle 
to address with the utmost tenderness 
those to whom he stands in the rela- 
tion of a father. The title rexvia oc- 
curs in John xili. 33 and. ii. 12, 28 ; 
iii. 7,18; iv. 4; v. 21 (Gal. iv. 19 rexvia 
pov is uncertain). The full title rexvia 
pov is found only here (¢. iii. 18 is a 
false reading). A commentary on St 
John’s use of the word is given by 
the story (ydOos ov piOos) of the 
young Robber (Huseb. #. £. iii. 23). 

tavta ypapea| these things I write, 
not only all that has been already said 
as to the nature of God and as to the 
reality, the nature, and the fact of sin 
(i. 5—r0), but, as i. 4, all that is pre- 
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[EL 4 


\ , v if af 4 
TNTE. Kal €ay TIS aUAOTN, TAPAKANTOY EXOMEV. TOS 


sent to the mind of the apostle as the © 


substance of his letter, though indeed 
the preceding section includes all by 
implication. 

The use of the singular, Z write (vz. 
TOM 2 13" U4 nol 20) Ve S;eCOn= 
trast i. 4) follows from ‘ my dear chil- 
dren.’ 

iva pr) audprtnre| ut non peccetis V., 
that ye may not sin. The phrase 
is absolute. The thought is of the 
single act (ayaprnre) not of the state 
(dpapravyre); and the tense is decisive 
against the idea that the apostle is 
simply warning his disciples not to 
draw encouragement for licence from 
the doctrine of forgiveness. His aim 
is to produce the completeness of the 
Christ-like life (e. 6). 

The difference of the aor. and pres. 
conj. in connexion with wa is well 
illustrated by John v. 20, 23; vi. 28f. 

kat éav tTus...| sed et si quis V., i.e. éav 
dé kai, st quis Aug., and ifany... The 
declaration of the remedy for sin is 
placed as part of the main declara- 
tion of St John. It is not set as a 
contrast (i. 7 €av dé), nor simply as a 
parallel clause (i. 9 éav opuodoydper) ; 
but as a continuous piece of the one 
message. Here again the thought is 
of the single act (audprn), into which 
the believer may be carried against 
the true tenor of his life (i. 7), as 
contrasted with the habitual state 
(dyapraver iii. 6, 8, 9; v. 18). Nothing 
is said in one direction or the other 
of the possibility of a Christian life 
actually sinless, 

The change of construction in the 
sentence is remarkable. St John 
writes if any one...we... and not if 
ye sin...yé.... nor yet if we sin... 
we...or if any one...he..., in order 
to bring out the individual character 
of the offence, and then to shew that 
he is speaking of the Christian body 
with which he identifies himself, 
and to which Christ’s promises are 
assured. This is forcibly pointed out 


by Augustine: Non dixit habetis, nec 
me habetis dixit, nec ipsum Christum 
habetis dixit ; sed et Christum posnit 
non se, et habemus dixit non habetis. 


» Maluit se ponere in numero pecca- 


torum ut haberet advocatum Chris- 
tum quam ponere se pro Christo advo- 
catum et inveniri inter damnandos 
superbos. 

éyouer] we have as a divine gift. 
Comp. ii. 23; v. 12; 2 John 9. 

mapaxAntrov| adcocatum V., an ad- 
vocate. This is the uniform render- 
ing of the Latin and English Ver- 
sions in this place, and is unques- 
tionably correct, although the Greek 
fathers give to it, as in the Gospel, an 
active sense, ‘consoler,’ ‘comforter.’ 
Christ as Advocate pleads the cause 
of the believer against his ‘accuser’ 
(xarnyop Apoe. xii. 10 ; comp. Zech. iii. 
I; dytidscos 1 Pet. v. 8). In this 
work the ‘other Advocate’ (John xiv. 
16), the Spirit of Christ, joins (Rom. 
viii. 26, 34). 

One aspect of the Advocate’s office 
was foreshadowed by the entrance of 
the High Priest into the Holy of 
Holies on the Day of Atonement 
(Heb. ix. 11 ff., 24 5 vii. 25). 

For the meaning of the term zapa- 
k\ntos in the Gospel of St John (xiv. 
16, 26; xv. 26; xvi. 7) see note on 
xiv. 16. 

It will be noticed that in the con- 
text of the passage in which the Lord 
promises ‘another Advocate’ (John 
xiv. 16) he sets forth his own advo- 
cacy (xiv. 12 ff). 

Augustine applies the legal image 
in a striking parallel: Si aliquando in 
hae vita committit se homo disertee 
linguee et non perit, committis te 
Verbo et periturus es? 

The reference to the Advocate im- 
plies that the Christian on his part 
has effectually sought His help. This 
is assumed, and indicated by the 
change of person (ee Christians have). 

mpos Tov tratépa] apud patrem V., 


BE] 


\ , rt 
Tov matepa ‘Inoovyv Xpiorov dixator, 


ad patrem Aug. (apud deum patrem 
Tert.), with the Father, not simply 
in His Presence, but turned toward 
Him, addressing Him with continual 
pleadings. Comp. c. i. 2; John i. 1. 

Christ’s advocacy of man is ad- 
dressed to God in that relation of 
Fatherhood which has been fully re- 
vealed in the Son who has taken man- 
hood to Himself (apis rév marépa not 
mpos Tov Gedy). 

Comp. i. 2 Av mpos Tov marépa; i. 3 
pera TOU marpds Kal peta TOU viod av- 
Tov ; li, 14 eyv@xate Tov marépa; ii. 15 
7 aydmn tod marpés; ii. 16 ovK aru 
€k TOU maTpos ; ii. 22 6 apvotpevos Tov 
matépa Kal Toy vidv; ii. 23 6 opodroyar 
Tov viov Kal Tov marépa yet; ii. 24 ev 
T@ vid kai [ev] TS mwarpi ; iii. 1 SédaxKev 
npiv oO matnp; iV. 14 6 marnp améoTad- 
key TOV viov. 

In every case this special concep- 
tion is important for the fulness of 
the argument. 

And on the other side man’s Advo- 
cate is described by that compound 
name Jesus Christ, which presents 
Him in His humanity and also as the 
promised Saviour and King of man- 
kind, the Son of man, and the Son of 
David. See Additional Note on iii. 
23: 
Oikatov] the righteous. The ad- 
jective is not a simple epithet but 
marks predicatively (‘being as he is 
righteous’) that characteristic of the 
Lord which gives efficacy to His ad- 
vocacy of man. 

This rests (so to speak) not on His 
Divine nature as Son of God, but on 
His human character (comp. 1 Pet. iii. 
18). 

He has Himself fulfilled and pleads 
for the fulfilment of that which is right 
according to the highest law. He is 
not an advocate who wishes to set 
aside the law but to carry it out and 
apply it. In Him the idea of manhood 
has obtained its absolute satisfaction, 
and in turn He claims that the virtue 
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*kal autos 
of this satisfaction be extended to 
all in fellowship with Himself. 

The righteousness of Christ as pre- 
sented here answers to the righteous- 
ness of the Father brought forward in 
i. 9: He accomplishes perfectly all that 
is set forth in the revelation of the 
Father’s Nature. By this righteous- 
ness He fulfils in fact the conditions 
which the High Priest fulfilled in sym- 
bol. Comp. Heb. vii. 26. 

The thought of righteousness as a 
divine attribute belongs peculiarly to 
St John: John xvii. 25 marnp dixae 
c. 1.9; il. 29; iii. 7. Comp, Rom. ili. 
26. 

Nothing is said of the manner of 
Christ’s pleading: that is a subject 
wholly beyond our present powers. It 
is enough that St John represents it 
as the act of a Saviour still living 
(Heb. vii. 25) and in a living relation 
with His peuple. His work for them 
continues as real as during His earthly 
life (Le. xxii. 32 ; xxiii. 34; John xvii. 
24), though the conditions of it are 
changed. He is still acting personally 
in their behalf, and not only by the 
unexhausted and prevailing power of 
what He has once done. He Him- 
self uses for His-:people the virtue of 
that work which He accomplished on 
earth. 

Bede says well: Unigenito Filio 
pro homine interpellare est apud co- 
zeternum Patrem se ipsum hominem 
demonstrare ; eique pro humana na- 
tura rogasse est eandem naturam in 
divinitatis suze celsitudine suscepisse. 
Interpellat ergo pro nobis Dominus 
non voce sed miseratione, quia quod 
damnare in electis noluit suscipiendo 
servavit. 

2. kai adrds...] et ipse V.,and He, 
or rather, and He Himself (Matt. i. 
21). The emphatic pronoun enforces 
the thought of the efficacy of Christ’s 
advocacy as ‘righteous.’ He who 
pleads our cause, having fulfilled the 
destiny of man, is at the same time 
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the propitiation for our sins. Comp. 
0.25; ¢. 1.73 iv. 10, 19 (3 John Io); 
John ii. 25; iv. 44; v. 20; vi. 6 (xii. 
49); 1 Pet. ii. 24. 

The ideas of ‘advocacy’ and ‘ pro- 
pitiation ’are distinct, and yet in close 
connexion. The latter furnishes the 
basis of the former: the latter is 
universal, while the former, so far 
as it is revealed, is exercised for be- 
lievers. It is to be noticed further 
that the‘ propitiation’ itself is spoken 
of as something eternally valid (Ze 7s) 
and not as past (He was ; comp. iii. 16 
Ty Wuxny €Onker). 

ihacpos | propitiatio V., a propi- 
tiation. Comp. iv. 10. The Latin 
renderings are unusually numerous. 
Besides propitiatio which prevailed, 
exoratio, deprecatio, placatio are 
found, and also the verbal renderings 
(ipse) exorat, interpellat, postulat 
pro.... And Augustine has in some 
places propitiator. Christ is said to 
be the ‘propitiation’ and not simply 
the ‘propitiator’ (as He is called 
the ‘Saviour’ iv. 14), in order to 
emphasise the thought that He is 
Himself the propitiatory offering as 
well as the priest (comp. Rom. iii. 25). 
A propitiator might make use of 
means of propitiation outside himself. 
But Christ is our propitiation, as He 
is ‘our life ’ (Col. iii. 4), our ‘righte- 
ousness, sanctification and redemp- 
tion’ (1 Cor. i. 31). He does not 
simply guide, teach, quicken: He is 
‘the Way, the Truth, the Life’ (John 
Xiv. 6). It follows that the efficacy of 
His work for the individual depends 
upon fellowship with Him. See Ad- 
ditional Note. 

Qui per humanitatem interpellat 
pro nobis apud Patrem idem per di- 
vinitatem propitiatur nobis cum Patre 
(Bede ad loc.), 


pévoy SAC vg: pwévwy B me the. 


Tept Tov ap. 7.| pro peccatis nos- 


» . 
tris V., peccatorum nostrorum Aug., 


Jor our sins. The privilege of Chris- 
tians (juov) is noticed first. And it 
is natural that in the first case the 
stress is laid on ‘sins’ (epi rév ap. 
nuov) and in the second case on ‘our’ 
(wept trav nuerépwr). 

The propitiation of Christ is here 
described as being ‘ for,’ ‘in the mat- 
ter of (epi) our sins’ (comp. 22 183), 
and not as ‘in behalf of us’ (vrép judy). 

ov 7.7.7. O€] The particle (8é) marks 
the clause-as guarding against error, 
not merely adding a new thought. 

mept dduv Tod Kocuov] pro totius 
mundi (se. peccatis| V., (sed et) totius 
mundi Aug., for the whole world. 
The variation in the construction (for 
our sins...for the whole world) is full 
of meaning (comp. Heb. ix. 7). Chris- 
tians as such are holy but still not 
unstained by sins contracted ‘in the 
walk of life’ (John xiii. 10); the 
world, all outside the Church, as such 
is sinful (c. v.19). But for all alike 
Christ’s propitiation is valid. The 
propitiation extends as far as the 
need of it (/.c.), through all place and 
all time. Comp. iv. 14 (John iv. 42; 
xii. 32; xvii. 22—24). 

The supposition that mepi ddov rod 
kocpov is an elliptical expression for 
Tept TOY dyaptiay Gov Tod Kdcpou 
(so Latt.) is not justified by usage, and 
weakens the force of the passage. 

Philo in a noble passage (de Mon- 
arch, ii. 6, ii. p. 227 M.) contrasts 
the special offerings of other forms of 
worship with the universal intercession 
of the Jewish High-priest : 6 rév Iov- 
daiwv apxepeds od povov vmép amavtos 
avOpdrav yévous GAA Kal Umep Tov Ths 
gvoews pepdr, ys BSaros dépos Kab 
Tupos, Tas Te edyas Kal Tas evyapiorias 
ToveiTal, TOY KoTpOY, Omep eare Tails 
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vmép ts tkewiais Kal durais elwbev eéev- 
peviCew Tov nyenova TmoTM@peEvos Tis 
emetKous Kal iAew haews avTov peTa- 
diddvae TS yevopere. 

Comp. 1 Clem. R. ¢. 7 drevicwper 
eis TO aia Tou Xpiatod Kal Wopev ws 
éoTw Tiuioy TO Oe@ Kai marpl avrod, 
Ore Ova THY Nuerépav GuTnplay exxuOev 
TavTl TH KOTH@ peTavoias xapw vm7- 
veykey. 


2. The signs of the personal efficacy 
of the divine remedy for sin 
(ii. 3—6). _ 

The first two verses of the chapter 
declare the nature of the divineremedy 
for sin; in these next four St John 
indicates the sign of its personal effi- 
cacy. The sign is twofold, and corre- 
sponds with two aspects of the spi- 
ritual life; there is the sign of know- 
ledge (vv. 3—5a); and there is the 
sign of union (vv. 50, 6). The sign of 
knowledge is (shortly) obedience ; and 
the sign of union is imitation. 

3. The new form of false doctrine 
which St John meets corresponds with 
and grows out of the first of those 
which he has already analysed. Some 
claimed a knowledge of God, as some 
claimed fellowship with God (i. 6), ir- 
respective of a Christ-like life. Know- 
ledge no less than fellowship involves 
real likeness (comp. John viii. 32; 
c. iii. 7). 

vo. 3—5 a. The sign of knowledge. 
The sign of knowledge is developed 
characteristically by the Apostle. He 
first states generally that it lies in 
obedience (v. 3), and then follows out 
this statement further negatively and 
positively, shewing the issues of the 
want of obedience (v. 4), and of the 
activity of obedience (2. 5 a). 

3. Under one aspect this verse is 
connected with i. 5. But between the 
declaration of God’s nature and man’s 


knowledge of Him there comes in the 
episode of sin. This fatal interrup- 
tion breaks the natural development 
of thought. The connexion of i. 1, 3, 
5 (xai), ii. 3 (kat), corresponds with 
that of John i. 1, 14. 3 
€v TovT@ ywocKoper] in hoc scimus 
V., in hoc cognoscimus Aug., in this 
perceive we. The phrase ‘in this’ is 
characteristic of the Epistle and oc- 
curs with slight variations of form. 

(1) In this (ev rovr@) we perceive 
(ywaoxouer): ii, 5; iii, 243 iv. 13; 
v. 2 and so also ‘in this we know 
(éyvexaper)’ ili. 16; and ‘in this we 
shall know (yvwodpeba)’ iii. 19 ; and 
‘in this ye perceive’ (ywockere) iv. 2. 
Comp. John xiii. 35 (xv. 8; xvi. 30). 

(2) From this (x rovrov) we per- 
ceive: iv. 6, 

(3) Whence (d0ev) we perceive : 
li. 18. 

Generally ‘this’ (rotro)markssome- 
thing which has been already express- 
ed, though it is fuyther developed in 
what follows (comp. e.g. dud rodro... 
én, li 1; John v.16, 183 vi. 65; 
viii. 47; x. 17; xii. 18; xvi. 15). But 
here the reference appears to be to 
that which is clearly apprehended in 
the mind of the Apostle and present to 
him, though it has not yet been 
brought forward ; in this... namely if 

Perhaps however even here the 
‘this’ really rests upon the whole 
relation of the Christian to Christ 
which is implied in ov. 1, 2. That 
relation furnishes the test of know- 
ledge; if the relation be vital it will 
include obedience. Comp. v. 2. 

The experience to which the A- 
postle appeals here and in the pa- 
ralle! passages (y:véo Koper) is present 
and immediate, confirmed from mo- 
ment to moment in the actual course 
of life. So far it is distinguished 
from the knowledge of an absolute 
fact (otSaper, ill. 2 note). 
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eyveoxapev...| cognovimus V., know 
Him, or, more exactly, have cometo a 
knowledge of Him. Knowledge of a 
person involves sympathy (c. iii. 1 n.); 
and in this particular case includes 
the striving after conformity with 
Him Whois known. To know God as 
God is to be in vital fellowship with 
Him, to love Him, to fulfil that rela- 
‘ tion towards Him for which we are 
born. And conversely to be known 
by God, to be the object of His know- 
ledge, is to be in harmony with Him. 
Comp. Gal. iv. 9; 1 Cor. viii. 2 ; xiii. 
12; John x. 14f.; and negatively 
Matt. vii. 23; 2 Cor. v. 21. 

This knowledge of God gained by 
experience(ywoéckeww), and so contrast- 
ed with the knowledge which is imme- 
diate and absolute (oi8a), is presented 
in its different stages in the Gospel 
and Epistles of St John. It is re- 
garded 

(1) In reference to the point of 
acquisition (¢yywy John i. 10; x. 38; 
Sy PO Sybly Cohy als BOLO ENAIE Riyals 

(2) Asa result of the past realised 
in the present (¢yvexa, John viii. 55 ; 
Kiv. 9; XViL 7; v, 4, 13, 14; iii. 6, 16; 

_2Johni1). And 

(3) As being actually realised at 
the moment (ywdoxw, John viii. 43; 
KWAN 27s Opp MLV eg alos PVE oa 
Ce iWaes(O.75, Vo 20), 

These three aspects of the know- 
ledge of God offer a view of the begin- 
ning, the strength and the aim of life. 

It is worthy of remark that St John 
nowhere uses yvoo.s (St Luke, St 
Paul, St Peter), nor the compound 
forms émywockew (Synn., Acts, St 
Paul, 2 Peter), emiyvwors (St Paul, 
Heb., 2 Peter). He confines himself, 
as he does almost exclusively in deal- 
ing with faith (morevew eis), to the 
simple verb. This form of expression 
brings out most distinctly the per- 
sonal character of the energy. 

In this context it is not clearly de- 
fined to Whom the pronoun (éyv. av- 
rov) refers. The Divine Being fills 
the apostle’s vision, but the Person 
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is not distinctly named. It has been 
supposed that the reference is to 
Christ, the main subject of the pre- 
ceding verses. In favour of this view 
it is urged that in i. 6 ff. the avrod 
refers to the last subject of i. 5, and 
that the construction of this section is 
similar; that the occurrence of the 
phrase the Jove of God inv. 5 implies 
a reference of the preceding avrov to 
the Son and not to the Father; that 
Christ Himself speaks of the ‘keep- 
ing of His Commandments’ as the 
proof of love (John xiy. 15, &c.). On 
the other hand it is said that in this 
Epistle ‘the Commandments’ referred 
to are always the Commandments of 
God (i.e. the Father) as iii. 22, 24; v. 
2, 3; and that God is the great under- 
lying subject of all, the ‘He’ (avrés) 
which is self-defined; so that in point 
of fact avrés generally refers to‘ God, 
while éexeivos always refers to Christ 
(v. 6 note). 

The sense remains substantially the 
same in both cases. It isin the Son 
that the Father is known (John xiv. 
9g). And perhaps it is best to suppose 
that St John assumes a general ante- 
cedent ‘Him to whom we turn as 
God’ without special distinction of 
Persons. In other places he does not 
seem to draw any sharp distinction 
between the Father and the Son, but 
in the One God looks now to the reve- 
lation of the Father and now to the 
revelation of the Son (comp. iii. I—3, 
5, 63.¥. 20). 

€av .tnpdpev] si observemus Vay St 
servaverimus Aug., if we keep his 
commandments. Comp. v 4; iii. 22, 
24; Vv. 3; John xiv. 15, 21; xv, 10; 
Apoc. xii. 17; xiv. 12, The phrase 
(tnpeiy Tas évrodds) is only found else- 
where in New Testament in Matt. 
xix. 17; 1 Tim. vi. 14 (rnpetv thy evT.). 
Comp. 1 Cor. vii. 19. It appears to 
be distinguished from the phrase 
which follows ‘keep his word’ as 
being an observance of definite in- 
structions, while that isthe observance 
of a principle which is ever taking a 
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new embodiment in the very process 
of life. 
The phrase rotety ras évtoAds, Which 


is found in the common text of Apoc. - 


Xxii. 14, is a false reading. 

The idea of rypetv, as distinguished 
from gvddocoey in this connexion 
(John xii. 47; Matt. xix. 20; Luke 
xi. 28) appears to be that of watchful 
heed to an object which claims, so to 
speak, a living observance, a service 
not of the letter but of the spirit. 
A definite, unchangeable, deposit is 
‘guarded’ (guAaocerat, I Tim. vi. 20): 
a vital, growing, word is ‘ observed’ 
(rnpetra, John xiv. 22). The two 
‘verbs occur in juxtaposition in John 
Xvili. 12 (note). 

4. 0 Aéeyor] he that saith. This in- 
dividualising of the statement stands 
in contrast with the comprehensive 
form cited before Jf we say (i. 6, 8, 
ro) and that used in wv. 5. It occurs 
again wv. 6, 9. 

éyvwxa avrov|] se nosse eum V., 
quia cognovit (cognovt) eum Aug., I 
know him. The direct personal as- 
sertion (6 Aéyer ore) is bolder in form 
than the oblique construction in vz. 
6, 9 (6 A€ywv pévew, etva). Comp. 
Hos. viii. 2. 

In the words which follow St John 
significantly takes up again phrases 
which he has used already in connexion 
with the three false pleas in regard 
to sin (Wevorns éoriv || evdera v. 6.; 


> , c > > > / € > > - 
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early ev juiv 0.8; (ds & av tnpp) avTod 

A , c , ’ Lol > y+ > 
Tov Aéyov || 6 Adyos avrod (ovK Ear Ev 
npiv v. 10). 

Wedorns...ovk éorw] aliar...in him. 
The whole character is false. See i. 
1o note. The clause is very similar 
to 1.66, but differs from it in being 
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general while that is special. Here 
we have two characteristics of a per- 
manent state (is a liar, the truth is 
not in him), and there two separate 
manifestations of the state (we lie, we 
do not the truth). 

€v TovT®@... ovK eat] in him the 
truth is not. Or more literally in 
this man thus definitely characterised 
and brought before us. See v. 5. 
This use of the demonstrative pro- 
noun is characteristic of St John (John 
y. 38; 1. 2 note); and the emphatic 
order adds to its force. 

The truth is said to be in a man 
as an active principle within him re- 
gulating his thoughts and judgments 
(ci. 8; John viii. 44; comp. John 
viii. 32); and again a man is said to 
be in the truth, as the sphere in which 
he moves (2 John 4; 3 John 3, 4; 
John viii. 44; comp. John xvii. 17). 

5. Os & ay rnpy..-] gut autem servat 
V., qui a. servuvertt Aug., whosoever 
keepeth. The indefinite form (iii. 17; 
iv. 15) marks the breadth of the asser- 
tion. The apostle does not here, as 
before and after, either single out a 
special example (6 Aéyor, v. 4), or 
join himself with others (€av eizwper, 
i. 6). He makes the statement in the 
most general terms. 

It will be noticed that the opposite 
to the vain assertions of false claimants 
to the Christian name is not given in 
a counter assertion but, as always, in 
ac.ion (i. 7 if we walk; i. 9 if we 
confess ; v. 10 he that loveth). 

tnph avroo tov Aéyov] keepeth his 
word| The phrase expresses not 
only the fulfilment of specific injunc- 
tions (keep his commandments v. 3) 
but also the needful regard to the 
whole revelation made by Christ as a 
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living and active power, of which the 
voice is never silent. The unity of the 
many ‘commandments’ is not in a 
‘law’ but in a ‘word’: it answers to 


the spirit and not to theletter. Comp. _ 


John viii. 51 f.55; xiv. 23; xv. 20; 
xvii. 6. The passage John xiv, 2I—24 
is of singular interest as illustrating 
the full meaning of the phrase. 

The position of the pronoun here 
(adrod Tov Adyov), as contrasted with 
that which it has in v. 3 (ras évroAds 
avrov), emphasises the personal idea. 
The main thought is that the word is 
His word, the word of God. There is 
emphasis also on the ‘keeping’ os & 
av tnpyn contrasted with o...ras evr. 
py THPGr). 

ddnOas év rovt@] verily in him, in 
this man, v. 4 note. 

In the description of the state of 
the watchful believer the form of 
expression is changed significantly. 
St John does not say of him (v. 4) 
that ‘he is true and the truth is 
in him’; but he rather regards his 
character from the divine side, and 
points out not what such a man is, but 
what such a man has received from 
Him who is unchangeable: in this 
‘man the love of God hath been per- 
fected. By doing this he passes at 
the same time from that which may 
be a part of life to the fulness of life. 
Truth may be only a right concep- 
tion realised in thought: love is the 
Truth realised in a personal relation. 
The love which God gives (iii. 1) be- 
comes an active, divine power in the 
nian who welcomes it. 

7 ayarn Tov Ocod] caritas Det V., 
dilectio Dei Aug., the love of God. 
The phrase, which occurs in the Epi- 
stle first here and henceforth through- 
out it, is ambiguous and may mean, 
according as the gen. is taken subj. or 
obj., either (1) the love which God 
shews, or (2) the love of which God is 
the object. It may also mean more 
generally (3) the love which is charac- 


teristic of God whether it is regarded 
as shewn by God or by man through 
His help. Generally the genitive 
after dyarn in the N. T. is swbj., and 
defines those who feel or shew love: 
1 Thess, iii.6; 2 Thess. i. 3; Phil. i. 
9; Col. i. 8; Philem. 5, 7; Apoce. ii. 
4,19. Once it marks the object of 
love: 2 Thess. ij. 10 7 dy. THs ady- 
Geias. But the object is more com- 
monly expressed by eis: 1 Thess. iii. 
12; Col. i, 43,1 Pet: iv. 8:. Comp: 
Ign. Mart. 1; [Clem. R.] fragm. 1 
(Jacobson). 

In St Paul ‘the love of God, with 
the doubtful exception of 2 Thess. iii. 
5, always means the love which is 
shewn by God, which comes from 
God: 2 Cor. xiii. 13; Rom. v. 5 ; Viii. 
39; Eph. ii. 4; and so also ‘the love 
of Christ’ is the love which Christ has 
shewn and shews: 2 Cor. v. 14; Rom.. 
viii. 35; Eph. iii. 19. Comp. Ign. ad 
Trall. 6; ad Rom. inscr. In like 
manner ‘the love of the Spirit’ (Rom. 
xv. 30) is that love which the Spirit 
kindles and sustains. The phrase ‘the 
love of God’ does not occur in the Lxx. 

The usage of St John is less simple 
than that of St Paul. In 1 John iv. 
9 ‘the love of God’ is evidently the 
love which God has shewn (comp. e. yv. 
9 7 paptupia Tod Geov), and this love 
is declared to be the spring of all 
love. ‘His love’ (v. 12) becomes 
effective in man. This conception of 
the love of God as communicated by 
God to man is plainly expressed in 1 
John iii, 1 the Father hath given to 
us love (comp. ¢. iv. 7, 16). Love such 
as God Himself feels—‘ divine love’— 
becomes therefore an endowment of 
the Christian. In this sense ‘the 
love of God’ in the believer calls for 
deeds of love to the brethren (e. iii, 
17). At the same time God is Him- 
self the object of the love of which He 
is the source and the rule: & v. 3 
(comp. John xiv. 15, 31); ii, 15 (9 dy. 
TOU TaTpos), 
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ipso perfecti Suerimus. 

It appears therefore most probable 
that the fundamental idea of ‘the love 
of God’ in St John is ‘the love which 
God has made known, and which an- 
swers to His nature’? This love 
communicated to man is effective in 
him towards the brethren and to- 
wards God Himself. But however 
it may be manifested the essential 
conception that it is a love divine in 
its origin and character is not lost. 
Comp. John xv. 9 f. 

According to this interpretation 
the phrase corresponds with the 
‘righteousness of God’ (Rom. i. 17, 
&c.), the ‘peace of God’ (Phil. iv. 7). 

The phrase occurs twice only in the 
Gospels: Luke xi. 42; Johny. 42. In 
each case the rendering ‘love to God’ 
is admissible, but this rendering does 
not seem to exhaust the meaning 
(comp. Clem. R. 1 Cor. 49). 

In the present passage there can be 
little doubt that c. iv. 9 defines the 
meaning. ‘The love of God’ is God’s 
love towards man welcomed and ap- 
propriated by man. The thought of 
action is throughout connected with 
the thought of what God has done. 
The Christian ‘knows’ the love of 
God and it becomes in him a spring 
of love, attaining its complete deve- 
lopment in human life through vital 
obedience. 

adnOas| vere V., verily, in very 
truth, and not in word only (c. iii. 18). 
Comp. John i. 48; viii. 31. The word 
qualifies the whole clause which fol- 
lows. This practical result is con- 
trasted by implication with the idle 
assertions of false Christians (comp. 
iii. 18). 

The perfection of love is condi- 
tioned by the completeness of obe- 
dience. 

terehelmra] perfecta est V., con- 
summata est Lucf., hath...been per- 
fected. Comp. c¢. iv. 12 (note), 17, 18 
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Aug. reads in hoc cognoscimus quia in ipso sumus si in 


where the thought is presented in 
different lights. Comp. Clem. R. 1 
Cor, 50 of ev dydrn redecabévres. The 
potential fulfilment of the love of 
God in the Christian lies in his 
absolute readiness to learn and to 
do God’s will (comp. Rom. xiii, 10). 
Each Christian according to his mea- 
sure is perfected as a member of 
Christ (Eph. iv. 16). He receives 
from Christ what Christ has Himself 
received, Comp. John xvii. 25 f. On 
this idea of ‘ perfection,’ ‘consumma- 
tion, see Heb. ii. 10; ix. OF ON Os 
and notes. Contrast redcira: 2 Cor, 
db GRO): 

Both redecodv and éemreXeiv are used 
of Christian action (Phil. iii. 12; Gal. 
iii. 3). But in redeody there is the 
idea of a continuous growth, a vital 
development, an advance to maturity 
(redevorns, Heb. vy. 13; vi. wh ign 
emcredeiv the notion is rather that of 
attaining a definite end (rédos). Con- 
trast James ii. 22 ek rév épyor 4 ric- 
tis ereXec@On With 2 Cor. vii. 1 émure- 
Rovvtes aywwovrny, and Acts xx. 24 
Tedeooat Tov Spopoy with 2.Tim. iv. 7 
rov Spopoy rerédexa, In 2 Cor. xii. 9 
TeAeodrat has been substituted in 
later authorities for redcirau. 

v. 56,6. The sign of union. The 
sign of union with God is found in 
the imitation of Christ. As the sign 
of knowledge is to be seen in the 
keeping of the divine commandments 
in their unity (v. 3) and in the keep- 
ing of the divine word in its unity 
(v. 5), so the sign of fellowship is to 
be seen in the copying the divine life. 

ev roit@| Hereby, in this, in the 
realisation of this spirit of obedience 
which is the gift of love: v. 3 note, 

ywookouev| Comp. c. v. 2 note. 

ev avt@ éopev| are in Him. The 
idea finds a full expression in Acts 
xvii. 28 ev ait@ (Opev Kal kwovpeba 
kal éovev. It is prominent in St John’s 
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writings in its spiritual form, and is 
presented under several different as- 
pects. The fellowship of believers 
with God is accomplished in Christ 
(John xiv. 20; xvii. 21, 23). They 
have in Him the unity and founda- 
tion of their being, even as ‘the 
world’ ‘lies in the evil one’ (cv. 
19 f.). The connexion finds a twofold 
fulfilment in ‘heaven’ and on ‘earth, 
‘we in Him and He in us’ (iv. 15 
note). 

For the phrase ‘being in God’ St 
John more commonly, as in the fol- 
lowing clause, uses the phrase ‘ abid- 
ing in God,’ which adds the concep- 
tion of personal determination and 
effort: vv. 24, 27, 28; iii. 6, 24; iv 
12f.; 15f. John vi. 56 note; xv. 
4 ff. 

Thus there is a progressive close- 
ness of relation in the three phrases 
used in this section: ¢yvaxévat avtov, 
civat év avT@, péevey €v adr (‘cognitio, 
communio, constantia,’ Bengel). 

6. 6 Aéeyov] he that saith. v. 4. 
The open, personal profession carries 
with it a paramount obligation. 

ev avr@ pévewv| ©. 5 note. 

The construction of eyo with the 
infin, occurs again in v. 9. Comp. 
2 Tim. ii. 18. 

dpeirer| debet V., ought, is bound. 
The obligation is represented as a 
debt (Luke xvii. 10). The life which 
is from God and in God must be 
manifested after the pattern of the 
divine life which has been shewn 
upon earth. As contrasted with :d¢, 
an obligation in the nature of things 
(John xx. 9), which is not found in 
the Epistles of St John, though it is 
not unfrequent in the Gospel and 
the Apocalypse, opeidewy expresses a 
special, personal obligation. 

Comp. ¢. ili. 16; iv. 11; 3 John 8. 


The image is frequent in St Paul. 
Comp, Rom. i. 14; Gal. v. 3. 

cabds éxeivos] even as he, i.e. Christ. 
The pronoun éxeivos occurs iii. 3, 5, 7, 
16; iv. 17, and is always used of 
Christ. He stands out as the one 
figure seen in full perfection of His 
humanity. Comp. John i. 18; 2 Tim. 
ii. 13. For the omission of otras see 
c. iv. 17 note. 

meprenatycev| walked, i. 6 note. 
Even in the contemplation of the 
loftiest thoughts St. John fixes a 
practical standard. The divine fel- 
lowship to which he points is realised 
on earth in corresponding action. 

The pattern of Christ, as set before 
us in the New Testament, is in every 
case a pattern of humiliation, suffer- 
ing, sacrifice. Comp. Matt. xi. 29; 
John xiii. 1 53 Rom. xv. 2 f.; Eph. v. 
w ff. 5 Phil, i, 5 fea Pet. ii. 21; 
Heb. Mi. 2% 

Augustine points out that ‘walking’ 
may be ‘bearing’ only: [Christus] 
fixus in cruce. erat et in ipsa via am- 
bulabat: ipsa est, via caritatis. 


III. Oxpeprence IN LOVE AND LIGHT 
IN. ACTUAL LIFE (ii. 7—11). 

The declaration of the test of know- 
ledge of God and fellowship with God, 
which St John has given in wv. 3—6, 
leads to a view of the practical fulfil- 
ment of the test indicated already in 
2. 6. The Life of Christ, a Life of com- 
plete love, of complete self-sacrifice, is 
the type of the Christian’s Life; and 
the significance of Christ’s Life in 
this aspect is gathered up in the 
one commandment of love, which ex- 
presses what is meant by ‘keeping 
His commandments’ (v. 3) and ‘walk- 
ing even as He walked’ (z. 6). This 
commandment is first set forth in its 
twofold character as old and yet new 
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(ev. 7, 8); and then: traced out, in its 
issues (ov. 9—IT). 

1. The Conumandment. old. and 
new (vo. 7, 8). 

The commandment, which is the 
rule of the Christian Life, is as old as 
the first message of the Gospel and 
yet as new as the latest realisation of 
its power. It lies included in what 
we first hear, and is illuminated by 
the growing experience of life. 

7- “Ayannrot] Carissimi V., Dilec- 
éisstme Aug., Beloved. This is the first 
occurrence of the title. It is sug- 
gested by the thought of the last few 
verses, just as the paternal address 
My litile children (©. 1) was sug- 
gested by i. 10. The love of God and 
the love of Christ calling out man’s 
love presents. Christians in their new 
relation one to another. St John 
while enforcing the commandment of 
love gives expression to love. Comp. 
iil, 2, 21; iv. 1, 7 note, 11; and in 
the sing. 3 John 2, 5, 11.. In each 
case the use of the title illustrates the 
apostle’s thought. So also the title 
adedgot brings out the point of his 
teaching in the one place where he 
adopts it: iii. 13. 

With dyamyroé contrast ryamnpévos 
Col. iii. 12; 1 Thess. i. 4.; 2 Thess. ii. 
13.. Comp. Eph. i. 6. 

The ‘commandment’ to which the 
apostle refers has not been formally 
stated, but it isimplied in the ‘ought’ 
(‘is bound’ odeirer) of v. 6. The idea 
of the imitation of Christ is identical 
with the fulfilment of love. And the 
word o@eiAer carries us: back to the 
Lord’s interpretation of His example : 
John xiii. 14 (vmeis ddeidere). We 
have already seen that the many 
‘commandments’ (v. 3) are included 
in ‘the word’ (v. 5). Now the ‘com- 


mandments’ are summed up in the 
one ‘commandment’ (John. xiii. 34; 
comp. ¢. iii. 22 f.). 

This commandment is spoken of as 
‘not new but old.’ In this connexion 
‘old’ may mean either (1) old rela- 
tively: one which belonged to. the 
first stage of the Christian Church, 
while perhaps as yet it was unsepa- 
rated from the old order: one of 
which believers had been in possession 
Jrom the beginning, from the. first 
origin of their faith; or (2) old abso- 
Jutely : one which was included in the 
very constitution of man from the 
beginning: one which the Jew had 
recognised in the injunctions: of the 
Law, and the Gentile in the prompt- 
ings of his heart. 

The clause which immediately fol- 
lows, and: the identification of the 
commandment with ‘the word’ which 
the disciples heard, seem to deter- 
mine that the first sense is undoubt- 
edly right. 

ovK evr. k.y.] Comp. 2 John 5 ody 
os evr. ypapav cot k. 

aw apxns| ab initio V., from the 
beginning. The words are, as has 
been already indicated, ambiguous. 
The phrase is used both absolutely 
and relatively. 

1. It is used absolutely: ce. iii. 8 
dw dpxjs 6 SiaBodos auapraver, when 
first the present order of being: is 
disclosed. 

#U. 13, 14.0 am apxis. 

c.i. 15 vam dpyns. * 

Matt. xix. 4,8 am dpyjs.||Me. x. 6 
dm’ apxis kricews. 2 Pet, ili. 4. 

2. Again it is used relatively in 
different connexions : 

John xv. 27 am adpyfis per épyov 
éoré, from the beginning of my public 
ministry. Comp. é& dpyjs Joh. vi. 64, 
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xvi. 4; Acts xxvi.4 tyv am dapyis 
yevoperny [Biworv| from the beginning 
of my life. 

Luke i. 2 of adm dpxns adromrai. 
Comp. Acts i. 22. 

C. ii, 24 6 am dpxis jKovcare, from 
the beginning of your Christian faith. 
Comp. ¢. iii. 11; 2 John 6. 

These last passages, which are closely 
parallel, decide that the reference here 
is to the beginning of the Christian 
faith of the readers. 

Comp. Is. lxiii. 16 (Lxx.). 

The article is omitted as in the cor- 
responding phrases dd xaraBodjs 
Koopov, mpo KataBoAjs Koopov. See 
c. i. 1 note. 

7 évToAn...nKovoate| the command- 
ment, the commandment of which I 
speak, the old commandment, zs the 
word which ye heard from the be- 
ginning. The form of expression used 
emphasises the two thoughts which 
have gone before (the commandment, 
the old commandment). Comp. i. 2, 
ii. 25, 7 (or 7 aldmos (the life, the 
eternal life) ; i. 3 ) Kowevia 7 jyerépa 
(the fellowship of which I speak, the 
fellowship which is our blessing); 
8 ro das To adnOwov; iv. 9 6 vids 6 
povoyerns: 2 John II rots epyous avrov 
Tois Tovnpots : 13 THs adeAPhs cov rhs 
€KNEKTIS. 

On the other hand St John writes 
c. iv. 18 1) redela aydamyn: 3 John 4 ra 
cpa TeKva. 

6 Aoyos]| The old commandment, 
the commandment of love, was in- 
cluded in the ‘Gospel’ which the 
apostles proclaimed. The record of 
the Lord’s work, the word of life, was 
a continuous call to love. 

ov jKovaate] which ye heard v.24, 
iii, 11. Contrast the perfect: i. 1, 3, 
5,1v.3. The change of tenses in eiyere, 
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jKovoate,’ is significant. The com- 
mandment was a continuous power: 
the hearing of the word was at once 
final in its obligation. 

8. maduv] iterum V., again. The 
apostle has given one side of the 
Truth: he now turns to the other. 
The madwy answers exactly to our 
‘again’ when we enter on a new line 
of argument or reflection, starting 
afresh. Comp. John xvi. 28; 1 Cor. 
xl 20502 Corsxs75 xin a6: 

évroAny Kawnv] mandatum novum 
V., @ new commandment. Comp. 
John xiii. 34. The commandment of 
love was new to the disciples who 
had followed Christ when He gave it 
them on the eve of the Passion in a 
new form and with a new sanction. 
It was new also to the believers whom 
St John addressed in proportion as 
they were now enabled to apprehend 
with fresh power the Person and Life 
of Christ. The ‘newness’ is relative 
to the position of those to whom St 
John writes, 

6 éorw adnbés...] quod verum est... 
V., which thing is true... The 
whole sentence admits of several dif- 
ferent translations: (1) As a new 
commandment I write unto you that 
which is true... (2) A new command- 
ment write I unto you, namely, that 
which is true... (3) A new command- 
ment, write I -unto you, a fact (i.e. 
that it is new as well as old) which is 
true.... The symmetry of the struc- 
ture seems to be decisive against (1): 
"Evrohyy Kawvny ypaco cannot but be 
strictly parallel to ove évrodny kawny 
yodoa— a new commandment do I 
write, ‘not a new commandment do 
I write, It is more difficult to decide 
between (2) and (3). If (2) be taken 
the sense will be: ‘A new command- 
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ment write I unto you, new no less 
than old, new in its shape and in its au- 
thority, even that which, while it was 
enjoined upon us from the first, has 
been found to correspond more closely 
than we then understood with the facts 
of Christ’s Life, with the crowning 
mystery of His Passion, and with the 
facts of the Christian life” If on the 
other hand (3) be taken then we have 
this line of thought: ‘A new com- 
mandment write I unto you, new, L 
say, as well as old, an assertion which 
is proved true in Christ, so far as His 
works and words have become more 
fully known ; and in you, so far as the 
actual experience of life has shewn 
this duty of love in a_ new. light, 
more comprehensive and more con- 
straining.’ 

On the whole the second interpre- 
tation appears to fall in best with the 
context and with the reason which fol- 
lows (because...the true light already 
shineth). That which gave novelty to 
the commandment was found in the 
larger and deeper views of Christ’s 
Person and of the work of the Church 
which had been unfolded since ‘the 
beginning.’ Old words, St John could 
affirm, and appeal to his readers for 
the confirmation of the statement, had 
become new. 

6c 4) oxotia...] because the dark- 
ness...The apostle justifies his paradox 
by calling attention to the change 
which had taken place in the face of 
the world since the Gospel was first 
preached. The outward establishment 
ofthe Chureh gavea clearer distinctness 
to the Christian character. It had 
become possible to point to that which 
was openly before men’s eyes. At the 
same time the Person of Christ Him- 
self, with its infinite significance, was 
illuminated by the experience of be- 
lievers. The meaning of ‘the word’ 
(for example) was made clearer than 
before by the Gospel *of St John as 
ompared with the earlier Gospels. 


The clause may be taken as an ex- 
planation of the reason for which the 
apostle is repeating the command, 
even that it was the ‘last hour. But 
this interpretation appears impro- 
bable. 

mapayerat...paiver] transierunt... 
lucet V., is passing away...already 
shineth.... The change is pictured 
as in process. The darkness is being 
withdrawn (mapayerat) as a curtain 
from the face of the world, and the 
light is beginning (757) to have free 
course. 

For mapayera. see v. 17. The in- 
trans. wapayes occurs I Cor. Vil. 31; 
Ps. exliv. (cxliii.) 4. The idea seems 
to be that God is removing the veil 
in order to lay open the better things 
which it conceals. s 

TO Pas TO ddnOwov] verum lumen 
V., lua vera Aug., the light, the 
true light. The addition of the 
epithet addnOivov (c. v. 20) which is 
found only here and John i. 9 (note) 
with és, marks the light as that 
which fulfilled all that had been por- 
mised by the preparatory, partial, 
even fictitious, lights which had ex- 
isted in the world before. If we en- 
deavour to fix the meaning of ‘the 
light’ here it can be best done by the 
help of the parallel John i. 9. Before 
the Incarnation ‘the Word,’ ‘the true 
Light’ was ever ‘coming into the 
world” Now by the mission of the 
Holy Spirit, sent in His name, He 
was shining with a steady beam. The 
darkness had not eclipsed it. In the 
Christian Society, seen in the midst 
of the world, there was an evident 
manifestation of the light defining the 
lines of Christian conduct. 

God ‘is light’ absolutely (i. 5): the 
revelation of God in Christ by the 
Spirit is ‘the light, the true light’ 
for men; and in His light the be- 
liever is enabled to see all things. 

gaiver] lucet V., shineth. Comp. 
John 1. 5 (note). The idea is of a 
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luminary giving out its brightness: 
Apoe. i, 16, viii. 12, xxi. 23; 2 Pet. 
i. 19. 

For the image generally compare 
Rom. xiii. 11 ff.; Tit. ii, 115 iii. q. 


2. The issues of the command- 
ment of love (vv. 9—-11). 


The fulfilment of the command- 
ment of love is regarded in its general 
nature (v. 9) and then more in detail 
in the effects of love and hatred (av. 
10, 11). A state of love is the condi- 
tion of being in light; and this state 
carries with it a clear certainty of 
right action which is otherwise unob- 
tainable. Hatred on the other hand 
involves complete ignorance of the 
way and of the end of life. 

9. The link of transition lies in the 
last words of v.8, The thought of ‘the 
light already shining’ naturally sug- 
gests the question, Who then is in the 
light? St John’s account of the obli- 
gations and issues of love explains 
this and is an answer to the false 
claims of knowledge separated from 
the action which embodies it (comp. 
@. 4). 

6 héyor...] he that saith. 0.4. It 
is always easy to mistake an intel- 
lectual knowledge for a spiritual know- 
ledge of the Truth. Real knowledge 
involves, at least potentially, corre- 
sponding action. 

ev T® hori eiva] is in the light, 
surrounded, as it were, by an atmo- 
sphere of divine glory. Comp. i. 7 (iv. 
15 note). 

puody...| hateth.... Indifference is 
impossible, Comp. Luke xi. 23. There 
is no twilight in this spiritual world. 
‘The brother’ stands in a relation 
towards us which makes some feeling 
on our part inevitable. In sucha case 
there is a simple choice between ‘for’ 


and ‘against, that is essentially be- 
tween ‘love’ and ‘hatred. ‘Hatred’ 
is the expression of a want of sym- 
pathy. Where sympathy exists hatred 
is impossible (John vii. 7): where 
sympathy does not exist hatred is 
inevitable (John xv. 18 ff., xvii. 14, 
hii. 20). 

Thereishowever a certain ambiguity 
in the word ‘hate,’ for it serves as the 
opposite both to the leve of natural 
affection (g:Aeiv), and to the love of 
moral judgment (¢yar@). In the 
former case ‘hatred, which may be- 
come a moral duty, involves the sub- 
jection of an instinct (John xii. 25, 
xv. 18 f.; comp. Luke xiv. 26); in 
the latter case ‘hatred’ expresses a 
general determination of character (> 
iil. 15, iv. 20; comp. Matt. y. 43, Vi. 
24; Eph. v. 28f.). 

rov adehpdv}] his brother, that is, 
his. fellow-Christian, and not more 
generally his fellow-man. It is only 
through the recognition of the re- 
lation to Christ that the wider relation 
is at last apprehended. The idea of 
brotherhood under the new dispensa- 
tion (comp. Acts ii. 37, iii, 17, vi. 3. 
ix. 30, &.: Rom. i. 13, &.) is nor- 
mally thus limited (yet see Acts xxii. 
1, Xxviii. 17; Rom. ix. 3). ‘Brethren? 
are those who are united together in 
Christ to God as their Father (John 
XX. I7, XXi, 23; comp. Matt. xii. 50). 
The title occurs significantly in the 
first record of the action of the Church 
(Acts i. 15 & Béow Tév aSehhar ; 
comp. ix. 30, &c.) and then throughout 
the apostolic writings (1 Thess. y. 26 3 
Gal. i. 2; 1 Cor. v. 11; Rom. xvi. 14 
&e.; 1 Tim, vi. 2; James i. Q; i Pet. 
v. 12 &; ¢. iii, 14, 16; 3 John 35, 
IQ). 

The singular is characteristic of this 
epistle (vv. 10, 11, iii, 10, 1 5, 17, iw 
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20 f., v. 16). Comp. Rom. xiv. 10 ff; 
1 Cor. viii. 13. Compare Additional 
Note on ¢. iii, 14. 

There is, as far as it appears, no 
case where a fellow-man, as man, is 
called ‘a brother’ in the N. T. Such 
passages as Matt. v. 22 ff, Luke vi. 
41 ff, presuppose a special bond of 
‘brotherhood’ The ‘love of the 
brotherhood’ (@:AadeAgia) 1 Thess. iv. 
9; Rom. xii. 10; Heb. xiii. 1; 1 Pet. 
i. 22 (iii. 8); 2 Pet. i. 7) leads up to 
‘love’ (aydamn). But this widest love 
is expressly assigned in its full extent 
only to God (John iii. 16, c. iv. 1of.). 

Augustine makes a striking appli- 
cation of the words to the Donatists : 
Offendit te nescio quis sive malus, 
sive ut tu putas malus, sive ut tu 
fingis malus, et deseris tot bonos? 
Qualis dilectio est fraterna? Qualis 
apparuit in istis [Donatistis]. Cum 
accusant Afros deseruerunt orbem 
terrarum. 

And again he points out the ground 
of the Christian’s love of enemies: Sic 
Gilige inimicos ut fratres optes. Sic 
dilige inimicos ut in societatem tuam 
vocentur. Sic enim dilexit ille qui in 
cruce pendens ait Pater ignosce illis, 
quia nesciunt quid faciunt. 

ev th ox. eotiv| ts in the darkness. 
Comp. i. 6 note. ‘The assertion is not 
simply characterised as false (i. 6 we 
lie) or as revealing a false nature (. 4 
he is aliar): it involves the existence 
of a moral state the exact opposite of 
that which is claimed. 

éws Cpri] usgue adhuc V., until 
now, though the light is actually 
shining, and he aflirms that he is in 
it, yea even that he has been in it 
from the first. 

10. 6 dyarév...) He that loveth... 
The reality of the fact is set against 
the assertion in v. 9 (He that saith...). 


Comp. vv. 4, 5 note. 

ev TO hori pever] abideth (and not 
simply ts as in v. 9) in the light. 
The idea of stability is added to that 
of simple ‘being’ (comp. vv. 5, 6). 
The position of the false brother and 
of the true brother is referred to the 
initial point of faith. Love testifies 
to the continuance of a divine fellow- 
ship on man’s part but does not create 
it: the absence of love shews that the 
fellowship has never been realised. 
For the use of ‘abide’ in various - 
connexions see %. 6, iii. 14, iv. 16; 2 
John 9; John xii. 46. 

By love the disciple ‘follows’ his 
Master and has ‘the light of life’ 
(John viii. 12). 

oxavdador...€aTrw] scandalum in eo 
non est V., there is none occasion of 
stumbling in him. The image occurs 
elsewhere in St John’s writings in 
John yi. 65, XVI, Ts Apoc) i. 14; 
comp. John xi. 9 f. It is at first 
sight doubtful whether the occasion of 
stumbling is that which may be in the 
way of others or in the way of the 
believer himself. A man may cause 
others to fall through want of love or 
he may by the same defect create 
difficulties in his own path. 

The parallel in 2. 11 favours the 
second view. Love gives the single 
eye which commands a clear prospect 
of the course to be followed, while if 
love be absent doubts and question- 
ings arise which tend to the over- 
throw of faith (2 Pet. i. 10). But on 
the other hand the general use of 
oxdvdanov points to the first meaning, 
and it is quite in St John’s manner to 
regard love in its twofold working in 
relation to the man who loves and to 
others, while he regards hatred only 
in its subject. The triumph of love is 
that it creates no prejudice against 
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the Truth. Want of love is the most 
prolific source of offences. 

€v airé] in him. If the ‘ offence’ 
is that which stands in a man’s own 
way, then he is regarded as offering 
in himself the scene of his spiritual 
advance: his progress, his dangers, are 
spiritual, internal. If the offence is 
that which lies in another’s way, then 
the difficulty is looked upon as some- 
thing which might have been in his 
person. 

11. Of the fruits of love it is suffi- 
cient to say that ‘he that loveth 
abideth in the light, and there is 
none occasion of stumbling in him’ 
The issues of hatred are traced in dif- 
ferent directions. They are regarded 
both in respect of present being (is 
tm) and action (ealketh in) and in 
respect of the final goal (knoweth 
not whither) to which life is directed. 
He who hates has lost the faculty of 
seeing, which requires light and love, 
“so that his whole life is a continual 
error’ (Howe), 

éotiv...mepirarei....] Comp. i.7. The 
phrase mopeveoOar év oxéret is used in 
a different sense in Is. ]. 10. 

ovk oidev...] knoweth not... John 
xii. 35; Prov. iv. 19. On the other 
hand that which was true of Christ 
(John viii. 12, xiii. 3) is true also of 
the believer (comp, John xiy. 4, 5). 
He knows what is the end of life. 

vmayet} goeth. The idea is not that 
of proceeding to a definite point 
(mopeveo Gaz), but of leaving the present 
scene. 

ervpr. rods dOarpor's} The image 
comes from Is. vi. 10 (John xii. 40), 
which is the fundamental description 
of God’s mode of dealing with the 
self-willed. Comp. Rom. xi. 10 (Ps. 
Ixix. 24); and for the opposite Eph. i. 
18 mehariopévovs rods 6h. rhs Kapdias. 
(Clem. 1 Cor. 36.) 


eruprwoev] blinded. The tense 
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(comp. 2 Cor. iv. 4 and contrast John 
xii. 40) marks the decisive action of the 
darkness when it once ‘overtook’ the 
man (John xii. 35 iva pi katadaBn, 
i. 5 od xaréhaBev). This darkness not 
only hindered the use of vision but 
(as darkness does physically) destroyed 
the spiritual organ. 


IV. ii 12-17, Turnes remporat 
AND ETERNAL. 

Hitherto St John has stated briefly 
the main scope of his Epistle. He 
has shewn what is the great problem 
of life, and how the Gospel meets it 
with an answer and a law complete 
and progressive, old and new. He 
now pauses, as it were, to contemplate 
those whom he is addressing more 
distinctly and directly, and to gather 
up in a more definite form the charge. 
which is at once the foundation and 
the end of all he writes, 

The section is divided into two 
parts. The apostle first gives the 
ground of his appeal (vz. 12—14); 
and then he gives the appeal itself 
S17), 

1. The ground of the appeal (we. 
12—I4). 

The ground of the apostle’s appeal 
lies in the character and position of 
those whom he is addressing. He 
regards his readers first under their 
common aspect as all alike believers, 
and then under a twofold aspect as 
‘fathers’ and ‘young men,’ separated 
one from another by the length of 
their Christian experience. This he 
does twice, first in respect of the ac- 
tual work in which he is at the moment 
engaged, and then again in respect of 
a work looked upon as finished and 
complete. He shews with an im- 
pressive iteration that from first to 
last, in all that he writes or has written, 
one unchanging motive is supreme. 
Because his readers are Christians 
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and have in part experienced the 
power of their faith he moves them 
to nobler efforts; his object is that 
their ‘joy may be fulfilled’ (e. i. 4). 

The exact relation of ypado to 
€ypaya has been variously explained. 
lt may be a reference to some other 
writing which has not been preserved, 
or, as some think, to the Gospel (comp. 
3 John 9; 1 Cor. v.9; 2 Cor. ii. 3 f, 
Vii. 12); but the use of Zypawa in vv. 
21, 26 is unfavourable to this view. 

It may mark a contrast between 
the former part of the letter, and 
that part which the apostle is now 
writing, as if he resumed his work 
after an interval and looked back upon 
the words already written (comp. 
I Cor. ix. 15; Rom. xv. 15). 

Or it may indicate simply a change 
of mental position in accordance with 
which St John transfers himself to 
the place of his readers, and regards 
the whole letter as they would do, as 
belonging to a past date. 

Or yet again, to put this mode of 
explanation in another form, St John 
may look at his letter first as it is in 
the process of transcription still in- 
complete (1 Cor. xiv. 37; 2 Cor. xiii. 
10), and then as it is ideally com- 
plete. This appears to be the true 
explanation of the ‘epistolary aorist,’ 
Comp. vv. 21, 26, v. 13; 2 John 12; 
I Pet. v.12; Gal. vi. 11; Philem. 19, 21. 

The Latin renderings of ypado and 
éypawa are alike scribo. 

The symmetry of the corresponding 
clauses is remarkable. 


(1) I write unto you, little children 
(rexvia), because 
your sins are forgiwen you 
Jor His names sake. 
(a) I write unto you, fathers, be- 
cause 
ye know Him that is from the 
beginning. 
(8) I write unto you, young men, 
because 
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ye have overcome the evil 
one. 
(2) I have written (I wrote) unto 
you, /tile ones (matSia), because 
ye know the Father. 
(a) I have written (I wrote) unto 
you, fathers, because 
ye know Him that is from 
the beginning. 
(8) I have written (I wrote) unto 
you, young men, because 
ye are strong and the word 
of God abideth in you and 
ye have overcome the evil 
one. 


The common title of address is 
different in the two cases (1) Jittle 
children; (2) little ones. And in 
correspondence with this the aspect 
of the common ground of addressing 
those who are thus designated is also 
different (1) because your sins are 
Sorgiven for his name's sake; (2) 
because ye know the Father. The 
special ground of addressing ‘the 
fathers’ is the same in each case: 
that of addressing ‘the young men’ is 
not changed in the second case but 
more fully developed. 

The causes of these variations will 
appear as we examine the text. 

Augustine, like many others, sup- 
poses that three classes of readers are 
addressed. On this assumption he 
characterises them vigorously : 

. Filii sunt, patres sunt, juvenes sunt. 
Filii quia nascuntur: patres quia 
principium agnoscunt: juvenes, quare? 
Quia vicistis malignum. In filiis 
nativitas, in patribus antiquitas, in 
juvenibus fortitudo. 

12. ypapo] I write. Compare v.1, 
and contrast i. 4 (we write). For the 
present tense compare Gal. i. 20; 
1 Cor; xiv, 37/5 2 Corsa. 13 sate lime 
jii. 14. 

rexvia| filiolt V., little children. 
Comp. v. 1 my little children. The 
simple title occurs again v. 28 (iii. 7), 
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iv. 4, v. 21. The word which ex- 
presses fellowship of nature is con- 
nected with that which is the sign of 
it, the forgiveness of sins. Comp. 
John iii. 5. Both from the symmetry 
of the structure (little children, 
Jathers, young men), and from ithe 
general scope of the passage, it ds 
evident that the title. (here as else- 
where) is addressed to all St John’s 
readers and not to a particular class 
of children in age. 

étt] guoniam V., guia Aug., be- 
cause. There can be no doubt that 
the particle is causal (because) and 
not declarative (that). St John does 
not write to make known the privi- 
leges of Christians, but to enforce 
the duties which follow from the en- 
joyment of them. 

dpéorvrae v. al ap.| remittuntur 
vobis peccata V., your sins are for- 
given, i.e. have been forgiven. The 
present of the Latin is misleading 
though the past forgiveness of sin 
carries with it the constant applica- 
tion of the grace to which it was due: 
John xiii. to. In parallel narra- 
tives, it may be added, a@ievra: is 
used by St Matthew (ix. 2, 5) and St 
Mark (ii. 5, 9), and ddéwvra: by St 
Luke (vy. 20, 23). In Luke vii. 47 f. 
dpéwvras is practically undisturbed. 
The reading in John xx. 23 is some- 
what doubtful (4péwvrai, dpiovrat). 

The proclamation of the forgiveness 
of sins was the message of the Gospel : 
Luke xxiv. 47; Acts xiii. 38. This 
includes potentially the fulfilment of 
man’s destiny as man. Comp. i.9 note. 
For Christ’s sake the Father (v. 14) for- 
gives those who are united with Him. 

dua TO dvopa adrod| propter nomen 
ejus V., per n. é Aug., for his names 
sake. There is no direct antecedent; 
but from v. 6 the thought of Christ as 
the perfect exemplar of divine love 
has been present to the mind of the 
apostle ; and the pronoun clearly re- 
fers to Him. Forgiveness is granted 


to men because Christ is indeed what 
He is revealed to be. It is of course 
assumed that Christians acknowledge 
Him as being what He is (Matt. xxviii. 
19). 
cmeaencits is referred to Christ as 
He has been made known, both in 
respect of the fact that that revelation 
contains the force through which as 
the means (Sia gen.) and the ground 
jor the sake of which as the cause 
(8: acc.) it is accomplished. See ce. iv. 
9 Cjoopev O0 adrod ; John vi. 57 (yee 
de évé. The latter construction is 
very rare. Comp. John xv. 3 xa@apot 
éore did Tov Adyov; Apoc. Xii. II e€vi- 
knoav wa TO aia Tov dpviov. 

For dua 76 dvopa see Matt. x. 22, 
xxiv. 9 and parallels; John xv. 21; 
Apoe. ii. 3. 

dua Tod dvopatos Acts iv. 30, X. 43 5 
1 Cor. i, 10. 

In two other places of the Epistle — 
‘the name’ of Christ is mentioned as 
the object of faith in different aspects. 
The commandment of God is that we 
believe the name (morevew TO ov.) of 
His Son Jesus Christ (iii. 23), that 
is, that we accept the revelation con- 
veyed in that full title as true. And 
again those who believe in the name 
(muarevew eis TO ov.) of the Son of 
God (vy. 13), who cast themselves 
wholly upon the revelation, are as- 
sured of the possession of life eternal 
(comp. John i. 12 note). With these 
passages must be compared John xx. 
31, where St John says that the ob- 
ject of his Gospel was that his readers 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and believing may 
have life in His name (év r@ év.), in 
fellowship with Him as He has thus 
been made known. 

The pregnant use of ‘the name’ as 
summing up that which is made known 
of Christ, explains how it came to be 
used as equivalent to ‘the faith’: 3 
John 7 tmép rod évdparos &&4dOay. 
See Additional Note on iii. 23. 
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13. Believers, who are one in the 
possession of the gift of forgiveness, 
are distinguished by the circum- 
stances of life. Differences of ex- 
perience correspond generally to dif- 
ferences of age. Mature Christians, in 
a society like that which St John ad- 
dressed, would be ‘fathers’ in years, 
The difference of ‘fathers’ and ‘ young 
men’ answers to that of the ‘thinkers, 
and the soldiers in the Christian 
army,’ to the two main applications of 
the Faith. It is a spring of wisdom ; 
and it is also a spring of strength. In 
the natural sequence action is the 
way to that knowledge through which 
wisdom comes. Christian wisdom is 
not speculative but first the fruit of 
work and then the principle of work. 

The characteristic of ‘fathers’ is 
knowledge, the fruit of experience 
(é€yvexare): that of ‘young men,’ 
victory, the prize of strength. St 
John bases his appeal to each class on 
that which they had severally gained. 

matépes| The word, like 18, Abba, 
pater, papa, is used naturally of those 
who stand in a position of responsible 
authority. Thus it is applied in the 
O. T. to prophets (2 K. ii. 12; vi. 21; 
xiii. 14), priests (Jud. xvii. 10; xviii. 
19), teachers (Prov.i. 8). Comp. Matt. 
xxiii. 9 ; (1 Cor. iv. 15;) Acts vii. 2; 
xxii. 1. Here the natural character- 
istic of age is combined with that of 
eminence in the Christian body. 

bre eyvoxate| Guoniam (quia) cog- 
novistis V., because ye know.... The 
essence of wisdom lies in the recog- 
nition of the unity of purpose which 
runs through the whole development 
of being, and of that unity of life 
which exists in all. This truth is 
brought home through the deeper 
understanding of the age-long reve- 


lation of God consummated in the 
Incarnation and interpreted by the 
Spirit. 

For the idea of knowledge see v. 3 
note. God can be known only in His 
Son. The knowledge here spoken of 
is that which is the result of the past 
still abiding (éyyexare) and not that 
which marked a crisis in growth 
(éyvwre) or which is still in continuous 
advance (yivdckere). 

Tov am’ apxis] eum qui ab initio 
est V., (a principio Aug.), Him that 
is from the beginning, the Word, 
that is, brought near to us in the 
Person of Christ Jesus, The title 
sums up shortly what is expressed 
in its successive stages in John i. 
1—14, the Word through Whom all 
things were made, and in Whom all 
things consist, Who, as Life, was 
the Light of men, Who was ever 
coming into the world which He 
made, Who became Flesh. The word 
of life (c. i. 1) is the record of the 
revelation of Him that is from the 
beginning. The whole course of 
history is, when rightly understood, 
the manifestation of one will. To 
know this in Christ is the prerogative 
of a ‘father,’ and the knowledge is 
the opportunity for the completest 
life. 

veavioxot| adulescentes V., juvenes 
Aug., young men in the full vigour of 
opening life. Comp. Matt. xix. 20; 
Luke vii. 14. 

vevixnkare | have overcome, not ‘over- 
came’ simply (¢. v. 5 1) vin 7 viKjoa- 
ca). The past remains effective. The 
image, based on John xvi. 33, is cha- 
racteristic of the Apocalypse (ii. 7 ff., 
xil. 11, xxi. 7) and of this Epistle: 
®. 14, iv. 4, v. 4f. 

tov trovnpov| malignum V., the 
evil one, v. 14, iii. 12, v. 18 f.; John 
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Xvil. 15 ; Matt. vi. 13, xiii. 19, 38 (va 
37, 39). The personal aspect of the 
Christian conflict on its spiritual side 
is naturally brought out now. Dark- 
ness has its prince: John xii. 31, xiv. 
30, Xvi. 11. It is assumed that a con- 
flict is inevitable unless men passively 
yield to the power of evil (c. v. 19). 
Comp. Eph. ii. 2, vi. 12. The abrupt- 
ness with which the idea of ‘the evil 
one’ is introduced shews that it was 
familiar. See Additional Note. 

' 14. At the close of v. 13 there is a 
pause in thought if not a break in the 
composition of the letter. Looking 
back on the record of his purpose the 
apostle appears to resume the thread 
of his argument: ‘I write, yea I have 
written, because you have had ex- 
perience of the Faith.’ 

I4. madia] infantes V., puert Aug., 
little ones. This title, little ones, which 
like rexvia is applied to the whole 
Christian body, differs from Jéttle 
children by emphasising the idea of 
subordination and not that of kins- 
manship. St John speaks not as shar- 
ing the nature of those to whom he 
writes, but as placed in a position of 
authority over them. Comp. v. 18 
(John xxi. 5). 

In correspondence with this dif- 
ference in the address St John gives 
a different reason for his writing: 
because ye know the Father. 

The sense of an immediate personal 
relationship to God (comp. John xiv. 7) 
gives stability to all the gradations of 
human authority. In this respect 
‘knowing the Father’ is different from 
‘knowing Him that is from the 
beginning.” The former involves a 
direct spiritual connexion: the latter 
involves besides an intellectual appre- 
hension of the divine ‘plan’ The 
knowledge ‘of the Father’ is that 
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of present love and submission: the 
knowledge of Him ‘that is from the 
beginning’ is sympathy with the 
Divine Thought which is fulfilled in 
all time. 

At the same time the two titles 
‘little children, ‘little ones, indi- 
cate a twofold spiritual position. As 
‘little children’ we are all bound one 
to another by the bond of natural 
affection: as ‘little ones’ we all re- 
cognise our equal feebleness in the 
presence of the One Father. It may 
be added that the relation of the 
readers of the letter to the Apostle 
really determined their relation to. 
God (c..i. 3). 

There is a difference in the general 
ground for writing (v. 12 because your ~ 
sins are forgiven..., v. 14 because ye 
know the Father), but in writing to 
‘the fathers’ specially there is no 
change, no development, in St John’s 
language. The knowledge of Christ 
as the Word, active from the begin- 
ning of Creation, includes all that we 
can know. At the same time this 
knowledge is regarded in two dif- 
ferent aspects corresponding to the 
two general ideas of forgiveness and 
Fatherhood (vv. 12, 14); even as the 
Incarnation satisfies man’s need of 
redemption and his need of consum- 
mation. 

In writing to ‘the young men’ St 
John makes no change in his reason 
(because ye have overcome the evil one) 
but he develops what he has said. 
He adds the twofold permanent 
ground of the Christian’s victory to 
the assertion of the fact which he 
made before. The young soldier is 
‘strong’ (tcxvpés comp. Eph. vi. 10 ; 
Matt. xii. 29) as having the personal 
qualifications for his work ; and ‘the 
word of God abideth in him) so 


IE is] 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN 61 


at ere if J 2 eee Nien '@ / 
eypawa vmiv, veavioxot, OTL inxupol éore Kal 6 Novos 
= ~ ? Ces ls \ f ie 
[Tov Ocod] év vmiv péver kal verikneate Tov TOVNpov. 
15 Y > los \ , \ \ > ol Id ae 
Mr ayarate Tov Koopmov pnd Ta év TW KOTMW. €ay 


14 0 Néyos Tod Oeod NAC vg syrr: —7od Occd B the. 


that he is in living contact with the 
source of life. The natural endowment 
of energetic vigour is consecrated to 
a divine end by a divine voice. 

0 Adyos...uéver...] the word...abid- 
eth... Comp. vv. 24, 27 ; John xv. 7 
(v. 3). The converse thought occurs 
John viii. 31. Comp. i. 10 note. 


2. The appeal (15—17). 


In the preceding verses St John has 
set forth the privileges of Christians 
both generally in their sense of for- 
giveness and of a Divine Fatherhood, 
and specially in the far-reaching wis- 
dom of the old, and the victorious 
strength of the young: he now goes 
on to enforce the consequence which 
is made possible. A great‘ love not’ 
follows on the command to love. 

The structure of the passage is 
simple and regular. The prohibition 
(15 @) is followed by a view of its over- 
whelming necessity. The love of the 
world is incompatible with the love of 
the Father (15 0), for the objects of 
love determine its character (16). And 
further : there is between them the 
contrast of time and eternity, of 
transition and abiding (17). 

I5. py ayarare| Nolite diligere V., 
Love not. The command is not given 
to any particular class (as to the 
young) but to all. That which man 
may not do, being what he is, God 
can do, John ili, 16 (nyamnoev tov 
koopoyv). God looks through the sur- 
face of things by which man is misled 
to the very being which He created. 

Tov koopov| mundum V., the world, 
the order of finite being regarded as 
apart from God., The Roman empire 
with its idolatry of the Emperor as the 
representative of the State, presented 


the idea in a concrete and impressive 
form. 

The system as an organised whole 
(kécyos) is in other places considered 
as the dominant form of life, the age 
(6 aidy ovTos, 6 viv aidy). Comp. Rom. 
Rile2h oem ve 2 

For the use of kédcpos see John i. 
Io note. 

With ‘the world’ are joined ‘the 
things in the world,’ all, that is, which 
finds its proper sphere and fulfilment 
in a finite order and without God. 
‘To be in the world’ is the opposite 
to ‘being in God’ The question is 
not of the present necessary limita- 
tions of thought and action but of 
their aim and object. Whatever is 
treated as complete without reference 
to God is so far a rival to God. This 
thought is brought out in the words 
which follow. . 

Augustine illustrates the idea in 
respect of the love of nature ; Non te 
prohibet Deus amare ista sed non 
diligere ad beatitudinem, sed ad hoc 
probare et laudare ut ames creatorem. 
Quemadmodum...... si sponsus faceret 
sponsze suze annulum et illa acceptum 
annulum plus diligeret quam sponsum 
qui illi fecerit annulum; nonne in ipso 
dono sponsi anima adultera deprehen- 
deretur quamvis hoc amaret quod 
dedit sponsus ? 

éav tis...] There can be but one 
supreme object of moral devotion. All 
secondary objects will be referred to 
this. The love of the finite as an 
absolute object necessarily excludes 
the love of the Creator (the Father), 
Comp. Rom, i. 25; James iv. 4 (7 
didia Tod Koopov). Unum cor duos 
tam sibi adversarios amores non capit ; 
Matt. vi. 24 (Bede, ad /oc.). 
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Here as elsewhere St John places 


the contrast before his readers in its 
ultimate essential form, as of light 
and darkness, love and hatred. He 
assumes that there cannot be a vacu- 
um in the soul. So Augustine writes : 
Noli diligere mundum. Exclude ma- 
lum amorem mundi ut implearis 
amore Dei. Vas es sed adhuc plenus 
es; funde quod habes ut accipias 
quod non habes. 

It will be observed also that he 
speaks here of the love of the Father 
and not of the love of God (c. ii. 5 note). 
The phrase is unique (comp. Col. i. 
12 f.), and suggests as the object of 
man’s love God as He has been 
pleased to bring Himself within the 
range of man’s knowledge (John xiv. 
9; comp. c. i. 2 note). Thus it ex- 
presses primarily the love of ‘the 
children’ of God to God; but this 
love answers to and springs. out of the 
love shewn to them by ‘the Father’ 
whom ‘they know’ (w. 14). 

By the ‘love of the world, and of the 
things. in the world’ the sense of the 
personal relationship to God is lost, 
and not merely the sense of a divine 
presence. Of the man who is swayed 
by such a passion it must be said that 
love of the Father is not in him as 
an animating, inspiring power (ce. i. 
ro). This phrase expresses more than 
‘he loveth not God’ or ‘he loveth not 
the Father. That form of expres- 
sion would describe a simple fact: this 
presents the fact as a ruling principle. 
The exact order of the Greek is 
remarkable :; ‘there exists not, what- 
ever he may say, the love of the 
Father in him.” Comp. ¢. i. 53 v. 16 f,; 
John v.45; vi. 45 Vii. 28; viii. 44, 
505 54.5 1s. 165. ®. 125, 345. Kills 10,, 16, 

The thought finds a striking expres- 
sion under the imagery of St John in 


a fragment of Philo quoted by John 
of Damascus (Parall. Sacra a, Tit. 
XXX. P. 370): aunyavoy ouvumapyxeuy 
THY Tpos KOcpov ayamnv TH Tmpos TOV 
Ochy ayarn, os dunyavoy cvvumapxew 
adAjAos has kal oKdTos. 

16. Ort...) because... In moral 
and spiritual things there is a law of 
equilibrium. Nothing rises higher 
than its source. The desire of things 
earthly as ends in themselves comes 
from the world and is bounded by the 
world. It is therefore incompatible 
with the-love of the Father. 

The point of sight from which ‘all 
that is in the world’ is regarded here 
is more distinctly defined than in 2. 
15. In themselves all finite objects, 
‘the things that are in the world, are - 
‘of the Father’ It is the false view 
of them which makes them idols. 
Hence St John defines ‘ that which is 
in the world, that which, as now re- 
garded, finds its consummation ‘in the 
world,” from the human side. The 
feeling which misuses the object de- 
termines and shews by its misuse 
what there is defective in the object 
which gives occasion to the wrong- 
doing. 

This general aspect of the question 


- determines the exact form of lan- 


guage. St John writes way ro év-r. x. 
and not mavra ra €v r. x. He looks at 
‘all’ in its unity in relation to the 
feeling man. Comp. c. v. 4; Eph. v. 
13 (wdvra, wav). The world as such 
has nothing more to offer than what 
is summed up in the three typical 
phrases by which way is defined. This 
thought has been made wrongly the 
main thought of the sentence by the 
Latin versions: omne quod in mundo 
est concupiscentia (desideriam) car- 
nis est ét.... 

The three fulse tendencies which 
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St John marks cover the whole 
ground of ‘ worldliness, of the temp- 
tation to set up the creature as an 
end, They offer typical tests of man’s 
real state as to himself,.as to things 
external, and (specially) as to his fel- 
low-men. Or, if we follow the division 
suggested by the words (émOupia, ém- 
Ovpia, adagovia), they indicate prevail- 
ing false views in regard to want and 
to possession. We desire wrongly 
and we glory wrongly in what we 
have. 

The ‘wants’ which man feels can 
be divided into two great classes. 
Some things he desires to appropriate 
personally : some things he desires to 
enjoy without appropriation. The 
desire of the flesh embraces the one 
class (eg. gratification of appetites) ; 
the desire of the eyes the other (¢.g. 
pursuit of art as an end). 

The wrong use of possession lies in 
the empty and ostentatious assertion 
of advantages which are placed in a 
wrong light. A superiority is asserted 
on external grcunds which cannot be 
justified in the face of the true issues 
of life. The ddafwv is in this case 
‘one who lays claim to blessings 
which are not truly his for the sake 
of renown’ (comp, Theophr. Char. 
§ 23; [Plat.] Defi p. 416 dralovela 
€£us mpoomotntixyn ayabod 7) ayabav Trav 
Py UTapxovTay. 

The three tendencies naturally re- 
call the three Temptations of the 
Lord, with which they have obvious 
points of contact. The first Tempta- 
tion corresponds to the first and most 
elementary form of émiOupuia tis cap- 
kos, the desire of the simplest support 
of natural life. A divine word is 
sovereign over this: the means which 
God uses are not limited to one 
form (Luke iv. 4). The offer of the 
kingdoms of the civilized world (ris 
olkoupévns) and their glory, which is 
placed second in St Luke’s order, 
seems to answer in the loftiest shape 
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to émOupia trav dpOaryay, the power 


of commanding all that is fairest and 


most attractive in the world. Here 
also Scripture shews that no aim how- 
ever true and noble can be allowed to 
trench on the absolute homage due 
to God (Luke iv. 8). And again the 
call to claim an open manifestation of 
God’s protecting power touches the 
root of dAafovia rod Biov, in which 
endowments and gifts are used arbi- 
trarily for personal ostentation. Such 
use is a tempting of God from Whom 
man dares to isolate himself (Luke 
1y..12)) ‘ 

Ithas been felt noless natural to look 
for some correspondence between the 
threefold worldly tendencies of St John 
and the three master vices which oc- 
cupy a prominent place in ancient and 
medieval ethics, @irndovia, mAcovegia, 
Aoboéia, voluptas, avaritia, superbia. 
The correspondence is so far real, 
though not direct, that the germs of 
these special vices lie in the feelings 
which St John characterises. Comp. 
Just. M. Dial. 82, p. 308 D dia Seds 
obv [Bzech. iii. 17 ff.] kal nuecis omrov- 
SaCopev Opireiv Kara Tas ypahas, ov dua 
proypnpartiav 7) pirodo€lay 7} Pirydo- 
viav: év ovdevi yap TovTay edcEau nuas 
évras Owarai TIS. 

The enumeration does not include 
spiritual sins. These are not, under 
the present aspect, ‘of the world’ or 
‘in the world.’ St John has dwelt 
before on the relation of man to man 
—love and hatred; and he dwells 
afterwards on the relation of man to 
true opinion. Here he is considering 
the relation of man to the kdapos as 
an external system which has lost its 
true character: Rom. viii. 19 f. 

7 erOvuula rhs capKos| concuptscen- 
tia (desiderium Aug.) carnis V., 
the desire of the flesh, the desire of 
which the flesh is the seat. The geni- 
tive with émdvpia is in the N. T. 
characteristically subjective (John viii. 
44; Rom. i. 24; Apoc. xviii. 14), 
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Comp. Gal. v. 16, 24; Eph. ii. 3; 1 
Pet. ii. 11 (ai wapxexai émOupiac), Rom. 
xiii. 14; 1 Pet. iv. 2 (dvOpomwv émbv- 
peiacs); Tit. ii, 12 (ai xoopexal émbv- 
plat). 

Under this category are included 
all desires which involve the appro- 
priation of the object to which they 
are directed. By the separate men- 
tion of of dbOadpoi the sense of capé 
is proportionately limited. 

In St John generally cdpé is used 
to express humanity under the present 
conditions of life (c. iv. 2; 2 John 7; 
John i. 14; Vi. 5I—55: xvii. 2). Once 
the 6éAnua capkos is set by the side of 
Géhnpa dvOpos as distinct from it (John 
1. 13); twice oapé is opposed to mvedpa 
(John iii, 6; vi. 63); and once kara 
Thv oapka is used to describe a judg- 
ment which is external, superficial, 
destitute of moral insight (John vii. 
15). The desire of the capé as cdpé 
is necessarily for that which is like 
itself. It cannot include any spiritual 
element. 

Compare Additional Note on iii. 19. 

7. m0. tav oP0.| concupiscentia 
(desiderium Aug.) oculorum V., the 
desire of the eyes, the desire of which 
the eyes are the organ: not the 
pleasure of the miser only or charac- 
teristically (Eccles. iv. 8; v. 11), but 
all personal vicious indulgence repre- 
sented by seeing. The desire of ap- 
propriation enters into ‘the desire of 
the flesh’: the ‘desire of the eyes’ is 
satisfied by enjoyment which comes 
under the general form of contem- 
plation. So far it is true that in 
the former the thought of physical 
pleasures is dominant, as the object 
of desire, while in the latter forms 
of mental (‘psychical’) pleasure find 
place, The ‘eyes’ are the typical 
example of the organs to which art 
ministers. 

Augustine gives a singular illustra- 
tion of what he holds to be ‘the 
desire of the eyes,’ which is worth 


quoting as giving a vivid trait in the 
Christian feeling of his time: Ali- 
quando tentat etiam [curiositas] ser- 
vos Dei, ut velint quasi miraculum 
facere: tentare utrum exaudiat illos 
Deus in. miraculis. Curiositas est ; 
hoe est desiderium oculorum; non 
est a patre. 

7 adag. rov Blov] superbia vite V., 
ambitio seculi Aug. (other Latin au- 
thorities give jactantia hujus vite, 
vice humane), the vain glory of life, 
the vain glory which springs out of 
and belongs to our visible earthly 
life. The genitive is subj. as in the 
two other cases. The add¢ov (comp. 
Rom. i. 30; 2 Tim. iii: 2) is closely 
connected with the vmepndavos ; but 
his vice centres in self and is con- 
summated in his absolute self-exalta- 
tion, while the imepravos shews his 
character by his overweening treat- 
ment of others. The did¢wv sins most * 
against truth: the vmepydavos sins 
most against love. ’Adagovera (-ia) 
may be referred to a false view of 
what things are in themselves, empty 
and unstable: vmepnpana to a false 
view of what our relations to other 
persons are. Comp. Mk. vii. 22; 
Luke i. 51; James iv. 6; 1 Pet. v. 5. 
See also Wisd. v. 8; xvii. 7; 2 Mace. 
ix. 8, xv. 6; Prov. xxv. 6. 

Such ‘vain glory,’ such a false view 
of the value of our possessions, belongs 
to life (6 Bios) in its present concrete 
manifestation and not to life in its 
essential principle (7 ¢a7). Comp. 
Luke viii. 14 (jSovat rod Biov); 1 Tim. 
li, 2 (Biov Sudyew); 2 Tim. ii. 4 (rais 
Tov Biov mpaypareias); (in 1 Pet. iv. 3 
tov Biov is an addition, but Bidcar oc- 
curs in v. 2). Hence 6 Bios is used 
for ‘the means of life’: Mk. xii. 44; 
Luke [viii 43], xv. 12, 30; ¢ iii. 17. 
Compare also Biwois, Acts xxvi. 4; 
and Brorixds, Luke xxi. 34; 1 Cor. vi. 
aif, 

These characteristic feelings of want 
and of wealth, the desire of the flesh 
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and the desire of the eyes, and the 
vain glory of life, are said to be, 
as man now is naturally, of the 
world (c. iv. § note; John xy. 19; 
XVil, I4, 16; xviii. 36). The decla- 
ration marks the false position into 
which man has come. In his original 
constitution the desire was good, be- 
cause it was directed consciously to- 
wards the fulfilment of his office in 
regard to the whole order and to God: 
the exultation was good, because it 
was an acknowledgment of divine 
bounty. Now the desire is suggested 
by the creature and not by the Crea- 
tor, by the object separated from the 
Living Author of all, not by the Living 
Author to whom the child should 
look (k rod marpos not simply ek rod 
Geot). Thus each typical false ten- 
dency is the corruption of a noble 
instinct, the longing for support and 
for beauty, the joy of thankfulness. 

The phrase eivar ék (v. 21; iii, 19; 
iv. 5) to be of is characteristic of St 
John expressing derivation and de- 
pendence. Compare John iii. 31 note; 
and Additional Note on iii. 1. 

17. This clause contains a second 
ground for the prohibition in 2, 15. 
Not only is the love of the world irre- 
concileable with the love of the Fa- 
ther ; but also, yet further, the fate 
of the world is included in its essen- 
tial character. The world—the ex- 
ternal system which occupied the 
place of God—was already when St 
John wrote in the act of dissolution 
and vanishing. 

The words can also be taken as a 
second proof of the antagonism of the 
love of the Father and of the love of 
the world, so far as these are at va- 
riance in their issue no less than in 


W. 


their source. But this connexion 
appears to be less natural than the 
other. 

mapayera] is passing away: see 
v. 8. The word describes not the 
general character of the world as 
transitory but its actual condition in 
the face of the church, “the Kingdom 
of God’ The whole sum of finite 
things, regarded in itself as complete, 
is (as it were) a screen which hides 
the presence of God. By the declara- 
tion of the Truth this was in St John’s 
time beginning to be removed. Com- 
pare v. 8; 1 Cor. vii. 31; and contrast 
the ideal view from the divine side : 
Ta dpxaia mapyrGev; iSod yeyovev kawa 
(2 Cor. v. 17). 

n emOupla avrov] concupiscentia 
(desideria Aug.) ejus V., the desire 
thereof, the desire which belongs to 
it and which it stimulates. Comp. 
Tit. ii, 12 ai koopixai émiOvuiar. The 
gen. is subjective as in v. 16, though 
itis true that the desire which the 
world fosters is in turn directed to 
the world as its object. A verb cor- 
responding to wapayerac must be sup- 
plied. The world which is the source 
and the object of the desire is shewn 
to be by itself unsubstantial and evan- 
escent. The desire therefore is shewn 
in its utter vanity (karapyeira). But 
the desire remains as an aching void. 

The contrast to this ‘desire’ which 
is earth-born and empty is ‘the will 
of God.’ That alone is permanent of 
which this will is the ground. 

6 O€ mody...pmever...| gut autem 
Jacit (fecerit Aug.) V., but he that 
doeth...abideth... While the fabric of 
‘the world’ is being removed the 
Christian suffers no disturbance. The 
present in this sense is eternal. When 
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all else changes the obedience of love 
continues unchanged, This ~abides 
in the new order to which indeed it 
properly belongs. The contrast to 
the world converted into an idol is 
not God, but the believer who in 
action strives to do God’s will. Hence 
St John does not say ‘he that loveth 
God, which might haye been sug- 
gested by v. 15, but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever. 
Compare John iv. 34; vi. 38; vii. 
1G) be, Site 
The will of God expresses the true 
end of all things, and is opposed to 
‘the desire’ which springs from a 
finite source as its ultimate origin. 
At the same time ‘the will of God’ 
includes the right use of ali natural 
powers, faculties, instincts, which in 
their essential nature answer to it: 
Apoc. iv. 11. Compare 1 Thess. iv. 3. 
In speaking of the divine will St 
John says ‘the will of God’ and not 
‘the will of the Father’ as might 
seem to be suggested by v. 16. Stress 
is laid upon the divine majesty rather 
than upon the divine love. ‘The will 
of the Father’ is found only in St 
Matthew (vi. 10 ‘our Father, vii. 21: 
xii. 50 my Father ; comp. xviii. 14; 
xxvi. 42). The will of our God and 
Father occurs Gal. i. 4 (comp. Eph. 
i.5,9, 11). The will of God is not 
unfrequent: 1 Pet. ii. 15; ili, 17; iv. 
19; Rom. i, 10; xii. 2; Heb. x, 36. 
In the Gospel of St John the phrase 
which is always used by the Lord is 
the will of Him that sent me: iv. 34; 
y. 30; vi. 38 ff. (vii. 17). 
péver cis tT. al.] abideth for ever, 
Comp. John viii. 35 ; xii. 34; 2 Cor. 
1x00) (LXx)3 4 Petes (ixx), The 
absolute use of pévew is not unfre- 
quent: John xy. 16; 1 Pet. i. 23; 
Heb. x. 34. 
eis rov aidva] in eternum V. This 
is the only form in which aigév occurs 
in the Epistles (here and 2 John 2) 
and Gospel (12 times) of St John, 
except the correlative ék rod aidvos 
(John ix. 32). The phrase occurs in- 
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dependently of the uxx (1 Pet. i. 25; 
2 Cor. ix.9; Hebr, v. 6; vi. 20; vii, 
17 ff.) only (with negative) in Matth. 
xxi, 19 || Mk. xi. 14; Mk. iii. 29; 1 
Cor. viii. 13 (Jude 13 eis atéva\. [1 Pet. 
i, 23, and 2 Pet. ii. 7; are false read- 
ings.] It is very common in the Lxx. as 


the rendering of poiy, Doi) poly 3, 


The thought contained in the words 
here is given by the addition which is 


found in Theb. and Old Lat. ‘as God 


also abideth for ever’ (sicut et tpse 
manet in eternum). Augustine reads 
the addition and remarks on the 
whole passage: Voluit te amor 
mundi, tene Christum. Propter te 
factus est temporalis ut tu fias zeter- 
nus; quia et ille sic factus est tempor- 
alis ut maneret zeternus. 

And again: Terram diligis, terra 
eris, Deum diligis: quid dicam, Deus 
eris? Non audeo dicere ex me: 
scripturas audiamus go diat, dit estis 
et filri altissimt omnes. 


B. THE CONFLICT OF TRUTH AND 
FALSEHOOD WITHOUT AND WITHIN 
(ii. 18—iv. 6). 


The broad contrast which has been 
drawn in the last section between 
things temporal and eternal, between 
the world and the Church, leads to 
the central subject of the Hpistle, the 
great conflict of life, which is treated 
of in ii. 1&3—iv. 6. In this the hostile 
power is seen to arise from within 
the Christian society. The world has 
found expression in an anti-Christian 
system which lays claim to spiritual 
endowment and authority. False 
prophetic power (Apoc. xiii, 1 ff) 
takes its place by the side of the 
imperial power (Apoc. xii. 1 ff.). These 
false teachers, this ‘spirit of anti- 
christ,’ are ‘of the world’ (iv. 4 f.). 

Characteristic marks of this conflict 
appear throughout : dvrixpuoros ii. 18, 
20; TO mvedua Tod ayttxplorov iy. 2h 
Wevdorpopyrar iv. 1; of mavevres ii, 
26, comp. ili. 7; ro mvedua ris mAavns 
iy.6, And underneath the false spi- 


II. 18] 
— BT ladia, ErxaTn wpa 


ritual teaching lies ‘the hatred’ of 
the world: iii. 13. The question is 
no longer of false opinion or vicious 
_ practice within the Church, but of 
temptations to yield allegiance to a 
rival power. 

The view which St John gives of 
the Christian conflict falls into four 
sections ; 


I. Tue Revenation or FALSEHOOD 
AND TRUTH (ii. 18—29). 

II. Tae Cummpren or Gop AND THE 
CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL (iii. I—12). 

III. Brorurrnoop mn Curis AND 
THE HATRED OF THE WORLD (iii. 13— 
24). 
IV. Tue Rivat sprrits or TRutH 
AND ERROR (iv. 1—6). 


Step by step the strength of the 
Christian is shewn in his firm hold 
upon the Truth, in the consciousness 
and the character of Sonship, in the 
activity of Love, in the power of 
Spiritual Discernment. So the con- 
flict passes to victory. 


I. Tur REVELATION or FALSEHOOD 
AND TRUTH (ii. 18—29). 19 4 


This section 
three parts: 

1. Antichrists and Christians (18 
—2I1). 

2. The essence and the power of 
the Truth (22—25). 

3. Abiding in the Truth (26—209). 

The progress of thought is simple. 
The fact of apostasy from the Chris- 
tian body is recognised as a character- 
istic of the crisis. This fact serves to 
remind Christians of the gift which 
they have received for the discern- 
ment of the Truth. The essence of 
the Truth lies in the acknowledgment 
of the Messiahship of Jesus. The 
confession of the Son gives fellowship 
with the Father ; issuing in the life 
eternal. This knowledge of God then 
Christians have to keep firmly, that 
they may facetheir Lord at His appear- 
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ance. And true knowledge has the 
seal of righteousness, likeness to God, 
the mark of divine sonship. 

1. Antichrists and Christians (18 
—21). 

The necessity of conflict which has 
been laid down on general grounds in 
vv. 15—17 is enforced by the special 
circumstances of the age. It is‘a last 
hour,’ and as such marked by divisions, 
errors, temptations in the Christian 
society itself (18, 19). At the same 
time, as answering to this special 
peril, Christians have a gift of spirit- 
ual discernment which it is their pri- 
vilege to use as a decisive criterion 
of error (20, 21). 

18. Tadia] Filioli (Pueri) V., 
My little ones. See v. 14. The apostle 
addresses his readers with the au- 
thority of age and experience, and 
not as dwelling on the thought of 
spiritual kinship (rexvia), 

In the sentence which precedes he 
had spoken of ‘ the world’ as ‘ passing 
away. He now points out the decisive 
sign of the coming change in the con- 
dition of the Christian society. Itis ‘a 
last hour,’ 

The conception of ‘a last time,’ ‘a 
last season,’ the ‘last days,’ rests upon 
the O. T., in which the phrase ns 
O23 is used for the distant future, 
on which the prophet’s eye is fixed. 
Thus in Gen. xlix. 1; Num. xxiv. 14 
(én €oxdrov [-rov] ray rfuepdv) it 
points to the time when Israel had 
entered upon the possession of Ca- 
naan, the first stage in the fulfilment 
of the divine promise. In Is. ii. 2; 
Mic. iv. 1; Hos. iii. 5 ; Jerem. xxiii, 
205 Xxx. 24; xlvill. 47; xlix. 39, it 
describes the time when Zion shall 
be restored and the people shall fear 
and obey the Lord. In Ezek. xxxviii. 
16 it regards some particular season 
of signal deliverance. Thus the phrase 
in its biblical sense includes in part 
the notion of ‘the age to come’ and 
the immediate preparation for it. 


ep 
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In post-biblical times ‘the age to 
come’ was sharply distinguished from 
the period of trial by which it was to 
be ushered in; and ‘the latter days’ 
came to be regarded as a season of 
conflict and suffering through which 
the divine victory should be accom- 
plished. This appears to be the ruling 
idea of the phrase in the N.T.: Acts 
ii. 17 év rais écy. jp. (Joel iii. 1, €o- 
xdras being an explanatory gloss); 
- James v. 3 év écy. Hu; I Pet. i. 20 
em ecydtayv TOY xpovar. 

Bat in this interpretation the suc- 
cessive partial dawnings of ‘the age 
to come’ give a different force to the 
words ‘the last days’ which usher in 
the age according to the context in 
which they occur. In one sense ‘the 
age to come’ dated from Pentecost; in 
another from the destruction of Jeru- 
salem ; in another it was still the ob- 
ject of hope. So also ‘the last days’ 
are found in each of the seasons of 
fierce trial which precede the several 
comings of Christ. The age in which 
we live is, under one aspect, ‘the last 
days, and in another it is ‘ the age to 
come,’ which was prepared by the 
travail-pains of the old order. As 
we look forward a season of sore dis- 
tress separates us from that which is 
still to be revealed (2 Tim. iii. 1; 2 
Pet. iii, 3; Jude 18; 1 Pet. i. 5, 
contrast v. 20): as we look back we 
have entered on an inheritance now 
though struggles of ‘a last time.’ 

But while the great counsel of God 
goes forward to fulfilment the date of 
the consummation is not revealed : 
Acts i. 7,; Matt. xxiv. 36. 

The calculation which Severus (Cra- 
mer, Cat. in loc.) makes is interesting 
in the face of our present knowledge 
of the world’s history: mevraxioxiAlwv 
éviavray mapadpapdvrayv €& ob yéyovey 
6 kOopos...Kal dro Tis Xpiorod mapov- 
gias orm memAnpopéevov é€axociov 


qyoov émrakociay 7) XiNiav €rar, Oapev | 
yap otra, més [ovk] (dele) eo Aoyou 
harnoerar rav éEaxooiov érav 7} XNiov, 
el TUxoL, Tas Hpas Mpos TAS TOY TeED- 
rakirxikioy Tapekeralopévas eaxaras 
Kae ; 

In this passage the anarthrous 
phrase éoyarn Spa, novissima hora V., 
seems to mark the general character 
of the period and not its specific 
relation to ‘the end.’ It was a period 
of critical change. The exact phrase 
is not found elsewhere in the N.T. 
The use of ‘hour’ recals that in the 
Gospel : iv. 21, 23; v.35, 383 XVi 2, 
A, 25, 32. Compare ii. 4; vii. 30; viii. 
20; xii. 23,27; xiii. 1; xvii. 1; and 
the idea of ‘a last hour’ corresponds 
with the characteristic phrase of St 
John ‘the last day’ (vi. 39f, 44, 54; 
xi. 24; xii. 48). The definiteness of 
this latter phrase (1 eax 7.) justifies 
the wider sense given to the former. 
Comp. Ign. ad Ephes. c. 11. The 
true reading in 1 Thess. v. 2 (€ox. 7p.) 
illustrates éoy. dpa here. 

kaads neovoate| as ye heard in 
general terms as part of the evangelic 
message (Mk. xiii. 6 ff.; Matt. xxiv. 5, 
24), and in the teaching of apostles 
(Acts xx. 30). Comp. 1 Tim. iv. 1. 
These general predictions of false 
Christs and false teachers were con- 
centrated in the thought of a typical 
adversary: 2 Thess. ii. 3. 

’Avrixpictos| The term Antichrist 
is peculiar to St John in the N.T. It 
occurs again v. 22; lv. 3 and 2John 7. 
The absence of the article shews that 
it had become current as a technical 
(proper) name. 

The word means far more than 
simply ‘an adversary of Christ.’ As 
far as the form is concerned it may 
describe ‘one who takes the place of 
Christ’ (dvriBacwWevs, avrirapias, advOv- 
maros), or ‘one who under the same 
character opposes Christ’ (ayridida- 
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okados, dytictpatidtns). There is a 
similar ambiguity in the word avri- 
atparnyos, which means both ‘one 
who occupies the place of crparnyds, 
propretor,; and also ‘an opposing 
general.’ It seems to be most conso- 
nant to the context to hold that ’Avri- 
xptoros here describes one who assum- 
ing the guise of Christ opposes Christ. 
In this sense it embodies an important 
truth. That hostility is really formid- 
able in which the adversary preserves 
the semblance of the characteristic 
excellence which he opposes (comp. 
2 Cor. xi. 13; Apoe. ii. 2). The Anti- 
christ assails Christ by proposing to 
do or to preserve what He did while 
denying Him (comp. John v. 43). The 
false Christ on the other hand (Wevdo- 
xpioros Matt. xxiv. 24) is simply a 
pretender to the Messianic office. 
In St John’s use of ‘ Antichrist’ it 
will be seen that the sense is deter- 
mined by the full Christian concep- 
tion of ‘ Christ’ and not by the Jewish 
conception of the promised Saviour. 
Under one aspect it may be said 
that the work of the Incarnation was 
to reveal the true divine destiny of 
man in his union with God through 
Christ ; while the lie of Antichrist 
was to teach that man is divine apart 
from God in Christ. 
‘The passages in which the term 
occurs are not decisive as to St John’s 
teaching in regard to the coming of 
one great Antichrist, of which the 
others were preparatory embodiments. 
As far as his words are concerned 
‘Antichrist’ may be the personifica- 
tion of the principle shewn in dif- 
ferent antichrists, or the person 
whose appearance is prepared by 
these particular forms of evil. The 
former is however the most natural 
interpretation: 7. 22; 2 John 7. The 
spirit of evil comes in those whom he 
inspires. Contrast 2 Thess, ii. 3 ff. 
~ The essential character of ‘ Anti- 
christ’ lies in the denial of the true 


humanity of Messiah (v. 22 6 dpvov- 
pevos Ort “Inoots ovK eoTw 6 XpioTos. 
iv. 3 1v.6 pr) Guodoyet (Aver) Tov "Incodr. 
2 John 7 of pty opodoyodrres “Incoty 
Xpuordv €pxopevoy ev capi). 

This denial involves the complete 
misunderstanding of Christ’s past and 
future work, and takes away the 
knowledge of the Father, which is 
brought to us by the Incarnate Son. 
The teaching of Antichrist leaves God 
and the world still ununited. The 
proclamation of the union is the — 
message of the Gospel. 

It may be added that St John’s de- 
scription of ‘ Antichrist’ (c. iv. 3) is 
made use of by Polycarp (ad Phil. 7); 
and Irenzeus, the disciple of Polycarp, 
first developed the teaching. The 
word does not occur in the other Apo- 
stolic Fathers, or Justin Martyr, who 
does however refer to 6 ths dvopias 
avOpwros (Dial. 32, p. 250 A 6 Ths 
dmootacias dvOpwnos Dial. 110, p. 336 
p). It appears therefore to be cha- 
racteristic of the school of St John. 
See Additional Note. 

Zpxera] venit (sit venturus) V., 
cometh. The same term is used of 
Christ and of His adversary. Comp. 
c. iv. 3; John xiv. 3; xxi. 22f.; Apoc. 
xxii. 20. In both cases it implies 
something more than one .advent, 
though it includes this. The rival 
power finds a personal expression as 
often as Christ comes. Comp. v. 6 
note. 

caos...kal viv] as...even so now. 
Comp. John xv. 9; xvii. 18; xx. 21. 

yeyovaow] facti sunt V., have 
arisen, and fulfilled the expectation. 
The use of a different word for their 
advent (yeydvacw not éAndvdaow) con- 
nects their appearance with the ac- 
tual conditions of the development of 
the Church. Comp. Heb. ii. 17 note. 
The use is the more remarkable as the 
verb is not used elsewhere in the 
epistle (yet 3 John 8). The tense 
shews that these’ antichrists are 
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spoken of as being still active. They 
are not simple types of Antichrist but 
revelations of him in many parts: e¢. 
Iv. 30% 

For the absolute use of yiveoOa see 
2 Pet. ii. 1; John i. 6-; Mk. i. 4. 

dev ywookopev...] whence we per- 
ceive... because this form of trial is 
connected with each critical conflict 
which comes before an end. A full 
manifestation of (good and) evil is the 
condition of a divine judgment, 

"Odev is found here only in the 
writings of St John. It is character- 
istic of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
(see ii. 17 note), but is not found in 
the Epistles of St Paul. 

19. €& np. €&.] ex nobis prodierunt 
(ewierunt) V., they went out from us 
they proceeded from our midst. They 
belonged at first to our outward com- 
munion and shared all our privi- 
leges. Till the moment of separation 
they were undistinguishable from the 
rest of the Christian society ; but they 
were not of us, they did not draw 
their life from our life (c. i. 3) and so 
form living members of the body. 
Comp. Heb. vi. 4 ff. 

The change in the position of éé 


jpov in the successive clauses varies - 


the emphasis: ‘From us, it is true, 
they went out, but they were not of 
us ; for if they had been of ws really...’ 
For civai ék see v. 16 note. 

The phrase é&edeiv €€ may describe 
either removal (Apoe. xviii. 4; John 
viii. 59) or origin (Apoe. ix. 3; xiv. 
13 ff; xix. 5, 21; John iv. 30). The 
correspondence with ovk j#oav €& rudy 
decides here in favour of the latter 
sense (comp. Acts xx. 30), though it 
necessarily leads to the other. This 
trait in the Antichrists indicates one 
ground of their influence, They pro- 
fessed to speak with the voice of the 
Christian Body, Acad ri dxd rév rod 
Kupiov padnrady oi dvrixpiotor; iy é- 


xXolev TO mioTOY Tois mAavapEvoLs Ko- 
pitew os amo Tov pabnTav ovTes.... 
(Theophlct.) 
el yap...| If they had in the truest 
sense shared our life, the life would 
have gone forward to its fruitful con- 
summation (wepevnxeroay av perman- 
sissent utique V.). The fact of separa- 
tion revealed the imperfection of their 
fellowship. The words will not admit 
of any theoretical deductions. The test 
of experience is laid down as final. 
Non audio quid sonet, Augustine 
says, sed video quid vivat. Opera 
loquuntur ; et verba requirimus ? 
Here, looking upon the manifest 
apostasy, St John denies the truth of 
the life; from another point of sight, 
in regard to the uncertain future, the 
life is presented as real, but liable to 
an abrupt close (John xv. 1 ff.). The. 
two views are perfectly harmonious. 
The end of life is fruitfulness. The life 
which is barren or worse than barren is 
not life and yet potentially it was life. 
Thus Augustine can say truly in 
reference to the actual Church: Si 
antequam exirent non erant ex nobis, 
multi. intus sunt, non exierunt, et 
tamen Antichristi sunt. And again: 
Sic sunt in corpore Christi quomodo 
humores mali. Compare also the 
striking language of Ignatius, ad 
Trall. 11 obrou ove eiot dureia Tar pos 
aN €yyova Katnpapéva, aca dé, n- 
aly 6 Kipwos, fureia iy ovk epurevcer b 
TaTHp pou 0 erroupavios expCwOnto. et 
yap joay rod marpos KNadou ovdk av joav 
€xOpol Tov oravpod rod Xpiorov dAda 
TOY amokrewayteov Tov Tis Sdéns KUpLOV. 
It may be added that ydp, for, is 
very rarely used in the Epistles; c. iv. 
20; Vv. 3; 2 John 11; 3 John 3, 7, 
As distinguished from 67, because, it 
will be seen that ydp expresses a 
reason or explanation alleged (sub- 
jective), while ér. marks a distinct 
fact (objective) which is itself an ade- 
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quate cause or explanation of that. 


with which it is connected. Comp. 
CVs, 43) JOhnI iM. 26st, 1O6—20 5 
My 23) fos TX 22 OCs 

pe? nudv] It might have been ex- 
pected that St John would have 
written ev jyiv, according to his cha- 
racteristic usage which is all but uni- 
versal in his Hpistles ; but the thought 
is not of absolute unity in one body 
but of personal fellowship one with 
another: John xiv. 16; Luke xxiv. 
2 


GAN’ fva...] but they went out (or 
this separation came to pass) that 
they may be made manifest (ut 
manifesti sint [manifestarentur] V.), 
that they all are not of us. For this 
ellipse see John i. 8 ; ix. 3; xiii. 18; xiv. 
31; xv.25. The departure of these 
false teachers after a temporary 
sojourn in the Christian society was 
brought about that they might beshewn 
in their true character, and so seen 
to be not of it. The last clause is 
rather irregular in form. The mavres 
is inserted as it were by an after- 
thought; ‘they went out that they 
may be made manifest that they are 
not, no not in any case, however fair 
their pretensions may be, of us.’ 

The separation of these teachers 
from the Christian Body was, with- 
out exception, a decisive proof that 
they did not belong truly to it. The 
clear revelation of their character was 
a divine provision for the avoidance 
- of further evil. By ‘going out’ they 
neutralised the influence which they 
would otherwise have exercised. Comp. 
1 Cor. xi. 19. 

When the zas is separated by the 
verb from the ov the negation accord- 
ing to the usageof the New Testament, 
is always universal (a//...not), and not 
partial (not all). Comp. 2. 21; ili. 15; 
Apoc. xxii. 3; Matt. xxiv. 22 (ov... 
mas); Luke i. 37 (ov...7as); Acts x. 
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14. Rom. iti. 20 (ov...mas); Gal. ii. 
16 (ov...0as); Eph. v. 5; and in de- 
pendent negations, John iii, 16 (was 
spi); Vi. 39 (was...pn); xii. 46 (2d.) 5 
I Cor. i. 29 (uy...0as); Eph. iv. 29 
(was...uy). Comp. Apoc. xxi. 27 (od 
pn-.-17as). 

On the other hand see Matt. vii. 21 ; 
Rom. ix. 6; 1 Cor. x. 23; Xv. 39 (ov 
mas). 

In the face of this usage it is im- 
possible to translate the words ‘that 
they may be made manifest them- 
selves, and that it may be made mani- 
fest in them that not all who are out- 
wardly united with the Church are of 
us, in true fellowship with Christ.’ 

For gavep. dtu ovk eiciv compare 
2 Cor. iii. 3 pavepovpevor ort earé. 

20. Even without this revelation 
in outward fact, the readers of the 
Epistle had the power of discerning 
the real character of ‘ Antichrists.’ 
‘Christians’ are themselves in a true 
sense ‘ Christs,’ anointed ones, conse- 
crated to God as ‘ prophets,’ ‘ priests,’ 
and ‘kings’ (1 Pet, ii. 5 (9); Apoe. i. 
6; v.10; xx. 6); and in virtue of that 
consecration endowed with corre- 
sponding blessings. So Severus (Cra- 
mer, Cat. in loc.) writes: xpurroi eiow 
odx of mpopfta: povov...ddn eaiperas 
kal mavtes of els Tov péyay Kal povoy 
kal dAnO4 Xpiorov Kal corjpa Ocov 
morevoartes...kar év TO Oeig...Bantio- 
pare cupBorikds TH pdp@ XpLopevot... 

kal vpeis...] sed (et) vos... V., and 
further you yourselves, in virtue of 
your position as contrasted with them, 
have an unction (comp. v. 27 xpiopa 
8 eddBere), from the Holy One. Comp. 
00. 24, 273 IV. 4. 

xpiopal unctionem V., (unguentum 
Hier.) an unction. The word, which 
expresses not the act of anointing, but 
that with which it is performed 
(‘anointing oil’ Ex. xxix.7; Xxx. 25; 
xl. 15 (LXx); comp. Dan. ix. 26), marks 
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the connexion of Christians with their 
Head. As He was ‘anointed’ for His 
office (Luke iv. 18 [Is. Ixi. 1]; Acts iv. 
27 [Ps. ii. 2]; x. 38; Heb. i. 9 [Ps. xlv. 
7])3 so too are they (2 Cor.i.21f.). The 
verb xpio (answering to MWD) in Lxx. 
is employed generally, though not ex- 
clusively, of the anointing of things 
for sacred use. In the New Testament 
it is found only in the places quoted 
above, and thus always of the impart- 
ment of a divine grace. 

Here the outward symbol of the 
Old Testament—the sacred oil—isused 
to signify the gift of the Spirit from 
the Holy One which is the character- 
istic endowment of Christians. This 
gift is referred to a definite time (z. 
27 0 edaBere); and the narrative of the 
Acts fixes this normally at the im- 
position of hands which followed on 
Baptism (Acts viii. 14 ff.). But the 
context shews that the word ypicua ig 
not to be understood of the material 
sign, but of the corresponding spiritual 
reality. There is not indeed any evi- 
dence to shew that, ‘the chrism’ was 
used at confirmation in the first age. 
Perhaps, as has been suggested, St 
John’s language here may have tend- 
ed to fix the custom, which represent- 
ed the communication of the divine 
grace in an outward rite. Tertullian 
speaks of the custom as habitual in 
his time: Egressi de lavacro perun- 
gimur benedicta unctione de _pris- 
tina disciplina, qua ungi oleo de 
cornu in sacerdotium solebant (de 
Bapt. 7). 

Unctio spiritualis ipse Spiritus Sanc- 
tus est cujus sacramentum est in unc- 
tione yisibili (Bede). 

This ‘unction,’ this gift of the Spirit, 
is said to come finally (dzé see c. i. 5, 
note) from the Holy One. The title 
is chosen with direct reference to the 
gift, for all hallowing flows from ‘the 


Holy One,’ but in itself it is ambigu- 
ous, and has been understood of God 
(the Father) and of Christ. In sup- 
port of the former view reference is 
made to 1 Cor. vi. 19; John xiv. 16; 
but 6 dyvos seems to be more naturally 
referred to Christ; Apoc. iii. 7; John 
vi. 69; Acts iii. 14; iv. 27, 30; and 
Christ Himself ‘sends’ the Paraclete 
(John xvi. 7). 

oidare mravres] ye all know, i.e. the 
Truth. If this reading be adopted 
the statement must be taken in close 
connexion with the clause which fol- 
lows : ‘ye all know—I have not written 
to you because ye do not know—the 
Truth. With oiSare rv ad. contrast 
2 John 2 of éyvaxores thy aX.' 

The common reading kal oiSare 
savra gives an explanation of the ac- 
tual force of ypicpa éxere: ‘ye have an 
unction, and, in virtue of that gift of 
the Holy Spirit, ye know all things; 
ye have potentially complete and cer- 
tain knowledge: no false teaching can 
deceive you if ye are faithful to your- 
selves.’ Comp. v.27; Jude 5; John 
RIV 205 XVie 13: 

See Additional Note. 

21, The object of the apostle in 
writing was not to communicate fresh 
knowledge, but to bring into active 
and decisive use the knowledge which 
his readers already possessed. For 
eypawva see vv. 14 note, 26. 

aN’ Ste...kal Stu...) sed quasi 
scientibus...et quoniam...(sed quia... 
guia) V., but because...and because... 
The 67 in the second clause appears 
to be coordinated with that in the 
first clause. St John gives two grounds 
for his writing : 

1. Because his readers know the 
truth. . 

2. Because no lie is of the truth. 

The first witnesses to the necessary 
sympathy between writer and readers: 
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the second explains the occasion of 
the particular warning. 

The second ér: can however also be 
translated ‘that’ thus defining a se- 
cond feature in Christian knowledge; 
‘ye know the truth and know that no 
lie is of the truth’ In this case the 
words indicate the practical conse- 
quences which follow from the revela- 
tion of the antichrists, 

According to both views the abso- 

' lute irreconcileableness of any false- 
hood with ‘the Truth’ is laid down as 
a clear rule for the protection of Chris- 
tians in the presence of seductive 
teachers. It was, on the other hand, 
the office of the Paraclete to guide 
oa ‘into all the Truth’ (John xvi. 
13): 

mav p....0vK éotiv] see v. 19 note. 

Wevdos] mendacium V. Error is 
regarded in its positive form as part 
of ‘the lie’ (ré Weddos) which is the 
opposite of ‘the Truth” Compare 
John viii. 44; 2 Thess. ii. 11; Rom. 
i. 253 Eph.-iv. 25. See also Apoe. 
RKL27, XX. 15. 

ek Ths ad. éotw] ©. iii. 19; John 
Xvili. 36. See v.16note. The source of 
falsehood is marked in John viii. 44. 


2. The essence and the power of 
the Truth (22—25). 


The mention of ‘lies’ in v. 21 leads 
directly to the question as to the 
essential character of him who main- 
tains them, and by contrast of him 
who holds the Truth (22, 23). Then 
follows the portraiture of the power 
of the Truth firmly held, which brings 
fellowship with God, even eternal life 
(24, 25). 

22. ris eorw...| Quis est mendax 
= Ve Who ts the lar...? The 
abrupt question (comp. ¢. v. 5) corre- 
sponds with a brief mental pause after 
v.21. ‘I have spoken of lies: what, 


nay rather, eho is their source? Who 
is the liar?’ The abruptness of we. 
22, f. is remarkable. Clause stands 
by clause in stern solemnity without 
any connecting particles. 

6 Wevorns| the liar, who offers in 
his own person the sum of all that is 
false; and not simply ‘a liar’ who is 
guilty of a particular sin. The denial 
of the fact ‘ Jesus is the Christ’ when 
grasped in its full significance—intel- 
lectual, moral, spiritual—includes all 
falsehood: it reduces all knowledge 
of necessity to a knowledge of phe- 
nomena: it takes away the highest 
ideal of sacrifice: it destroys the 
connexion of God and man. 

TU RELL AC avian Se COP aL aan 
2 Cor. ii. 2, &e. 

6 apvovpevos STt...0vK eotiw] that 
denieth.,.that... The insertion of the 
negative in the original (preserved in 
the Old Latin, gui negat quod Jesus 
non est Christus) gives a positive, 
aggressive, character to the negation. 
The adversary denies that Jesus is 


. the Christ when the claim is made; 


and on his own part he affirms that 
he is not. Comp. Luke xx. 27; Gal. 
v. 7; Heb. xii. 19. For the converse 
see John i. 20. 

The phrase by which St John de- 
scribes the master-falsehood as the 
‘denial that Jesus is the Christ,’ 
itself marks the progress of Christian 
thought. In the earliest stage of the 
Church the words, would have ex- 
pressed a denial of the Messiahship 
of Jesus from the Jewish point of 
view (Acts v. 42, ix. 22, xvii. 3, 
xviii. 28). They now answer to a 
later form of opinion. A common 
‘Gnostic’ theory was that ‘ the zeon 
Christ’ descended upon the man 
Jesus at His Baptism, and left Him 
before the Passion. Those who held 
such a doctrine denied that ‘ Jesus 
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was the Christ’; and in 80 denying, 


denied the union of the divine and° 


human in one Person. This heresy 
then St John signalises here, the 
direct contradiction to the funda- 
mental truth which he proclaimed, 
the Word became flesh. 

ovros] this liar, this maintainer of 
the central falsehood in regard to 
revelation, as to God and man, és the 
antichrist, even he that denieth the 
Father and the Son. The denial of 
the personal union of true manhood 
and true Godhead in Christ involves 
the denial of the essential relations 
of Fatherhood and Sonship in the 
Divine Nature. The conception of 
this relation in the immanent Trinity 
prepares the way for the fact of the 
Incarnation ; and conversely, the fact 
of the Incarnation gives reality to 
that moral conception of God as 
active Love without which Theism 
becomes a formula. 

0 dvrixpioros| The term expresses 
the embodiment of a principle, and 
is not to be confined to one person. 
The character of ‘the antichrist’ is 
described in the words which follow 
(even he thut...Son), which are not 
simply a resumption of otros. 

0 dpvovpevos +. 7.| To deny the 
Father is to refuse to acknowledge 
God as Father. Comp. Matt. x. 33; 
Acts iii: 13'f.; 2 Tim. ii..125 2. Pet: ii. 
1; Jude 4. 

tov marépa| The title the Father 
occurs in the Epistles of St John, as in 
the Gospel, in connexion with ‘the 
Soni (Gore2.2s eA las, avd 4s adh 
3, 9, and in relation to men (ii. 1, 14, 
15f., iii, 1; 2J. 4) in virtue of the 
revelation of Christ. It is used also 
in relation to ‘the Life’ (i. 2 note). 

The title always stands in the Epi- 
stles in its simple form. ‘His Father’ 
or ‘our Father, or ‘the Father in 


hearen’ do not occur. 

rov vidv] By the use of the absolute 
term the Son (comp. John v. 19 note), 
which occurs in the Epistle first here 
(comp. iv. 14, Vv. 12), St John brings out 
distinctly what is involved in the fact 
that the Christ and Jesus are person- 
ally one. There is no passage in the 
mind of the Apostle from one per- 
sonality to another, from the human 
to the divine, nor yet from the con- 
ception of ‘the man Christ Jesus’ to 
that of ‘the Word’: the thought of 
‘the Son’ includes both these con- 
ceptions in their ideal fulness. 

23. mas o apy. T. vi....| qui negat 
Filium nec Patrem habet V. The 
original is compressed: Kvery .one 
that denieth the Son hath not even 
the Father (ov8dé r. mr. @.), ie. he hath © 
not the Son, whom he rejects, nor yet 
the Father, whom he professes to 
regard. The translation quoted by 
Augustine completes the sentence: 
qui negat Filium nec Filium nee 
Patrem habet. 

The ‘denial of the Son’ expresses 
in another form that which has been 
more fully described before as ‘the 
denial of Jesus as the Christ.’ 

The denial of the Son involves the 
loss of the Father,not only because the 
ideas of sonship and fatherhood are 
correlative, but because the Son alone 
can reveal the Father (Matt. xi. 27; 
John xiv. 9), and it is, in other words, 
only in the Son that we have the 
revelation of God as Father. 

The ovdé retains its full force ‘has _ 
noé even the Father,’ though this re- 
sult may seem to be against expecta- 
tion, and contrary to the claim of the 
false teachers. Comp. John vy. 22, 
viii. 42; Gal. ii. 3; 1 Tim. vi. 7. 

For the use of ras 6 dpv. in place of 
the simple 6 dp». see ¢. ili. 3 note. 

ovde exet...€xer] hath not even... 
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hath... The second clause in each 
case is more than a simple repetition 
of the first. It is not said of him 
‘that denieth the Son’ that he denieth 
the Father also; but that he ‘hath 
not even the Father.’ Such a man 
might shrink from denying the Father 
in words, and even claim to do Him 
honour, but yet St John says ‘he hath 
not even the Father,’ as one who en- 
joys the certain possession of a living 
Friend. And conversely he ‘that con- 
fesseth the Son’ not only confesses 
the Father in an act of faith, but also 
lives in _conscious communion with 
Him. 

éxer] Comp. v. 12 ; 2 John 9. 

Augustine has an interesting dis- 
cussion on the application of the test 
to Catholics and Donatists. His con- 
clusion is: ‘Quisquis factis negat 
Christum Antichristus est, adding 
the words quoted on v.19. And Bede 
says of this confession: confessionem 
hic cordis vocis et operis inquirit qua- 
lem queerebat Paulus (1 Cor. xii. 3). 

6 oporoyay Tov viov| gut confite- 
tur Filium Y., he that confesseth the 
Son, he that openly acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
The constructions of cuodoyetv in N.T. 
arenumerous. The simplest are those 
with the injin. and with 67 which 
serve for the affirmation of a definite 
fact past, present or future (injin. 
c. iv, 2; Tit. i, 16; Matt. xiv. 7; dre 
c. iv. 15; John i. 20; Acts xxiv. 14; 
Heb. xi. 13). From the construction 
with the infin. that with the accus. 
follows, either a simple accus. Acts 
xxiii, 8 (comp. c. i, 9); or an accus. 
with a secondary predicate 2 John 7; 
John ix. 22, Here and ine. iv. 3 the 
predicate which gives the substance 
of the confession is supplied from the 


24 vueis NABC ve: vu.toov 5. 
axnkoare (bis) N. 


context. Elsewhere the verb is used 
absolutely: John xii. 42; with cogn. 
accus. I Tim. vi. 12; with the sub- 
stance of the confession added in the 
direct; Rom. x. 9 (Kupwos "Inoois). 
More remarkable is the construction 
with év Matt. x. 31 f.; Luke xii. 8, 
which suggests the idea of an ac- 
knowledged fellowship. 

To know the Son as Son is to have 
such knowledge as we can have at 
present of the Father (John xiv. 7 ff). 
Hence he that confesseth the Son 
hath the Father also as well as the 
Son whom he directly acknowledges. 

24f. The view of the true nature 
of the confession and denial of Christ 
is followed by a view of the power 
of the confession. The knowledge to 
which it witnesses carries with it 
eternal life. 

24. ‘Ypeis...]) As for you... The 
pronoun stands at the head of the 
sentence in contrast with the false 
teachers of whom the apostle has 
spoken (v. 22). For the irregular con- 
struction see v. 27; John Vi. 39, Vil. 
38; xiv. 12; xv. 2; Luke xxi. 6, &. 

The construction is broken, because 
the thought of St John is turned from 
that which the disciples had to do to 
that which was done for them. ‘As 
for you, do you keep’ is changed to 
‘As for you, let that abide in you.’ 
The final strength of the Christian 
lies not in his own effort, but in the 
Truth by which he is inspired. That 
is the power of life which he is charged 
not to hinder. Comp. John xy. 7. For 
the double divine fellowship, ‘God in 
us, we in God’, see iv. 15 note. 

& nKovcate...] that which ye 
heard...(v. 7). The first simple mes- 
sage of the Gospel apprehended in its 
unity (6 not a.; comp. John xiv. 23). 
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This ‘word’ taken into the heart be- 
comes a power fashioning the whole 
man (John viii. 31 f., xv. 7). 

év dyiv pevera] abide in you. The 
Gospel is described both as a medium 
in which the believer lives (John viii. 
31), and as a quickening spirit which 
dwells in him (Col. iii. 16; 2 John 2). 

& HK. ar apyis...0 am adpx. HK....] 
The change of order marks a change 
of emphasis. In the first clause the 
stress lies on the fact that the read- 
ers had received a divine message 
(ye heard): in the second, on the 
coincidence of that message in time 
with the origin of their faith. Comp. 
iii. 8 note. 

kal vpeis...| ye also...i.e. ‘then ye 
on your side...’ not ‘ye as well as 
others....’- The presence of the divine 
life carries with it of necessity the 
possession of divine fellowship. Thus 
one fact is correlative to the other 
(comp. i.3). This correlation is made 
clearer by the correspondence in the 
pronouns: ¢<ay cv vpiv...cal vpeis. 
Comp. iii. 24. 

For the use of cai to mark a cor- 
responding issue, see iv. 11. 

€v TO vid Kal ev r. 7.] The order, as 
contrasted with that in v. 22 (r. 7. Kat 
t. ui.) is significant. Here the thought 
is that of rising through the con- 
fession of the Son to the knowledge of 
the Father ; there the thought is of 
the issue of denial culminating in the 
denial of the Father. 

25: Kat adry eoriv...] and this is... 
The pronoun may refer either to that 
which precedes or to that which fol- 
lows. The promise may be that of 
abiding communion with the Father 
and the Son (John xvii. 21), which is 
explained by the words added in ap- 
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position ‘the life eternal’; or it may 
be simply ‘the life eternal.’ In either 
case ‘the life eternal’ consists in union 
with God by that knowledge which is 
sympathy (John xvii. 3), so that there 
is no real difference of sense in the 
two interpretations. The usage of 
St John in the Epistle is decidedly in 
favour of the second view (i. 5, ili. 23, 
v. II, 14), nor is there any sufficient 
reason for departing from it. 

érayyeria] repromissio V., pollt- 
citatio Aug. This is the only place 
where the word occurs in the writings 
of St John (not c. i. 5). Contrast 
erayyeApa ( promissum V.) 2 Pet. i. 4; 
iii . 
nv adros...| that He... He himself, 
Christ our Master. The nom. (avrés) 
is always emphatic: see 7. 2 note. 
There is not any special saying of the 
Lord recorded in which this promise 
is expressly contained (yet. comp. 
James i, 12; Apoc. ii. 10); but it was 
the whole aim and scope of His 
teaching to lead men to seek ‘life, 
And a divine charge is a divine 
promise. 

thy C tHv al.] Seec.i. 2note. For 
the attraction compare Phil. iii. 18. 
Winer, p. 665. 

3. Abiding in the Truth (ii. 26—29). 

The view which St John has given 
of the nature and power of the Truth 
is followed by a fresh application of 
the teaching to the readers of the 
Kpistle. An affirmation (yévere, indic., 
v. 27) leads to a command (névere, 
imper., v. 28). Thus the paragraph 
falls into two parts which deal (1) 
with the divine teaching as perma- 
nent and progressive (vv. 26 f.) and 
(2) with human effort directed to the 
future (v7. 28 f.). 
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26f. In the preceding verses (ev. 
24 f.) St John had appealed to the 
original apostolic message which his 
readers had received (6 jxovcure) in 
contrast with all false teaching. He 
now appeals to the inward voice of the 
Spirit whose first teaching (edidaev) 
and whose present teaching (Sedaoker) 
is one. 

26. tadra] these things, the clear 
unfolding of the true character and 
significance of the false teachers in 
relation to the church (vv. 18—25). 

zypaya] See v. 14 note. 

trav TAravavray| qui seducunt vos 
V., them that would lead you astray, 
who are actively engaged in the effort: 
c. iii. 7; Apoc. xiii. 14, xii. 9. 

St John has spoken of the false 
teachers under their spiritual aspect 
as ‘antichrists’; he now speaks of 
them under their outward aspect as 
leading men away from the fellowship 
of the Christian Society. 

27. Kat dpeis...] and as for you... 
The construction is like that in v. 24. 
The pronoun is set at the head of the 
sentence in order to bring out sharply 
the contrast between believers and 
their adversaries. 

7d xpicpa] v. 20 note. 

& eda. a. ad.] which ye received 
from Him ‘the Holy One’ (2. 20), even 
Christ (v. 25). The gift which before 
(v. 20) was simply described as a pos- 
session (xere) is now referred to its 
source. The personal relation to which 
it witnesses is a ground of confidence. 

édaB. dn a’.] The use of dro to 
mark the source in this connexion has 
been already touched on (¢. i. 5). The 
distinction of the ‘source’ (dé) and 
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the ‘giver’ (apd) is illustrated by 
the combination of the prepositions 
dé and rapa with different verbs: 
(1) AapBavery mapa John V. 41, 44; X. 
18; 2 John 4; Apoc. ii. 27; Mk. xii. 
2; Acts ii. 33; ili. 5; xvii. 9; xx..24; 
James i. 7; 2 Pet. i. 17. AapBavew 
amo 1 John iii. 22; 3 John 7; Matt. 
xvii. 25. 

(2) mapadapBavew mapa 1 Thess. ii, 
13; iv. 1; 2 Thess. iii.6; Gal. i. 12. 
rapadapBdavew ao 1 Cor. xi. 23. 

(3) @yew mapa Acts ix. 14. éyeuw 
dé ¢. ii. 20; iv. 21; 1 Tim. iii. 7. 
Zyew ex 1.Cor. vii. 7; 2 Cor. v. 1. 

For dkovew mapa, do see ¢. i. 5 note. 

péver| abideth. The apostle so writes 
as looking at the Divine side of the 
truth. The gifts of God are sure on 
His part. 

ov xpelav éy....] ye need not.... The 
outpouring of the Spirit, the charac- 
teristic of the last days (Jer. xxxi. 34; 
Joel ii. 28; Heb. viii. 11 ; Acts ii. 17 
ff£.), gave to each one who received it 
a sure criterion of truth. Christians 
needed not fresh teaching even from 
apostles, still less from those who 
professed to guide them into new 
‘depths.’ 

xp. ex: wva...] non necesse habetis 
ut V., non habetis necessitatem ut 
Aug. The same construction occurs in 
John ii. 25, xvi. 30. The phrase xpeiay 
Zyew is used absolutely in several 
places: Mk. ii. 25 ; Acts ii. 45, LVS 
1 Cor. xii. 24; Eph. iv. 28, as in this 
Epistle ¢. iii, 17.. This usage supplies 
a probable explanation of the con- 
struction: ‘Ye are not in need such 
that you require...’ 

add as...kal Kabds...€v atte] but 
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as His unction teacheth you...and 
even as.,.ye abide in Him. These 
words serve to establish the state- 
ment just made. ‘You need no one 
to teach you, but on the contrary you 
remain firm in that direct divine fel- 
lowship established by the teaching 
which you are continually receiving 
and which at first you received once 
for all. Impatience drives men to 
look without for the guidance which 
in due time will be recognised within. 
Such impatience is the opposite to 
the steadfastness of the Christian. 

But while so much is clear the con- 
struction of the clatse is uncertain. 
The second clause (and even as...in 
Him) may be either a resumption or 
rather a continuation of the first 
clause (as His...no lie), or a new and 
distinct clause. In the latter case the 
first apodosis will be in the words ‘so 
is tt true and no lie? This use of 
xai in the apodosis is however rare in 
St John; nor does there appear to be 
any special force in making the affir- 
mation of the perfect truth of the 
divine teaching a substantive con- 
clusion. It is therefore more natural 
to suppose that the sentence as origi- 
nally shaped (2, on the contrary, as 
His unction teacheth you concern- 
ing all things, ye abide in Him) was 
afterwards enlarged by the addition 
of the reflection ‘and tt is true and 
is no lie, which again led to the 
further statement that the present 
progressive teaching is essentially the 
same as the first teaching as His 
unction teacheth...and even as it 
taught you, ye abide in Him. 

The reading of B gives a plain and 
simple sense, but it is difficult to un- 
derstand how it could. have been 
altered if it had been the original 
reading. 

TO av. xp.| His unction, the unc- 
tion which ye: received from Christ. 


» 


Comp. John xvi. 7. 

The most unusual order 76 av. yp. 
(for 76 xp. av.) throws a strong empha- 
sis on the pronoun. Comp. 1 Thess. 
ii. 19 (contrast 1 Cor. xv. 23; 2 Cor. 
vii. 17); Rom. iii. 24 (in 2 Pet. iii. 7 
t@ avrov X. is probably a false read- 
ing) As might be expected this is 
the normal order with éxeivos: John 
v.47; 2 Pet. i. 16; 2 Cor. viii. 9, 14; 
2 Vim! i263 Lit aut. 7. 

6.0. v. mw. 1.] teacheth you of all 
things. The application and inter- 
pretation of the truth is continuous. 
The Spirit of Truth sent in Christ’s 
name (John xiv. 26), sent, that is, to 
make the meaning of the Incarnation 
fully known, is ever bringing out 
something more of the infinite mean- 
ing of His Person and Work, in con- 
nexion with the new results of thought 
and observation (epi ravrev). Comp. 
John xvi. 13 f. 

kal addnOés éoriv] and it ts true:... 
The ‘unction,’ the gift of the Spirit, 
is now identified with the results:of 
the gift. The Spirit is the Spirit of 
Truth (John xiv. 17); and its teaching 
is true, and admits no element of 
falsehood (v. 21). 

ovk & Wetdos}] non est mendacium 
V., is no lie. By the use of Weddos 
(not Wevdés) St John implies that the 
false teachers practically represented 
the Gospel as ‘a lie’ in its concrete 
form, and not simply as ‘false’ (comp. 
v. 21 note), 

The combination of the positive and 
negative is characteristic of St John: 
i. 5 note. 

kat kadds édidakev...] and even as it 
taught.... The first teaching contained 
implicitly all that is slowly brought to 
light in later times (comp. ii. 7). The 
believer abides in Christ as the Spirit 
makes Him known, and even as it 
made Him known in the simple Gospel 
‘Jesus is the Christ” This clause ex- 
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cludes all ‘developments’ of teaching 
which cannot be shewn to exist in 
germ in the original message; and 
at the same time leaves no room for 
the inventions of fanaticism. That 
which was taught first is the absolute 
standard. 

The use of xadas marks this idea of 
a definite and fixed standard: zz. 6, 
RO ily 2.03.7, 12, Oc. 

pevete ev aire] ye abide in Him, 
i.e. Christ. The verb may be indi- 
cative or imperative (as in 2. 28, so 
Vulg. manete in eo), but the pa- 
rallelism with pévec (abideth) is de- 
cisive in favour of the indicative. In 
this verse St John assumes the ful- 
tilment of the conditions which he 
presses upon his readers in v. 28, 

For the general thought compare 
John vi. 56, xv. 4 ff. Elsewhere the 
Christian is said to ‘abide in God’: 
iii. 24, iv. 12 ff. So in wv. 28 f. ‘Christ’ 
and ‘God’ are treated as interchange- 
able. 

At first sight it might appear most 
natural to take év av’ré of the ‘teach- 
ing of the Spirit’ (ypicua) as is done 
by the Latin translation used by 
Augustine (permanete in ipsa sc. 
unctione) according to John viii. 31; 
but the personal reference cannot be 
questioned in 2. 28, and that must de- 
cide the interpretation here. Christ— 
God. in Christ—is the subject con- 
stantly present to the mind of the 
Apostle. 

Augustine contrasts finely the hu- 
man and divine teachers: Sonus ver- 
borum nostrorum aures_percutit, 
magister intus est. Nolite putare 
quemquam hominem aliquid discere 
ab homine. Admonere possumus per 
strepitum vocis nostree ; si non sit in- 
tus qui doceat inanis fit strepitus 
noster.... Magisteria forinsecus ad- 
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jutoria queedam sunt et admonitiones. 
Cathedram in ceelo habet qui corda 
docet. 

28, f. St John turns from the ideal 
view of the believer to the practical 
enforcement of duty: ‘I have said 
that God’s gift is unchangeable ; and 
that the Christian continues living in 
that which he received, and so abides 
in his Lord; and now, in the face of 
your enemies, realise your life: do 
you abide in Him, and prove your fel- 
lowship by your action,’ 

The verses serve also to prepare 
the way for the next section, intro- 
ducing ideas which are afterwards de- 
veloped (havepoto at, rappnolav éyew, 
Tovey thy Otk., yeyevvioOa. €€ avrod). 

28. kal vov...] And now... For this 
connexion see John xvii. 5; 2 John 
5; Acts iii. 17, x. 5, xiii, 11, xx. 25, 
XX LO: 

rexvia] filioli V., my litile children. 
The tenderness of the address (rexvia) 
commends the charge. 

ev ait] in Him, i.e. in Christ, v. 27. 

eav avepobn| cum apparuerit V., 
cum manifestatus fuerit Aug., if he 
shall be manifested, ¢. iii. 2, The hy- 
pothetic form does not throw doubt 
upon the fact in itself (see v. 29), but 
marks the uncertainty of the circum- 
stances under which the fact will be 
realised: the manifestation might be 
while they all still lived. Comp. John 
xxi. 22f; c. iv. 17 €v TH nu. THs Kpl- 
OE@s. 

The same word davepwOjva is used 
for the first manifestation of the Lord 
in the flesh (¢. i. 2, iii. 5, 8; 1 Tim. iii, 
16; 1 Pet. 1. 20); and for that mani- 
festation which is still looked for (ce. 
qi 2 Col ii, As 1 Petgye4) eels 
used also for the manifestations of the 
Risen Lord ((Mark] xvi. 12,14; John 
xxi. 14 (1) ), and for His ‘manifesta- 
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tion to Israel’ (John i, 31: comp. vii. 


# It is worthy of notice that St John 
nowhere uses dmoxadi’mrecOar of the 
revelation of Christ. 

oxaGpev trapp.| we may... St John 
again identifies himself with his 
children: comp. v7. 1. All form one 
body. It is possible to understand 
the words as referring to the A postle’s 
joy in the crown of his work (comp. 
1 Thess. ii. 19f.; Phil. iv. 1). The 
parallel with 1 Thess. ii. 19 f. is cer- 
tainly close; but it seems to be more 
natural to suppose that the apostle 
made himself one with those who 
shared his life, and the absence of 
the personal pronoun seenis to exclude 
the notion of any contrast between 
him and them. 

The use of exew mwappnoiay (ec. iii. 
2%, ive 17, Vs 145 comp, Heb; iii. 6, 
x. 19; Phil. 8) in connexion with the 
manifestation of Christ suggests St 
Paul’s thought of the judgment-seat 
of Christ (2 Cor. v. 10) or of God 
(Rom. xiv. 10), where man must 
‘render account’ (Rom. xiy. 12) of his 
life. The idea of open, unreserved 
utterance is never lost. See John vii, 
4 note. 


py aicxvvOdpev am avrod| non con- - 


Sfundamur ab eo V., not shrink with 
shame from him, ‘as a guilty thing 
surprised.” The same thought of 
separation is found more plainly ex- 
pressed 2 Thess. i. 9. The construc- 
tion aicytverOa do is used in the 
same sense in the LXX: Is. i, 29; 
Jer. ii. 36, xii. 13 (1) 13); Heclus. 
MX 22 eK ey als 

mapovoia] adventu V., - presence 
(coming). The word does not occur 
elsewhere in St John’s writings. Its 


single occurrence here, where it might 
easily have been omitted, in exactly 
the. same sense as it bears in all the 
other groups of apostolic writings 
(Matt., James, 2 Peter, 1, 2 Thess., 1 
Cor.) isa signal example of the danger 
of drawing conclusions from the nega- 
tive phenomena of the books of the 
New Testament. The fact is the more 
worthy of notice as the subject of 
eschatology falls into the background 
in the Gospel and Epistles of St John. 
Comp. John xxi. 22. 

It may be added that St John does 
not use the Pauline word émddvew 
(2 Thess:, 1, 2 Tim., Tit.). 

29. €av cidjre...ywookere...] si scitis © 
...scitote (Vig. Taps. scitis)... V. If 
ye know...perceive.... Knowledge 
which is absolute («id#re) becomes the 
basis of knowledge which is realised 
in observation (yweckere). Comp. 
John ii. 24 note. The distinction is 
lost in the Latin. 

The second verb (yuwdckere) may be 
either indicative or imperative. Both 
renderings are found in early Latin 
authorities. In favour of the im- 
perative it is urged that it stands be- 
tween two imperatives (yévere, and 
iii. 1. iSere). On the other hand it is 
said that v. 29 contains a general 
reason for the command in 2, 28, 
‘Abide in Him in fruitful well-doing, 
for the first article of your faith teaches 
you that right action is the sign of a 
divine birth.’ 

A decision is difficult; but upon 
the whole the general structure of vz. 
28 f. favours the imperative. it seems 
to be more in accordance with the 
context that St John should here 
charge his readers to apply. practi- 
cally the truth which they had in- 
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wardly mastered, than that he should 
appeal to them as having done thus. 

The use of ¢ay with the subj. (éav 
idjre), When there is no intention of 
questioning the fact or treating it as 
uncertain, often serves to turn the 
thoughts of the hearer or reader upon 
it in the way of self-interrogation ; 
‘if, as I assume to be the case, as you 
profess, as by silent inquiry you can 
assure yourselves...’. Comp. ¢. iv. 12 
(v. 15); John xiv, 15. 

Sixavos...e& av. yeyevv.] He is right- 
cous...born of Him.... Great difficulty 
has been felt in determining whether 
the pronoun refers to ‘God’ or to 
‘Christ.’ There can be no doubt that 
Christ is the subject in v. 28 (abide in 
Fim...at His presence). It is there- 
fore most natural to suppose that He 
is the subject in this verse also, unless 
the context makes such an interpre- 
tation impossible. This probability is 
strengthened by the fact that no per- 
sonal pronoun is introduced in v. 29. 
And there is a further presumption 
that the same subject is continued 
from the fact that in iii. 1 a new sub- 
ject is distinctly named (the Father). 
The application of the epithet ‘right- 
eous’ to Christ is supported by 
v.1. But it is argued on the other 
side that the Christian cannot be said 
‘to be born of Christ. It is certainly 
true that the exact phrase does not 
occur elsewhere, while ‘ to be born of 
God’ (who is called ‘righteous’ ce. i. 
9) is a characteristic phrase of St John 
(yep. €x Ocod John i. 13, yery. ex rod 
Ged ¢. iii. 9; iv. 7; Vv. 1, 4, 18). But this 
argument does not seem to be con- 
clusive. Christians are said equally 
to ‘abide in God’ and to ‘abide in 
Christ’ (v. 27). They are also said to 
be ‘born of the spirit’ (John iii. 6,8). 
The word of Christ is in them as a 
quickening power (comp. 1 Pet. i. 23; 
James i. 18). There is then nothing 
against the tenour of Scripture in say- 
ing that Christians are ‘born of 
Christ,’ who is ‘God only-begotten’ 
(John i. 18). 
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The true solution of the difficulty 
seems to be that when St John thinks 
of God in relation to men he never 
thinks of Him apart from Christ 
(comp. ¢. v. 20). And again he never 
thinks of Christ in His human _na- 
ture without adding the thought of 
His divine nature. Thus a rapid 
transition is possible from the one 
aspect of the Lord’s divine-human 
Person to the other. Here the pas- 
sage is from ‘Christ’ to ‘God’ (éay 
avepobn, ev TH Tapovoia avrod, di- 
katos eoruy, €€ avTov yeyéevynrat) ; and 
conversely in iii, 1—4 the passage is 
from ‘God’ to * Christ’ (réxva Geo, 
ovK éyv@ avtov, éav havepwO7, dporor 
ait éodpeOa, Kabds exeivos), yet 
without any change of Person. 

This appears to be the view of 
Augustine who writes: ex ipso natus 
est, ex Deo, ex Christo. Bede writes 
simply ‘id est, ex Christo.” 

dixaos| righteous. The epithet is 
used of Christ ii. 1; iii. 7, Comp. 
Acts iti. 14, vil. 52, xxii. 14; and of 
God (the Father) c. i. 9 (see note); 
John xvii. 25; Apoc. xvi. 5. 

Ore was...yeyevynta| that every 
oné...ts begotten of him. The pre- 
sence of righteous action is the sure 
sign of the reality of the divine birth. 
We are often tempted, according to 
our imperfect standards of judgment, 
to exclude some (comp. v. 23 mas 6 
dpy. note), but the divine law admits 
no exception. It must be further ob- 
served that righteousness is not the 
condition but the consequence of Son- 
ship. God is the one source of right- 
eousness. Apart from God in Christ 
there is no righteousness. It follows 
therefore that the presence of active 
righteousness is the sign of the divine 
Sonship, and the sign of that abiding 
power of Sonship which brings final 
confidence. Other tests of Sonship 
are offered in the Epistle : ‘love’ (iv. 
7) and belief ‘that Jesus is the 
Christ’ (v. 1). Each one, it will be 
found, includes the others. See vy. 1 
note. 
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The apostle’s argument might have 
appeared more direct if the clauses 
had been inverted : ‘know (take note 
of the fact) that every one that is born 
of God doeth righteousness.’ But the 
present order includes a promise, and 
leaves the power of Sonship in its 
amplitude. The outwardly witnessed 
fact of righteousness points to the 
reality of a relation which includes 
blessings not yet fully grasped. 

6 roy thy dix.] qui facit justi- 
tiam V., who doth righteousness, who 
realises in action little by little the 
righteousness which corresponds with 
the Divine Nature. The tense (so.dr) 
is full of meaning, as Theophylact ob- 
serves: émurnjavréov bru ovK etme Ilas 
6 tromoas Sixkaocvyny, } “O momjowy 


add ‘O rudy. mpaxtixal yop [ai] dpe- 


[II. 29 


rai kai é€v TO yiverOar €xovar TO eivat" 
mavoduevar d€ 4} péddovoar ovde Td 
eivae €xovar. See c. iii. note. 

Bede thus marks the beginning and 
the end of this realisation of right- 
eousness : Ccepisti non defendere pec- 
catum tuum, jam inchoasti justitiam. 
Perficiatur autem in te quando te 
nihil aliud facere delectabit. 

Compare also zoveiy thy aAnOevay 
c. i. 6 note. 

e& avrod yeyévvnta] ex ipso natus 
est V., is begotten of Him. Comp. 
c. iii. 9 note. The phrase occurs here 
first in the Epistle. The order em- 
phasises the fact that such a one has 
God for his Father, and not that he 
has a new life. Compare iii. 9 0; iv. 
7; v.13 Johni. 13. 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN. oF 


Additional Note on ii. me 


The word itacpés occurs in the N. T. only here and in a parallel passage Use of _ 
iv. 10, iNaoués in 
In the xx. it is found with the corresponding éf:Aacpuds more frequently, es oe 
where one or other of the two words is the usual representative of DMD: 
Ley. xxv. 9 7 7n<pa Tod thaopod. 
— Xxiil. 27 f. j uépa roo eftAMac pod. 
Num. vy. 8 6 xpids rod iNacpod Ov’ ob e&iAdoerau, 
— _ XxixX. II 16 wep} Tis auaptias Tis eidoews. 
Exod. xxix. 36 1 Epa TOD KaOapiopod. 
Vat. A. 3. ©. e&ihacpod. 


XXX. 10 do Tov aipatos Tot Kabapiopod. 


Vat. A. é&Aacpod. 
The two words used also for NSOn: 
xlv. 19 Arjberat dd Tod aipatos Tod €&tAacpod. 
Xliv. 27 rpocoicovaw ihacpov. 
Comp. Ezek. xliii, 23 (Amos viii. 14 is a false rendering of TDW), 


2 Mace. iii. 33 rotoupevov rod apxtépews Tov ikacpdy (the sacrifice offered 
for the recovery of Heliodorus). 

2 Mace. xii. 45 epi rép TreOvnxotay roy e&iAacpov éroujcaro THS apwaptias 
amo\vOfvat. 


In Ps, exxix. (exxx.) 4 and Dan. ix. 9 ihacpds (-o/) is used to translate 
nN2D, 

The words are always used absolutely without any addition to mark the 
person to or for whom, or the offence for which the propitiation is offered. 

In Keclus. xviii. 12 érAnOuve (kvpwos) Tov e&iXacpdv adrod the sense is that 
of Ps. cxxix. 4 ‘mercifulness, Comp. c. xvi. 11 e&tAac pol. 


The corresponding verb iddcoxopa: is found twice in the N. T.: Use of 

(1) With the dat. of person sinning, ido Kops. 
Luke xviii. 13 Ado Oni wo 7G duapToro. 

(2) With the accus. of the sin, 
Heb. ii. 17 fs 75 iAdoxecbar ras duaprias Tod aod. 

‘TAdoxoyat is comparatively rare in the txx. It occurs as a translation 

of 153: 

(1) With accus. of the sin, 
Ps, Ixiv. 3 thdon ras doeBeias. 

(2) With dat. of the sin, 


Ps, Ixxvii. 38 ikdoeras rats duaprias. 
— xxviii. 38 AdoOnri rais dy. 
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It occurs also as a translation of nbp for which tAews efvae is commonly 
used : = 
(1) With the dat. of person, 
4 (2) K. V. 18 Aadoerat [iiacOjoera] re Sovrg. 
(2) With the dat. of the sin, 
Ps, xxiv. 12 Ado On 7H apapria. 
(3) Absolutely, 
Lam, ili, 42 ovy thao Ons. 
Dan. ix. 19 thao Onrt. 
éfiddo- The compound é&:AdoKouat, which is the usual representative of 155, 
OMA. is more common. This is found 
(1) With the accusative 
(a) of the object cleansed: 
Ezek. xliii. 26 75 Ovovacripior. 
— xlv. 1876 aytov, 
— xlv. 20 rop ofkov. 
— xiii. 20, 22 75 Ovovaarypiov (19M) 
(0) and specially of sin, 
Dan. ix. 24 rod é&iAdoacbar adixias. 
Eeclas. iii. 30 dpaprias. 
Comp. Ps. Ixiv. 4. 
In this case the subject (he who expiates, atones, cleanses) may be either 
(a) God 
Keclus. v. 6 rA9O0s duapridy. 
— xxxi, (xxxiv.) 23 odd ey mAjder Ovary e€iddoxerae 
dpaprias, 
or 
(0) the human agent, 
Eeclus. ili, 3 6 riwdv marépa eéikacerae dpaprias. 
— Xxx. 28, xxviii. 5. 
So also the word is found in the passive, 
1 Sam. fii. 14 ef €€:AacOyoerar 7 ddixia...éx Ovoias (1B2N}). 
Comp. Deut. xxi. 8 é£:AacOjoerat adrois 7d aiua, 
(2) With zepi gen. 
(a) of the sin: 
Ex, xxxii, 30, &c. 
or 
(b) of the person sinning, 
Lev. i. 4. 
— iy. 20, &e. 
Comp. Ecclus. xvi. 7 ov« e&hacaro mepi rév dpyaiwy yrydvrov. 
So also with vép, 
Ezek. xly. 17. 
The word is also used absolutely, 
Lev. xvi. 17. Comp. Lam. iii. 42; Dan. ix. 19, 
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(3) Passive with dro, 
Num, xxxv. 33 ov« efiAacjoerat } yh dd Tov atyaros. 
(4) The accusative of the person ‘propitiated’ is found only, 
Gen. xxxii. 20 (193) efiAdcopat rd mpdcwmov adrod év Tots 
dépors (for év comp. Levit. vi. 37; 1 Sam. iii. 14). 
Zech, vii. 2 (nbn) e&tAacac Gat Tov Kvptoy. 


Comp. Clem. ad Cor. i. 7 of dé (the Ninevites) peravonaavres emt trois 
apaptnpacty €EiAdcavto Tov Oedv ixetevoartes. 


These constructions stand on remarkable contrast with the Classical Contrast 
usage in which the accus. of the person propitiated.is the normal construc- of Biblical 
tion from Homer downwards; a usage which prevails in patristic writers. oe ned 

They shew that the scriptural conception of idoxerOa is not that of ysage. 

appeasing one who is angry, with a personal fecling, against the offender ; 
but of altering the character of that which from without occasions a neces- 
sary alienation, and interposes an inevitable obstacle to fellowship. Such 
phrases as ‘propitiating God’ and God ‘being reconciled’ are foreign to the 
language of the N. T. Man is reconciled (2 Cor. v. 18 ff.; Rom. v. rof.). 
There is a ‘propitiation’ in the matter of the sin or of the sinner. The 
love of God is the same throughout; but He ‘cannot’ in virtue of His very 
Nature welcome the impenitent and sinful: and more than this, He ‘can- 
not’ treat sin as if it were not sin. 

This being so, the ihacyuds, when it is applied to the sinner, so to 
speak, neutralises the sin. In this respect the idea of the eflicacy of 
Christ’s propitiation corresponds with one aspect of the Pauline phrase 
‘in Christ.’ The believer being united with Christ enjoys the quickening, 
purifying, action of Christ’s ‘Blood, of the virtue of His Life and Death, 
of His Life made available for men through Death. 

Compare additional note on i. 9. 


Additional Note on ii. 9. 


St John assumes that the actual state of man and of the world is known 
by experience, from what we see about us and from history and from con- 
sciousness. 

Naturally ‘darkness’ (comp. c. i. 5, note) is the sphere in which man Man by 
abides (John xii. 46; 1 John ii. 9 ews dprz) until it is dispelled. (Comp. acs an 
John viii. 12; 1 Pet. ii, 9; Eph. vi. 12; Col. i. 13.) Under one aspect this a Ae 
darkness has wrought its work, and the crisis is past (¢. ii. 11, érupAocer, 
note). Under another aspect there are times when the darkness falls 
afresh over men with a thicker gloom (John xii. 35, iva py ox. v. karadaBy). 

Viewed from a different point of sight this darkness is death (John v. 24). 

This present state of man is due to a mysterious interruption of the This state 
Divine plan which is noticed abruptly (John i. 5) and came from another due ve eX- 
order (c. iii. 8). It is not due to a physical or metaphysical necessity, and is ries 
foreign to the essence of man. As thecreature of God man was made good ; 
not absolutely but relatively. Sin has disturbed his normal development 
(c. iii 4). Nothing however is said by St John of the Fall; nor does he 
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mention Adam (yet comp. Apoc. xii. 9 ff. ; xx. 2 6 dus 6 dpyatos). The sin 
of Cain, the manifestation of sin in the realm of human life, and not the 
sin of Adam, is treated as the archetypal sin (c. ii. 12). 

Man failed As a necessary consequence of his state, man failed of himself to gain 

to see God. a knowledge of God in the way of nature (John i. 10; comp. iii. 3), though 
he was not left unvisited (John i. 4, 9). 

The mis- Under these circumstances God sent His Son to save the world, giving 

sion of the in this the measure of His love (John iii. 16 f.; ¢ iv. 10). But the coming 

Sonof God of Christ was in effect a judgment, shewing to men what they had become 

revealed c vee re ? 

manto (John ix. 39; comp. Apoc. iii. 17 ff.; Luke ii. 34 f.). For they were not 

himself. without the power of recognising this divine revelation (John xv. 22, 24; 
v. 36). The will to recognise God and not the capacity was wanting (John 
v.40; vii. 17; viii. 44; xii. 48 %yee rov kpivovta; comp. iii. 18; vi. 67; 
ix. 41), The manifestation of love called out, as a necessary consequence, 
the opposition of selfishness, hatred (John iii. 19 f.; vii. 7; xv. 18 Pao setae 
Xvii. 14; comp. ¢ ii. 9, 11; iii. 10, 15; iv. 20). But this hatred was in 
despite of man’s real nature. It is true still that if he violates moral law 
he ‘lies,’ and ‘deceives himself? (c. i. 6,8 ; ii. 4, 22; iv. 20), . 

Theactual These several traits combine to give a striking view of the grandeur 

stateof and. powerlessness of man (‘un roseau pensant’). He is made for God: he 

ae o is unable of himself to attain to God: God claims his concurrence with the 

contrasts. activity of Divine love. And it is most worthy of notice that St John 
simply declares the antithetic facts in their simple solemnity. He shews 


no desire to resolve the discords which he accentuates. He leaves them: 


for a state of fuller knowledge and larger life, 

Man is in darkness and death (John v. 24; ¢. iii. 14). On the other 
side the true Light shineth (John i. 5 ; xii. 36; ¢. ii. 8); and Christ offers 
“His flesh for the life of the world’ (John vi. 51). 

The world ‘lieth in the Evil One’ (¢ vy. 19). On the other side ‘ the 
Prince of the world’ is judged and cast out (John xii. 31 ; xvi. 11 5 comp. 
xiii. 40 3 C. V.4 7) vikn 7} vuxnoaca). There isa human will which is responsible 
and therefore in that sense ‘free’ (John v. 40; iii. 19 ff.; vii. 17). On the 
other side there is a Divine will which we cannot conceive to be finally 
ineffective (vi. 44 ff, 65; v. 21). 

In the opening of the Gospel, John i. 12 f., these contrasts find a con- 
current affirmation. On the one side the human element is seen in €aBov, 
murevovow, yevéoda. On the other side the Divine element is seen in 
eyerrnOnoav, eaxev eovoiar, téxva Geo. Comp. John vi. 27 & (epyacer be, 
ddcret). e 

The wide The same clear assertion of truths which appear to be in opposition 

apeeas of extends to other parts of the region of Divine and human relations. There 

contrasie: (een absolute message (John xii. 48) ; and yet concessions are made that 
men may embrace it more readily (John v. 34; comp. viii. 17). Thereis a 
group whom Christ speaks of as His own (John x. 27, 4); and yet He 
appeals generally to all, for the image of thirst expresses a universal want 
which Christ alone can satisfy (John vii. 27). A new birth is necessary for 
the perception of the Divine Kingdom and entrance into it (John iii. 3 ff); 
and yet there are, as still without it, those who ‘are of the truth’ (John 
XViii. 37), who ‘do the truth’ (iii. 21), who are ‘children of God’ (xii 52). 
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In part we can see perhaps where the reconciliation of these statements 
can be found. In part they finally go back to the fundamental antithesis 
of the finite and infinite before which our present powers fail. The teaching 
of St John helps us to see that it is enough that we hold the fulness of the 
truth as it is presented to us in fragments. 


Additional Note on ii. 13. 


St John speaks comparatively little of subordinate spiritual powers in Few refer- 
his Gospel and Epistles. The ministry of angels is essential to the whole &n¢es to 
structure of the Apocalypse, which contains also. characteristic references ee ane on 
to ‘the Serpent, ‘the ancient Serpent,’ ‘the dragon’ (sii. 3 ff.; xiii. 2 ff. ; of pood 
Xvi. 13; xx. 2), ‘who is called the Devil and Satan’ (xii. 9) ; compare also and evil in 
ix. 20 (ra Saydma); xvi. 14 (rv. Saoviav). But into these notices we do St John. 
not now inquire. 

The only references to angels in the Gospel are in i. 52; xx. 12 (v. (3) 

4, embodies an early tradition, but is no part of the original text). They 
have no place in the Epistles. In the Gospel ‘demons’ are only spoken of 
by the Jews or in direct reference to their words (vii. 20; viii. 48 ff. ; x. 20 
f.). In the first epistle ‘spirits’ of antichrist are described as influencing 
men (c. iv. 2 ff. note, 6). 

But the notices of the representative power of evil are of great im- The Evil 
portance. He is spoken of as ‘the Devil’ (6 duaBodos John viii. 44 ; xiii, 2; One. 
¢. iii. 8, 10), the false accuser (John vi. 70 note) ; ‘Satan’ (6 Saravas John 
xiii. 27), the adversary (comp. o karnywp ; Apoc. xii. 10); ‘the evil one’ 

(6 movnpos XVii. 15, note; ¢c.ii.13 f.; iti 12; v.18 f.); ‘the ruler of this (the) 
world’ (6 dpx@v rod Koopov rovrou John xii. 31 ; XVi. 11; 6 rou kK. Gpx. John 
Xiv. 30). 

Of his origin nothing is specially said. But enough is laid down to A fallen 
exclude the notion of two coordinate or absolute or original beings, good P&S 
and evil. He was originally good, but ‘he stood not (John Viii. 44 ovk 
éornxev, note) in the truth.’ This is all that we are concerned to know. 

For the rest he appears ‘from the beginning’ on the scene of human 
activity (c. iii. 8). Thus he stands in opposition to the Word (c. i. 1), and 
finally to the Incarnate Son (¢. iii. 8 note; John v. 18 f. ; xiv. 30 f.). 

In this respect he is directly at variance with Christ in His essential The anta- 
character. Christ is ‘ the truth’ (John xiv. 6): the devil is a liar (John viii. gon eum 
44; comp. ¢. ii, 22). Christ is ‘the life’ (John xiv. 6): the devil is a : 
murderer (John viii. 44; comp. ¢. iii. 15). In each case a personal an- 
tagonist is set’over against the absolute idea. In relation to the reality 
of things, and in relation to human fellowship: in the regions of thought, 
feeling, action ; the devil conflicts with the Son of God. ; 

For the present, as the title ‘the ruler of this world’ implies, the devil Hie Dies 
exercises a wide influence over men (c. iii. 8 ff. ; John viii. 44 ; xiii. 2, 27). aor aa 2 
They may become his ‘sons,’ his ‘children’ (e. iii. 10 note) ; they may be ‘of men. 
him’ (c. iii. 8). But they are never said to be ‘born of him,’ as they are 
born of God (ce. ii. 29 &c.). And in relation to the work of Christ he is Already 
already finally defeated (John xvi. 11; xii. 31; xiv. 30; ¢. v. 4,18). It coe 
remains to secure the fruits of the victory. ’ 
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Additional Note on ii. 17. 


The main conception of creation which is present in the writings of St 
John is expressed by the first notice which he makes of it: ‘all things came 
into being (éyévero) through [the Word]’ (John i. 3). This statement sets 
aside the notions of eternal matter and of inherent evil in matter. ‘There 
was when’ the world ‘was not’ (John xvii. 5, 24) ; and, by implication, all 
things as made were good. The agency of the Word ‘who was God’ again 
excludes both the Gnostic idea of a Demiurge, a Creator essentially inferior 
to God ; and the idea of an abstract Monotheism, in which there is no living 
relation between the creature and the Creator ; for as all things come into 
being ‘through’ the Word, so they are supported ‘in’ Him (John i. 3 6 yey. 
€v avté (on nv note; comp. Col. i. 16 f.; Heb. i. 3). And yet more the 
use- of the term éyévero, ‘came into being,’ as distinguished from éxricdy 
‘were created,’ suggests the thought that Creation is to be regarded 
(according to our apprehension) as a manifestation of a Divine law of love. 
Thus Creation (ravra éyévero dv avrod) answers to the Incarnation (0 Adyos 
oap€ éyévero). All the unfolding and infolding of finite being to the last 
issue lies in the fulfilment of His will Who is love. 

The irruption of darkness, however, has hindered the normal progress of 
the counsel of God, This is obvious in ‘the world’ which falls within the ° 
range of man’s observation. But in spite of the violation of the Divine 
order by man there is still a fulfilment of the counsel of God in the world. 
This is seen most distinctly in the record of the Lord’s work. In the 
accomplishment of this there is a Divine necessity, a ‘must’ and a ‘ cannot’ 
in the very nature of things ; and also a Divine sequence in the unfolding 
of its parts. 

_ This Divine ‘must’ (Sci) extends to the relation of the Forerunner to 
Christ (iii. 30); to the fulfilment of the work of God during an allotted 
time (ix. 4); to the Passion and Exaltation (iii. 14; xii. 34) ; to the Rising 
again (xx. 9); to the execution of a wider office (x. 16) (comp. Apoc. i. I ; 
iy. 15. xxii 5. xvii. To5° xx, ‘9), 

On the other hand there is also a ‘cannot, a moral, and not an 
external or arbitrary, impossibility in life. This defines, while it does 
not limit, the action of the Son: v. 19, 30 (comp. Mark vi. 5). And so also it 
fixes the conditions of discipleship (iii. 53 Vi. 44, 65; vii. 34, 363 viii. 21 firs 
comp. xiii. 33, 36); of understanding (iii. 3; viii. 43 f.; xiv. 17); of faith 
(xii. 39; comp. y. 44); of fruitfulness (xv. 4 f.); of progress (xvi. 12); of 
character (1 John iii. 9). 

These terms (‘must,’ ‘cannot’) lay open the conditions (so to speak) of 
the Lord’s life. The Divine sequence in the course of its events is no less 
distinctly marked by the term ‘hour.’ ‘The crises of the manifestations of 
the Lord are absolutely fixed in time (ii. 4; comp. xi. of.; ix. 4). Till this 
hour comes His enemies are powerless (vii. 30; viii. 20). When it has 
come He recognises its advent (xii. 27; xvii. I); and it ig appointed with 
a view to the issue to which it leads (xii. 2 35 Xili. I iva), 
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Compare iv. 21, 23; v. 25, 28; 1 John ii. 18; Apoc. xiv. 7, 15 (Spa); 
John vii. 6, 8 (kapés); Eph. i, 10 7d wArfpopa trav Kapdv; Gal. iv. 4 rd 
wANp@pa TOD xpdvov. 

Under this same aspect the ‘works’ of the Lord are said to have been The life of 
‘given’ to Him (vy. 36; xvii. 4). The circumstances which furnished Christ, 
occasion for them are shewn to enter into the scheme of providence (ix. 3 
iva; xi. 4 a). Even unbelief was a necessity in regard of the history of 
mankind (xii. 38; xiii. 18; xv. 25; xvii. 12). This being so, Christ knew 
all ‘the things that were coming upon Him’ (xviii. 4; comp. xiii. 1, 11; vi. 

64; comp. xviii. 9, 32). He laid down His life ‘in order to take it again’ 
(x. 17). This was His Father’s will. 

The whole life of Christ was thus a ‘fulfilment,’ ‘a bringing to a perfect 
accomplishment’ of all that had been shadowed forth or begun!. ; 

The same Divine appointment is extended to the discipline of the Church. and the 
The extremity of persecution is part of the revelation of the counsel of God life of the 
(John xvi. 2 iva, note), as even was the failure of the disciples at their eee We 
Master’s suffering (John xvi. 32 iva, note).. The birth of the Church has a ee itt 
real correspondence with the birth of the man (John xvi. 21 ff.). And in 
the work of service there is an appcinted difference of function with a 
common end (John iv. 36 ff.). 

The life of Christ and the life of the Church, as presented by St John, thus A true 
become revelations of a perfect order even in the disorder of the world 2ature 
lying beneath the surface of things, and veiled by suffering and by the bas 
workings of evil. In the same way he seems to indicate that below the pearances. 
transitory appearances of nature there is that which is Divine and abiding. 

‘The world passeth away (mapayerat) and the desire thereof’ (1 John ii. 
17, 8), but at the same time he looked for a new heaven and a new earth 
(Apoc. xxi. I). 

He recognised most sharply the difference between the natural and the 
unnatural in what we call Nature as a whole, and saw in the complete 
destruction of the unnatural, the restoration of Nature. In this position 
he stands alike removed from the Hellenic worship of nature and from the 
_ Gnostic degradation of nature. (Comp. Lutterbeck, Lehrb. d. Apost. ii. 

270 f.) 


Additional Note on ii. 18. 


Different elements entcred into the conception of ‘ Antichrist’ in early Elements 
patristic literature. Of these the chief were Dan. vii. 7 ff: Matt. xxiv. es ea 
23 ff ; 2 Thess. ii, 3 ff; Apoc. xiii. vide 

But the aspects under which the opposing power is presented by St christ. 
Paul and St John (Hpistle) are distinct. The portraiture in St Paul is based 


1 The use of the two words m)npow, (b) Tedeva@oat 

redevow is worth study: iv. 34 Te. adrov 7d epyov ; V. 36 Te 
(a) mAnpGoa epya & be. Wa Ted.; XVii. 4 70 Epyov 
vii. 8 6 éuds Karpds ovmrw mrem\npwrat. Ter. 6 O€dwKaS [LOl. 
Of Holy Scripture and Divine words: Of Holy Scripture: xix. 28 waren. 7 


Wa wrAnpxOn xii. 38; xili. 18; xv. 25; ‘yp. Comp. Te7¢deorar, xix. 28, 30; and 
Xvil. 12; xviii. 32; xix.24,36. Comp. Apoc. x. 7. 
Apos. vi. 11. 
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on that of Daniel and presents a single adversary claiming personal wor- 
ship, while St John dwells upan the spiritual element in his claims, and the 
spiritual falsehood which gave him the semblance of strength. 

Inen us, the earliest writer who treats of the subject in detail, combines 
the name of Antichrist with the description in 2 Thess. ii. 3 ff. and the 
cognate passages in Danicl, St Matthew and the Apocalypse (Iren. 
v. 25 ff), . 

ee oF ALEXANDRIA is silent on Antichrist. But the teaching on 
Antichrist attracted the attention of Cuisus, though Origen says that he had 
not read what was said of him by Daniel or Paul (c. Céls. v1. 45). In reply 
to Celsus OrtcENn explains his own view, which is briefly that the Son of 
God and the son of the evil one, of Satan, of the devil, stand at the opposite 
poles of humanity, presenting in direct opposition the capacity of man for 
good and for evil. Elsewhere Origen draws out at length a comparison of 
Christ and Antichrist. All that Christ is in reality Antichrist offers in 
false appearance (Comm. Ser. in Matt. § 27); and so all false teaching 
which assumes the guise of truth, among heretics and even among heathen, 
is in some sense ‘ Antichrist’ (id. § 47). 

TERTULLIAN speaks several times of Antichrist acl Antichrists. 
Quoting 2 Thess. ii. 3 he writes ‘homo delinquentie, id est, antichristus’ (de 
Res. carnis, 24; cf. 27). Again referring to Matt. xxiv. 24, he asks: ‘qui 
pseudoprophetee sunt nisi falsi preedicatores ? qui pseudapostoli nisi adulteri 
evangelizatores? qui antichristi nisi Christi rebelles ? (de preescr. her. 4). 
And again in reference to 1 John ii. 18 he writes: in epistola sua eos ~ 
maxime antichristos vocat qui Christum negarent in carne venisse, et qui 
non putarent Jesum esse filium dei. Ilud Marcion, hoc Ebion vindicayit 
(id. 33). 

One feature in the conception of Antichrist ought not to be overlooked. 
Just as Moses was the type of the Christ in His prophetic character, 
Balaam, ‘the anti-Moses,’ was regarded as a type of the Antichrist. This 
explains the enigmatic references in Apoc. ii. 14 (6); Jude 11; 2 Pet. 
Vk ills 

‘In late Rabbinic traditions an Antichrist (Armillus, Armalgus) was 
represented as killing the Messiah of the stock of Ephraim, and then 
himself slain by the Messiah of the stock of David (Targ. on Is. xi. 4; 
comp. 2 Thess. ii. 8). 

The Epistles to the Seven Churches form a commentary. on the idea of 
the many antichrists. 

Apoc. ii, 2 (Ephesus) rods Xéyovras éavrods droorddous. id. 6 ra épya 
Tay NikoAarov, 

li. 9 (Smyrna) ray Neydvrav IovSaious elvat. 

ii. 13 (Pergamum) dou 6 Opdvos rod Sarava. 14 thy Sidaxjv Badadp. 
15 my diaynvy Nixodarrav. 

ii. 20’ (Thyatira) *Ie(éBer, 7 Aéyouca éavriv mpopirw. 24 rd Babéa rod 
Sarava (cf. 1 Cor. ii. To). 

iii. 3 (Sardis) pynudveve més eidnhas kal jeoveas Kal TH pet. 

iii. 8 f. _(Philadelphia) Ths Twvayoyis Tod Varava, tov reydvtav €avrods 
lovdaiovs etvat. 
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There is a remarkable variety of readings in the last words of this 
verse : 


(1) kat oiSare mdvra 
AC MSS mss 
Memph Vulg. 
The Syriac reads wavra but translates it as if it were masc. (and know 
every man). 


(2) kat otSare (-at 8) mavres XP 9. 


Hesych. Presb. (seee. vii) in Lev. i. 5 ff. (Migne P. Gr. xcut. p. 796) Et 
vos unctionem habetis a sancto et scitis omnes. 


(3) otSare wavres B Theb. 


The rendering which is given without variation in the Discourses of 
Augustine (ad loc.) ut ipsi vobis manifesti sitis can hardly be correct. 
His comment suggests mares: hane unctionem Christi dicit omnes qui 
habent cognoscere malos et bonos; nec opus esse ut doceantur quia ipsa 
unctio docet eos. 

The Latin translation of Irenzeus, in a continuous quotation of wv, 18—22, 
omits v. 20 and part of v. 21: ...sed ut manifestarentur quoniam non sunt 
ex nobis. Cognoscite ergo quoniam omne mendacium extraneum est et 
non est de veritate. Quis est mendax...(Iren. iii. 16. 5). 

The combination for ravres NBP 9 Theb. is very strong ; and the shorter 
reading without «ai readily explains how the others arose. When once the 
connexion of otdare with riy dAjGecav was lost, the insertion of kai and the 
change of wavres to avra was almost inevitable, especially with the ap- 
parent parallel in v. 27 epi mdvrov. 

The occurrence of 9 (Cambr. Univ. Libr. Kk. vi. 4) in the small group of 
authorities which have preserved the main element of the true reading 
may serve as an excuse for directing attention to that remarkable ms, 
which has been strangely overlooked, 

It was pointed out by Porson and Marsh that this ms is that marked 
vy in Stephens’ edition of 1550; and apparently the capricious selection of 
readings quoted from it by Stephens has been the limit of the knowledge 
of the Ms preserved by later editors. Mill’s generalisations from the 
readings in Stephens (Proleg. 1173) might well have caused it to be more 
carefully examined. 

The following readings in 1 John are worthy of notice: 

i. 2 é€favepabn ev nyiv. 

— 4 nor. 

— 9 rds apaprias nuay. 

li. I ypadoper. 

— 8 &y npiv. 

— 11 érigdwaey advrov kal rods cpOarpods avrod. 
— 17 9 emtOvpia Om. avrov. 
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ii, 18 vdv om. kal. 
20 kal oiOare mavres>= 
lil, I Swxev. 
— — kdnOdpev kal eoper. 
5 Tas dpaprias nyav. 
ed TEKVA. 
8 rod dtaBdrov éoriv ont. ék. 
— — 6 &dBodos an’ apyis. 





— 19 yweooxopueba. 

— 21 xaraywodoKkyn OM. nudv. 

— 23 morevaper. 

iv. 2 yweokoper. 

— 3 Incovv om. .rov. 

— 86 ph ayamdy &k tov Oeod ov eaorw. 

— 10 yyamnkaper. 

Vv. 4 vpor. 

— 20 7 fan 7 aldnos. 

The title of the Epistle is émicrody "Iodvyvov a and the subscription rod 

aylov am. “Ia émiotodn a. 
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III. “[Sere rotary dyarny déSwxev ruiv 6 TAT 


I dédwxev NBC; dwxev A, 


IJ. THE cHILDREN oF GoD AND 
THE CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL (iii. I—12). 

The section seems to fall most na- 
turally into three parts: 

1. The position present and future 
of the children of God (iii. I—3). 

2. The essential character of the 
children of God (4—9). 

3. The outward manifestation of 
the children of God (10—12). 

The thoughts are unfolded through- 
out in contrast with the corresponding 
thoughts as to the position, character, 
and manifestation of ‘the children of 
the devil’? The world knows not 
Christians. Sin is incompatible with 
Sonship of God. Active hatred is the 
sign of hostility to right. 

1. The position present and future 
of the children of God (1—3). 

The position of Christians is con- 
sidered in regard both to the present 
(v. 1) and to the future (v2). They 
stand now to ‘the Father’ in the rela- 
tion of ‘children of God’ in title and 
in reality: on the other hand ‘the 
world’ fails to recognise them. Their 
future is as yet unrevealed; but so 
much is known that it will answer to 
the open, transfiguring vision of God 
in Christ. Meanwhile therefore the 
thought of this transfiguration is the 
rule and inspiration of Christian effort 


(. 3). 

1. ere] Videte V., Ecce'Aug., Be- 
hold. The use of the plural is remark- 
able, and elsewhere it is used only of 
something actually visible (Gal. vi. 11; 
yet comp. Acts xiii. 41. Lxx). The 
image at the close of the last chapter 
(born of Him) seems to fill St John’s 
vision, and, as he pauses to dwell upon 
it himself, he invites his readers to 
contemplate the same truth as pre- 
gent before them in an intelligible 
shape. 


nut: wutv B. 


motamy ayannv| qualem carita- 
tem (dilectionem Aug.) V., what man- 
ner of love truly divine in its nature. 
The word sorazos, which is not found 
in the Lxx., is rare in the New Testa- 
ment. It is used to call attention to 
the character both of persons (Matt. 
vill. 27; Luke vii. 39; 2 Pet. iii. 11) 
oot of things (Mc. xiii. 1; Luke i. 
29). 

6 tatyp| the Father. This title is 
chosen in order to illustrate and (in 
some degree) to explain the gift of 
love which God has bestowed on men. 

dédaxev 7. | dedit nobis V., hath given 
unto us. Comp. John xiv. 27. The 
love is not simply exhibited towards 
believers, but imparted to them. The 
divine love is, as it were, infused into 
them, so that it is their own, and be- 
comes in them the source of a divine 
life (Rom. xiii. 10). In virtue of this 
gift therefore they are inspired witha 
love which is like the love of God, and 
by this they truly claim the title of 
children of God, as partakers in His 
nature. Comp. c.iv. 7,19. See also 
Leo, Serm. xii. § 1 (Migne, Patrol. 
Lat. uv. p. 169): Diligendo itaque 
nos Deus ad imaginem suam nos re- 
parat et, ut in nobis formam suz bo- 
nitatis inveniat, dat unde ipsi quoque 
quod operatur operemur, accendens 
scilicet mentium nostrarum lucernas, 
et igne nos suee caritatis inflammans, 
ut non solum ipsum sed etiam quid- 
quid diligit diligamus. 

With dédoxev, which regards the en- 
dowment of the receiver, contrast 
kexapiora (Gal. iii, 18), €yapicaro 
(Phil. ii. 9) which regards the feeling 
of the giver. 

npiv (vpiv)| St John is here con- 
sidering the blessing of love as actu- 
ally realised in the Christian society. 
Contrast John iii. 16 nyamnoev 6 beds 
TOV KOO}LOY. 
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a ' € 
cia TOUTO O 


” Aya- 


Kal €oqey. 


kal éouéy SABC vg me the syrr: om. S. The Latt. by a natural error read et 


simus (as depending on ut). Compare ¢. V. 20. 


wa... KAnOGpev...] ut... ROMinemur 
(vocemur Aug.) V., that we should 
be called. The final particle has its 
full force. The divine gift of love 
which is appropriated by the believer 
form the basis, the justification, of 
the divine title. The end of the bless- 
ing is that sonship may be real. For 
iva compare v. 11 note. é 

Pelagii...condemnatur heeresis in eo 
quod dicitur a Deo nobis caritatem... 
dari qua adoptionem filiorum accipia- 
mus (Bede). 

réxva Ocov] filit Det V., children of 
Gud not sons of God which comes 
from the Latin. The thought here is 
of the community of nature with 
the prospect of development (réxvov, 
comp. 2 Pet. i. 4), and not of the posi- 
tion of privilege (vics). The only place 
in St John’s writings where ‘son’ is 
used of the relation of man to God is 
Apoe. xxi. 7 in a free quotation from 
Zech. viii. 8. 

The use of vids is characteristic of 
St Paul’s Epistles to the Romans and 
Galatians: Rom. viii. 14, 19; Gal. iii. 
26; iv. 6, 7. Comp. Heb. ii. 10, xii. 
5 ff; Rom. ix. 26; 2 Cor. vi. 18; Matt. 
Vv. 9, 45, xvii. 26; Luke vi. 35, xx. 36. 

On the other hand the idea of ‘¢hil- 
dren of God’ (rékva Oeov) is not un- 
frequent in St John: vv. 2, 10, v. 2; 
John i, 12, xi. 52. See Additional 
Note. 

By using cod in place of the sim- 
ple pronoun avrod St John, reciting 
the full name of Christians (v. 10; y. 
2; John i. 12, xi. 52; Rom. viii. 16 ff, 
ix. 8; Phil. ii. 15), emphasises the idea 
of the nobility of the Christian’s posi- 
tion (‘children of Him who is God’). 

kAnOapev] be called. The privilege 
is already enjoyed in the present and 
not only anticipated in the future. 
Christians are outwardly recognised 


nuas : vpas S*. 


.as ‘God’s children’ in their services 
and intercourse with others. Such 
an open recognition of the title gives 
a solemn dignity to it. 

It is worthy of notice that St John 
never uses xa\eiv of the Divine ‘call’ 
(John x. 3 hovet). Comp. John ii. 2. 

kai €opev| and such we are. This 
parenthetical addition is an emphatic 
expression of the Apostle’s own faith. 
He has stated the historic position of 
Christians in the world, which depends 
on the Father’s gift of love. He af- 
firms now that that historic position 
corresponds with a real fact. The 
name represents an absolute truth. 
For such an introduction of a reflec- 
tive comment see i. 2 note; 2 John 2. 
The Latin by a natural error con- 
nects the eopey with iva, ut nomine- 
mur...et simus. 

dua rovTo] propter hoc V., for this 
cause, i.e. because we are children of 
God, and so share His nature, the 
world knoweth us not. The reference 
to the world at first sight seems to 
interrupt the current of thought, but 
St John’s whole argument proceeds 
on the supposition that men stand 
between two powers, God and the 
world. He has shewn the relation 
in which they stand to God: he now 
shews the relation in which they stand 
to the world. At the same time the 
clause meets an objection which is 
likely to rise from a consideration of 
the character of Christians. If they 
are children of God, righteous and 
loving, may they not look for an im- 
mediate and decisive victory? So we 
are inclined to argue; and therefore 
the apostle at once points out that 
their likeness to God becomes the oc- 
casion of misunderstanding. 

ov ywooket...ovK eyva...] non no- 
vut...non novit...V., non cognoscit.., 
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non cognovit... Aug., the world know- 
eth us not does not enter into, come 
to understand, our principles and 
methods and character, for true know- 
ledge of men requires sympathy (c. ii. 
3 note). The conduct of Christians 
must be more or less a riddle to those 
who do not take account of that 
which is to them the spring of action. 
This follows from the fact that when 
the opportunity was given to the 
world for recognising the great fea- 
tures of the divine character it knew 
Him not (comp. c. iv. 8 note). The 
world failed to recognise God so far 
as He was manifested in creation and 
history (1 Cor. i. 21); and its failure 
was still more conspicuous when He 
was manifested in His Son (John xvi. 
3). It is to this revelation specially 
that the Apostle refers. The ‘ Him’ 
is God in Christ, as in ii. 29. 

Augustine says, using an impressive 
image: [homines] amando delecta- 
tiones peccatorum non agnoscebant 
Deum: amando quod febris suadebat 
injuriam medico faciebant. 

2. ayanntot] Carissimi V., Dilec- 
tissimi Aug., Beloved. The title (as 
in ii. 7 note) embodies the thought 
which has been just expressed. St 
John in the spirit of love addresses 
those who with him look forward to 
the issue of love. In doing this he 
takes up the words which he has just 
used, half in personal reflection (kai 
éopév); ‘Yes, now are we children, 
children with the promise of mature 
development.’ The change to which 
he thus looks forward will not be in 
the position of children, but in the 
conditions under which the relation 
will be shewn. The Christian has now, 
even in the present life, that which 
carries with it potentially infinite 
blessings, but the manifestation of his 
sonship is hindered by the circum- 
stances in which he is placed. He 
willnotbe anything essentially different 
hereafter, but he will be what he is 


now essentially more completely, 
though in ways wholly beyond our 
powers of imagination. 

YUV...€oMeV, Kal...) NOW...are we 
and... The thought of what Christians 
are and the thought of what they will 
be are treated as parts of the same 
thought and not placed in contrast. 
The fact and the hope are both power- 
ful for life. 

ora epuvepobn...edv pavepwOi... | 
nondum apparuit ... cum apparue- 
rit...V.. nondum manifestatum est 
(and apparuit)...cum apparuerit 
(and manifestatum fuerit) Aug., 
manifestatum est...st manifestavertt 
(one Ms. manifestatus fuerit) Tert., 
nondum revelatum est...cum revela- 
tum fuerit Ambr. 

The main difficulty in this passage 
lies in the interpretation of the clause 
éav gavepob7. The subject is not 
expressed; and the clause can be 
rendered either (1) if 7¢ be manifested 
i.e. what we shall be; or (2) if he be 
manifested. In favour of the first in- 
terpretation itis urged that the clause 
must refer back to the corresponding 
words (ovmw épavepddn) which have 
immediately gone before : it 7s not yet 
manifested...if tt be manifested... ; 
unless such an explanation be ob- 
viously excluded by other considera- 
tions; and on the other hand it is 
answered rightly, I think, that this is 
in fact the case; that the words 77 72 
be manifested are altogether without 
force; or rather that they obscure the 
meaning. The knowledge which is 
affirmed is not dependent on any 
manifestation, but absolute. Christians 
already possess it; and their certainty 
so far is not conditioned by anything 
future. Or to put the thought some- 
what differently: it cannot be said 
that the knowledge that we shall be 
like Christ (which is assumed) de- 
pends upon the manifestation of what 
we shall be. On the other hand there 
is an inspiring power in the assurance 
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that our likeness to the Lord will be 


a likeness to His glorified Being; 


which will hereafter be shewn, though 
as yet we cannot understand what it 
is. 
And further in support of the ren- 
dering if he be manifested it is to 
be noticed that the same phrase has 
been used in ii. 28 where the meaning 
is beyond all doubt. It may be added 
that this use of davepotofar appears 
to rule the whole line of the apostle’s 


thought (ii.28,iii.8). Christ has been ~ 


(was) manifested and He will be 
manifested. The past manifestations 
made some things clear and left some 
things dark (iii. 5, 8). The future 
manifestation will remove this dark- 
ness (comp. Col. iii. 4). 

Even in the foregoing clause there 
is, as will be seen, something of this 
same thought. The manifestations of 
the Risen Christ have not completely 
illuminated our future. 

oir ehavepabn| it is not yet made 
manifest. The aorist (epavepwOn) ap- 
pears to point back to some definite 
occasion on which the revelation 
might have been expected (compare 
éyvo v. 1). Perhaps it is best to 
refer the word to the manifestations 
(comp. ii. 28 note) of the Risen Lord. 
These revelations of a changed and 
glorified humanity do not make 
known to us what we shall be. They 
only serve to shew that the limita- 
tions of the present mode of existence 
will be removed. 

ri éodpeba| For the use of the 
direct interrogation, see Moulton’s 
Winer, pp. 210 f. 

oiSaper| we know. Comp... y. 2, 18 
notes. There is no opposition between 
this clause and that which imme- 
diately precedes such as is suggested 
by the dé of the common text. The 


knowledge corresponds with the 
whole consciousness of the position 
of children. 

dporot avta] similes et, V., like him, 
like God in Christ. The image in which 
we were made will then be consum- 
mated in the likeness to which it was 
the divine purpose that we should 
attain. 

This likeness of man redeemed and 
perfected to God is the likeness of 
the creature reflecting the glory of 
the Creator. Contrast. Phil. ii. 6 76 
etvat toa Ged, said of the Son. Dispar 
est res, sed sicué ad similitudinem 
dicitur. Habemus ergo et nos imagi- 
nem Dei, sed non illam quam habet 
Filius aequalis patri (Aug.). 

dre Owopeba...] quoniam videbi-— 
mus... V., because we shall see.... The — 
causal: particle is ambiguous. The 
likeness to God may be either (1) the. 
necessary condition, or (2) the actual 
consequence of the Divine Vision. 
The argument may be: We shall see 
God, and therefore, since this is pos- 
sible, we must be like Him; or, We 
shall see God, and in that Presence 
we shall reflect His glory and be 
transformed into His likeness. Both 
thoughts are scriptural; and per-— 
haps the two thoughts are not very 
sharply distinguished here. It is 
true that likeness is, in this case, the 
condition of vision; and it is true 
also that likeness is the consequence 
of vision. We see that which we 
have the sympathetic power of see- 
ing and we gain greater power of 
seeing, that is greater sympathy with 
the object of sight, by exercise of 
the power which we have. Augus- 
tine dwells upon this idea: Tota vita 
Christiani boni sanctum desiderium 
est. Quod autem desideras nondum 
vides; sed desiderando capax efliceris 
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ut cum venerit quod videas implearis. 
Secor Deus differendo extendit desi- 
derium, desiderando extendit ani- 
mum, extendendo facit capaciorem. 
And again: Hee est vita nostra u 
desiderando exerceamur. ; 

At the same time it may be urged 
that the verb (écdye6a), which de- 
scribes a being and not a becoming 
(yernodpeOa 1 Cor. xv. 37, 54; John 
X. 16), appears to mark a state which 
co-exists with the divine manifesta- 
tion at the first, and does not follow 
from it. On the other hand the 
thought of the transfiguring virtue of 
the divine vision is familiar. Comp. 
2 Cor. iii. 18; Iren. rv. 38. 3 (a very 
fine passage). 

In either case the central truth is 
the same. The great confidence of 
the believer is that he will see the 
full revelation of the glory of God in 
Christ, and therefore that when that 
is made he will be like Him. Time, 
indeed, before and after, has no place 
in the eternal. , 

Augustine strives to emphasise the 
thought of the verse: Ergo visuri su- 
mus quandam visionem...preecellen- 
tem omnes pulcritudines terrenas, 
auri, argenti, nemorum atque cam- 
porum, pulcritudinem maris et eris, 
pulcritudinem solis et lunee, pulcri- 
tudinem stellarum, pulcritudinem an- 
gelorum: omnia superantem quia ex 
ipsa pulera sunt omnia. Quid ergo 
‘nos erimus quando heec videbimus ? 
Quid nobis promissum est? Similes 
et erimus, quoniam videbimus eum 
sicutt est. Quomodo potuit lingua 
sonuit: cetera corde cogitentur. 

The main elements in the idea of 
the ‘vision’ of God seem to be a 
direct knowledge, a real knowledge, 
a continuous knowledge, a knowledge 
which is the foundation of service. 
The seat of the organ of spiritual sight 
is the ‘heart,’ the part of man which 
is representative of personal character 
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(Eph. i. 18; Matt. v: 8). The ‘vision’ 
of God’s face appears in the hope of 
the righteous in the Psalms (Ps. xvii. 
15; xi. 7 Hupfeld), while it is recog- 
nised as unattainable and unbearable 
by man in the present earthly life 
(Ex. xxxiii. 18 ff.). In the new Jeru- 
salem it finds accomplishment, Apoc. 
xxii. 4, His servants (Soto) shall do 
fim service (harpevoovaw) and they 
shall see His face and His name 
shall be on their foreheads. As He 
is light, they shall be made light 
(comp. Eph. v. 13), and when the sons 
of God are thus revealed the end of 
creation will be reached (Rom. viii. 
18 ff.). 

In treating of this final transfigu- 
ration the Greek Fathers did not 
scruple to speak of men as being 
‘deified’ (OeorotcicOa), though the 
phrase sounds strange to our ears 
(Athan. de Inc. Verbi tv. § 22). 

Kabas éoriv| sicuti est V., as He is. 
Hitherto the Divine in Christ has 
been veiled. Hereafter the Godhead 
will’ be plain as the Manhood, when, 
according to Christ’s prayer, His dis- 
ciples shall see His Glory (John xvii. 
24). It may be doubted whether it 
could be said of the Father that men 
shall see Him ‘as He is’ Comp. 
1 Cor. xiii. 12, dpre 60 eoomrpov év ai- 
vlypatl TOTE TPCT TOY Pos TpPdTwTroD. 
Thomas Aquinas discusses at length 
(Sum. Theol. Suppl. Qu. xcii. art. 1) 
the question whether the human intel- 
lect can attain to seeing God in essence 
(ad videndum Deum per essentiam), 
and concludes in the affirmative. 

3. Kal was... avira] et omnis qui 
habet hanc spem in eo (ipso Aug.) V., 
and everyone that hath this hope on 
Him. The practical conclusion from 
the great Christian hope of the assi- 
milation of the believer to his Lord 
is given as a coordinate thought (kai). 
The conclusion itself is involved in 
the hope. He who looks forward to 
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becoming like God hereafter must 
strive after His likeness now: Matt. 
y. 8. 

By employing the universal form of , 
expression (ras 6 €xov) instead of the 
simply descriptive (6 ¢yov), St John 
deals with the exceptional presump- 
tion of men who regarded themselves 
as above the common law. In each 
case where this characteristic form of 
language occurs there is apparently a 
reference to some who had questioned 
the application of a general principle 
in particular cases (vv. 4, 6, 9, 10, 
1541. 1. 23, 273 iv. 73) Vo 1, 4, 185 2 
Jobn 9). 

It is remarkable that this is the 
only place in which St John speaks 
of the Christian ‘Hope,’ a character- 
istic thought of St Paul and St Peter. 
St Peter speaks of a ‘living hope’ as 
the result of a new birth (1 Pet. i. 3). 

ér atta] on Him, that is, as before, 
on God in Christ. 

The phrase ¢xew éAida emi tun is 
not found elsewhere in the N.T. Itis 
distinguished from éAz. €yew els (Acts 
xxiv. 15) by the idea of ‘hope resting 
upon’ in place of ‘reaching unto’: and 
from the simple ‘hoping on’ (eAi¢ew 
émt Rom. xv. 12; 1 Tim. iv. 10) by that 
of the enjoyment of possession. Comp. 
i. 3 note (kowwviav exer). 

dyvite. éavrov] purifieth himself. 
Personal effort is necessarily called out 
by a definite object of personal devo- 
tion. The believer's act is the using 
what God gives. So Augustine writes: 
Quis nos castificat nisi Deus? Sed 
Deus te nolentem non castificat. Ergo 
quod adjungis voluntatem tuam Deo 
castificas teipsum. Castificas te non 
de te sed de illo qui venit ut habitet 
in te. Tamen quia agis ibi aliquid 
voluntate ideo et tibi aliquid tributum 
est. 

Comp. James iv. 8; 1 Pet. i. 22; 
2 Cor. vii. 1; 1 Tim, v. 22. 

ayviger] sanctificat V., castificat 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN. 


(IIL. 4 
4Tlas 6 Towy THY auap- 


Aug., purifieth. The thought pro- 
bably is derived from the ceremonial 
purification required before the ap- 
pearancein the Divine presence. Comp. 
John xi. 55 (Acts xxi. 24 ff.); Hx. xix. 
10, The spiritual correlative is marked 
Heb. x. 19 ff. 

It is not easy to lay down sharply 
the distinction between ayvos, ayvi¢ew 
and xaOapés, kabapifew. As far as the 
usage of the N. T. is concerned, dyvos 
has a personal, an internal, reference 
which is wanting in kaOapos. “Ayvos 
suggests the notion of shrinking from 
contamination, of a delicate sensibility 
to pollution of any kind,.while xa6apés 
expresses simply the fact of cleanness. 
‘Ayvos marks predominantly a feeling, 
and xa@apos a state. “Ayvela comes as 
the result of an inward effort, xa@a- 
porns by the application of some out- 
ward means. He of whom it is said . 
that he dyvi¢e: éavrovy not only keeps 
himself actually ‘pure,’ but disciplines 
and trains himself that he may move 
more surely among the defilements of 
the world (1 Tim. v. 22; 1 Pet. iii. 2). 
Both dyvos and xaOapés differ from 
dyos in that they admit the thought 
or the fact of temptation or pollu- 
tion; while ay:os describes that which 
is holy absolutely, either in itself or 
in idea. God can be spoken of as 
aytos but not as ayvds, while Christ 
can be spoken of as dyvds in virtue of 
the perfection of His humanity. A 
man is dys in virtue of his divine 
destination (Heb. x. 10) to which he is 
gradually conformed (ayid¢erar, Heb. 
x. 14); he is dyvés in virtue of earthly, 
human ‘discipline. 

kabds ex. ayvos ear] even as He 
(Christ) is pure. The pronoun éxe?- 
vos, a8 throughout the Epistle (ii. 6 
note), refers to Christ. It is chosen 
here, though the preceding adrds re- 
fers to the same divine-human Per- 
son, in order to emphasise the refer- 
ence to the Lord’s human life. It is 
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in respect of this only that He can be 
spoken of as dyvds; and in respect of 
His true humanity it can be said of 
Him that “He zs pure,” and not only 
that “He was pure.” The result of 
the perfection of His earthly disci- 
pline (Heb. v. 7 ff.) still abides in His 
glorified state. For the change of 
pronouns compare John y. 39; xix. 


35- 


2. The essential character of the 
children of God (iii. 4-9). 

The character of children of God is 
seen in relation to sin and righteous- 
ness. Sin is in its nature irreconcile- 
able with Christianity (vv. 4—6). Sin 
marks a connexion with the devil as 
righteousness with Christ (vv. 7, 8). 
Sin is impossible for the child of God 
(v. 9}. The underlying thought of the 
action of false teachers (v. 7), who 
_ placed salvation in knowledge, is 
everywhere present. 

-4—6. The nature of sin is con- 
sidered in itself as to its manifestation 
and its essence (v. 4); as to Christ 
both in His Work and in His Person 
(. 5); and as to man negatively and 
positively (v. 6). 

4. The transition of thought from 
“v. I—3 lies in the idea of ‘purifica- 
tion” This effort corresponds with 
the fulfilment of man’s true destiny, 
which Christ has again made possible. 


He who commits sin does in fact 


violate the divine law; and, more 
than this, sin and violation of the 
divine law are absolutely identical. 
The first clause deals with the prac- 
tical manifestation of sin and the 
second with the innermost essence 
of it. 

In vv. 4, 5 the successive clauses 
are coordinated by xai...kai...cai. In 
ov. 6—8 clause follows clause without 
any conjunction. 

4. mas o roav...| very one that... 
Comp. v. 3 note. The constant repe- 


tition of this form in this group of 
verses is very impressive. 

6 Tomy THY ap.) gui facit pecca- 
tum (delictum Tert.) V., that doeth 
sin. The phrase is distinguished 
from the simple term ‘that sinneth’ 
(6 duapravwy v. 6) by adding the con- 
ception of the actual realisation of 
sin as something which is definitely 
brought about. This conception is 
emphasised by the addition of the 
article (rjv duapriav). The man does 
not simply commit a sin (was 6 duap- 
tiav mowoy comp. v. 9; I Pet. ii. 22; 
2 Cor. xi. 7), but realises sin in its 
completeness. 

Compare vv. 8, 9, John viii. 34. (ray 
dp.); and contrast James v. 15 kav 
dpaptias 7 memounKos. 

The corresponding phrase is 6 mod 
thy Stkatocvyyy v. 7 (10), ii. 29. Sin 
as a whole (7 auapria) answers to 
righteousness as a whole (1 Sucavoovvn). 
For 7 dpaptia compare Rom. y. 12 
(apapria v. 13); 20 f, vi. 1 ff. 

Kal THY advo. rout] et iniquitatem 
facit V., doeth also lawlessness, vio- 
lates a law which claims his loyal 
obedience (comp. Matt. xiii 41; vii. 23 
of epyagopevoe thy dvop.). And yet 
more than this 

7 dpaptia eat 7 avopia, peccatum 
est iniquitas V.,sin is lawlessness. Sin 
and lawlessness are convertible terms. 
Sin is not an arbitrary conception. 
It is the assertion of the selfish will 
against a paramount authority. He 
who sins breaks not only by accident 
or in an isolated detail, but essentially 
the ‘law’ which he was created to 
fulfil. 

This ‘law’ which expresses the di- 
vine ideal of man’s constitution and 
growth has three chief applications. 
There is the ‘law’ of each man’s per- 
sonal being: there is the ‘law’ of his 
relation to things without him: there 
is the ‘law’ of his relation to God. To 
violate any part of this threefold law 
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is to sin, for all parts are divine. 
(James ii. 10). 

The Mosaic Law was directed in a 
representative fashion to each of these 
spheres of duty. It touched upon 
man’s dealing with himself: upon his 
treatment of creation (of men, animals 
and crops): upon his duty towards 
God. In this way it was fitted to 
bring home to men the divine side of 
all action. 

The origin of sin in selfishness is 
vividly illustrated by St James (i. 14 f.), 
who shews also that the neglect of 
duty, the violation of the law of growth, 
is sin (Jamesiv.17). So St John lays 
down that ‘unrighteousness,’ the fail- 
ure to fulfil our obligations to others, 
is sin (c. V. 17). 

Other examples of the use of the 
article with both subject and predi- 
cate, when the two are convertible, 
occur: Apoc. xix. 10 7 paprupia “Inood 
eat TO TVEvLAa THS Tpohynreias; Matt. 
Mik POP TOO oe He Sa, SORIA Gite 
19; comp. John i. 4; 2 Cor. iii. 17. 

It is interesting to notice that Bede 
observes the inadequacy of the Latin 
rendering: Virtus hujus sententiz, 
he says, facilius in lingua Greecorum, 
qua edita est epistola, comprehenditur, 
siquidem apud eos iniguitas dvopia 
vocatur... Omnes enim qui peccant 
prevaricationis (Ps. exix. 119 Lat.) 
rei sunt, hoc est non solum illi qui 
datam sibi scriptee legis scientiam 
contemuunt, sed et illi qui innocentiam 
legis naturalis quam in protoplasto 
omnes accepimus sive infirmitate sive 
negligentia sive etiam ignorantia cor- 
rumpunt. 

5. Not only is sin a violation of 
the law of man’s being: it sets at 
naught Christ’s mission. His work 
was to take away sins: He Himself 
was sinless. Thus the most elementary 
knowledge shews that sin is utterly 
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alien from the faith. 

oldare] scitis V., ye know. This 
appeal to the knowledge of Christians 
is characteristic of St John, though it 
is found also in St Paul: c. ii. 20 f, 
iv. 2,14 f., v.15,18f. note; 3 John 12. 

éxeivos épav.] ille apparuit V., 
manifestatus est Aug., He was mani- 
fested. The subject is not defined 
under apy particular aspect (Lamb of 
God John i. 29, Son of God v. 8), but 
left in its fulness. For éxeivos see ¢. 
ii. 6 note. It will be observed that in 
this verse éxeivos and avrés are natu- 
rally referred to the same subject. 
Comp. John xix. 35. 

éepavepwbn| was manifested. Comp. 
li. 28 note. The ‘manifestation’ of the 
Lord includes the whole of His his- 
torical Life with its consequences: . 
His Birth, and Growth, and Ministry, 
and Passion, and Resurrection, and 
Ascension. Each part of the Revela- 
tion contributed in some way to the 
removal of sins. The Redemption 
and Atonement were wrought out by 
His living as well as by His dying. 

Compare Matt. viii. 17. 

The idea of ‘manifestation’ in this 
connexion involves a previous being. 
Thus the term includes not only 6 jy 
dn’ dpxijs but also jy ev dpy7. 

For the different phrases used by 
St John to describe the Incarnation 
see Additional Note. 

iva...dipy| ut peccatum (-ta Tert.) au- 
Jerat Aug., ut peccata nostra tolleret V., 
that He may take away sins, not 


_ simply do away with the punishment 


of them. Comp. i. 9 note. 

Tollit autem et dimittendo que 
facta sunt et adjuvando ne fiant et 
perducendo ad vitam ubi fieri omnino 
non possint (Bede). 

_ For the sense of aipew compare John 
1, 29 note; and Heb. x. 4 (ddaipew 
au.); td. 11 (meptedeiv dy.) notes. The 
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dominant thought here is not that of 
the self-sacrifice of Christ, but of His 
utter hostility to sin in every shape. 
He came to remove all sins even as 
He was Himself sinless. 

The use of the plural ‘sins’ (rds ay.) 
distinguishes the exact conception of 
Christ’s work here from that given in 
John i. 29 (‘the sin of the world’). 
The idea is that of the manifold per- 
sonal realisations of the sin of humanity 
which Christ takes away. The phrase 
stands without further definition (sins 
not owr sins) in order to include the 
fulness of the truth expressed in c. 
ey 

For the plural used absolutely see 
Rom. vii. 5; Col. i. 14; Heb. i. 3; 
(James v. 16; 1 Pet. ii. 24), [The 
reading in Eph. ii. 1 is wrong.] 

duapria év avté otc éoTw] The clause 
is independent and not to be con- 
nected with ér. For the statement 
and the form of expression compare 
John vii. 18 dSuxia ev avr@ ovk €or. 
This fact at once explains how Christ 
could take away sin, and how sin is in- 
compatible with fellowship with Him. 
The tense (is not was) marks the 
eternal character of the Redeemer. 
All that belongs to His ‘perfected’ 
manhood (Heb. ii. 10, v. 9) ‘is’ in Him 
no less than His unchanged Divinity. 
The ‘purity’ of v. 3 is traced back to 
its inherent source. 

The emphasis is thrown upon ‘sin, 

-go that the literal rendering would be: 
‘sin in Him there is not.’ 

6. This verse flows directly from 
the last clause of 7. 5. True fellow- 
ship with Christ, Who is absolutely 
sinless, is necessarily inconsistent with 
sin; and, yet further, the practice of 
sin excludes the reality of a professed 
knowledge of Christ. 

pévoy] St John speaks of ‘abiding’ 


is characteristic of St John. 
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in Christ and not simply of ‘being’ in 
Christ, because his argument rests on 
the efficacy of continuous human effort. 
Comp. ii. 5 note. 

obx dpuaprdve] sinneth not. The 
commentary on this phrase is found 
inc. i. 6. It describes a character, ‘a 
prevailing habit’ and not primarily an 
act. Hach separate sinful act does as 
such interrupt the fellowship, and yet 
so far as it is foreign to the character 
of the man, and removed from him (ii. 
1), it leaves his character unchanged. 
This is the truth which Augustine 
partially expresses when he says that 
the sin spoken of is the violation of 
love; for love may be taken fairly to 
express the essence of the Christian 
character. Comp. c. v. 18 note. 

Compare John xiii. Io. 

Bede expresses the truth as it is 
practically embodied when he says: in 
quantum in eo manet in tantum non 
peccat; but he leaves out of sight 
the internal spiritual character. 

mas 6 dp....ovd€ éyvoxey adrov| The 
interruption of the formal parallelism 
Instead 
of saying ‘every one that sinneth a- 
bideth not in (is cut off from) Him,’ 
he substitutes a predicative clause 
which carries back the mind of the 
reader to an earlier stage of the fatal 
failure, as if he would say: ‘In such a 
case there is no question of ‘abiding.’ 
The conditions of fellowship have 
never been satisfied. Suchaone hath 
not seen Christ (God in Christ) nor 
yet come to know Him? 

Compare i. 6f. ( fellowship with 
Him, ‘fellowship one with another’) ; 
i. 8,9, ii. 4f (‘the truth is not in us,’ 
‘the love of God is perfected’); vv. 7, 
8; iv. 5,6a; 7b, 8; Vv. 10. In ii, 23 
there is a perfect correspondence. 

oby édp. ...adrov] non vidit eum nec 
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cognovit eum V., hath not seen... . dren. 


neither knoweth. The first word de- 
scribes the immediate and direct 
vision of Christ; and the second the 
personal. and detailed appropriation 
of the truth so presented to the eyes. 
‘Seeing’ expresses briefly the fullest 
exertion of our utmost faculties of 
gaining new elements of truth from 
without : ‘knowing’ (éyvexévaz), the ap- 
prehension and coordination of the 
truth within. ‘Knowing’ is less direct 
and immediate and therefore forms 
the climax here. 

édpaxev| Comp.c. iv.20; 3 John 11; 
John i. 18, v. 37, vi. 46, xiv. 7, 9 (Heb. 
x1n27))s 

The use of the word here in con- 
nexion with Christ seems to point 
to some teachers who appealed to their 
personal sight of the Lord (comp. i. 
1ff.; John xix. 35, xx. 29) as giving 
authority to their false doctrine. Of 
such in spite of outward intercourse 
it could be said that ‘they had not 
seen Christ’ (comp. 2 Cor. v. 16). 

ovdé eyvoxev] ‘hath not come to 
know.’ The point regarded is present 
and not past. Comp. ii. 3 note. 

The statement leaves on one side 
the question of the indefectibility of 
grace. It deals with the actual state 
of the man. Past sight and past 
knowledge cease to be unless they go 
forward. 

Luther expressed the truth when 
he said ‘He who is a Christian is no 
Christian,’ 

7,8. From considering the nature 
of sin St John passes on to consider 
the personal spiritual source with 
which it is connected as righteous- 
ness is connected with Christ. Sin is 
the sign of dependence on the devil 
whose works Christ came to abolish. 

7. texvia] Filioli V., Little chil- 


pnts A. — Thy’ dK. S*, 
See ii. 12 note. The tender- 
ness of the address is called out by the 
peril of the situation. 

pndets mrAavara] nemo vos seducat 
V., let no man, even with the most 
plausible signs of authority (ii. 26), 
lead you astray. The question is one 
of action not of opinion. Comp. i. 8 
note. 

6 mov thy Ou.) he that doeth 
righteousness, he who gives effect to 
it in life, who realises it in conduct 
(c. ii. 29). Compare ‘doeth sin’ (0. 4 
note), ‘ doeth the truth’ (c. i. 6 note). 

‘To do righteousness’ is more than 
‘to do righteous acts’ (qoveiv Sixasa, 
comp. I Pet, iii. 12 qoveiv kaka, James 
iv. 17 kaddv z.), or even than ‘to do 
the acts of righteousness’ (soveiv ra 
dikara, comp. v. 22 7. Ta dpeora, Rom. 
ii. 8 7. ra kaka); and it differs from 
‘doing that which is righteous’ (7. ro 
dixatoy, comp. Rom. xiii. 3 f. 7. ro dya- 
O6v, TO Kakov) by presenting the idea 
in a less abstract form. Compare Col. 
iv. 1 (rd Sikaov, rnv lodrynra); iii. 5 
(dxaOapoiav, ryv meove€tar). 

The exact phrase is different in 
form from the negative phrase (v7. 10 
note). ‘Righteousness’ here is the 
virtue in its completeness and unity 
(tiv Stkatoovyny): in %. 10 Sikaocdyn 
expresses any particular manifestation 
of righteousness. Comp. Matt. v. 6. 

dikawos €orw] Righteousness is the 
sign of divine sonship (c. ii. 29). The 
‘doing righteousness’ reveals the cha- 
racter and does not create it. The 
man who is righteous is recognised by 
his actions. The personal character 
underlies the deeds. The form of the 
sentence may be compared with John 
ili. 31 he that is of the earth is of 
the earth and speaketh of .the earth. 

kaOads| sicut V., even as. Christ 
(ékeivos ¢. ii. 6 note) is the One Type 
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of righteousness. The Christian’s cal representative of mankind, Adam 


righteousness, like that of his Master, 
must extend to the fulness of life. 
Comp. v. 3; ii. 6; iv. 17; John xiii. 
Lex Veal ex Vila Ae 

Augustine (whom Bede transcribes) 
remarks on this comparison between 
the righteousness of the believer and 
the righteousness of Christ (see 2. 2): 
Videtis quia non semper sicut ad 
parilitatem et eequalitatem refertur... 
Habemus et nos imaginem Dei, sed 
non illam quam habet Filius zequalis 
Patri. 

Oixatds ear] ii. 29; iv. 17; v. 3 notes. 
Christ gave the complete example of 
the fulfilment of all man’s offices. 
In Him righteousness was and is the 
expression of love. 

8. The opposite to v. 7 is ex- 
pressed with characteristic variations 
in the parallelism : 

(a) 6 wm. rhv Sux. || 6 moray THY Gp. 

(b) Sikads éorw!| €k Tod diaB. eoriv. 

(c) KaOds é. 8. é. || brt...0 Sua B. ap. 

The spiritual affinity (b) is in the 
one case described by the personal 
character, in the other, directly ; while 
man’s character is shewn to be in each 
case though under different relations 
(xaOas, ore), a reflection of his spi- 
ritual master (c). 

6m. THY ap.| v. 4 note. 

ex tov diaB. éeoriv] ex (de, a, all.) 
diabolo est V., is of the devil, draws 
from him the ruling principles of his 
life, as his child. Comp. ii. 16 note; 
and Additional Note on v7 1. The 
phrase finds a parallel in was of the 
evil one, v. 12; and John viii. 44 ye 
are of your father, the devil. Com- 
pare ‘to be of the things below’ John 
viii. 23; to be of the world xvii. 16, &c., 
c. ii. 16. Additional Note on v. Io. 

It will be noticed that as St Paul 
traces back sin to the act of the typi- 


(Rom. v. 14; 1 Cor. xv. 22), so St 
John traces it back yet further to a 
spiritual origin. 

Augustine remarks that the devil 
is not treated in Scripture as the 
author of any being : Neminem fecit 
diabolus, neminem genuit, neminem 
creavit. Sed quicunque fuerit imi- 
tatus diabolum quasi de illo natus 
sit filius diaboli imitando non proprie 
nascendo, In this connexion it is re- 
markable that Origen, while he dis- 
tinctly notices that in relation to the 
devil St John says éoriv é« and not 
yeyévunrat ek (yeyevynevos early ex) (in 
Joh. xx. § 13, iv. 325), elsewhere gives 
ek Tov SuaBddov yeyevnrar (yeyevvntar) 
(Hom. ix. in Jer. § 4, iii. 181; Sch. in 
Jer. xii. 10, iii. 290; Hom. vi. in 
Lizech. § 3, iii. 377, Lat.) in quoting 
the verse freely. 

For St John’s teaching on the power 
of evil see Additional Note. 

6tt...dpaptdver] because he sinneth 
..-The force of the argument lies in 
the recognition of the state of things 
at the first dawn of human history. 
From the very beginning we see a 
power in action hostile to God. Be- 
tween these two, as between light and 
darkness, there can be no middle 
term. He who does not belong to 
the one belongs to the other. Cha- 
racter reveals the choice. The posi- 
tion of dw dpyjs at the beginning of 
the clause emphasises the thought. 
Contrast i. 1; ii, 7; iii. 11; and com- 
pare ii. 24 note. 

dn’ dpxis| ab initio V.,a primor- 
dio Tert., from the beginning. Comp. 
i. 1; ii. 7 notes. Sin exists before 
man. 

dpaprdver] sinneth. See v. 6 note. 
His sinful action is continuons and 
present: subjunxit verbum preesentis 
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temporis quia ex quo ab initio coepit 
diabolus peccare .nunquam desiit 
(Bede). 

eis rodro] In hoc V. (ideo, tdcirco 
all.), Unto this end, which has been 
included in the preceding clauses and 
is defined by what follows. 

epavepabn] See v. 5 note. 

6 vids rod Oeod] the Son of God. 
The title of dignity is now expressed 
for the first time in the Epistle to 
bring out the nature of the conflict (c. 
iv. 4). Hitherto the Christ has been 
spoken of under the title ‘the Son’ 
(ii. 22, 23, 24), or more fully ‘His (i.e. 
the Father’s) Son’ (i. 3). Hencefor- 
ward ‘the Son of God’ is His most 
common name (iv. 15; v. 5, 9 ff., 20). 
The spiritual adversary of man has 
a mightier spiritual antagonist. A 
second Adam answers to the first 
Adam : the Son of God to the devil. 

hvon| dissolvat V., solvat Aug, 
destroy. ‘The works of the devil’ are 
represented as having a certain con- 

' sistency, and coherence. They shew 
a kind of solid front. But Christ by 
His coming has revealed them in their 
complete unsubstantiality. He has 
‘undone’ the seeming bonds by which 
they were held together. 

The word Avew occurs literally in 
this sense Acts xxvii. 41. Comp. 
Eph. ii. 14; John ii. 19, and 2 Pet. iii. 
to—i2. Acts v. 38 (karadveuy). 

The transition to the figurative 
sense is seen in Acts xiii. 43 (AvOeions 
Ths cvvaywyns), li. 24. 

The two objects of the ‘manifesta- 
tion’ of Christ (wv. 5, 8) cover the 
whole work of redemption, ‘to take 
away sins,’ ‘to destroy the works of 
the devil.’ 

In this connexion ‘the works of the 
devil’ are gathered up in ‘sin’ which 
is their spring. This the devil has 
wrought in men and in the world, 


and men make his works their own. 
Comp. John viii. 41. These works 


, under different aspects are spoken of 


as ‘works of darkness’ (Rom. xiii. 12; 
Eph. v. 11), and ‘of the flesh’ (Gal. v. 
19). They stand opposed to ‘thé 
works of God’ (John ix. 3) and ‘the 
works of the Christ? (Matt. xi. 2). Au- 
gustine brings the thought of ‘de- 
stroying the works of the devil’ into 
connexion with man’s natural and spi- 
ritual births: Si cum nullo peccato 
nascimur, quid est quod cum infanti- 
bus ad baptismum curritur ut absol- 
vantur? Ergo duas nativitates at- 
tendite fratres, Adam et Christi... 
Nativitas illa trahit secum peccatum, 
nativitas ista liberat a peccato. 

g. The antagonism of the Christian 
to sin is now placed in its last and de- 
cisive aspect. Two things are aflfirm- 
ed of him: ‘he doeth no sin’ and ‘he 
cannot sin.’ The first fact follows 
from the permanence of the vital 
power by which he is animated. The 
second from the nature of that power, 
that it is of God. In the second case 
the x rod Geod is placed emphatically 
first; “he cannot sin, because it is of 
God, and of no other, that he hath 
been born.” 

O yeyevynpévos €k Tod Beot] gui na- 
tus est ex Deo V., that is born of God. 
Comp. ii. 29. The phrase occurs here 
first in the epistle in its full form. 
Comp. iv. 7, v. 1 (4), 18. 

John i. 13 (iii. 3, 5 ff). 

The exact form is important. The 
perfect (6 yeyevynuévos) marks not only 
the single act (aor. éyevriOnoav John 
1. 13; ce. Vv. 18) but the continuous 
presence of its efficacy. ‘He that 
hath been born and still remains a 
child of God’ See Additional Note 
on %. I. 

Guapriav ov moet] Compare ov. 4 
note. 
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omépua avtod] semen ipsius V., his 
seed, the principle of life which He 
has given continues to be the ruling 
principle of the believer’s growth. 
God gives, as it were, of Himself to 
the Christian. He does not only work 
upon him and leave him. The germ 
of the new life is that out of which 
the mature man will in due time be 
developed. Comp. John i. 13. 

The instrument by which this vital 
element is conveyed is ‘the ‘word’: 
James i. 18; 1 Pet. i. 23; Luke viii. 
12 il : 

The absence of the article (erépya 
not rd oépya) directs attention to 
the character of the divine principle 
and not to the divine principle com- 
municated in the particular case. See 
v. 10 note. 

ov Ovvarat ap.| he cannot sin. The 
ideas of divine sonship and sin are 
mutually exclusive. As long as the re- 
lationship with God is real (ér« é« Geod 
yeyev.) sinful acts are but accidents. 
They do not touch the essence of the 
man’s being. The impossibility of 
sinning in such a case lies in the moral 
nature of things. Comp. John vy. 19, 
30, xii. 39, xiv. 17, &c, 

Augustine again insists that the 
reference is to the great command- 
ment of love: Est quoddam peccatum 
quod non potest admittere ille qui 
natus est ex Deo, et quo non admisso 
solvuntur cetera, quo admisso confir- 
mantur cetera. Quod est hoc pec- 
catum ?. Facere contra mandatum 
Christi, contra testamentum novum 
(John xiii. 34). The explanation is 
true so far as love is the deter- 
mining element in the Christian cha- 
racter, 


G 
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3. The outward manifestation of 
the children of God (10—12). 


The ‘spiritual affinities of men- are 
shewn by two patent signs, righteous- 
ness and love (v. 10); and these signs 
correspond to two archetypal pat- 
terns, the Gospel, that is, the Life of 
Christ (v. 11), and the history of Cain 
(®. 12). 

10. Life reveals the children of 
God. They bear characteristic marks 
which stamp their action and their 
feeling, their conduct and the motive 
of their conduct. They embody right- 
eousness in deed. They acknowledge 
the ties which Christ has established 
among Christians and so potentially 
among men. They practically realise 
the law of man’s original constitution, 
and the law of man’s redemption. 

ev tovt@| in hoc V. (ex. hoc ¥.), in 
this, in this fact of the essential sin- 
lessness of the Christian’s life, which 
is followed out into its main aspects 
in the verse which follows (comp. c. 
ii. 3 note). . 

ta texva Tov Oeod| filii Det V., the 
children of God. See v. 1 note. 

St John divides the world sharply 
into twoclasses. Looking at the spiritual 
characteristics of life he admits no in- 
termediate class. For him there is 
only light and darkness, and no twi- 
light. He sees only ‘life’ and ‘death.’ 

avepa] manifesti V., manifestati 
Aug., manifest, so that all men may 
see what they are: Matt. xii. 16; Acts 
vii. 13; 1 Cor. xi. 19. That which is 
in its essence secret is thus revealed 
before the eyes of men. Comp. Mark 
iv. 22; 2 Cor. v. 10 f. 

ta téxva Tov SiaBodrov] jilid diaboli 
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V., the children of the devil. The 
phrase is unique. Compare Eph. ii. 3 
rexva voce opyfs. 2 Pet. ii. 14 ka- 
tapas téexva. And also: Matt. xiii. 38 
of viot Tov movnpod ; XXiii, 15 vids yeév- 
vns ; Acts xiii. 10 vié dvaBodov. 

mas 6 py 7. 0.) Every one... Com- 
pare v. 3 note. By expressing the 
characterisation of Divine sonship in 
a negative form, St John enforces the 
necessary universality of the condi- 
tion which he lays down, and gives a 
pointed warning against those who 
trusted in the Christian name. It is 
not only true that every one that 
doeth righteousness ‘hath been born 
of God’ (ii-29) and ‘is of God’ (3 John 
11) and shares the character of Christ 
(v. 7), but it is true also that to do 
righteousness is a necessity for him 
who is of God. A Christian must be 
active and not passive only. To fail 
either in deed or in word (c. iv. 3 8 yy 
oporoyet) is fatal to the reality of the 
divine connexion. 

6 py totoy Sex.] gui non est Justus 
V. (qui non facit justitiam F.), that 
doeth not righteousness. It has been 
already noticed (v. 7 note) that the 
phrase used here is different from 
that used in v. 7, ii. 29. Here ‘right- 
eousness’ (d:karoovyn) expresses that 
which bears a particular character: in 
the former passage ‘righteousness’ 
‘expresses the idea realised in its com- 
pleteness. The same general distinc- 
tion is to be observed in the use of 
other like words in the Hpistle: azap- 
tia 0Y. 5, 9, V. 16 f.; 7) auapria wv. 4, 
8; ayarn iv. 8, 16; 7 ayamn (il. 5, 15), 
iii, 16, iv. 7, 10, 12, 16 ff. (v. 3); Con 
©. 15, ¥. 1, 13,16, 20; 7 Con.1. 2, ii. 
25, lii. 14, V. 123 aAndeva 3 John 3; 
7 adndea i. 6, 8, ii. 4, 21, iii. 19, iv. 6, 
v.6; 2 John 1,2; 3 John 8, 

The full force of the article will also 


? 


be felt in the following places: i. 6 év 


roa , os > a pin alee « 
TO okoret, li, 9 evo Hort, lil. 4 7 


dvopia, iv. 18 17 yAdoon, V. 10 THY 
papruplapy (v.21 trav eiddAov). On the 
other hand the absence of the article 
in the following places is significant : 
in ii, 18 éoydrn pa, 0. 9 oméppa. 
From the nature of the case anar- 
throus forms occur in predicates 
and negative sentences: yet see iii. 
ASENO: 

ouk @. é€. tT. 6.| Comp. iv. 3 note; 
Additional Note on 2. 1. 

kat 6 py dy. 7. ad.| and he that loveth 
not his brother. Comp. ii. 10 note. 
This clause is not a mere explanation 
of that which precedes but the ex- 
pression of it in its highest Christian 
form. Righteousness involves the ful- 
filment of all law, of relations to God 
and to man, both personally and 
socially. The love of Christian for 
Christian, resting on the sense of a 
divine fellowship (c. i. 3) carries for- 
ward to its loftiest embodiment the 
righteousness which man can reach. 

Augustine says in striking words 
which were adopted by Bede: Quid- 
quid vis habe ; hoc solum [caritatem] 
non habeas: nihil tibi prodest. Alia 
si non habeas hoc habe, et implesti 
legem. 

11,12. The revelation of character 
is traced back to the type given in 
the portraiture of the first fulfilment 
of man’s ideal in the Gospel, and of 
the first sin after the Fall. 

II. ért...] Because... The whole 
aim of the Gospel is the creation and 
strengthening of love. To this Christ’s 
life of sacrifice pointed from first to 
last. The record of His life is the 
message of the Gospel. 

n dyyedia] adnuntiatio V., manda- 
tum ¥., repromissio (émayyedia) Luef., 
the message. Comp. i. 5 note. 


III. 12] 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN. 


107 


ykovcaTe am apXNs, va dyarwmev adAnjAous* "ov Ka- 
O@ws Kalv ék tov qovnpou Hv Kal éopagcev Tov ddedpoy 
avTou Kal xapw Tivos éopagey aitov; OT Ta Epya 
avToU Tovnpa jv, Ta OE TOD ddeAHoU avTou Sikaa. 


an’ apxis| from the beginning. See 
ii. 7 note. The first tidings of Chris- 
tianity contain this lesson. 

iva dyaropev aAX.] ut diligatis al- 
terutrum V.,diligamus invicem Aug., 
that we love one another... The 
words do not simply give the con- 
tents of the message, but its aim, its 
purpose. The fundamental declara- 
tion of Christ’s Life and Work is 
directed to this end, that men should 
be moved by it to self-sacrifice. For 
this use of iva see v. 233 iv. 21; 
John xiii, 34; xv. 12, 17. The par- 
ticle not unfrequently expresses an 
effort or an aim suggested by the 
words which precede: c. v. 3; iv. 
17; 2 John 6; Johniv. 34; vi. 29; 
viii. 56; xv. 13; xvii. 3. Sometimes 
it indicates a divine purpose which is 
not at once obvious: v. 1; i.9; John 
IG 2 3s KVie 2, 32 

The phrase ‘to love one another’ 
(v. 23 note) differs in shade of mean- 
ing from ‘loving the brethren’ (v. 14). 
‘Loving one another’ expresses the 
full social energy of the Christian 
life: ‘loving the brethren’ points to 
the personal feeling of one towards 
the body. 

12. ov kabos...| not as..; The con- 
struction is irregular and elliptical. 
Comp. John vi. 58. The clause with- 
out the negative would have run on 
naturally with v. 10 ...‘that loveth 
not his brother, even as Cain was of 
the evil one and slew his brother.’ 
Cain shewed his dependence on the 
devil by want of love and hatred 
of righteousness. But the insertion 
of v. 11, the positive rule of Chris- 
tians, leads to the insertion of the 
negative before the typical example 
of the opposite character. ‘We do 
not (or We shall not) present the 


type of selfishness, even as Cain was 
of the evil one...’ ‘The case is not 
with us as it was with Cain; he 
was of the evil one...’ The use of 
the direct negative ov requires that 
the sentence should be treated as 
independent and not connected with 
iva (unde Spyev €k tod movnpov Kabas 
Kaiv...). 

The history of the first death na- 
turally attracted wide attention as 
presenting in a representative and im- 
pressive form the issues of selfishness, 
self-will, sin. Comp. Jude 11; Heb. 
xi. 4; xii. 24. Philo discusses the 
history in a special book. In Clem. 
Hom. iii. 25 itis said of Cain: doveds 
qv Kat Yevorns kal pera duapTiav jnov- 
xalew pnd€e emi rH dpyeww Oéhov. 

€k Tov Tovnpov nv] ex maligno erat 
V., was of the evil one. Comp. v. 8 éx 
tov dStaBodov éeoriv note; li. 13 Tov 
movnpov note, The name is chosen 
here in order to connect the works of 
Cain (sovnpa jv) with their spiritual 
source, 

éoghakev] occidit V., slew. The word 
occurselsewhere in the N.T. only in the 
Apocalypse. It expresses properly the 
slaughter of a victim. Here it seems 
to point to the deliberate determina- 
tion of the murder. 

kal xdpw tivos...| eb propter quid 
V., and wherefore... This unusual 
mode of expression appears to be 
adopted in order to bring out sharply 
that the murder of a brother came 
from hatred of righteousness (comp. 
v.17). Cain lost practical sympathy 
with his brother; and so in the end 
he slew him. 

This use of ydpw occurs in this 
place only in the writings of St John. 
Elsewhere in the N. T. it stands (as 
generally) after its case. It expresses 
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commonly an object aimed at (Eph. absence of life but of the destruction 


dior, 04a Dima ven 4s Galoliieatos 
Lgtft. &c.), but also an antecedent 
ground (Luke vii. 47). 

ért...] because... The explanation 
given is an interpretation of the his- 
tory in Gen. iv. The sacrifices (Heb. 
xi. 4) answered to the characters of 
the brothers, and God’s judgment 
upon them gave occasion for the open 
revelation of character which fol- 
lowed. 

Augustine traces the temptation of 
Cain to envy: Qui invidet non amat. 
Peccatum diaboli est in illo... Cecidit 
enim et invidit stanti. Non ideo vo- 
luit dejicere ut ipse staret sed ne 
solus caderet. 


III. Brorgernoop in Curist anp 
THE HATRED OF THE WORLD (iii. 
13—24). 

There appear to be three main di- 
visions of the section: 

1. Hatred and love (13—15). 

2. The manifestation of love (16 

—18). 

3. The fruit of love (19—24). 


St John starts from the thought of 
hatred as the characteristic of the 
world. Over against this is love, the 
necessary sign of the presence of the 
new life of Christians. This love must 
be moulded on the pattern of Christ’s 
sacrifice, and extend to the fulness of 
life. And the fruit of love is confidence, 
which issues in perfect sympathy. 


1. Hatred and love (13—15). 


The thought of Cain leads to the 
consideration of the Cain-like charac- 
ter. Hatred is the mark of the world, 
which is ‘dead’ (13). Love among 
Christians is the sign of a new life 
(14). And consequently hatred among 
Christians is the sign not only of the 


» 


of life (15). 

13.. Love has been presented as 
the necessary mark of the Christian. 
Still it is met by hatred. This how- 
ever cannot but be so. Love is the 
sign of a change from death to life. 
They who remain in death must shew 
their real nature (hatred) towards the 
living. Terrible as Cain’s history is, 
it is still realised in essence. 

_ py Oavpacere] nolite mirari V., 
Marvel not. For the thought com- 
pare John xv. 18 ff, xvi. 1 ff 

The words occur again John y. 28, 
and in another form John iii. 7 pu 
Oavpdons. The latter place is the only 
example in the Gospel or Epistles 
(John xix. 24 is not strictly parallel) 
of the imperative construction of py 
with aor. subj. which occurs more fre- 
quently than the construction with 
pres. imp. in the Apocalypse (vi. 6, vii. 
3, X. 4, Xi. 2, xxii. 10). A comparison 
of John iii-7 with the present passage 
brings out the difference of meaning 
in the two constructions. There the 
thought is of the special feeling a- 
roused by the single statement, here 
of the continuous feeling stirred by 
the whole temper of men (comp. ii. 
15, iv. 1). Comp. 1 Pet. ii. 17; John 
ii. 16 note. 

For davpagewv ei see Mark xy. 44. 

adedpoi] brethren. This is the only 
place in the Epistle where this title of 
address is used (ii. 7 isa false reading). 
It contains an implicit argument. By 
emphasising the new relation in which 
Christians stand one to another it im- 
plies that this position of necessary 
mutual affection is characteristic of 
them as distinguished from other men 
(‘the world’). The title is common 
in St James (ddeAdol, ddedpoi pov), 
and not unfrequent in St Paul and in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. Itis not 
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found in the first Epistle of St Peter 
or St Jude. 

The three forms which St John 
borrows from the family to express 
Christian relations preserve each their 
proper meaning. ‘Brethren’ expresses 
the idea of Christian equality in virtue 
of the common life: ‘Children’ (rexvia) 
that of spiritual dependence in the 
order of the new life with the pros- 
pect of growth: ‘Little ones’ (aa:d/a) 
that of subordination and immaturity. 
In contrast with these ‘Beloved’ is 
simply the personal manifestation of 
feeling. 

ei pucet] si odit V., if...hateth you. 
This is assumed as a fact (comp. ec. iv. 
II; v. 9; John xy. 18); and by the 
order the stress is thrown here upon 
the verb and not (as in John xiv. 
18 ff.) upon the pronoun or the sub- 
ject. Hatred is characteristic of ‘the 
world’ (mundus V., hic mundus F.). 

I4. pets oidayev] nos scimus V. 
We (jpets) as distinguished from the 
world, know by the essential nature 
of our faith, by our own inward experi- 
ence.... The fact that we are conscious 
of a love for Christians as Christians 
is a proof to us that we have entered 
upon a new life: that we now first 
truly live. The passage has been 
made: the new sphere of being has 
been gained. Life is not future but 
present. Compare the simple oidayey 
Woh ay Be 

peraBcBnxapev] translati sumus V., 
have passed... Comp. John v, 24 (xiii. 
1). This love was indeed the accept- 
ance in faith of Christ’s ‘word?’ (e. ii. 
ey Sil, TRI). 

€x Tov O.cis tny ¢.| de morte in vitam 
V., out of death into life. Death and 
life are regarded as the two spheres 
in which men move, and they are pre- 
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sented in their substantive fulness 
‘the death which is truly death, ‘the 
life which is truly life’ (6 @dvaros, 7 
(on). “O Odvaros is found here and 
in the following clause in St John’s 
Epistles ; in the Gospel it occurs only 
in the parallel v. 24 (xi. 13 is different). 
‘O @dvaros is personified in Apoc. i. 18, 
Vi, Op 1x6) XX, FPE(xkiod): Compare 
Acts ii. 24; Rom. yv. r2 ff., viii. 2; 1 
Cor. xv. 21 ff.; 2 Cor. iv, 12; 2 Tim. i 
10 (opposed to (oy); Heb. ii. 14. For 
7} ¢on compare i. 2 note; John vy. 24; 
Matt. vii. 14, xviii. 8 f., xix. 17; (Mark 
ix. 43, 45); Acts iii. 15; 2 Cor. v. 4. 
The depth of the expression is lost 
both in Latin and in English. 

‘To enter into life’ (ciced. ets my ¢.)is 
a phrase characteristic of St Matthew 
(xviii. 8f., xix. 17; comp. vii. 14) and 
of St Mark (ix. 43, 45). In this 
largest sense ‘life’ (7) ¢w7) is the fulfil- 
ment of the highest idea of being: 
perfect truth in perfect action. Com- 
pare 2 Tim. i. Io karapynoavros pev 
tov Oavarov wricavros dé Cony Kai 
dpOapciay, where'in the second mem- 
ber the thought is of ‘life’ in the 
abstract and not of the Christian ful- 
filment of the whole conception of life. 

Ort...0TL...] guoniam...quoniam... 
V., that...because... Active love is the 
sign of life and not the ground of life. 
Comp. Luke vii. 47. The connexion 
is ‘we know because...’ and not ‘we 
have passed because...’, 

tous a0.] the brethren. The simple 
phrase (3 John 5, 10) is more expres- 
sive than ‘our brethren.’ This is the 
only place in which the exact words 
occur (dy. rods ddeAdovs). Elsewhere 
St John says dy. addAnovus (v. Ir note). 
*Ay. Tov ad. occurs ii, 10; iii. 10; iv. 
20. 
See Additional Note. 
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In view of the imperfection of 
Christians Augustine says: Viget 
[gloria caritatis] sed adhuce in hieme: 
viget radix sed quasi aridi sunt rami. 
Intus est medulla que viget, intus 
sunt folia arborum, intus fructus ; sed 
eestatem expectant. 

6 py dyanav] qui non diligit V., 
he that loveth not. The omission of 
his brother, according to the true 
text, strengthens the thought. The 
feeling is regarded in its completest 
form. 

pever ev to O.| abideth ( permanet 
F.) in death. There is a moral vis 
inertie. Itis not said that he dies. 
Death is his natural state. It fol- 
lows that love and life are convertible 
terms. 

Compare John iii. 36. 

15. The hatred of ‘the world’ can 
cause no marvel: it is, in a certain 
sense, natural. But hatred may find 
place among ‘the brethren’ (ii. 9, 11). 
There are Cains in the new family. 
Such hatred is essentially identical 
with murder, not simply as being the 
first step towards it but as involving 
the same moral position. It is more- 
over in the man himself the destruc- 
tion of that life which is love. 

mas 6...| every one that... though 
he bear the name of Christ. Comp. 
c. iii. 3. 

dvOpwroxrovos| homicida V., mur- 
derer. The word is used of the devil, 
John viii. 44. Among men Cain is 
the type. 

oidare| ye know. Comp. c. v. 18 
note. 

mas...ovk... | Comp. ii, 19 note. 

mas avOpwmoxrovos| Omnis inquit 
homicida: scilicet non solum ille qui 
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ferro verum et ille qui odio fratrem 
insequitur (Bede). 

ovk exer ¢. ai. ev adt@ pév.] hath not 
eternal life abiding in him. The 
addition of the last words brings out 
the thought that ‘eternal life’ must 
(under the circumstances of our present 
life) be a continuous power, and a com- 
municated gift (comp. John vi. 53). 

The whole phrase is unique. Else- 
where ‘the. word’ (ii. 14; John v. 38; 
comp. xv. 7), the ‘unction’ (ii. 27), ‘the 
seed of God’ (iii. 9), ‘the love of God’ 
(iii. 17), ‘the truth’ (2 John 2), are 
said to ‘abide’ in the believer; and so 
also God (. 24, iv. 12, 13, 15f) and 
Christ (John vi. 56, xv. 5). Hven to 
the last man has not ‘life in himself’ 
This is the divine prerogative alone. 


2. The manifestation of love (wv. 
16—18), 


It has been shewn that love is the 
sign of the Christian life. It is now 
shewn that love must be fashioned 
after the pattern of Christ who made 
it known in sacrifice (v. 16). Such 
love extends to the common inter- 
course of life (v. 17); and must be at 
once active and real (v. 18). 

16. év roirm] In this, see ¢. ii. 3 
note. The truth which has been 
enunciated, the self-sacrificing charac- 
ter of love, as opposed to the murder- 
ous character of hatred, opens the way 
to the most complete revelation of love. 
The ‘this, as elsewhere, looks both 
backwards and forwards, 

eyvexapev| cognovimus V., cognosci- 
mus Aug., we know as the result of 
divine teaching: we have learnt and 
now hold the lesson for ever. This 
knowledge of experience is contrasted 
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with the knowledge of intuition (o?- 
Oare) in &. 15. Comp. John xv. 13. 
éxeivos| He. See ii. 6 note. 

THY uxnv avrov conker] animam 
suam posuit V., laid down His life. 
The phrase is peculiar to St John, 
John x. 11 (note), 15, 17 ff., xiii. 37 ff., 
KVo13: 

The image appears to be that of 
divesting oneself of a thing (John xiii. 
4). Compare ‘animam ponere, ‘de- 
ponere.’ 

kal nets opeiAouev] and we ought... 
as a consequence of this knowledge ; 
but St John regards the duty as in- 
cluded in the knowledge (and we 
ought) and not as logically deduced 
from it (wherefore we ought). Comp. 
v. 3. The obligation lies in the per- 
ception of the relation in which we 
stand to one another and to Christ. 
That which constrains us is not only 
His example, but the truth which 
that example reveals. Comp. 2. 7. 
For ddeidoper see ii. 6 note. Ignatius 
speaking of himself in the spirit of 
this passage says to the Ephesians: 
avripvxoy vpav eyd (ad Eph. xxt.). 
The words addressed by St John to 
the young Robber sound like an echo 
of it: av déy Tov cov Oavaroy éxdy d7o- 
EVO, OS 6 Kupuos Tov vmép nuav: vméep 
cov THY Woxnv dyTiddcw THY éunv 
(Euseb. 7. £. iii. 23). 

17. St John turns from considering 
the greatness of our obligation to notice 
the ordinary character of failure. By 
the transition he suggests that there 
is a danger in indulging ourselves in 
lofty views which lie out of the way of 
common experience. We may there- 
fore try ourselves by a far more home- 
ly test. The question is commonly 


not of dying for another but of com- 
municating to another the outward 
means of living. If we are found 
wanting here, we need look no further 
for judgment. 

ds & ay &xn]| Qui habuerit V. Comp. 
ii. 5 note. 

tov Biov tod Koopov] substantiam 
vite V., facultates mundi Aug., the 
life of the world ‘the substance of 
the world’ as contrasted with ‘life 
eternal’ (x. 15). Comp. Luke xv. 12 
(rév Biov), The phrase includes all 
the endowments which make up our 
earthly riches, wealth, station, intellect. 
It has been finely said of a great 
teacher that ‘he was tender to dulness 
as to all forms of poverty.’ 

Oewp7| behold as a spectacle on 
which he allows his eyes to rest. This 
is the only place where the verb oc- 
curs in St John’s Epistles ; and else- 
where in the Epistles it is found only 
in Heb, vii. 4. Comp. Apoe. xi. 11 f. 
The word is common in the Gospel of 
St John and is always used with its 
full meaning. See John ii. 23 note. 

xpelav exovra] necesse habere V., 
egere ¥., esurientem, egentem Aug. 
The inadequate rendering of the Vul- 
gate is suggested by ii. 27. See note 
there for the absolute use of xp. ¢yeuw. 

KAgion Ta OTA. | Clauserit viscera sua 
ab eo V., close his heart from him so 
that the destitute brother can find no 
access to his sympathy. The phrase ‘to 
close the heart’ is apparently unique. 
It expresses the interposition of a 
barrier between the sufferer and the 
tender feelings of his brother. Com- 
pare Ps. Ixxvii. 10 (MN PDP cuvéyerw 
Tovs OlKTippovs LXX.). Ta omdAdyxva is 
found here only in the writings of St 
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John (it occurs in St Luke and St 
Paul). 

ros...;| how doth...2 The interro- 
gative construction is similar to that 
in v. 12. 

7 a, tod 6.| caritas dei V., dilectio 
Dei Aug., the love of God, the love of 
which God is at once the object and 


the author and the pattern. Comp. 
li. 5 note. 

péver| abide...as a continuous active 
power. Comp. 2. I5. 


18. rexvia] Liliolt V., Little chil- 
dren. The word of address is changed 
(v. 13). The father now pleads with 
those who draw their being from him. 

py... Adyo pndé tH yr.] not...with 
word...neither with the tongue, in 
theory as opposed to action; with 
mere outward expression as opposed 
to the genuine movement of our whole 
being. 

hoyo...ev epy@...] with word...in 
deed... The slight change of construc- 
tion marks the difference between the 
instrument and the sphere of the mani- 
festation of love. It must find scope 
in our true and full life. For ev ¢pyo 
kai aA. compare John iv. 23f. ev 
mvevpate Kal adnbeia. 

“If love depends on a word, when 
the word ceaseth the love ceaseth. 
Such was the love of Balak and Ba- 
laam’ (Jalkut Reub. 145. 4: Schoett- 
gen). The passage quoted from Aboth 
v. 22 is wholly different in sense. 


3. The fruit of love (vv. 1 9—24). 

As St John has spoken of the ne- 
cessity and of the pattern of love, so 
now he goes on to speak of its fruit. 
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The fruit of love is confidence. Such 
confidence stills the condemnation 
which the heart pronounces against 
the believer (vv. 19, 20). It finds 
its expression in prayers, which are 
necessarily answered, because they are 
the voice of obedient love (wv. 2I—23). 
It issues in the fulness of sympathy 
(v. 24). 

19. év tovt@] In this, the con- 
sciousness of active and sincere love 
of the brethren, resting upon and 
moulded by the love of Christ. 

yroodpeba] cognoscemus V .,we shall 
know, perceive. The future expresses 
the dependence of the knowledgeupon 
the fulfilment of the specified condi- 
tion. Again it is to be noticed that 
the knowledge which comes through 
outward experience stands in contrast 
with the knowledge which belongs to 
the idea of faith v. 14 (otdapev). 

ex THs an. éopev| ex veritate sumus 
V., are of the truth, draw the power 
of our being from the Truth as its 
source. Comp. ii. 21. Christ Himself 
is revealed as the Truth, in Whom the 
right relations of man to man and to 
God and to the world are perfectly 
presented (comp. John xviii. 37). So 
far then as the Christian is like Him, 
he is ‘of the truth” The conception 
of being ‘a child of the Truth’ is dif- 
ferent from that of being ‘a child of 
God, though practically the two are 
identical. In the latter case the 
thought is of the presence of the divine 
principle as divine: in the former, of 
the fulfilment of all the offices of man. 

kal €umpoobev avrod...] and, as a 
consequence of the knowledge of our 
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complete dependence upon the Truth, 
we shall assure our hearts before Him, 
ie. in the presence of God. The an- 
tecedent is supplied by the reader. 
The simple pronoun (avrés) naturally 
describes the one Sovereign Lord, 
just as the isolating and defining pro- 
noun (ékeivos) describes Christ. 

The phrase ‘before Him’ (in con- 
spectu ejus V.,coram ipso Aug.) stands 
emphatically first in order to mark 
the essential character of the Christian 
life. It is lived out in the very sight 
of God. The believer feels himself to 
be always before His eyes. In that 
Presence (comp. ii. 28) if not before, 
he comes to find what he is. Comp. 
2 Cor. v. 10 (pavepwOjvac); 1 Thess. 
i, 13: 

Teloopev...0Tt av KATAYLVOTKN...OTL 
peiCov...mavra] suademus (suadeamus, 
suadebimus) quoniam si reprehende- 
rit nos (male senserit Aug.) cor nos- 
trum major est Deus corde nostro et 
novit omnia V., (we) shall assure our 
heart before Him whereinsoever our 
heart condemn us, because...God is 
greater than our heart and knoweth 
all things. The many conflicting in- 
terpretations of this passage spring 
out of the different translations of (1) 
the verb reicoper, and (2) the double 
conjunction or relative dre (6 71). 

1. Thus if we take the sense per- 
suade for the verb, there are two 
groups of renderings possible: the 
first (a) in which the clauses which 
follow give the substance of that of 
which we are satisfied; and the se- 
cond (8) in which this substance is 
supposed to be supplied by the reader. 

(a) In the first case there are two 
possible views : 

(a) The second 67. may be simply 
resumptive: We shall persuade our 
heart, that, if our heart condemn us, 
that, I say, God is greater... 


W. 


(d) Or the first é7. may be taken as 
the relative: We shall persuade our 
heart, whereinsoever our heart con- 
demn us, that God is greater... 

Against both these interpretations 
it may be urged, as it seems with de- 
cisive force, that the conclusion is not 
one which flows naturally from the 
premiss. The consciousness of a sin- 
cere love of the brethren does not 
furnish the basis of the conviction of 
the sovereign greatness of God. 

(8) If the substance of that of which 
we shall be persuaded is mentally sup- 
plied, as, ‘that we are of the truth, 
or ‘that our prayers are heard,’ there 
are again two possible interpretations: 

(a) The second é71 may be taken as 
resumptive in the sense because: (we 
shall persuade ourselves)...because if 
our heart condemn us, because I say 
God ts greater... 

(6) Or again the first dr may be 
taken as the relative: we shall per- 
suade ourselves...whereinsoever our 
heart condemn us, because God is 
greater... 

Itappears to be a fatal objection to 
both these views that just that has to 
be supplied which the sense given to 
the verb leads the reader to expect to 
be clearly expressed. And further it 
may be remarked that while the use 
of a resumptive oz: is quite intelligible 
after the introduction of a consider- 
able clause it is very unnatural after 
the insertion of a few words. 

2. If on the other hand the verb 
be taken in the sense ‘we shall assure,’ 
‘we shall still and tranquillise the 
fears and misgivings of our heart,’ 
there are yet two modes of completing 
the sentence: 

(a) The second 67 may be taken as 
resumptive in the sense of because: 
we shall assure our hearts, because if 
our heart condemn us, because, I say, 
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God is greater. Such a resumptive 
use of the particle has however been 
shewn to be very harsh. 

(8) There remains then the adop- 
tion of dru as the relative: We shall 
assure our heart, whereinsoever our 
heart condemn us, because God %s 
greater... 

This sense falls in completely with 
the context and flows naturally from 
the Greek. 

But an ambiguity still remains. In 
what sense is the superior greatness 
of God to be understood? Is it the 
ground of our exceeding need? or of 
our sure confidence? Both interpre- 
tations can be drawn from the words. 
(1) We shall then, and then only, still 
our heart, in whatsoever it may con- 
demn us, because we know that the 
judgment of God must be severer than 
our own judgment, and so apart from 
fellowship with Him we can have no 
hope. Or (2) We shall then still our 
heart in whatsoever it may condemn 
us, because we are in fellowship with 
God, and that fact assures us of His 
sovereign mercy. The latter sense 
seems to be required by the whole 
context. See below. 

meioouev] The nearest parallel in 
the N. T. to the sense of the word 
which has been adopted here is Matt. 
XXvili. 14. Comp. 2 Mace. iv. 45. 

Thv Kapdiav| our heart, the seat of 
the moral character. It occurs only 
in this passage in the Epistles of St 
John, Comp. Rom. ii. 15; Eph. i. 18. 

The singular (which St John always 
uses in the Gospel and Hpistle) fixes 
the thought upon the personal trial in 
each case. See Additional Note. 

20. 
words balance the ‘all things’ which 


drt é€av] whereinsoever. The © 
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follows. The form drz édv does not 
occur as the true text elsewhere in 
N. T. (Col. iii. 23 6 éav), but always 
ore dy (John ii. 5, xiv. 13, xv. 16). This 
however does not appear to be a deci- 
sive objection. In John ii.5, xv. 16 
eay is an early variant (SA). 

kataywookn| reprehenderit V.,~ 
male senserit Aug., condemn. The 
word is used of the internal judgment 
of conscience (Hcclus. xiv. 2) as dis- 
tinguished from the formal sentence 
of the judge (xaraxpiva). 

Comp. Gal. ii. 11. 

peifav €. 6 0. Ths kK. 7.] major est 
Deus corde nostro V., God is greater 
than our heart, justly able to sway 
and control it. He is the Supreme * 
Sovereign over the whole man. No- 
thing in man can stand against His 
judgment and will. The context re- 
quires that this sovereignty should be 
regarded under the aspect of love, as 
exercised for the calming of human 
doubts. The supposition that ‘greater’ 
means more searching and authorita- 
tive in condemnation than the heart 
is at variance with the tenor of the 
passage and also with the natural sense 
of ‘greater, 

ywooke r.] novit omnia V., know- 
eth all things, watches (to use human 
language) the course and spring of 
action (John ii. 25 note), not only this 
failure and that on which the heart 
dwells, but these and all else, and 
with this knowledge offers us His 
love and assures us of it. , 

Thus the meaning of the whole 
passage will be: The sense within us 
of asincere love of the brethren, which 
is the sign of God’s presence with US, 
will enable us to stay the accusations 
of our conscience, whatever they may 
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be, because God, who gives us the 
love, and so blesses us with His fellow- 
ship, is greater than our heart; and 
He, having perfect knowledge, for- 
gives all on which the heart sadly 
dwells, 

21. dyarnroi] Carissimi V., Dilec- 
tissimi Aug. Comp. c.ii. 7 note. The 
tender address follows naturally from 
the thought of the fears and hopes of 
Christians. The sense of misgiving 
(the condemnation of the heart) and 
the sense of duty done (the acquittal 
of the heart) severally involve special 
applications of the divine revelation. 
In the one case this revelation brings 
assurance, and in the other effectual 
prayer. 

eav 7 KapOia pu) Katay.| st cor n. 
non reprehenderit V., (male senserit 
Aug.), if our heart condemn us not. 
This evidently is the converse case to 
‘if our heart condemn us.’ It does 
not imply a claim to sinlessness, nor 
yet an insensibility to the heinousness 
of sin, but the action of a lively faith 
which retains a real sense of fellow- 
ship with God, and this carries with it 
confidence and peace. 

The change in the order of the 
words in the parallel clauses marks a 
change of emphasis. In the first 
clause stress is laid on the fact of 
condemnation (dri eav Karaywocky 7 
xapota): in the second on the moral 
faculty which pronounces no con- 
demnation (edy 7) Kapdia p) Karay.). 

mappnoiay éxopev| fiduciam ha- 
bemus V., we have confidence, so as 
to express without reserve all our 
wants. Compare CV 14) (ii, 28, iv. 

17); John vii. 4 note. The thought 
here is of the boldness with which the 


accipiemus vg the syrhl. 


AauBdvwwer A: comp. for similar con- 


am’ av. SABC: rap’ av. S. 


son appears before the Father, and 
not of that with which the accused 
appears before the Judge. 

mpos tT. 0.| ad Deum V., towards 
God. Compare Acts xxiv. 16; Rom. 
iv. 2 (pds 6.), Vv. 1; 2 Cor. iii. 4; Phil. 
iv. 6. 

22. kal 0 av airdper] et guodcunque 
petierimus V., and whatsoever we 
ask... The expression of our wants is 
followed by the satisfying of them. 
The words describe the actual present 
experience of the believer (airdmev) 
and the assertion is absolute. Every 
prayer is granted. But Augustine 
rightly adds: Discernamus exaudi- 
tiones Dei. Invenimus enim quosdam 
non exauditos ad voluntatem exau- 
ditos ad salutem ; et rursus quosdam 
invenimus exauditos ad voluntatem 
et non exauditos ad salutem. 

Here the thought is of the actual 
perception of the gift by the believer 
in time (AapBavopev): in St Mark xi. 
24 (édaBere) the thought is of the 
divine response in the eternal order. 
For Xap. aro see ¢. ii. 27 note. 

étt...Tnpodpev| because we keep... 
Obedience is not alleged as the ground 
but as the assurance of the fulfilment. 
The answer to prayer is given not as 
a reward for meritorious action, but 
because the prayer itself rightly un- 
derstood coincides with God’s will 
(comp. John viii. 29, xi. 42). Thesole 
object of the believer is todo thorough- 
ly the part which has been assigned 
to him: his petitions are directed to 
this end and so are necessarily granted. 
Comp. John xv. 7. 

Tnpodpev...movovper | keep...do... The 
eyes of the believer are turned watch- 
fully to. discern (rnpodpev) the will of 
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God for the future, and at the present 
he is engaged in executing that which 
is pleasing to Him. Under this two- 
fold aspect right action is presented 
both as a work of obedience and as a 
work of freedom, as enjoined and also 
as spontaneous. 

For the sense of rypeiv see John 
xvii. 12 note, and for rypeiy r. evr. ©. 
ii. 3 note. Typety and soreiy occur 
again together in v. 2, 3. 

Ta dpeotal ca gue sunt placita V., 
the things that are pleasing... not 
simply ‘ things pleasing,’ but definitely 
those which correspond with our po- 
sition and duty. 

Compare John viii. 29. 

éveériov avtov| coram ¢€0 V., in His 
sight. Comp. Hebr. xiii. 21; Acts iv. 
19; 1 Pet. iii. 4; 1 Tim.v. 4. 

The slight shade of difference be- 
tween eumpoobev avrod (0. 19) and éeve- 
mov avrov seems to be expressed by 
the phrases ‘in His presence’ and ‘in 
His sight. The latter phrase ac- 
centuates the thought of the Divine 
regard. Comp. John xii. 37 (um. ad.) 
and xx. 30 (évoir. T. p.). 

23. Kal avrn é.7) évt. av.| And...his 
commandment. The ‘things that are 
pleasing,’ the many ‘commandments’ 
are summed up in one commandment, 
which includes faith and practice, the 
power of action and the form of ac- 
tion, faith and love. Comp, ii. 4 f.; 2 
John 6. 

7 evToAy...iva,..] Comp. John xiii. 
BUG SOG OS ep 

wa muorevooper...| that we believe 

. Faith also is a work, John vi. 29, 
and therefore the proper object of 
command; and it may be regarded 
either as unceasingly continuous and 
progressive (muorevopev) or as exer- 
cised at a critical moment when the 
whole tenour of life is determined 
(morevdooper). This is the first place 


» 


in the Epistle in which the exercise 
of faith is mentioned. Afterwards 
miorevo occurs not unfrequently. 

On the whole the reading morev- 
copev is the more likely here. In this 
case the decisive act of faith is treated 
as the foundation of the abiding work 
of love; at the same time the pre- 
sent miorevopev gives an excellent 
sense, faith and love being presented 
as simultaneous in their present de- 
velopment. 

The tenses of the verb (marevo) ap- 
pear to be used with significant ex- 
actness by St John; and the instances 
of the occurrence of the different 
forms will repay examination. 

1 Present: the immediate, con- 
tinuous exercise of faith : 

John x. 38 (dat.), vi. 29, xvi. 9 (eis), 
XX. 31 (671), iv. 42, x. 25 f., xii. 39 
(xix. 35), XX. 31 (abs.). 

imper.: John iv. 21, x. 37, xiv. 11; 
1 John iv. 1 (dat.); John xii. 36, 
xiv. 1 (eis). 

partic. (6 morevav, of micrevorres): 
John v. 24; 1 John v. 10 (dat.); 
John iii. 16, 18, 36, vi. 35, 40, 47, 
Vil. 38 f., xi. 25 f., xii. 44, 46, xiv. 
2, xvii. 20; 1 John vy. 10, 13 (eis), 
1 John v. 1,5 (dre); John iii. 15, 
vi. 64 (abs.). 

2 Imperfect : the continuous exer- 

cise of faith in the past: 
John v. 46 (dat.), vii. 5, xii. 11, 37 
(cis). 

3 Aorist: the definite, decisive act 
of faith : 

John ii. 22, iv. 50, vi. 30, x. 38; 1 

J ohn iii, 23 (dat.); John ii, 1 1,23, 

lv. 39, Vil. 31, 48, viii. 30, ix. 36, 

X. 42, Xi. 45, xii. 42 (eds); Jobn 

Vill. 24, ix. 18, xi, 42, xiii, 19, xvii. 

8, 21 (dr); John i. 7, iv. 4, 53, V. 

44, Xi. 15, 4o, xiv. 29 (abs). 
partic.: John xx. 29 (abs.). 
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4 Perfect: the past exercise of faith 
continued into the present : 


John viii. 31 (dat.); John iii. 18, 1 
John v. 10 (ets) ; John vi. 69, xi. 
27, XVi. 27 (ort); John xx. 29; I 
John iv. 16 (2) (abs.). 


The differences come out clearly 
where different tenses stand in close 
connexion ; ¢.g. John vi. 29 f, vii. 5, 31, 
xii. 37, 42; I John vy. ro. 

mot. TO ovopat| believe the name... 
The phrase is remarkable. It is equi- 
valent to ‘believe as true the message 
which the name conveys.” The full 
title, His Son Jesus Christ (ce. i. 3 
note), is a compressed Creed. Con- 
trast ‘believe in the name’ v.13; John 
i. 12, ii. 23, iii. 18. Comp. v.10. The 
translation of A. V. probably comes 
from the Vulgate which gives cre- 
damus in nomine, the rendering else- 
where of morevew eis To dvoua (John 
i. 12, ii. 23, iii. 18). See Additional 
Note on the names of Christ in this 
Kpistle. 

adyarapev add.| diligamus alteru- 
trum V., love one another: v. 11 note, 
iV.) 7, 11,12; 2 John 5); John xiii. 
34 (evrorny Kawny Sidwpe); XV. 12, 17. 
The exact words are used (contrast v. 
14) in which Christ Himself gave the 
commandment on the eve of His Pas- 
sion, when He fulfilled the ideal of 
love. The subject to édaxev is sup- 
plied naturally from the preceding 
clause. 

Compare Rom. xiii. Io. 

Multum facit qui multum diligit... 
Bene facit qui communitati magis 


quam su voluntati servit (Thom. a 
Kempis, De Zmité. 1. 15, 2). 

24. The obedience, which is the 
rule of the Christian life, issues in 
abiding fellowship with God. This 
verse is closely connected with 2. 22, 
while v. 23 is in thought parenthe- 
tical. 

kat 0 tnpav...] And he that keep- 
eth... These words take up dt ras 
évro\ds avtov typ. in v. 22, so that the 
reference is to ‘the commandments of 
God, and not directly to the one com- 
mandment of Christ v.23. Our prayers 
are granted because they spring out 
of that spirit which strives after per- 
fect sympathy; and, more than this, 
our obedience is the pledge of a per- 
sonal fellowship. 

ev avT@ pevet...] ie. in God. See 
c. iv. 15 note. 

Bede says with singular force: Sit 
ergo tibi domus Deus et esto domus 
Dei: mane in Deo, et maneat in te 
Deus. 

ev TovT@ ywooKkonev] in this we 
know, perceive... The love which the 
Christian feels and which is the spring 
of his obedience, assures him of God’s 
fellowship with him. In other words, 
God has given him of His Spirit. 
The use of the two prepositions ‘7m 
(ev) this, ‘from (éx) the spirit,’ shews 
that the two clauses are not in ap- 
position. Twocokopev is repeated in 
thought before ék tod mv. ¢. iv. 6. 

éx tov mvevparos| This is the first 
mention of the Spirit in the Epistle. 
Afterwards the references are not un- 
frequent. It is remarkable that the 
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Name never occurs with the epithet 
‘Holy’ in the Hpistles or Apocalgpee 
of 4 John. 

..€daxev| which he gave when 
we Spaonie Christians. Comp. ¢. iv. 13; 
John xiv. 16; Acts v. 32, viii, 18, xv, 


8; 2 Cor. 1 aif: 

Augustine draws a striking conclu- 
sion from the truth that the Spirit of 
God is the source of man’s life: Con- 
temne te cum laudaris. Ille in te 
laudetur qui per te operatur. 
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Additional Note on iii. I. 


St John uses several phrases to describe the relation of believers to The three 
God which require to be carefully considered in connexion with the contexts Phrases by 
in which they occur. ee 

The initial fact of the communication of the divine life is expressed by geribes the 
yevynOvat €k Tod Oeod (i). The essential connexion existing in virtue of this new life. 
quickening is expressed by vac €x Tod Oeod (ii). In virtue of this connexion 


the believer becomes and is a réxvoy Oe0% (iii). 


i. (1) The phrase yevynOjvac ék r. 6. is used commonly in the perfect i. ‘To be 
(yeyevynrar, yeyevynpévos); that is, the initial fact of the new life is regarded born (be- 


in its abiding power. ; ae) of 
This communicated life is (1) in the 
Perfect, 


(a) shewn by certain signs, faith in Jesus as the Christ, righteousness 
and love: 
1 John v.1I ras 6 miorevav dru Inaots early 6 xpioros ek Tot Oeod yeyévynta. 
— ll. 29 ras 6 mody tiv dixarcoovyny e& adrod yeyévynrat- 
— iv. 7 mas 6 ayaray ex Tov Oeov yeyevynra. 
and 
(8) carries with it certain consequences, freedom from sin and victory : 
1 John iii. 9 mas 6 yeyevynpévos €k Tod Oeod apapriay ov rovet rt oméppa 
avTod év avT@ pévet. 
— ov Svvarat auapravery ore ek TOU Oeod yeyévynra.. 
—  y. 18 was 6 yeyevynucvos ex Tod Geod ovx awapraver. 
— 4 may TO yeyevnpevoy ek TOU Oeod wKa TOY KOopoOY. 
Compare 
John iii. 6 76 yeyevunuévov €k Tod mvevparos. 
_ 8 6 yeyevynuévos €k TOU Tvevparos. 
(2) The fact of the communication of the divine life is specially noticed : (2) in the 
John i, 12 f. @axev adrois eovoiav réxva Oe0d yevérbar...ot...ek Beod eyer- 40M ist. 
yn Onoay. 
Compare 
1 John v. 18 6 yewyndels ek Tov Beod. 
— I mas 6 ayam@y TOY yevynoarTa... 
Compare also 
Jobn ili. 3 (7) av pn tes yervnO7 dvober. 
— 5 eay py tis yevvnOn €& Udaros Kat mvevparos. 
The aorist and perfect occur together 1 John v. 18; John iii. 5—8. 
See also Gal. iv. 23, 29. 
The form of expression is not found in any of the other writers of the 
N.T. Yet compare St Paul’s use of yevvay 1 Cor. iv. 15 ; Philem. 10; and 
St Peter’s use of dvayevvar, 1 Pet. i. 3, 23. 
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ii, ‘To be ii, The phrase efvac ék rod Ocod is connected with a considerable group 
of God, of similar phrases, eivar ex ro&diaBdXov (c. iti. 8), €k rod movnpod (iii. 12), ex 
Tov Koopov (ii, 16, note), é« rhs ddnOelas (ii. 21, note), é« THs yhs (John iii. 
31, note), ek rdv Kdrw, ek trav dvw (viii. 23). It expresses the ideas of 


derivation and dependence, and so of a moral correspondence between the 
issue and the source. 


» 


(1) signs (1) The characteristics of him who is thus vitally dependent upon God 


inmen; (1 John y. 19, iv. 4, 6) are expressed both in a positive and in a negative 
form, 
(a) positively : 
3 John 11 6 ayaborouwy ex rod Geod éoriv. ; 
John viii. 47 6 dv ek Tod Oeod ra pyyata Tod Beod axovet. 
(8) negatively : 
1 John iii. 10 mas 6 py ody Ouxatocvvny ov Cori ex Tov Geov. 
— iv. 6 os ovk @oru ek Tod Oeod ovK dkover nuav. 
(2) signs (2) And corresponding declarations are made with regard to spirits 
in spirits. (7 John iy. 1): 
1 John iy. 2 wav mvedpa 6 opodoyet "Incotv Xpioroy év capki ednAvOéra ex 
tov Oeod éoriv. 
lv. 3 wav mvetpa 6 ju Opodoyet Tov "Invoty ek Tod Oeod ovK eoTt. 
Compare 
1 John iv. 7 7 ayarn ex rod Geod éoriv. 
John vii. 17 ...mepi tis didayis worepov ex Tod Oeod éativ... 
1 John ii. 16 ray 16 €v TG Kocpo...0vK Corw ek Tod TaTpos... 
The nearest parallels in other writings of the N. T. are: 
Acts vy. 38 f. «i €x Oeov eotiv. 
1 Cor. i. 30 €€ adrod | rod Oeod] tpets dare ev Xptore@ “Inoov. 
— Xi. 12 7a O€ mavra ek Tob Oeod. 


‘iii, “Child 


he iii. The familiar title réxvov 6e00, which describes the relation established 
of God.’ 


by the new life, is of rarer occurrence in St John’s writings. 


(1) The (1) The power of duly becoming a ‘child of God’ is given by the 
beginning. communication of the divine life. 
John i. 12 f. &S@xev avrois eLouciav réxva beod yevérOar, Tois muorevovow 
els TO Ovoua avrod, ol...€k Oeod eyerrnOnoav. 


(2) The (2) The position is realised through the gift of love. 
growth 1 John iii. 1 ...dydany dédoxev nuiv 6 maryp iva réxva bc0d KAnOadpev... 
and — 2 viv rexva Oeod eoper. 


(3) The (3) Thus ‘the children of God’ form a distinct body marked by right- 


signs. eousness and love, 

1 John iil. 10 €v roit@ pavepd eorw ra rékva Tov Oeod... 

Comp. ¢c. v. 2; John xi. 52. 
a hg The idea of réxvov as it is thus presented by St John includes the two 
OL Ce - 


eae notions of the presence of the divine principle and the action of human 
growth. The child is made to share in his Father’s nature (comp. 2 Pet. i. 
4), and he uses in progressive advance the powers which he has received. 
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This thought of progress will be traced through the whole picture which 
St John draws of the spiritual life. ‘From strength to strength’ is the 
law by which it is shaped. 

It is therefore easily intelligible why St John never uses the title vids, distinct 
the name of definite dignity and privilege, to describe the relation of from that 
Christians to God. He regards their position not as the result of an °! 89% 
‘adoption’ (viodecia), but as the result of a new life which advances from 
the vital germ to full maturity. 


Additional Note on iii. 5. 


The phrases which St John uses to describe the Incarnation fall into Different 
different groups corresponding with different aspects of the Fact. In aspects of 
regard to the Father, it is a ‘Sending,’ a ‘Mission’ (1). In regard to the aera 
Son, it is a ‘Coming’ (2). In regard to the form, it is in ‘ Flesh’ (3). In eee or 
regard to men, it is a ‘ Manifestation’ (4). 


1. The idea of the Mission of Christ, the Son, by the Father is ex- 1.Misston. 
pressed by two verbs, réumo, drooréAXw. The former describes the simple 
relation of the Sent to the Sender: the last adds ‘the accessory notions of 
a special commission and so far of a delegated authority in the person sent,’ 

Iéur@ is not found in this connexion in the Epistles of St John (comp. (a) The 
Rom. viii. 3 only); and it is used in the Gospel only by the Lord in the use of 
participial form in three phrases 6 méuwas pe (avrdv), 6 méupas pe marrp, “h" 

O TaTnp 6 Téupas pe. 

Of these phrases the simple 6 méuwas pe is by far the most common. i. 6 méu- 
It is used in two connexions to express (a) some relation of Christ to Him Vas /e- 
Who sent Him, and (8) some relation of men to Christ as so sent. 


(a) John iv. 34 éudv Bpdpa...iva roujow rd OeXnpa Tod 7. p. 
— V. 30 (nT@...7d OeAnua Tod mT. p. 
— Vi. 38 xaraBéBna...iva moud...7d O€Anua Tod T. pu. 
— 39 TodTO €or TO OéAnpa Tod m. p. iva...) aTod€ow... 
— vil. 16 7 eu didayy...€oriv...rod m. p. 
-- 26 6m. p. GAnOns cot Kayd & AKovea...AaXd. 
— ix. 4 dei épyateorOai ra epya Tob Tr. pn 
— Vill. 29 6m. p. per’ euod eoriv. 
— Vil. 33, Xvi. 5 Umdyw mpos Tov Tm. p. 
Comp. vii. 18 6 (yrév rhy dd£av Tui w. adrdy ahnOns €orw. 


(8) John v. 24 6...morevov 76 mr. p. 
— Xil. 44 6 morevov eis eue...murreder...els TOY Tr. pL. 
45 6 Oewpay ene Oewpel Tov Tr. pn 


— Kill. 20 6 eué AapBavev AapBaver Tov m. p. 


“A , A ‘ * , 4 > ow 
XV. 2I ravra momcovow dia TO OvOMa [Lov OTL OVK oldacLW 
TOV Tr. ps 
ee a € Cy > + 
Comp. vii. 28 gorw ddnOwvos 6 mr. p. dv bets ove oldare. 
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ii, 6 wéu- The phrase 6 wépWas pe marjp adds to the notion of ‘sending’ that of 
vas me ™2- the essential relation which gives authority to the mission. 
se John V. 37 om. p. 7. éxeivos poewaptupnkev. 

— [viii. 16 (doubtful reading: comp. viii. 29) povos ovK eipi, GAN 

ey kal om. p. 7. | : 

— viii. 18 waprupet wept éuod om. p. 7. 

— xii. 49 0 7. pf. m....€vToAjy Ocdwxepr Ti €iTo... 

— Xiv. 24 6 Aoyos ov dkovere...eoTiv...TOd T. [. TT 


iii. 6arnp In the phrase 6 marjp 6 méuwras pe the two notions of natural authority 


sa he and mission are dwelt on separately. It occurs 


John vi. 44 éav pu) 6m. 6 7. ph. EAkvon avrov. 
Comp. v. 23 0 py Timay Tov vidv od Tina TOV T. T. 7. aUTOV. 
(b) The The use of drooréAdw differs from that of réum@ by the fact that in St 
use of John (yet see Matt. x. 40; Mark ix. 37; Luke ix. 48, x. 16) it is found only 
eer in the finite forms, dwéoreiha, dréoraXka. 
aN cat The aorist is by far the most common tense. This is used to describe 
the fact of the specific Mission in some particular aspect : 
John iii, 17 améoreihev 6 Oeds Tov vidv eis Tov Kdcpor...tva c@O7 6 KOTHOS 
Ov avrod. 
— x. 36 dy 6 marnp nyiacey Kal dmécreiXer els rdv KOopov. 
1 John iv. 10 [6 Oeds] dwéorethey tov viv adrod thacpov rept réy duapriay 
OV. 
Compare : 
John vi. 57 xaOds dréorenev pe 6 Cov ratHp... 
— Xvi. 18 xaOds eve dréoredas eis Tov Kdopor... 
— vii. 29 map’ avrod ecipi Kdxeivos pe dréoteider. 
— Vili. 42 odd€ dm’ euavrod éAjAvOa GAN’ ekeivds pe améorerdev. 
And this Mission is presented as the object (a) of recognition (know- 
ledge), or (8) of faith ; 
(a) John xvii. 3 va ywock@ow...dv dméotetdas "Incody Xpuorév. 
— 23 iva ywdoky 6 Kdopos Ste od pe dméareidas. 
_ 25 ovTou €yywoay Sri od pe Gméorevdas. 
(8) John v. 38 dre dv drécreihev exeivos ToUT@ Vueis ov morevere. 
— Vi. 29 1d Epyov rod Ocod iva morednre cis bv aréorerdev 
€keivos. 
— Xi. 42 va miotetowow ort od pe dréoreidas. 
— Xvii, 21 iva 6 Kéopos moredy bre ov pe drécreiXas. 
Comp. John iii. 34 ...coppayirev brt...6v yap diréareidev 6 beds... 
ii. Perfect. The perfect, which occurs but rarely, describes the Mission in its 
abiding continuance : 
John v. 36 7a épya & mous paprupel...dre 6 marnp pe drécradkev. 
1 John iv. 9 rov vidv adrod Tov povoyer® dméatadkey 6 Oeds eis TOV Koopor 
ta (nowper OC adrod. 
— 14 reOedueOa kal paprupodpey ott 6 marhp améoradkev Tov vidy 
to cal , 
T@THpa TOU KoopOoV. 
John xx. 21 kaOas dméoradkév pe 6 matip, kaya TeuT® vas. 
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2. The Coming of Christ, like the Mission, is regarded both as a simple 
fact realised historically once for all (jAGov), and as an abiding fact (fo, 
eAndvba). It is also set forth as a present fact being realised at the 
moment, and as a future fact of which the fulfilment is potentially begun 
(€pxopuar)*, 

The simple fact of Christ’s Coming is affirmed by St John both in 
respect of His true Divinity as the Word, and of His true humanity : 

John i. 11 eis ra ida HAOev [rd Hos 7d GArnOwor]. 

1 John v. 6 6 €hav Sv ddaros Kal atuaros *Inoods Xpiorés. 

In the discourses of the Lord the fact of His Coming, the fact of the 
Incarnation, is connected with the manifold issues which it involved: 

John ix. 39 eis kpiva eyd cis rov kdopov rodroy AOov iva of ju) BdErovres 

...Kal of BAErrovres.... 
— X. 10 éyd niOov iva (ony Zx@ow Kal repiocdy exoouw. 
— Xi. 47 ove 7j\Oov iva kpive Tov Koopov GAN iva odo Tdv Kéopov. 
— XY. 22 ef yu) AOov Kal €Addnoa ovk av etyov dpuapriar. 

And the Lord bases the truth of His witness on His consciousness of 
the fact : 

John viii. 14 adnOys éotw 7 paptupia pov drt oida obey AdOov Kal Tod 

vay (contrasted with médev épxopat). 


The divine relation implied in this use of ‘came’ is expressed more 
distinctly by the verb ‘came forth’ (€&7\6ov). This is used in the Lord’s 
words with different prepositions (x, mapa): 

John viii. 42 éyd ék rod Oeod e&AdOov Kal Ako. 

— Xvi. 28 €&j\Oov ex Tov marpos kal €AndAvOa eis Tov KOoLOD. 
27 memuorevKaTe OTL eyo Tapa Tod Tatpos €EAAOOY, 


— xvii. 8 decay... dri rapa cot e&AdOov. 
And it is significant that St John and the disciples use the word with a 
yet different turn of thought (dz): 
John xiii. 3 eidds... 07 dw Oeod eEnOev. 
— XVi. 30 muoTevopev OTL dro Oeod e&nOes?, 
The perfect (€A7AvOa) serves to bring out the abiding significance of the 
fact of Christ’s Coming, the necessary effects which it has as distinguished 
1 The usage in Johni. g jv 7d duis 


aAAa pdxXarpav. HAOov yap Sixd- 


TO dAnOuwér...... épxomevoy is unique. GOs 
See note. Luke xii. 49 mip 7\Oov Barely ért 
2 It is of interest to compare the THY YAY. 


instances of the use of 7A\Oov, éd7AvOa 
in the Synoptic Gospels: 


Matt. xi. 19 || Luke vii. 33 7\Gev 
(Lk. é\nAvdev) 6 vids Tov dvOpu- 


Matt. v. 17 ovK f\Oov xaraddoat 
aNd rAnpOoat. 

ix. 13 || Mark ii. 17 odK 7jAOov 
Kadéoat Ouxalous dAAd amapTwrovs* 
Luke v. 32 ovx é\j\vda x. 6. a. 
a. els peTdvoway, 

—— X. 34 0vK joy Banely elonynv 





tov éobiwy Kal wivwy. 

xx. 28 || Mark x. 45 6 vids 
Tov avOpwrov ovK Oey SiaxovnOn- 
Val... 

Luke xix. 10 7\Oev 6 vids Tov a- 
Opémov gnrjca Kal c@oa Té 
amoNwnés. 
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2. ComING. 


(4) Aor. 


nOov. 


e&ANOov. 


(b) Perf. 
edndvea. 
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from its general issues. So St John uses the tense in connexion with the 
testing power of Christ revealed as ‘light’ and ‘in flesh’: 
John iii, 19 ro das empubey ‘eis Tov Kocpov Kat yyamnoay of avOpwra 
pa@AXov TO CKOTOS. 
1 John iv. 2 wav mevpua é Baohayer 1, X. ev capt Aqrubsra e éx Tov beod 
eoTly, 
And the Lord thus speaks of the special character of His Coming : 
John v. 43 éyo éAjdvda év TH dvopare ToD TaTpos pov. 
— xii. 46 eyd pas eis Tov Kkoopov eAjdvOa. 
— xviii. 37 eAndvéa els rov Kécpoy iva paptupyow TH GdnOeia. 
and generally : 
— vii. 28 cal dx’ euavrod ovk éAjdvba (Vili. 42 otdSé dm’ ep. €d.). 
— xvi. 28 ééfdOov ek rod matpods Kai édndvba eis TOY KOcpOY. 
IKW. The verb 7x is used in this connexion twice only: 
John viii. 42 ék rod Oeod €€nOor kal 7Ko- 
1 John vy. 20 6 vids rot Oeod jKew 
It occurs also in quotations from the Lxx. Hebr. x. 7, 9 (jxw); Rom. x. 
26; Hebr. x. 37 (féec); and of the future coming of Christ; Apoc. ii. 25, 
3) 
(c) Pres, The present %pxouae occurs to describe a Coming realised at the 
EPXOMAle moment : 
John viii. 14 dev épxouae (contrasted with modev 7Oov), 
and as a future fact potentially included in the present : 
John xiv. 3 wad pxopat. 
— 18, 28 €pyouar mpos vpas. 
— xxi. 22 f. dws epyoua. 
2 John 7 of pr) dpodoyodvres I. X. epxopevov ev oapki. 
Comp. John iii. 31 f. 6 dvOev (€k rod ovpavov) épxopevos. 
See also Apoc. i. 7, ii. 6, ili, 11, xxii. 7, 12, 20. 
The passages John viii. 14, 42, xvi. 27 f. will repay particular study as 
illustrating the different forms. 


3. INcAR- 3. The mode of Christ’s Coming is exhaustively set forth in the three 
NATION. phrases in which it is connected with ‘flesh.’ First there is the fundamental 
statement : 


John i. 14 6 Adyos oapé eyévero. 
And then this fact is connected with the past and present : 
1 John iv. 2 (cpodoyeivy) "Incoty Xpuordv év capi édndvOora (éAndv- 
devat), 
and with the future: 
2 John 7 (oodoyeiv) Incodv Xpiordy épxopevov ev capki. 
4. Manr- | 4 The ‘manifestation’ (havepOqvac) of the Lord is noticed by St John 
FESTATION. in regard to the great crises in His progressive revelation. Thus it is said 
that He was ‘ manifested’ by the Incarnation: 
1 John i. 2 7) (wr ehavepwbn. 
— Ail. 5 exeivos eavepaOn iva ras duaptias app. 
_ 8 ehavepwOn 6 vids rod Bcd iva Avan ra Epya Tod StaBdXov. 
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and when He was openly presented to the people: 

John i. 31 va havepwOh rH "IopaHd dia TovTo HAOov, 

So also ‘ He was manifested’ and ‘He manifested Himself’ in the new 
life after the Resurrection : 

John xxi. 14 éhavepadOn "Inaods rois pabnrais, 

— I éepavépaaev éavtoy Inaods Tois panrais. 
and Christians still look for a manifestation in the future : 
1 John ii. 28 iva ed havepwby cxSpev mappnoiav...€v 7 mapovoia avrov. 
— iii. 2 dav havepwOy dpoiot ate evopeOa. 

It is not necessary to draw out in detail the teaching of these pregnant Complete- 

words. They offer the fullest view which man cangain of the Person of the ¢ss of the 
Lord in its absolute unity, truly human and truly divine. St John says both teaching. 
‘the Word became flesh’ and ‘ Jesus Christ came in flesh’; and further he 
speaks of ‘Jesus Christ comingin flesh.’ Again he says equally ‘the Life was 
manifested,’ ‘the Life which was with the Father, and ‘He [Jesus Christ] 
was manifested,’ and ‘the Son of God was manifested.’ Now one aspect 
of the Lord’s Person, now another is brought forward without change. 
There is nothing in the least degree formal in the different statements: 
they spring directly out of the immediate context as answering to one 
sovereign conception: and when put together they combine to produce 
a final harmony, the fulness of apostolic teaching, upon the central Truth 
of the Gospel. The least variation adds something to the completeness 
of the idea; and the minute correspondences bring an assurance that 
the result which the combination of the different phrases suggests answers 
to the thought of the Apostle which underlay all that he wrote. 


Additional Note on iii. 14. 


The different names which are given to Christians in the Apostolic The titles 
writings offer an instructive study of the original conception of the Gospel. of believers 
The origin of the historic Gentile name ‘Christians’ (Xpuoriavoi, comp. ira New 

inertia A a aie ave est. 

Pompeiani) is noticed in Acts xi, 26; and it is used as familiarly known Qpristians. 
by Agrippa (Acts xxvi. 26) and by St Peter (1 Pet. iv. 16; comp. Tac. 

Ann. xv. 44). From the time of Ignatius this name, with the correlative 

for ‘ Christianity’ (Xpioriacpds), passed into general use (comp. Ign. ad 

Magn. 4, 10; ad Rom. 3; Mart. Polyc. 10); but it was natural that in 

the first age of the Church it should not be used by believers among them- 

selves. 

Four terms find more or less currency in the N. T. which express Four 
different aspects of the Christian view of the Christian position: ‘the titles: 
disciples’ (of paOnrai), ‘the brethren’ (of adeA¢goi), ‘ the saints’ (oi dytot), pane 
‘the believers’ (of muoroil, of murrevovres). These fall into two pairs, of which eer 
the first pair, ‘ disciples,’ ‘brethren,’ marks predominantly traits of personal helievers: 
relationship, and the second pair, ‘saints,’ ‘faithful,’ traits of general 
character, 
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1. The 
disciples. 


2. The 
brethren. 


3. The 
believers. 


4. The 
saints. 
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The earliest title is that of ‘the disciples.’ This answers to ‘master,’ 
‘teacher’ (SSdcxados), and passed from the Jewish schools to the followers 
of Christ during His lifetime: It was used both in a wider sense for all 
who attached themselves to Him (Joha ii. 11 ff. ; vi. 61, 66; vii. 3) and also 
in a narrower sense for ‘the twelve’ (John xiii. 5 ff.). After the Ascension 
it is still employed absolutely in the narrative of the Acts to describe 
believers generally (vi. 1, 2, 7; ix..19, 25, 38; xi. 26, 29; xiii. 52; xiv. 20, 
22, 28; xviii. 23, 27; xix. 9, 30; xx. 1; xxi. 4, 16); and so it is found in 
the record of a speech of St Peter (xy. 10) and of a speech of St Paul (xx. 
30). The discipleship is once connected with the human teacher (ix. 25 oi 
p. avrov) and once with the Lord (ix. 19). It is remarkable that in one 
place (xix. 1) those who had only received John’s Baptism are spoken of as 
disciples. The title does not occur in the Epistles or in the Apocalypse. 

Jt is significant that the first title given the body of believers after 
the Ascension is ‘the brethren’ (Acts i. 15 true text); and from this time 
onwards it occurs in all the groups of Apostolic writings. Thus in the Acts 
it is found in the narrative: ix. 30; x. 23; xi. 29 ; Xiv. 2 3 XV. I, 3, 22, 32 f, 
40; xvi. 2, 40; xvii. 10; xviii. 18, 27; xxi. 7, 17; xxviii. 14 f.; and once in 
the record of St Paul’s words: xv. 36. Twice in the same book it is.used 
of unconverted Jews: xxii. 5 (St Paul’s words); xxviii. 21. St Paul uses 
the title throughout his Epistles : 1 Thess. iv. 10; v. 26 f.; 1 Cor. viii. 12; 
xvi, 20; Gal. i. 2; Rom. xvi. 14; Phil. iv. 21; Eph. vi. 23; Col. iv. 15; 1 
Tim, iv. 6; 2 Tim. iv. 21. In the writings of St John it occurs : 1 John iii. 
14; 3 John 5, 10; John xxi. 23. St Peter uses the abstract term ‘the 
brotherhood’ (7 ddeAgorns, 1 Pet. ii. 17; v.9). The singular is not 
uncommonly used (¢.g. Rom. xvi. 23; 1 Cor. vii. 15), and especially with a 
personal pronoun, ‘thy brother,’ ‘his brother, e.g. Rom. xiv. 10; 1 John 
ii. 9 ff.). Compare c. ii. 9 note. 

The general idea of ‘the believers’ is expressed in three different forms 
which convey shades of difference in the application of the common mean- 
ing: ‘the believers’ (oi muroi), ‘they that believe’ (of mucrevovres), ‘they 
that believed’ (oi miorevcavres). The first (of mucroi) is found Acts x. 45 
(of ék mepiropijs morol) ; 1 Tim. iv. 12; comp. Eph. i. 1; 1 Tim. iy. 3; 1 
Pet,i.21. ‘They that believe’ (of muorevovres) occurs: 1 Pet. ii. 7; 1 Thess. 
i. 7; ii. 10 f.; 1 Cor.i. 21; Rom. iii. 22; Eph. i. 19. ‘They that believed’ 
(of meorevoavres) occurs: Acts ii. 44; iv. 32; 2 Thess. i. 10; Hebr. iv. 3. 
In the two last phrases the historic reference to the act of belief still 
remains. 

The title ‘ the saints’ is characteristic of St Paul and of the Apocalypse. 
Tt occurs four times in the Acts, twice in connexion with St Paul’s conver- 
sion (Acts ix. 13 rods dylovs cov; Xxvi. 10), and twice in connexion with the 
episode of St Peter’s visit to Lydda (ix. 32) and Joppa (ix. 41). It is found 
also once in St Jude (Jude 3) ; but not in any other of the Catholic Epistles 
(comp. I Pet. ii. 5,9). In St Paul it is frequent and distributed throughout 
his Epistles: 1 Thess. iii, 13; 2 Thess. i. 10; 1 Cor. vi. 1 f.; xiv. 33; xvi. 1, 
15; 2 Cor. i. 1; vii. 4; ix. 1, 12; xiii. 12; Rom. xii. 13; xv. 25 f, 31; 
xvi. 2,15; Phil. 1.1; iv. 22; Hph. it, 15, 18; iv. 12; vii 18; Col. i 2, 4, 
12, 26; Philem. 5, 7. It is found also in Hebr. vi. 10; xiii. 24. - In the 
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Apocalypse it is found: y. 8; viii. 3 f.; xi. 18; xiii. 7,10; xiv. 12; xvii. 6; 
| Xvili. 20 5 xix. 8. 

The main differences of conception between the four titles are evident. General 
Christians stand in the position of learners in the school of their Lord. telation of 
The lesson which they have to learn surpasses all others. But the relation tie ates 
to the Divine Master is at once embodied in a new relation to fellow- 
believers. So the title ‘ the disciples’ is soon lost in that of ‘ the brethren,’ 

In the same way the title of ‘the faithful,’ which corresponds to ‘ disciples,’ 
is far less common and characteristic than ‘the saints’ (‘the holy’), which 
marks the recognised consecration of believers. 

But while these broad distinctions are obvious, it is not easy to seize The titles 
the exact foré@of the particular titles except that of ‘the faithful’ on each in con- 
occasion, or even when they come near together, as ‘ disciples’ and "°*!02- 
‘brethren’; Acts xi. 29; xviii.27 ; xxi. 16 f.: ‘disciples’ and ‘saints’; Acts 
ix. 38, 41: ‘brethren’ and ‘saints’; 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 20; Rom. xvi. 14 f.; 
Hph. vi. 18, 23. It seems not unlikely that the title ‘the brethren,’ was 
carried over from the ‘ Israel according to the flesh’ to the spiritual Israel, 
and was specially used of the Jewish congregations. This view is supported 
by Acts xxii. 5; xxviii. 21. But in any case the title was soon extended 
more widely : Acts xy. I. 


Additional Note on iii. to. 


St John does not, like St Paul, give any definite analysis of the consti- Limita- 
tution or of the spiritual experience of man. But he recognises the same tion of St 
elements in human nature. Like St Paul, he distinguishes ‘the flesh, oe 
‘the soul,’ ‘the spirit, ‘the heart. But it is worthy of notice that the man’s 
characteristic intellectual faculties are rarely noticed by him. ‘ Under- nature. 
standing’ (Scavova) occurs only once in the most remarkable passage 1 John 
y. 20; and ‘mind’ (vods) is found only in the Apocalypse (xiii. 18; xvii. 9). 
‘Conscience’ (cuveidSnois) is nowhere mentioned by St John (contrast 
[John] viii. 8). In St Paul these words arenot unfrequent. For St John’s 
use of ywockew see ¢. ii. 3 note. 

The term ‘flesh’ (cap£) describes the element with the characteristics i, Flesh 
of the element (comp. 1 Cor. xv. 39). It includes all that belongs to the (cdpé). 
life of sensation, all by which we are open to the physical influences of 
pleasure and pain, which naturally sway our actions. 

As applied to human nature ‘flesh’ describes humanity so far as it 
is limited and defined by earthly conditions. In ‘flesh’ lies the point of 
connexion between man and the lower world. Through flesh come the 
temptations which belong to sense. 

The word is used of mankind (as in O, T.) John xvii. 2 (#ica cap) to 
describe them under the aspect of earthly transitoriness. 

‘Flesh’ is contrasted with ‘spirit, not as evil with good, but as the 
ruling element of one order with the ruling element of another: John iii. 

6; vi. 63. 
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Use of 
‘flesh’? in 
relation to 
Christ. 


ii. Soul, 
‘life’ 
(puxii). 
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By ‘ flesh’ we are united to earth; and by ‘ spirit’ to heaven. 

‘The will of the flesh’ (John i. 13) is the determination which belongs 
to the earthly powers of man 4s such. 

‘The desire of the flesh’ (1 John ii. 16) is the desire which, as it springs 
out of man’s present earthly constitution, is confined within its sphere 
and rises no higher. 

‘Judgment after the flesh’ (John viii. 15) is external, superficial, 
limited by what catches the senses (comp. 2 Cor. v. 16). 

Thus the idea of evil attaches to the flesh not in virtue of what it is 
essentially, but from the undue preponderance which is given to it. The 
flesh serves for the manifestation of character. It ministers to other powers. 
It becomes evil when it is made supreme or dominates. It does not 
include the idea of sinfulness, but it describes human personality on the 
side which tends to sin, and on which we actually have sinned. 

The essential conception of cdpé is seen in its application to Christ 

(1) in His Person: 

John i. 14 6 Aoyos oapé eyévero.” 

1 John iv. 2 eAndvOas év capki. 

2 John 7 €pxopevos ev capi. 

Compare 1 Tim. iii. 16 épavepaOn ev capi. 

Col. i. 22 ro cdma THs GapKds adrod. 

And 

(2) in His work: 

John vi. 51 4 capE pov vrép Tis ToD Kocpov Cons. 

— 53 payeiv THY odpka Tod viod Tod dvOpdmov kai metv avtov TO 
apa, 
56 6 Tpdéyev pov THY odpka Kal Tiv@y pou TO aiya. 

In these passages ‘flesh’ is seen to describe the element of Christ's 
perfect humanity. 

It may be added that while cdpa is found in St John (John ii. 21; xx. 
12, &¢.), it is never used metaphorically, and it does not occur in the 
epistles (Apoc. xviii. 13=mancipiorum). In the Apocalypse oapé is found 
only in the plural. 

The sense of the word represented by ‘soul, ‘life’ (rvx7) is often 
obscure in other apostolic writers from the complex nature of the living 
man; but in St John it is used only for the personal principle of our 
present earthly life, the vital energy of the oap§ (yet notice John x. 24). 

It is used 

(1) of men generally : 

John xii. 25 (comp. Luke xiv. 26; xvii. 33). 

— xiii. 37 f. riOevae ryy oxy. 
— xy. 13 %d.; 1 John iii. 16 td,; 3 John 2. 

And 

(2) of Christ : 

John xii. 27; X. 11, 15, 17 tTHv . TiOeva. 

1 John iii, 16 7d. 
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With the phrase ridévai rv Wuxny vrép (x. 11, 15 ; comp, Matt. xx. 28) 
must be contrasted (Sodvac) rv odpka brép (Vi. 51). 

In the Apocalypse yux7 is used in the most unusual. sense of disem- 
bodied ‘souls’; vi. 9; xx. 4. 

While the ‘soul’ (yuxy) expresses the sum of man’s present vital iii. Spirit 
powers, the ‘spirit’ (veda) describes the quickening element which (7%). 
belongs to a heavenly sphere (comp. Rom. viii. 10) as the flesh describes the 
earthly element: John iii. 6 (5); vi. 63. 

It is used of the Lord: John xiii. 21 (comp. xii. 27) ; xi. 33. 

Compare the phrases ‘to become in spirit, ‘in spirit, found in the Apoca- 
lypse: i. 10 (¢yevouny ev rvevparr); iv. 2 (éd.); xvii. 13 (ev rvedpare); xxi. 10 (td). 

The sense the ‘breath of life’ is wholly distinct: John xix. 30 (comp. 

Matt. xxvii. 50; Lk. viii. 55); Apoc. xi. 11 (veda (ans); Xili. 15 (Sovvae av. 
Th €ikov). 

The seat of individual character, of personal feeling and moral determi- iv. ‘Heart’ 

nation, is the ‘heart’ (kapdia). The elements already considered are (*%%§a). 
morally colourless in themselves, they are generic and not individual. 
The mention of the heart is comparatively rare in St John. But he shews 
that it is the seat of sorrow (John xvi. 6), of joy (xvi. 22), of distress gene- 
rally (xiv. 1, 27), and also of purpose (xiii. 3), and spiritual discernment 
(xii. 40, Lxx.). 

The most remarkable passage in which.-he describes the office of the 
heart is in 1 John iii. 19—21. In this the heart appears as representing 
the whole conscious moral nature of man. The heart in fact includes the 
conscience, and covers the whole range of life. It takes account not only of 
the abstract rule but of all the personal circumstances which go to charac- 
terise action. 

Compare Apoc. ii. 23; xvii. 17; xviii. 7. 


Additional Note on iii. 23. 


Something has been already said on the use of the Divine Names in the Thenames 
Epistles of St John (Additional Note on i. 2). It is however of deep of the 
interest to study in detail the exact relation of the several Names of the mee of 
Lord to the contexts in which they occur. Such an inquiry will leave, stes. 

I believe, a strong conviction in the mind of the student that each Name is 
perfectly fitted to present that aspect of the Lord’s Person which is domi- 
nant at the particular point in the Apostle’s exposition of the Truth. 

Here, as elsewhere in the Bible, the Name has two distinct and yet The idea 
closely connected meanings. It may express the revelation of the Divine a ‘the 
Being given by a special title; or the whole sum of the manifold revela- ““"* 
tions gathered up together so as to form one supreme revelation: It is 
used in the latter sense in regard to the revelation of God in Christ in 
3 John 7 vrep rod dvéuaros, where 76 dvoa, ‘the Name’ absolutely, includes 
the essential elements of the Christian Creed, the complete revelation of 
Christ’s Person and Work in relation to God and man (comp. Acts vy. 41; 

John xx. 31). In ii. 12 sa ro dvoua avrod the term is more limited. The 
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Person Who is present to St John through the paragraph is Christ as He 
lived on earth and gave Himself for those whom He called brethren (ii. 6; 
comp. Hebr. ii. 11.ff.), In iii?23, v. 13 the exact sense of ‘the Name’ is— 
defined by the words which follow. : 

From.the name thus generally referred to or defined we pass to the 
actual names used. The full title His Son Jesus Christ (6 vids avrov 
"‘Ingovs Xpurds) is found i. 3, iti. 23, v. 20. The divine antecedent is 
differently described in the three cases, and this difference slightly colours 
the phrase. Ini. 3 it is ‘the Father’ (compare 2 John 3 rapa Ocov warpos, 
kal, mapa Incot Xpucrod rod viod rod marpés); in iii. 23, ‘God’; and in Vv. 20, 
‘He that is true.’ Thus in the three cases the Sonship of Jesus Christ is 
regarded in relation to God as the Father, to God as God, and to God as 
perfectly satisfying the divine ideal which man is able to form. Bearing 
these secondary differences in mind we see that the whole phrase includes 
the two elements of the confession, or the two confessions, which St John 
brings into prominence: “Jesus [Christ] is the Son of God’ (iv. 15, v. 5); 
and ‘Jesus is.the Christ’ (v.12; comp. ii.22). It is in other words ‘the 
Name’ written out at length. : 


The constituents of this compressed phrase are all used separately by 
St John: 


(1) Jesus: 
li, 22 6 dpvovpevos dri Incods ovK €or 6 xpioTos. 
V. I 6 miaTevov drt Inoods éotly 6 xpiorés. 
is 4a Nee lal \ > c 
lV. 3 0 py opodoyet tov Inoovy. 
In these passages it is obvious that the central thought is of the Lord in 


His perfect, historical, humanity. The use of the definite article in the last 
example probably conveys a reference to 2. 2. : 


(2). Christ : 
2 John 9 7 diday7) Tod yxpicTov. 


The title seems to point back to the long preparation under the Old 
Covenant which checks impatience (zpodyy) under the New. 

(3) Jesus Christ.: 

ll, L mapakAntov exopev... Ingody «Xpiotoy Sixaoy. 
v.6 6 eddy db BdSaros kai aiparos, "Incots Xpiords. 
2 John 7 of pi omor. “Incody.Xpucrov epxopevoy ev capxi. 

Here the idea, of the Messianic position of the Lord.is no less important 
for the full sense than that of His true humanity. 

In iv. 15 ére "Invovs [Xproros] eorw 6 vids rod Geod the reading is doubt- 
ful. The adoption of Xpuords adds to the completeness of the thought. 

For the clause iv. 2 duod.,’"Ineoty Xpioriv €v eapki éd. see note. In 
spite of the close verbal parallel of jthese words with 2 John 7 the use of 
"Ingots Xpiords here seems to be differentiated from the sense there by 
€AnAvOora as contrasted with épyopevov. 

(4) the Son: 

ji, 22 6 dpvovpevos Tov marépa kat roy vidv. 
— 23 6 apy. roy vioy ovd€ roy marépa exer. 
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se € ¢ a Y ‘ »” 
hi. 23 © opohoyay TOY viov Kat TOY marépa EXEL. 
— 24 ev TO vid Kal ev TO marpt heveire. 

iv. 14 0 marnp Grcecakels Tov viov. 


Visk2"0 exov Tov viov exee Thy ony. 


In all these cases the central thought is that of the absolute relation of 
sonship to fatherhood. The argument turns upon essential conceptions of 
son and father. Comp. John v..19 note. 


(5) the Son of God: the Son 
a “of God, 

lil. 8 epavepdéy 0 vids Tod Beot Wva Aion Ta Epya Tov diaBddov. 

V. 10 6 miorevav els Tov vidy Tov Geod. 

—I20 fe) éxov Tov vidv Tov Geov. 

— 13 rots mot. eis TO dvopa Tod viod Tod Oeod. 

— 20 oidapev Gre 6 vids Tod Beov Fret. 

With these passages must be compared 

iv. 10 adnéor. Tov vidy avrod, 

v. 9 ff. 6 vids adrod, 
where the immediate antecedent is 6 Oeés. ‘In all these cases the idea of 
Christ’s divine dignity is equally prominent with that of sonship in relation 
to a father. 


Compare also v. 18 0 -yevynbels éx Tod Oeod. 
® 


(6) Jesus His (God’s) Son: Jesus His 
sa Bye ye IS abe eT Sa ‘Son, 
1,7 To atwa Inoov tov -viov avrov. 

The double title brings out the two truths that ‘the blood’:of Christ 

can be made available for men and is efficacious. 

(7) His (God’s) Son, His only Son: iHis Son, 

iv. 9 Tov vidv adrod Tov povoyeri. paw only 


The uniqueness of the gift is the manifestation of love. 


In connexion with these titles it must be added that the title ‘the-Son’ 
in various forms is eminently characteristic of the first and second Epistles, 
in which it occurs 24 (or 25) times (22 or 23+2), more times than in all the 
Hpistles of St Paul. 

It is remarkable that the title ‘Lord’ («dpios) is not found in the 
Epistles (not 2 John 3). It occurs in the narrative of the Gospel and is 
frequent in the Apocalypse. . It occurs also in all the other epistles of the 
N. T. except that to Titus. 

The absence of the title may perhaps be explained by the general view 
of the relation of Christ to the believer which is given in the Epistles. 
The central thought is that of fellowship. For the same reason the con- 
ception of external organization is also wanting in the Epistle. 
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\ IZ , 
IV. VAyarntol, my TavTl mvevpaTl TLOTEVETE, 
nl? ? > Cpe o~ ? , 
GdAa Soxialere TA mvEevpaTa et éx TOU OEov EoTiv, 
ef \ a“ 2 10 > \ 
OTL moot Wevdorpopntat €£eAnNu aow €iS Tov 


IV. Tue RIvat spirits or Truru , tians leads to a definition of true and 


AND Error (iy. 1—6). 

This section is closely connected 
both with what precedes and with 
what follows; and corresponds with 
the first section of this great division 
of the Epistle: ii. 18—29. It contains 
three main thoughts : 


There are many spiritual influ- 
ences at work (v. 1). 

The test of spirits lies in the wit- 
ness to the Incarnation (ve. 2, 3). 

The test of men lies in the recogni- 
tion of the Truth (ve. 4, }). : 

The progress of thought is parallel 
to that in ii. 18—29 (see p. 67), but 
the argument of St John has passed 
to a new stage. There his teaching 
was centred in the Messiahship, the 
Sonship of Jesus: here in the In- 
carnation of Jesus Christ. There he 
insisted on the original message of the 
Gospel: here he appears to regard 
the fuller interpretation of the mes- 
sage. This section in fact presents 
the conflict of the Faith with its 
counterfeits in the last form, as a con- 
flict of spiritual powers, unseen and 
real. 

1 The many spiritual influences 
(mnt): 

The ‘many false prophets’ stand 
in a relation towards the Spirit like 
that which the ‘many Antichrists’ oc- 
cupy towards Christ (ii. 18). Through 
them evil spiritual powers find ex- 
pression. Spirits therefore must be 
proved. 

dyarnroi] Comp. ii. 7 note. The 
existence of a subtle spiritual danger 
calls out the tenderness of love. 

py mavtl mv. mor] nolite omni 
spiritut credere V., believe not every 
spirit. The mention of a spirit as the 
characteristic endowment of Chris- 


false spirits. There are many spiritual 
powers active among men, and our 
first impulse is to believe and to obey 
them. They evidently represent that 
which is not of sight. But some of 
these are evil influences belonging to 
the unseen order. They come to us 
under specious forms of ambition, 
power, honour, knowledge, as distin- 
guished from earthly sensual enjoy- 
ments. All such spirits are partial 
revelations of the one spirit of evil 
which become (so to speak) embodied 
in men. 

Soxipacere Ta rv. | probate spiritus V., 
prove the spirits. As we are charged 
to ‘prove’ the season (Luke xii. 56), 
ourselves (1 Cor. xi. 28; 2 Cor. xiii. 5), 
what is the will of God (Rom. xii. 2; 
Eph. y. 10), our work (Gal. vi. 4), our 
fellow-workers (2 Cor. viii. 8, 223; 1 
Cor. xvi. 3; 1 Tim. iii. 10), all things 
(1 Thess. y. 21, notice vv. 19, 20), so 
we are charged to ‘prove the spirits.’ 
Elsewhere the discrimination of spirits 
is referred to a special gift (1 Cor. xii. 
10 dtakpicers mvevpatoy). Here how- 
ever the injunction to ‘prove’ them 
is given to all Christians. Comp. ii: 
20 Man maintains his personal supre- 
macy and responsibility in the pre- 
sence of these powers : 1 Cor. xiv. 32. 

ei ex tov 6. eoriv] if they are of 
God, if they derive from Him their 
characteristic being and their power. 

For eiva: ék see ii. 16 note; and for 
Soxup. e¢ compare 2 Cor. xiii. 5; Mk. 
ii. 2; Le. xiv. 28, 31 (Matt. xii. ro 
parallels), ' 

ére om. Wevd....] Such watchful care 
is required because many false pro- 
phets, through whom the false spirits 
speak, as the Spirit speaks through 
the true prophets (2 Pet. i. 21, ii. 19) 
are gone out into the world. ‘The 
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spirit of antichrist’ inspires them. So 
‘false Christs’ and ‘false prophets’ 
are joined together (Matt. xxiv. 24). 

The use of the term Wevdorpodyrns 
in the N. T. is suggestive. It is ap- 
plied to the rivals of the true prophets 
under the old dispensation (Luke vi. 
26; 2 Pet. ii. 1); and to the rivals of 
the apostles under the new dispensa- 
tion (Matt. vii. 15, xxiv. 11, 23f || Mk. 
xiii. 22 ; Acts xiii. 6); and especially, 
in the Apocalypse, to the embodied 
power of spiritual falsehood (Apoc. xvi. 
13, Xix. 20, xx.10). The false-prophet 
is not only a false-teacher (2 Pet. ii. 1 
WevdorpopAra, WevdodidacKador), but a 
false-teacher who supports his claims 
by manifestations of spiritual power 
(Matt. xxiv. 24 ddcovow onpeia peyada 
kat tépata; Acts xiii. 6 avdpa tuva 
payov; Apoc. xix. 20 6 mouoas Ta 
oneta). 

eEAgrvbacry] exierunt V. ( prodie- 
runt ¥.), are gone out on a mission of 
evil from their dark home. The tense, 
as contrasted with ii. 19, 2 John 7, 
e&f Gav, expresses the continuance of 
their agency as distinguished from 
the single fact of their departure. 
Comp. John viii. 42, xiii. 3, xvi. 27 &c. 

eis Tov Kdapor] into the world as the 
scene of their activity. John iii. 17, 
1x. 39, x. 36 &e. 

The words evidently refer to ex- 
ternal circumstances vividly present 
to St John’s mind. They point, as it 
appears, to the great outbreak of the 
' Gentile pseudo-Christianity which is 
vaguely spoken of as Gnosticism, the 
endeavour to separate the ‘ideas’ of 
the Faith from the facts of the his- 
toric Redemption. 

2. The test of spirits lies in the 
witness to the Incarnation (2, 3). 

2,3. The test of the presence of 
the Divine Spirit is the confession of 
the Incarnation, or, more exactly, of 
the Incarnate Saviour. The Incarna- 


tion includes the promise of the com- 
plete redemption and perfection of 
man, of the restoration of ‘the body’ 
to its proper place as the perfect organ 
of the spirit. Hence the Divine Spirit 
must bear witness to it. The test of 
spirits is found in the confession of a 
fact which vindicates the fulness of 
life. The test of antichrist was found 
in the confession of a spiritual truth 
@izz2 th): 

2. év tovr@] In hoc V. (Hine F.), 
Hereby. The idea of the process of 
testing passes directly into that of the 
test itself. 

ywdokere] cognoscitur (i.e. ywao- 
kerat) V., ye know, i.e. perceive, 
recognise the presence of. The Vul- 
gate rendering is evidently derived 
from a common itacism (-ae for -e) and 
may be dismissed at once. Through- 
out the Epistle St John speaks per- 
sonally (we know, ye know), and not 
in an abstract form (it is known). It 
is more difficult to decide whether y:- 
vookere is indic. (ye know), or imper. 
(know ye). In every other place in 
the Epistle év rovr@ is joined with a 
direct statement. On the other hand 
it is always elsewhere used with the 
first person in combination with y- 
york (€v TOUT@ yiwwdTKoper, €yvo- 
kapev). The change of person may 
therefore be connected with a change 
of mood; and in this case the impera- 
tive carries on the charge believe not, 
prove. Compare John xv. 18. So far 
there is nothing in usage to determine 
the question; but on the whole it 
seems more likely that St John would 
appeal to the results of actual ex- 
perience which had been hitherto de- 
cisive (ye discern, recognise) than 
seem to enjoin a new and untried 
rule (discern, recognise). Comp. v. 4. 

rd mv. tov 6.] the Spirit of God, the 
one Holy Spirit who reveals Himself 
in many ways and in many parts. He 
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2 Iy Xv: Xv C. 
must be recognised as the inspirer of 
all who speak from God ; and all that 
is truly spoken is.from Him.. 

In v.13 St John speaks of. ‘His 
Spirit’ (i.e. of God), and in ec. v. 6, 8 
of ‘the Spirit, but the title ‘the Holy 
Spirit’ is not found in the Epistles or 
in the Apocalypse. Comp. z. 6. 

nav mv. 0...) every spirit which... 
There is an endless variety in the 
operations of the Spirit (1 Cor. xii. 4). 
These severally appear to find cha- 
racteristic organs in ‘spirits’ which 
are capable of acting on man’s spirit. 
Comp. 1 Cor. xii 10; xiv. 12, 32; 
Hebr. i: 14 (xii. 9, 23), (1 Pet. iii. 19), 
(Apoc. xxii. 6); ra émra my. Apoc, i. 
Aiea s LVoubesatvalO: 

ouoroyet] conjitetur V., confesseth, 
openly and boldly acknowledges the 
Person of the Incarnate Saviour and 
not only the fact of the Incarnation. 
Comp. ii. 23 note. The question 
here is not of inner faith, but of out- 
ward confession. Faith, if it is real, 
must declare itself. Active love must 
be connected with a distinct recogni- 
tion of its source. Ergo, Augustine 
says, followed by Bede, ipse est spiri- 
tus Dei qui dicit Jesum in carne ve- 
nisse ; qui non dicit lingua sed factis ; 
qui dicit non sonando sed amando. 

I. X. €v o. €X.] The construction of 
these words is not quite clear. Three 
ways of taking them are possible. (1) 
The direct object may be Incoty and 
Xptorov év oa. eX. a secondary predi- 
cate: ‘confesseth Jesus as Christ and 
a Christ come in flesh’; (2) The direct 
object may be "Incody Xpiordy and év 
a. €X. & secondary predicate: ‘con- 
fesseth Jesus Christ, Him who is known 
by this full name, as come in flesh.’ 
(3) The whole phrase may form a com- 
pound direct object: ‘confesseth Him, 


éhndvObra, NAC: éAndvOéva B (vg). 


whose nature and work is described 
by the phrase, ‘Jesus Christ come in 
flesh’.’ The corresponding clause in 
v. 3 Inoodyv which gives the person 
and not any statement about the per- 
son as the object of confession is in 
favour of the last view: 

é\ndvOora| The construction with 
the participle gives a different thought 
from that with the infinitive (éAnAv- 
Géva). It does not express the ac- 
knowledgment of the truth of the fact 
but the acknowledgment of One in 
whom this fact is fulfilled and of whom 
itispredicated. Comp. 2 John 7 (spond. 
epxouevov). For the sense of épyeoOat 
see c. v, 6note. 

€v capki.€Anr.] come in flesh, mani- 
fested under this special form. The 
order (€v capxi,éA.) and the tense of 
the verb (éAnX.) lay emphasis ‘On the 
mode rather than on the fact of 
Christ’s coming.. ‘The Word became 
flesh’ (i. 14); and that not tempo- 
rarily, but so that He is still coming 
in it (2 John 7). The Christ ‘who 
should come’ came, and coming in 
this way fulfilled and still fulfils the 
promises of the past. For the confes- 
sion is not only of One who ‘came’ 
(eA@orvra) but of One who ‘is come’ 
(€An\vOdra), whose ‘coming’ is an 
abiding fact. And yet further He 
came ‘in flesh,’ as revealing the nature 
of His mission in this form, and not 
only ‘into flesh’ (eis capxa), as simply 
entering on such a form of being. 

€x rot 8. é.] Comp. 1 Cor. xii. 3; 
and Additional Note on iii. 1. 

3. Kai wav mv.| The negative state- 
ment is here directly joined to the 
positive. In ii. 23 the positive and 
negative statements are placed in 
simple parallelism. 


IV. 3] 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN. 


135 


e\ Vale ~ \ > ~ > - co 2 4 \ 
O py OmoAoyet Tov *Incovy ex Tov Oeov ovK Eat Kat 


3 6 wy dmodoyer: 6 Wee vg. See Additional Note. 


Iv Xv (vg) (others read rdv Iv Xv), 
vg me the. 


O py) Ou. Tov *I.] The substance of 
the confession which has been given 
in detail in the former verse is gather- 
ed up in the single human name of 
the Lord. To ‘confess Jesus,’ which 
in the connexion can only mean to 
confess ‘Jesus as Lord’ (1 Cor. xii 3, 
Rom. x. 9), is to recognise divine 
sovereignty in One Who is truly man, 
or, in other words, to recognise the 
union of the divine and human in one 
Person, a truth which finds its only 
adequate expression in the fact of the 
Incarnation. 

The very ancient reading 6 \veu rov 
Incovv (qui solvit Jesum V., qui 
destruit Lefr.: see Additional Note) 
expresses this view more directly. 
The meaning which itvis designed to 
convey must be ‘which separates the 
divine from the human, which divides 
the one divine-human Person.’ But 
it may well be doubted whether 
"Inoods would be used in this compre- 
hensive sense. In Scripture ‘ Jesus’ 
always emphasises the humanity of 
the Lord considered in itself. The 
thought would ‘be conveyed by 6 Avé 
*Inootv Xpeorov or even by O Avew TOV 
xptorov. It seems likely that the 
verb was transferred to this context 
from some traditional saying of St 
John in which it was applied to false 
teachers, suchas of Avovres Tov ypio- 
rov, or the like. The words of Poly- 
carp which appear only indirectly, and 
yet certainly, to refer to the phrase 
in the Epistle indicate that St John 
dwelt upon the thought in various 
aspects :/mas yap os ay pun oporoyn "In- 
covv Xpiorov ev capkt ednArvbevae avri- 
XptaTos eott, kal 6s Gy pr dpodoyn Td 
paptupiov Tod aTavpov ek Tov diaBddov 
éori (ad Phil. ¢. vii.). 

5 py oporoyei] The use of p7 marks 
the character of the spirit which leads 


rov Iv AB (vg) me syrr ; 


+ év capki é\ndvdbra N syrr (lat): om. AB 


to the denial (‘such that it confesseth 
not’) as distinguished from the simple 
fact of the failure to confess (0 ovx 
Oporoyet: v. 6.05 ovK or). 

tov | Comp..i. 7note. For the use 
of this simple human name of the Lord 
in similar connexions see Rom. iii. 26; 
(x. 9;) 2 Cor. xi. 4; Eph. iv. 21; Phil. 
i. 10; Hebr..ii.9 note. Comp. 2 Cor. 
LV. 1LOMe 

éx tov Gedd ovx@.} The denial of 
the Incarnation is in fact the denial 
of that which is characteristic of 
the Christian Faith, the: true union of 
God and man (comp. ii: 22-ff.). 


By’ 


this form of statement (as distin- ' 


guished from ‘is of the: devil, or the 
like) St John meets the specious 


claims of the false prophets: such a? 


spirit, whatever appearances may be, 
is not of God. 

The antagonists regarded here are 
not mere unbelievers but those who 
knowing Christianity fashion it into a 
shape of their own. 

Augustine (ad loc.) remarks cha- 
racteristically that the denial of the 
Incarnation is-the sign of the absence 
of love: Caritas illum adduxit ad car- 
nem. Quisquis ergo non habet cari- 
tatem negat Christum in carne venisse. 
And so he goes on to interpret ‘solvit’ 
of the spirit of the schismatic ; [lle 
venit colligere, tu venis solvere. Dis- 
tringere vis membra Christi. Quo- 
modo non negas Christum in carne 
yenisse qui disrumpis Ecclesiam Dei 
quam Ille congregavit ? 

It is of interest to notice the two 
negative signs which St John gives of 
‘not being of God’ In e. iii. 10 he 
writes mas 6 pr) mov Sixacoovyny ov« 
Zorw ex rod beod: here way, rvedpa 6 
py dpmodoyel TOV "Incodv-éK Tov Oeov ovK 
Zorw. In the case of men the proof 
of the absence of the divine connexion 
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is found in the want of active righte- 
ousness: in the case of spirits in the 
failure to confess the Incarnation. 
The two tests exactly correspond to 
one another in the two spheres to 
which they severally belong. The 
confession of the Incarnation embodied 
in life must produce the effort after 
righteousness which finds its absolute 
spiritual support in the belief in the 
Incarnation. 

kat TouTo...] et hic est antichristus 
quod audistis V., hoc est illius anti- 
christi quod aud. ¥., ‘and this whole 
manifestation of false, ungodly, spiri- 
tual powers is the manifestation of 
antichrist, whereof (6 not 6v) ye have 
‘heard...’ The omission of wvedpa in 
the phrase 76 rod dvtiypicrov gives 
greater breadth to the thought, so 
that the words include the many 
spirits, the many forces, which reveal 
the action of antichrist. 

Tov avrixpiorov] The spiritual in- 
fluence is not only negatively ‘not of 
God’: it is positively ‘of antichrist’. 

dxnxoatre] Compare xabds xovcare 
ii. 18. The difference in tense places 
the two warnings in a somewhat dif- 
ferent relation to the hearers. For 
the perfect see c. i. 1, 3, 5; for the 
aorist, ii. 7, 18, 24, iii. 11; 2 John 6. 

épxera] The same word is used of 
the advent of the power of evil as of 
the advent of the Lord. Comp. ii. 18; 
vy. 6, notes. 

kat viv...75n] et nunc jam V., and 
now...already. For the position of #8n 
see John ix. 27 (notiv. 35). The pro- 
phecy had found fulfilment before the 
Church had looked for it. 

3. The test of men lies in the re- 
cognition of the Truth (4—6). 

4—6. In the verses which precede 
(2, 3) St John has considered the 


teaching of spirits as the test of their 
character. He now regards the sub- 
ject from another point of view and 
considers the teaching of spirits as the 
test of men. 

4. vpets| You as contrasted with 
the world; you who are in possession 
of spiritual endowments. Comp. ii. 20 
kal vpeis xplopa €xere, li. 24, 27. 

€k tov Oeov é€aré] Comp. Addi- 
tional Note on iii. 1. 

The hearers of St John have that 
divine connexion which the false 
spirits have not (v. 3 ék« rod 6. ov @). 

texvia] @ iii. 18. The father in 
Christ speaks again. The address 
‘beloved’ has been used twice in the 
interval (iii. 21, iv. 1). * 

vevixnkate avtovs] vicistis eum V., 
cos F., have overcome them. The per- 
sonal reference goes back to e. 1 (Wev- 
Sompopyra). The intervening verses 
are structurally parenthetical, though 
they contain the ruling thought of the 
section. 

The false spirits, whose character- 
istic has now been defined, must have 
their organs through whom to speak 2 
and Christians must wage war against 
them. In this conflict the virtue of 
their Master’s Victory (John xvi. 33) 
is granted to them. They have to 
claim the fruits of a triumph which 
has been already gained. 

Comp. ii. 13 (vevixnkare) note. 

The thought of a spiritual conflict 
is developed in Eph. vi. 12 ff. 

ért...] The ground and the assur- 
ance of the victory of Christians lie in 
the Power by which they are inspired 
(c. iii, 24). The strength of men is 
proportioned to the vital force of 
which they are the organs. 

Vicistis eum, inquit. Sed unde vi- 
cerunt? Numquid liberi virtute ar- 
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bitrii? Non utique. Taceat Pelagius, 
dicat ipse Johannes: Quoniam major 


est qui in vobis est... (Bede). So Au- 


gustine ; ...qui audit Vicistis erigit 
caput, erigit cervicem, laudari se vult. 
Noli te extollere: vide quis in te 
Vicit. 

pei{ov] greater. See iii. 20. 

6 ev vpiv] qui in vobis est V., he 
that ts in you, that is in the Christian 
Society. The Church appears to be 
set over against the world; so that 
here the thought is of the body, and 
not (as in iii. 24) of the individual. 
The Divine Person is undefined. We 
think naturally of God in Christ. 
Comp. John vi. 56, xiv. 20, xv. 4f., 
Xvii. 23, 26. Elsewhere ‘the word of 
God’ (c. ii. 14), ‘the unction received 
from Him’ (ii. 27), ‘His seed’ (iii. 9) 
is said to ‘abide’ in believers, as here 
He himself is in them. See note on 2. 
15. St Paul expresses the same 
thought in relation to the individual : 
Gal. ii. 20. 

6 €v T@ Koopo] he...world. The 
many false spirits represent one per- 
sonal power of falsehood, ‘the prince 
of the world’ (John xii. 31, xiv. 30), 
the devil whose ‘children’ the wicked 
are (iii. 10). The world occupies in 
regard to him the same twofold posi- 
tion which Christians occupy with re- 
gard to God: ‘the world lieth in the 
wicked one’ (c. v. 19) and he ‘is in 
the world” The natural opposite to 
‘in you, taken personally, would have 
been ‘in them’; but St John wishes to 
shew that these false prophets are 
representatives of the world. The 
conflict, as has been said above, is 
regarded socially. 

Comp. Eph. ii 2. 

5. avroi...] ipst V., they, the false 
prophets, through whom the false 
spirits work. 

The nom. pl. adroit, which occurs 


¢ ~ > cad a WS , e 
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here only in the Epistles, emphasises 
the contrast. Comp. James ii. 6, 7; 
Hebr. xiii. 17; Luke xi. 48. See c. ii. 
25 note. 

ex T. kK, elolv] de mundo sunt V., 
are of the world and not simply of the 
earth (John iii. 31). The ‘earth’ ex- 
presses the necessary limitations of 
the present order: the ‘world’ the 
moral characteristics of the order, as 
separated from God. For the phrase 
compare ¢, ii. 16; John xy. 109, xvii. 
14, 16 and the cognate phrase ‘to be 
of this world’: John viii. 23, xviii. 36. 

dia rovto]| tdeo V., for this reason. 
The character of their speech and the 
character of their hearers are deter- 
mined by their own character. The 
words ‘of the world’ answer to ‘the 
world’ in the order of the original: ‘7¢ 
is of the world they speak, and the 
world heareth them? 

For the threefold repetition of ‘the 
world’ see John iii. 17, 31; 2 Mace. 
Vii. 11. 

axover] Comp. John xy. 19. 

6. nyeis ext. 0. €.] we are of God. 
The apostle has spoken of Christian 
hearers (v. 4 dpeis ek r. 6. é.): he now 
speaks of Christian teachers. In each 
case living dependence upon God pro- 
duces its full effect. The hearer dis- 
cerns the true message. The teacher 
discovers the true disciple. And this 
concurrence of experience brings fresh 
assurance and deeper knowledge. 

The opposition of jpeis to vpets and 
the use of dover shew that St John is 
not speaking here of Christians gene- 
rally but of those whose work it is to 
unfold the divine message. 

The description of the true teachers 
is not exactly parallel with that of the 
false teachers. It is not directly said 
of these that ‘they speak of God’ be- 
cause the conclusion does not admit 
of being put in the same form as in 
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the former case (‘they speak of the 


world and the world heareth them’). 
The world listens to those who ex- 
press its own thoughts; the Christian 
listens to those who teach him more 
of God, new thoughts which he makes 
his own. Thus the argument which 
in the former clause lies in ‘speak of 
the world, in this clause lies in ‘he 
that knoweth God. The readiness to 
hear springs from a living, growing, 
knowledge, which welcomes and ap- 
propriates the truth. 

Comp. John viii. 47. 

6 yweckov tr. 6.) gui novit Deum 
V., he that knoweth God... The Latin 
and English renderings both fail to 
express the force of the original 
phrase which describes a knowledge 
apprehended as progressive and not. 
complete, a knowledge which answers 
to the processes of life.. Comp. v. 7, 
vy. 20; John xvii. 3. Contrast ii. 3 f., 
RSet ilte aly 

So St Paul speaks of “the. call’ of 
God as continuous; 1 Thess. vy. 24. 
Comp. Phil. iii. 12 ff. 

St John appears to choose this most 
expressive phrase in place-of the more 
general one ‘he that is: of God’ in 
order to illustrate the position of the 
true disciple as one who is ever ad- 
vancing in the knowledge of God, and 
whose power of hearing and learning 
is given by this attitude of faithful 
expectancy. 

So it is that when he passes to the 
negative side it is sufficient to say ‘he 
that is not of God’ without bringing 
into prominence the special energy 
which flows from this divine de- 
pendence in regard to the fuller ex- 
position of the Gospel. 

The contrast which is marked here 
between him ‘that Anoweth God’ and 


éx To’rov NB syrr: év rovrw A vg me the, 


the man ‘who 7s not of God’ is given 
under a slightly different form in v. 7 
where it is said ‘he that loveth hath 
been born of God and knoweth God, 
while ‘he that loveth not knew not 
God.’ 

ovK dkovet| Comp. John xiv. 17 
note. 

ék tovrou] in hoc V., hereby, from 
this. The phrase does not occur again 
in the Epistle and must be dis- 
tinguished from the common éy rovte 
(see ¢. li. 3 note). It is found twice in 
the Gospel marking a connexion partly 
historical and partly moral (vi. 66, 
xix. 12). "Hv rovrm seems to note a 
fact which is a direct indication in 
itself of that which is perceived: ex | 
rovrou suggests some further process 
by which the conclusion is obtained. 
The consideration of the general 
character of those who receive and 
of those who reject the message, and 
again of the teaching which is re- 
ceived and rejected by those who are 
children of God, leads to a fuller dis- 
cernment of the spirit of the Truth 
and of the spirit of the opposing error. 
The power to recognise and accept 
the fuller exhibition of the Truth 
must come from the Spirit of Truth: 
the rejection of the Truth reveals the 
working of the spirit of error. 

ywookopev] cognoscimus V., we 
know, recognise, perceive. This power 
of recognition belongs to all believers. 
It is not limited to teachers by an 
emphatic pronoun as before ; but ex- 
presses what is learnt in different 
ways by hearers and teachers. 

TO Tv. Ths ad.] spiritum veritatis 
V., the Spirit of Truth. Comp. John 
xiv. 17 note; 1 Cor. ii. 12 ff. 

TO mv. THs mAdyns| spiritum erroris 
V., the spirit of error. The phrase is 
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unique in the N.T. Comp. 1 Cor. ii. 
12 TO mvedpa Tod Kéocpov. I Tim. iv. I 
mvevpaoe mAcvos. In contrast to 7 
a\nOeia ‘the Truth’ stands 4 man 
(Eph. iv. 14) ‘the error, in which lie 
concentrated the germs of all manifold 
errors. Compare ro Webddos 2 Thess. 
a 11; Rom, i. 25, Eph. iv. 24 f.; 
John viii. 44. 


C. Tue Curistran Lire: 
Vrorory or Farrn. 
. (iv. 7—yY. 21.) 


THE 


The consideration of Antichrists 
and of the spirit of Antichrist and 
error is now over, and St John lays 
open the fulness of the Christian 
life. In doing this he takes up in a 
new connexion thoughts which he 
has before touched upon, and groups 
them in relation to tlie-final revela- 
tion God is love (iv. 8, 16). 

The whole division of the Epistle 
seems to fall most naturally into 
three sections: 


J. Tae Seririr or THE CHRISTIAN 
LIFE: Gop anv. Lov. 
(vay 20) 

II. Tae Power or THE CHRISTIAN 
Lirni: THE Victory anp WiItNESS 
or Faira. 

(v. I—I2.) 


Ill. Tae Activity snp. ConFIDENCE 
OF THE CHRISTIAN Lire: EpI- 
LOGUE. 


(v. 13—21.) 

I. Tue Sprrir oF THE CHRISTIAN 
Lire: Gop anp Love (iv. 7—21). 

This section deals in succession 
with 

1. The ground of love (7—10). 

2. The inspiration of 
(11—16 @), 

3. The activity of love (16 b— 
21): 


love 


In.the first paragraph the subject 
is regarded mainly from its abstract, 
and in the second mainly from its 
personal side: in the third it is 
treated in relation to action. 


1. The ground of love (7—10). 


The Christian Society has been 
shewn to be clearly distinguished 
from the world, even when the world 
obtains the support of spiritual pow- 
ers. StJohn therefore passes on to 
consider the spirit of the Christian 
life as seen in the Christian Body. 
This spirit is love, the presence of 
which is the proof of. divine Sonship, 
seeing that God is.love (wv. 7, 8); 
and in the Incarnation we have set 
before us the manifestation (e 9) 
and the essenee of love (w. 10). 

7. The transition of thought ap- 
pears to lie in the implied efficiency 
of love as a moral test of knowledge. 
The twofold commandment of faith 
and love is essentially one command- 
ment (iii. 23f.). Love in the region 
of action corresponds to the confession 
of the Incarnation in the region of 
thought. The Christian spirit then 
is proved by love. 

ayannroi|] The title and the charge 
go together. See ch. ii. 7 note. 

The title occurs comparatively fre- 
quently in 2 Peter, Jude, and sparingly 
in the other Epistles of the New Tes- 
tamentin2) Petsiiliit,. 8), 1455 7; 
Judes 7, 2Onelabetatlelii; 1s 12h: 
2 Cor. vii. 1; xii. 19; Rom. xii. 19; 
Phil. iv. 1; Hebr. vi. 9. *Ayamnroi 
pov occurs I Cor. x. 14; and ddeAgoi 
pov dyannroi, James i. 16, 19; iL 5; 
1 Cor, xv._58. 

dyanapev dddAndovs] diligamus in- 
vicem, V., let us love one another. 
Comp. ch. iii. 11 note. St John deals 
with the love of Christians for Chris- 
tians (piradeAgia, St Paul, Hebr., St 
Peter) as the absolute type of love. 
There is no longer any distinction of 
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‘ye? and ‘we’ (vz. 4 ff.); nor any em- 
phasis on the pronoun. Compare iii. 
14, 18, 233 iv. 12, 19; v. 2. St John 
never says dyamare, though he does 
say pn dyarare (ii. 15). 

6rt...] because... The charge is 
based upon a twofold argument: (1) 
Love is of Gop, and therefore since it 
proceeds from Him, it must be cha- 
racteristic also of those who partake 
in His Nature, as His children; and, 
again, (2) Active love becomes to 
him who exercises it the sign of his 
sonship (ili. 19). 

ext. 6. ¢.] ts of God, flows from 
Him, as the one spring, and in such 
a way that the connexion with the 
source remains unbroken. See Addi- 
tional Note on iii. 1. 

mas o ayarav...| every one that 
loveth... The clause appears at first 
sight to be inverted in form. It 
might have seemed to be a more 
direct argument to say ‘let us! love 
one another because...every one that 
is born of God loveth.’ But as it is, 
the words bring out the blessing as 
well as the implied necessity of love. 
Every one that loveth hath in the 
consciousness of that spirit the proof 
of his divine sonship. Comp. iii. 
19. 

was 0...) every one that... Comp. 
iii. 3 note. St John does not say 
simply “he that loveth.” He insists 
on the supreme characteristic of love 
as overpowering in whomsoever it is 
realised difficulties which men might 
discover in subordinate differences. 

ék Tod 0. yeyevvntar| hath been born 
(begotten) of God. Compare Addi- 
tional Note on iii. 1. The combina- 
tion of yeyévynras with ywdoxer (not 
éyvoxev) is significant. Living know- 
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ledge is regarded only in its present 
activity. The active principle of son- 
ship is referred to its origin. 
ywooker] cognoscit V., knoweth. 
Seev. 6 note. The present is sharply 
contrasted with the aor. (yva, novit, 


-V.) which follows (2. 8). 


.The idea of ‘knowledge’ is intro- 
duced here in connexion with the ac- 
tion of the Spirit of Truth in the fuller 
unfolding of the. mystery of Christ's 
Person. He that loveth derives his 
spiritual being from God, and of 
necessity therefore is in sympathy 
with Him, and knows Him, that is, 
recognises every revelation which 
shews more of Him (. 6). 2 

8. As the presence of active love 
is the pledge of advancing know- 
ledge, so the absence of love is the 
proof that apparent knowledge was 
not real. ‘He that loveth not, knew 
not God’ (ovk éyva r. 6.,non novit V., 
ignorat F.) when he made profession 
of knowing Him. His acknowledg- 
ment of God (as at Baptism) was 
based on no true recognition of His 
nature. 

The aor. (éyvar) always has its full 
force. Compare iii. 1; John x. 38, 
Xvi. 3. 

dtu...] because. It is assumed that 
knowledge involves practical sym- 
pathy. Compare ii. 3 note. 

Bede puts well one side of the 
truth; Quisquis [Deum] non amat, 
profecto ostendit quia quam sit ama- 
bilis non novit (ad ¢, ii. 5). 

This conception of the nature of 
knowledge corresponds with the view 
of the Gospel as ‘ the Truth,’ 

60....ayarn éoriv] Deus caritas est 
V. See Additional Note. 

9. €v rovTe...drt.. ] In hoc...quo-, 
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niam... V. In this...that... So v. 10, 
John ix. 30, 

ev r. epav...] The manifestation and 
the essence of love (v. Io ev r. éeotiv 
7 a.) are distinguished, .though both 
are seen in the Incarnation. The 
inanifestation of love was shewn in 
the fact (r. vi. r. prov. awéor.) and in 
the end (iva (yo.) of the Mission of 
the Son. The essence of love was 
shewn in this that the Mission of the 
Son was absolutely spontaneous (av- 
Tos nyarnoev 7.). Comp. Rom. viii. 32. 

edavepobn! apparuit V.,manifestata 
est Aug., was manifested. That which 
‘was’ eternally was made known in 
time. Compare c. i. 2 note. In the 
retrospect of His completed work on 
earth the Lord says: édavépaca cov 
ro ovopa (John xvii. 7), that is ‘the 
Father’s name,’ the revelation of love. 
See also 2 Tim. i. 9 f. 

év nuiv] in nobis V., in us: not 
simply ‘towards us’ as the objects 
to whom the love was directed, but 
‘in us,’ in us believers, as the me- 
dium in which it was revealed and 
in which it was effective (that we 
may live through Him). Comp. v. 
16. The Christian shares the life of 
Christ, and so becomes himself a 
secondary sign of God’s love. There 
is a sense in which creation shews 
God’s love, but this revelation be- 
comes clear through the new crea- 
tion. The manifestation of the love 
of God to man becomes a living power 
as a manifestation of His love iz man. 

The sense in our case,-or among 
us (John i. 14), is excluded by the con- 
stant use of the preposition in the 
context to express the presence of 
God in the Christian body (. 12). 

Tov vidv av. Tov pov.) filium suum 
unigenitum V., His Son, His only 
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Son. The exact form occurs only here 
and John iii. 16. Comp. ii. 7; Johni. 
14 notes; and Additional Note on iil. 
23., The order of the words in the 
whole clause is most impressive: ‘in 
this that His Son, His only Son, hath 
God sent into the world, into the 
world, though alienated from Him. 

dméatadkev| he hath sent, and we 
now enjoy the blessings of the Mission: 
@. 14; John’ ys (36, xx.21.--Comp. 
John v. 33; Luke iv. 18; 2 Cor. xii. 
17, &e. The aorist (dméoreda) oc- 
curs v. 10; John iii. 17, 34, vi. 29, &c., 
xvii. 3, &c. See Additional Notes on 
iii. 5; John xx;21. 

Both here and in John iii. 16 the 
Mission of the Son is referred to 
‘God’ and not to ‘the Father” The 
central idea is that of the divine 
majesty of the Son and not that of 
the special relation in which the 
Father stands to the Son and, through 
the Son, to men. Contrast v.14, and 
see Additional Note on i. 2. 

wa (yoopev...| that we may live... 
The natural state of men is that of 
death: ¢. ili. 14. It is perhaps strange 
that this is the only place in the 
Epistles in which the verb (jv occurs. 
Compare John v. 25, vi. 51, 57 f, 
xi. 25, xiv. 19. ‘he term is used 
because the Apostle lays stress upon 
the activity of the Christian and not 
upon his safety only (that we may be 
saved; John iii. 17). In him, as he 
lives, the love of God is seen visibly 
working. As compared with John 
iii. 16 f., which should be closely 
examined with this passage, the ob- 
ject of the Mission of Christ is here 
set forth in its personal working and 
not in its general scope. 

d0 avrod|] per eum V., through 
Him, as the efficient cause of life. 
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Elsewhere the Christian is said to 
live ‘on account of’ Christ John vi. 
57 (de' epé). 

St Paul speaks of Christ as living 
in the Christian ; Gal. ii. 20. ‘The 
life of Jesus’ is that which the be- 
liever strives to manifest: 2 Cor. iv. 
10 f.; and Christ is his life: Col. iii. 
4 (comp. 1 John v. 12, 20); while 
hereafter the Christian will live with 
Him (odv air@) 1 Thess. v. 10, So 
Christ is the aim of the Christian’s 
life: Rom. xiv. 8 (r6 kupie ¢); comp. 
Rom. vi. 10 f.; Gal. ii. 19; and the 
substance of his life (rd (qv): Phil. 
Ion 

It is to be noticed that the Christian 
is not said in the New Testament to 
‘live in Christ’ (contrast Acts xvii. 
28); though the Christian’s life is 
‘in Him’: 1 John v. 11; Rom. vi. 23; 
2 Tim. i. 1. This phrase however 
occurs in Polye. ad Phil. 8, 8v rpyas, 
va (jo@pev ev adr, mavtra Umépeure. 

10. év tovtT@ éoriv...dtt.,.] in this 
is... that ...| In this we can see a 
revelation of the true nature of love. 
The source of love is the free will of 
God Himself. He loved us because 
‘He is love,’ and in virtue of that love 
sent His Son, The origin of love lies 
beyond humanity. 

n ayarn| caritas V., love, in its 
most absolute sense, not farther de- 
fined as the love of God or of man. 

ody OTL...dAN ... ] non quasi... sed 
quoniam V., not that...but that... 
The negative clause is brought for- 
ward to emphasise the thought of 
man’s inability to originate love. For 
somewhat similar forms of expression 
see 2 John 5; John'vi. 38, vii. 22, 


aurés: éxetvos A. 


xii. 6. Non illum dileximus prius: 
nam ad hoc nos dilexit ut diligamus 
eum (Aug., Bede). 

aitos| ipse V., he, of His own free 
will. Compare ii. 25 note. 

nyarnoev| loved us. The love is 
viewed in regard to its historic mani- 
festation, John iii. 16; Eph. ii. 4; 
2 Thess. ii. 16. Comp. Gal. ii. 20; 
Eph. y. 2, 25; Apoe. iii. 9. 

Aacpov] propitiationem V., litato- 
rem Aug.; in quibusdam codicibus... 
legitur...litatorem... Bede; expiato- 
rem Lefr., a propitiation. Comp. ii. 
2 note. The idea is introduced here 
to mark the preparation of men for 
fellowship with God. God was pleased 
to make men fit to share His nature. 
The life (v. 9) followed on the re- 
moval of sin. 


2. The inspiration of love (11— 
16a). 

St John has shewn that love must 
come from God Who has revealed in 
the Incarnation what it is essentially, 
the spontaneous communication of the 
highest good. He now considers what 
must be the effect upon men of this 
manifestation of love. Love is the 
assurance and the revelation of the 
divine Presence. 

11. The character of God’s love 
carries with it an overwhelming obli- 
gation. 

a@yarntot| %. 7 note. 

el ovtas...] si sic Deus dilexit nos, 
if it was so, as we see in the mission 
of His Son, God loved us.... The 
order of the words throws a stress 
upon the particular manifestation of 
God’s love (jyamnoev, John iii. 16); 
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and the repetition of 6 6eéds empha- 
sises the Majesty of Him Who thus 
revealed His love. 

kal 7. od.] et nos debemus V., we 
also ought... Seeiii. 16 note. The love 
which God has not only shewn but 
given to us (v. 1) becomes a con- 
straining motive for action. 

aan. ay.) alterutrum diligere V., 
tnvicem diligere Aug. (F.). The 
phrase marks the mutual fulness of 
love. Comp. iii. 11 note. Of the love 
itself Augustine says: Noli in homine 
amare errorem, sed hominem: homi- 
nem enim Deus fecit, errorem ipse 
homo fecit. 

It is of importance to observe that 
the obligation which St John draws 
from the fact of God’s love is not that 
we should ‘love God’ but that we 
should ‘love one another. It is 
through human affections and duties 
that the spiritual, when -once appre- 
hended in its sublime purity, gains 
definiteness and reality under the 
conditions of our present state (comp. 
v. 20; c.i. 3 note), The thought of 
‘the love of God’ (i.e. of which God 
is the object) as distinct from the 
‘love of Christ’ (John xiv. 15, 21, 23 f., 
28; xxi. 6; Eph. vi. 24) is very rare 
in the N. T. (v. 21; c. vy. 2 ; Rom. viii. 
28; 1 Cor. ii. 9, LXX.+ Vill. 3 €l rus 
dyana tov Gedy, otros éyvworat im av- 
tov). ‘The command to love God is 
quoted from the Law (Matt. xxii. 37 
and parr. from Deut. vi. 5). Gradu- 
ally by the elevation of thought God 
seemed to be withdrawn from men ; 
and then in the Person of His Son, 
who took humanity to Himself, God 
gave back to man that in which 
human feeling can find inspiration 
and rest. 

12. ‘The love to which we are con- 
strained is the only possible proof of 
fellowship with God. 

Gcov...teOéarar] Deum nemo vidit 


unquam V., God hath no man ever 
beheld. Comp. John i. 18 note. In 
both passages Gedy stands first and 
without the article, ‘God as God’; 
and in both passages the object is 
directly followed by the subject: God 
hath no man ever (seen). But the 
verbs are different. In John i. 18 
the thought is of the vision which 
might be the foundation of revelation 
(édpaxev): here the thought is of the 
continuous beholding which answers to 
abiding fellowship (re@éara:). Comp. 
John xvi. 16 note. On eds and 6 
Geos see Additional Note. 

ovdels mazmore...| 20 man ever Yel.... 
In these words St John seems to call 
up all the triumphs of the saints in 
past time. However close their fel- 
lowship with God had been, yet no 
one had beheld Him as He is. The 
question here is not one of abstract 
power but of actual experience. 

éav ayandpev...| aif we love.... 
Though God is invisible He yet is not 
only very near to us but may be in 
us, the Life of our lives. The words, 
as Bede points out, meet the implied 
question: Quo solatio utendum ubi 
divina visione nondum licet perfrui ? 

The manifestation of active love by 
men witnesses to two facts: (1) the 
abiding of God in them, and (2) the 
presence of divine love in them in its 
completest form. There is both the 
reality of fellowship and the effective- 
ness of fellowship. 

6 O. ev 7m. péever| abidethin us. See 
v.15 note. Generally this fellowship 
is described under its two aspects 
(‘God in us, we in God’), but here 
the idea is that of the power of the 
divine indwelling. Comp. John xvii. 
2g 20: 

The question has been asked (Bede), 
How the highest blessedness is at- 
tached to the mutual love of Chris- 
tians while in the Gospel the love of 
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enemies is enjoined (Matt. v. 43 ff.)?_ 


The answer lies in the recognition of 
the essence of Christian love. This 
resting upon the Incarnation regards 
all men in the light of that fact. The 
Christian can separate in man that 
which belongs to his true nature from 
the disease which corrupts it: Seevit 
in te homo. Ile seevit, tu deprecare : 
ille odit, tu miserere. Febvis animeze 
ipsius te odit: sanus erit et gratias 
tibi aget (Aug. in 1 Joh. Tract. viii. 
$11). 

The love of the brethren is indeed 
the recognition of God in men by the 
exercise of that in man which is after 
the image of God. Ubi factus est ad 
imaginem Dei? Augustine asks on 
this passage, and replies: In intel- 
lectu, in mente, in interiore homine, 
in eo quod intellegit caritatem, diju- 
dicat justitiam et injustitiam, novit a 
quo factus est, potest intellegere Crea- 
torem suum, laudare Creatorem suum 
(Tract. viii. § 6). 

He afterwards adds a profound 
test of love: Hoc naturale habes: 
semper melior eris quam bestia. Si 
vis melior esse quam alius homo, in- 
videbis ei quando tibi esse videbis 
zequalem. Debes velle omnes homi- 
nes eequales tibi esse (§ 8). 

n ay. avtov|'caritas ejus V., His 
love, the love which answers to His 
nature and with which He has en- 
dowed us. Comp. ii. 5 note. Man 
receives the love of God and makes it 
his own. Neither of the two speci- 
ally defined senses, ‘the love of God 
for man, or ‘the love of man for 
God,’ suits the context. 

reted....ceoTiv| The resolved form 
(i. 43 contrast v. 17, ii. 5) emphasises 
the two elements of the thought: 
‘the love of God is in us’; ‘the love 
of God is in us in its completest 


form. It is through man that ‘the 
love of God’ finds its fulfilment on 
earth, 

The ideas of the perfection of love 
in the believer and of the perfection 
of the believer in love are presented 
in several different forms in the 
epistle. In c¢. ii. 5 the sign of the 
perfection of ‘the love of God’ in man 
is found in the watchful regard which 
the believer pays to His revelation 
(ds av typhi avrod Tov Adyov). Here it 
is found in the love of Christians for 
one another. The two signs explain 
and indeed include each other. Love 
is the fulfilment of divine obedience. 
The commandment of Christ was 
love (cf. ¢. iii. 23). 

In ov. 17, 18 the perfection of love 
is preseated under another aspect. 
The fruit of the possession of ‘love’ 
is shewn in regard to the believer 
himself, ‘Love hath been perfected 
with us’ to the end that ‘we may 
have boldness in the day of judg- 
ment.’ And for the present, ‘he that 
feareth hath not been made perfect 
in love.’ Obedience, active love, con- 
fidence, these three, point to the 
same fact. Where the one is the 
other is. The source of all is the full 
development of the divine gift of 
love. 

13. €v roUT@ ywwdoKopev...] in hoc 
tntellegimus V., in this, the posses- 
sion of the spirit of love, which flows 
from God, we perceive, we are seve- 
rally conscious of the fact of the 
divine indwelling which has been 
affirmed generally (v.12, God abideth 
tn us); and that by continuous and 
progressive experience (contrast eyva- 
Kapev, U, 16). 

ev aire pévopev...] See v. 15 note. 
The believer feels in the enjoyment 
of this affect’on that the centre of his 
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life is no longer within himself nor on 
earth; because the spirit by which it 
is inspired, by which alone it can be 
inspired, is the Spirit of God. 

ex tov mv.| de spiritu suo V., of 
His Spirit, ‘to each according to his 
several ability.” Under different as- 
pects it can be said that God gives to 
Christians ‘His Spirit’ (1 Thess. iv. 
8), or ‘of His Spirit’ For the use of 
ex (contrast iii. 24) see John vi. 11, i. 
16. In the Holy Trinity we conceive 
of the perfect union of the Father 
and the Son as realised through the 
Spirit. So too it is through the same 
Spirit that the ‘many sons’ are united 
in the Son with God. 

dédaxev] hath given. Contrast iii. 
23, eOwxey. The difference in tense 
corresponds to the difference in the 
sense of €x rod mvevparos. 

14. kal 7pets reO....| eb nos vidi- 
mus V..and we have beheld.... The 
emphatic pronoun (e. 6, i. 4; John i. 
16) brings into prominence the ex- 
perience of the Christian Society 
gathered up in that of its leaders. 
The apostle does not speak of himself 
personally but as representing the 
Church for which he had a special 
work to do. His experience (John i. 
14) was in another form the experi- 
ence of all (John i. 16). The vision 
and witness of the immediate dis- 
ciples correspond with the know- 
ledge and belief of the disciples in all 
ages. Or to express the same truth 
otherwise, that vision and witness 
remain as an abiding endowment of 
the living Body. 

reOcdueba] Strictly speaking the 
immediate objects of reOeduweOa and 
paptupodpev are different. The object 
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of contemplation was the revelation 
of the Lord’s Life: the object of 
witness, the declaration of its mean- 
ing. Ina wider sense spiritual facts 
can become the objects of direct 
vision (comp. John i. 33, wévov). Here 
however the thought is that the sig- 
nificance of the Lord’s Mission was 
made known to those who carefully 
regarded His Life and observed the 
necessary tendency of all His actions. 
In this respect His Life was the ob- 
ject of contemplation (@eao6a) and 
not of vision. Compare John i. 34 
(édpaxa) with John i. 32 (reOéaya). 
See also ¢. i. 1, 2. 

The use of redcdueOa carries the 
mind back to v. 12, Gedy ovSels rebéa- 
tra. Though God Himself had not 
been the object of direct human re- 
gard, yet Christian faith rests upon a 
historic revelation of His Nature. 

TeGedpeOa Kal paprupotpev] Comp. 
i. 2, €wpdxapev Kal paprupodpuer, iii. 11, 
32, and contrast John i. 34, édpaka kal 
pewaptupnka, Xix. 35. The continuous 
witness was based upon the abiding 
experience. 

o marnp| Comp. v. 10 (6 beds) note. 

améoradkev| hath sent. The testi- 
mony is borne not simply to the his- 
toric fact (v. 10, dréoreihev), but (as 
in v. 9) to the permanence of Christ’s 
mission. Of this believers have direct 
knowledge. Comp. Additional Note 
on ¢. iii. 5. 

cetipa Tov x.| salvatorem mundi 
V. (swculi F.), as Saviour of the 
world. The full title occurs once 
again in the N. T. as the confession 
of the Samaritans, John iv. 42; and 
the thought which it conveys is ex- 
pressed in John iii. 17. St John 
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nowhere else uses the title cornp, 
which in other apostolic writings is 
applied both (1) to ‘God’: 1 Tim. i. 
1 beds carnp jar kat X.’1.; Tit. i 3 
6 o. hav 6., ii. 10, iii, 4; Jude 25 
povos beds cwrnp; and more expressly 
1 Tim. ii. 36 o. 7. 6. ds mavras av6po- 
mous Oder cwbqva, iv. 10 Beos Ca», 
és éoTw coTNp TavTOY avOporer, pa- 
Nucra moray (comp. Luke i. 47); and 
(2) to Christ: Luke ii. 11 eréy6y vpiy 
oa. bs éotw xpioros Kvptos; Acts v. 31 
[Incotv] 6 Geos dpxnyov Kal ocwTnpa 
tracer, xiii. 23 6 Geds...Ayayev TO "Io- 
pajr cotipa Inooty; 2 Tim. 1, 1006. 
%. X.°L; Titi. 4X. 1. 6 o. 7. (comp. 
v. 3), ii. 13 6 péyas Beds Kal o. 7. X.°L, 
iii. 6°L X. 60.7.3 2 Pet. i. 11 6 Kvpsos 
7. kal o. 71. X., li, 20, iii. 18 (comp. iii. 
2 6x. kai o.); and more particularly 
Phil. iii. 20 o. dmexdeydpeba Kdproy *I. 
X. (Eph. v. 23 adrés cornp rod odpa- 
ros is doubtful). Thus the title is 
confined (with the exception of the 
writings of St Luke) to the later writ- 
ings of the N. T., and is not found in 
the central group of St Paul’s Hpi- 
stles. The double application in Tit. 
i, 3 f. is very instructive. 

The title is applied to God not un- 
frequently in the uxx.: Deut, xxxil. 
15 deds o. (NYY WY a Deo salutari 
V.); Ps. xxiv. (xxiii.) 5; xxv. (xxiv.) 5 
(Deus salvator meus V.); Xxvii. (Xxvi.) 
(Uy? TON Deus salutaris meus V.) ; 
Ixy. (Ixiv.) 6; Ixxix. (xxviii.) 9; xev. 
(xciv.) 1 || Deut. xxii. 15; Is. xvii. 10; 
xlv. 15 (YD salvator V.). Comp. 
Wisd. xvi. 7; Ecclus. li. 1; 1 Mace. iv. 
30. It is used also of human deliver- 
ers: Jud. iii, 9,15 (WIND salvator V.); 
and of the promised salvation (Sa- 
viour) : Is, lxii, 11 (YW salvator V.). 

In Classical writers the title is used 
of many deities, especially of Zeus ; 
and it was given under later Greek 
dynasties to princes and benefactors. 
Comp. Pearson On the Creed, pp. 72 f. 
(136 ff.) notes, and Wetstein on Lk. 


ii. 11 for numerous examples. It 
had no Latin equivalent in Cicero’s 
time. Cicero commenting on the title 
as applied to Varus adds: Hoe quan- 
tum est? ita magnum est ut Latine 
uno verbo exprimi non possit. Is est 
nimirum softer qui salutem dat (in 
Verr. ii. 2, 63). 

The accus. (cwrjpa) describes what 
Christ is and not simply what He is 
designed to be. Compare ii. 1 Aacpos 
éorw, 0. 10 dmréorendev ikacpov. That 
which is yet partly future in its human 
application (Phil. iii. 20 corfhpa drekde- 
x6ue6a) is complete in the divine idea. 

Itis worthy of notice that the words 
odfew and cornpia are not found in 
the Epistles of St John. 

15. 6s édv] See ii. 5 note. There 
is no limitation in the will of God 
(1 Tim. ii. 3). 

époroyjnan| See ii. 23 note; v. 2 
note. The different forms of the con- . 
fession require to be studied together. 
He that confesseth the Son hath the 
Father also (ii. 23); Every spirit 
that confesseth Jesus Christ come in 
the flesh ts of God (iv. 2); Whosoever 
confesseth that Jesus [Christ] is the 
Son of God, God abideth in him and 
he in God. The exact point of the 
confession here prepares for the con- 
clusion. The recognition of the reve- 
lation of God is the sign of the pre- 
sence of God (comp. I Cor. xii. 3). 
The fruit of the confession character- 
ised in v, 2 is now described fully. 

6 vids rod 6.] See c. iii. 8 note. 

6 6. ev atr@ p...] The fact of the 
divine fellowship is presented by St 
John in different forms. 

1. Sometimes it is set forth in its 
reciprocal fulness : 

iii. 24, he that keepeth (6 tnpdv) His 
commandments abideth in Him (6 
Geos) and He in him. 

iv. 13, hereby we perceive that we 
abide in Him and He in us, because 
He hath given us of His Spirit. 

iv. 15, whosoever shall confess that 
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Jesus [Christ] is the Son of God, God 
abideth in him and he in God. 

iv. 16, God is love, and he that 
abideth in love abideth in God, and 
God [abideth] in him. 

With these passages in which the 
divine fellowship is described as a 
fellowship with ‘God, must be com- 
pared those in which it is described 
as a fellowship with Christ : 

John vi. 56, hé that eateth (6 rpo- 
yov) my flesh and drinketh my blood 
abideth in Me and I in him. 

John xiv. 20, in that day ye shall 
know (yvdcecbe) that I am in my 
Father, and ye in Me, and I in you. 

John xv.5, he that abideth in Me and 
Lin him, the same beareth much fruit. 

It will be observed that, with one 
exception (c. iv. 15), the ‘dwelling’ 
or ‘being’ of man in God is placed 
first (iii. 24, iv. 13, 16; comp. ii. 24; 
John vi. 56, xiv. 20, xv. 5). The 
ascension to heaven, if we may so 
speak, generally precedes the trans- 
figuration of earth. 

2. Sometimes again the divine 
fellowship is regarded in one of its 
two aspects : 

(a) The abiding (being) of man in 
God (or Christ) : 

ii. 5, i” this we know (yweéokoper) 
that we are in Him. 

ii. 6, he that saith he abideth in 
Him ought himself also to walk even 
as He walked. 

ili. 6, every one that abideth in 
Him sinneth not. 

Vv. 20, we know (otSayev) that the 
Son of God hath come...and we are 
in Him that is true (ev rG ahnOw6). 

Compare John xv. 4 (ye cannot 
bear fruit) except ye abide in Me. 

ii. 28, abide in Him that if He 
shall be manifested we may have 
boldness... 

(8) The abiding (being) of God (or 
Christ) in man ; 

iii. 24, hereby we know (ywockoper) 
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that He abideth in us, from the Spirit 
which He gave us. 

iv. 12, if we love one another God. 
abideth in us... 

John xvii. 22 f., the glory which 
Thou hast given Me I have given 
unto them; that they may be one, 
even as we are one; I in them, and 
Thou in Me... 

John xvii. 26, J made known unto 
them Thy Name...that the love where- 
with Thou lovedst Me may bein them 
and I in them. 

It is of interest to examine these 
several passages as illustrating the 
efficient cause, the conditions, the 
sign, the results of this fellowship of 
man with God. 

(a) The efficient cause: the recog- 
nition of the revelation of God in 
Christ, of the Glory and the Name of 
the Father: John xvii. 22 f., 26, xiv. 
20; 1 John v. 20. 

(8) The conditions: confession, iv. 
15; Obedience, iii. 24, ii. 6 ; love, iv. 
16. These are summed up in the 
thought of participation in Christ’s 
Humanity, John vi. 56. 

(y) The sign: the possession of the 
Spirit of God, iii. 24; which shews 
itself as the source of obedience, ii. 5; 
and of love, iv. 12 f. 

(6) The results: fruitfulness, John 
xv. 4f.; confidence, 1 John ii. 28; 
guilelessness, iii. 6. 

The use of the terms ‘abiding’ and 
‘being’ is also suggestive : 

(a) abide: ii. 6, 28, iii. 6, 24, iv. 
12f., 15 f.; John vi. 56, xv. 4f. 

(b) be: ii.5, v. 20; John xiv. 20, 
xvii. 23, 26. 

In this connexion Basil’s remark is 
of interest that the Spirit is spoken 
of ‘as the place of those that are 
sanctified.’ ‘The Spirit, he goes on 
to say, ‘is the place of the saints ; and 
the saint is a place appropriate to 
the Spirit...’ (de Spir. S. xxvi. § 62). 

6 0, évav....avd. €v TH 8.) God in him 
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...he in God. The two clauses mark 
two aspects of the Christian’s life: 
The believer has a new and invincible 
power for the fulfilment of his work 
on earth: ‘God is in him” And again 
he realises that his life is not on 
earth, that he belongs essentially to 
another order: ‘he is in God’ The 
divine fellowship is complete and 
effective in each direction. 

This complementary view of the 
fulness of the Christian life, as the 
believer lives in God and God in him, 
is presented by St John in several 
forms. The love of God abideth in 
Him (iii. 17), and he abideth in love 
(iv. 16). Hternal life abides in him 
(iii. 15); and this life is in the Son 
of God (v.11). The Truth is in him 
(i. 8, ii. 4), and he walketh in the 
Truth (2 Hip. 3). The word of God 
is and abideth in him (i. Io, ii. 14, 
ef. ii, 24), and he abides in the word 
(John viii. 31). He is and abides in 
the light (ii. 9 f.), and the unction of 
God abides in him (ii. 27), and guides 
him to all the Truth. Comp. Apoc. 
ili. 20. 

Vicissim in se habitant qui continet 
et qui continetur. Habitas in Deo, 
sed ut continearis: habitat in te 
Deus, sed ut te contineat ne cadas 
(Aug., Bede). 

16, Kal jueis| and we, we who can 
speak from the fulness of Christian 
experience as confessors of Christ.... 
The case is taken from supposition 
(6s éav) to fact. For nyeis see v. 14 
note. 

eyvok. Kal TemioT. THY ay.| Cognovt- 
mus et credidimus cartiati V., cogn. 
et credimus quam dilectionem Deus 
habet Aug., cogn. et credidimus in 
[caritate] quam habet Deus F. The 
two verbs form a compound verb, in 
which the idea of belief qualifies and 
explains what is in this case the pri- 


6 beds: —ON. 


mary and predominant idea, know- 
ledge. The Vulgate rendering throws 
the emphasis wrongly on belief. The 
same two verbs occur in John vi. 69 


; ae ; 
in the reverse order: jets memtorev- 


Kapev Kal €yveKapev OTe OD Et O GyLos 
Tov Oeov. Under different aspects 
knowledge precedes faith and faith 
precedes knowledge. We must have 
a true if limited knowledge of the 
object of faith before true faith can 
exist ; and true faith opens the way 
to fuller knowledge. A general faith 
in Christ and self-surrender to Him 
prepared the disciples for a loftier 
apprehension of His character. The 
actual experience of love includes the 
promise of a larger manifestation of 
its treasures. This St John indicates 
here :: ‘ We have perceived the divine’ 
love. To a certain extent we have 
realised what it is: but we have not 
exhausted its meaning. In knowing 
we have believed too; and in the 
conscious imperfection of knowledge 
we wait without doubt for future re- 
velation.’ 

thy dy. hy exee 6 6. ev npiv] For the 
phrase dyam. ¢yew see John xiii. 35 
ea ay. éynte ev GdAndos ; John xy. 
13; I Pet. iv. 8 rpv cis éavrovs dy. 
éxrevn €xovres ; I Cor. xiii. 1 ff; Phil. 
ii. 2, It is clear from the context 
that the love here spoken of is the 
love which God has and shews to- 
wards man. But St Jobn adds a 
second thought to that of God’s love 
towards man (eis nuas). The love of 
God becomes a power in the Chris- 
tian Body (év nyiv). Believers are 
the sphere in which it operates and 
makes itself felt in the world (2 Cor. 
iv. 10 f.). Comp. 2. 9 note. 


3. The activity of love (16 b—21). 


In the two preceding sections St 
John has shewn what love is in its. 
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essence and origin, and how it neces- 
sarily becomes an inspiring power in 
the believer, answering to a confession 
of the Incarnation. He now developes 
more fully the activity of love; and 
this in two relations, as to the be- 
liever in himself (16 6—18), and as 
to the believer in his dealings with his 
fellow-Christians (19—21). On the 
one side, it is by continuance in love 
that the divine fellowship is realised 
by the believer (16 6), while love is 
perfected in the divine fellowship, so 
that the last element of fear is cast 
out of the soul of him who loves (17, 
18). And on the other side love, 
which is of a divine origin (19), must 
be fulfilled after a divine type, in love 
to the brethren (20), according to the 
divine commandment (21). 

Ambrose has traced in a famous 
passage the progress of love till it 
finds its consummation in complete 
self-surrender. This he sees shadowed 
out in three passages of Canticles (ii. 
16 f.; vi. 2; vii. ro). First there is 
the quickening of the divine affection 
in the soul by the revelation of the 
Word; next, the freedom of mutual 
intercourse between the soul and the 
Word; and at last the soul offers 
itself absolutely to the Word that He 
may rest there (Ambr. de Isaac e 
anima, ©. viii. § 68). 

16, The words of v. 8 God is love 
are repeated as the subject of a new 
development of thought. Before the 


idea was of birth and knowledge, now. 


the idea is of growth and action. 
The revelation of the Nature of God 
as love calls out a response in answer 
to that which is necessarily regarded 
as a ‘personal’ call to men, and by 
suggesting the idea of unlimited self- 
communication as characteristic of 


God, it sets a type for human action. 
The nature of the believer must be 
conformed to the Nature of God. 

kat opevorv...| and he that abideth 

From the very Nature of God it 
follows as a necessary consequence 
that the life of self-devotion is a life 
in fellowship with Him. By the use 
of the conjunction in place of simple 
parallelism (he that abideth) the 
unity of the complex idea is empha- 
sised. 

0 péevav ev th ay.| he that abideth 
in love as the sphere in which his 
life is fulfilled. Compare John xv. 
Of. uw. ev rH ayarn TH un, p. Vth ay. 
pov. Here the feeling is regarded 
absolutely without any further defi- 
nition of its object, as God or man. 
But the divine ideal made known 
through Christ is present to the mind 
of writer and reader. 

Under different aspects St John 
presents elsewhere ‘the light’ (c. ii. 
10), and ‘the word’ (John Viii. 31), 
as the sphere in which the Christian 
‘abides, ‘loving his brother’ and 
‘believing’; just as the unbeliever 
‘abides in darkness’ (John xii. 46), 
and ‘he that loveth not,’ ‘in death’ 
(ec. iii. 14). 

év T. 0. p. Kalo 0. eva. [p. |] abtdeth 
in God and God [abideth] in him. 
See v. 15 note. He that so abideth 
in love hath risen to the heavenly 
order (Col. iii. 3) and found the power 
of divine fellowship for the accom- 
plishment of earthly work. 

It has been seen that this twofold 
blessing is connected with obedience 
(iii. 24) and confession (iv. 15). And 
love involves obedience (John xiv. 15 
tnpnoere, Rom. xiii. 10), and is the 
condition of fuller knowledge (John 
xiv. 21 ff.). 
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17. ev tovre@...] In this...The re- 
ference has been variously explained. 
Some have connected in this with 
what follows, others with what pre- 
cedes. In the former case two views 
have been held. The words have been 
taken closely with the second of the 
following clauses, ev rovr@ ...drv...in 
this...because,.., and again with the 
first, €v rovto...wa..., in this...that 
... The former construction may be at 
once set aside. The intervening clause, 
iva...kpicews, Makes the connexion of 
ev rovr@ With dru most unnatural. The 
connexion of €v rovr@ with iva gives a 
true sense and is not foreign to St 
John’s style, though the exact com- 
bination does not occur (not John 
xv. 8) in his writings; for it would not 
be strange that he should use a final 
particle (ia) in place of a demon- 
strative particle (é7.), in order to 
bring out the idea of effort involved 
to the last in the realisation of con- 
fidence (comp. John xvii. 3; ©. iii. 
11 note). But the context and his 
general usage (comp. ii. 3 note) fa- 
vour the conclusion that the refer- 
ence is to that which precedes. The 
argument requires the affirmation of 
a fact from which a consequence is 
drawn, rather than a further expla- 
nation of how love is perfected. The 
fellowship of man with God and of 
God with man carries with it the 
consummation of love. Jn this— 
in this double communion—love hath 
been perfected already on the divine 
side; and it is God’s will that men 
should make its blessings their own 
in view of the close of earthly life. 

Jerome has a strange inversion of 
the sense of the passage: Jn hoc per- 
Jecta est...caritas, si fiduciam habe- 
amus...ut guomodo ille est sic et nos 
simus... (c. Jovin. i. e. 40). 

TeTeX, pe ruav] perfecta est no- 


we?” quay: +év nuiy®. 


biscum V., hath been perfected with 
us. There can be no doubt that ped” 
nav is to be joined with the verb. 
The structure of the sentence is de- 
cisive against taking 7 dy. we nuov 
together in the sense ‘ the love which 
is realised between Christians, or 
‘the love of God shewn among us.” 
The unique form of expression ap- 
pears to have been chosen in place of 
the simple ‘hath been perfected in 
us’ in order to place the perfection 
clearly in the realised fellowship of 
God and man. Love is not simply 
perfected in man (év nyiv) by an act: 
of divine power, but in fulfilling this 
issue God works with man (ue 7dr). 
Something of the same thought of 
cooperation is seen in Acts xv. 4, 
doa éroinger 6 eds per’ adrdv. Comp. 
2 John 3 éora peP rudy yadprs.... ‘ 

tetehelwrat] v. 12; ¢. ii. 5 note. 
The tense presents the perfection as. 
dependent on a continuous fellowship 
between God and the Christian body. 
Contrast Clem. ad Cor. i. 50 of év 
aydmn TederwOevtes. 

iva mapp. ¢y.] ut fiduciam habea- 
mus V. The fulness of love is given 
with a view to an end. The feeling 
which is active now will have its 
fullest effect in the supreme trial of 
existence. St John, who habitually 
regards the eternal aspect of things, 
regards the boldness as something 
which is possessed absolutely (rere- 
Aelwrat...tva €youev...) In an earlier 
passage (ii. 28), he enjoined abiding 
in God in Christ as the source of 
confidence at Christ’s Presence. He 
now points out how the confidence is 
established. To abide in God is to 
share the character of Ohrist under 
the conditions of earth. The sense 
of spiritual harmony with Him which 
this abiding brings necessarily in- 
spires boldness in the believer ; and. 
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it is the purpose of God that it should 
do so. So God fulfils His counsel of 
love. Thus the whole train of thought 
is brought to a natural conclusion. 
“God is love: he that abideth in 
love abideth in God...In this com- 
munion love finds consummation, in 
order that ‘by conscious conformity 
with Christ’ the last trial of life may 
be overcome, when ‘the last fear is 
banished,” 

Tapp. €xouev| c. ii. 28 note. 

év TH Hy. THs Kp.| in die judicit V., 
in the day of judgment, when Christ 
shall come to execute judgment on 
the world (c. ii. 28). The definite 
phrase is found here only. The in- 
definite phrase, ‘a day of judgment’ 
(jy. Kp.), occurs in Matt. x. 15; xi. 
Zo eoA EX SOn2 ete.) Os) \1l-e7: 
Compare also Apoc. vi. 17 7 nyu. 7 
peyadn ths 6pyns avray ; Rom. ii. 5 ny. 
Opyis Kal amoxahiWeos Tihs Ouxacoxpt- 
cias Tov Oeovd; 1 Pet. ii. 12 ny. ém- 
oxorjs. In the Gospel St.John speaks 
of ‘the last day’ (7 éoxarn ny.); vi. 
39 49, 44, 54; xi. 24; xii, 48; which 
is elsewhere styled simply ‘that day’ 
(éxeivn 1) ny.y 7 Nw éx.), Matt. vii. 22; 
Luke vi. 23; x. 12; xxi. 34; 2 Thess. 
mero; 2) Dim: 1. 125-18; iy. 8. The 
phrase ‘the judgment’ (7 xpicis) is 
found Matt. xii. 41 f.; Luke x. 14; 
I eye ie 

It is of interest to notice that the 
privilege which is here attributed to 
love is, under another aspect, attri- 
buted also to faith ; John iii. 18; v. 
24. The two cannot be separated. 

Orikaads éxeivos...] because as He 
[Christ] 7s... The ground of boldness 
is present likeness to Christ. He has 
‘passed out of this world’ (John xii. 
1), but His disciples are still ‘in the 
world’ (John xvii. 11), and have a 
work to do there (John xvii. 18). In 


neépa: aydry &. 


éopév: éoducda N. 


fulfilling this work He is their ideal 
(c. ii. 6): conformity to Him is the 
rule of their judgment John xy. 18 
ff.). The reference is not to any one 
attribute as love or righteousness, 
but to the whole character of Christ 
as it is made known; and His high- 
priestly prayer serves as a commen- 
tary on the view which St John sug- 
gests of the position of Christians in 
the world. 

Following Augustine Bede says 
forcibly: Non semper ad eequalitatem 
dicitur sicut, sed dicitur ad quandam 
similitudinem... Si ergo facti sumus 
ad imaginem Dei, quare non sicut 
Deus sumus? non ad zequalitatem sed 
pro modo nostro. Inde ergo nobis 
datur fiducia in die judicii, quia sicut 
ille est et nos sumus in hoc mundo, 
imitando videlicet perfectionem dilec- 
tionis in mundo cujus ille exemplum 
nobis quotidie praebet de cezelo. - 

kaos... kai nuets...| The ovrws in 
the second member of the comparison 
is sometimes replaced by kai: c. ii. 6, 
18; John xvii. 18; xx. 21 (xv. 9 is 
doubtful); sometimes it is omitted : 
c. ii. 27; and especially when the 
order of the clauses is inverted: John 
v. 23; Rom. xv. 7. 

éxeivos| ¢. ii. 6 note. 

k...€k. eat] even as He is at pre- 
sent and eternally (comp. iii. 2, 7). 
The likeness of Christians to Christ 
is to His character, and not to the 
particular form in which it was his- 
torically manifested (x. ék. 7). 

kal jp. €. €v TO k. T.] The likeness is 
conditioned by the circumstances of 
the present state. ‘This world’ (6 
k. ovros), a8 distinguished from ‘the 
world, emphasises the idea of tran- 
sitoriness. The phrase is not found 
elsewhere in the Hpistles of John. 
See John i. ro note. 
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18. The thought of boldness neces- 
sarily calls up that of its opposite, fear. 
There is fear in man naturally ; but 
love ever tends to expel it. Fear 
finds no place in love, and it cannot 
therefore co-exist with perfect love 
which occupies the whole ‘heart,’ 
The ideas are expressed in a general 
form and hold good absolutely, but 
they necessarily are specialised men- 
tally from the context. 

PoBos...ev rn dy.| Love is the sim- 
ple desire for the highest good of 
another or of others, and is the ex- 
pression of a spirit of self-surrender. 
Fear therefore—the shrinking from 
another—cannot be an essential ele- 
ment in love. Here the reader at 
once feels that the abstract principle 
has found a typical embodiment in 
the self-sacrifice of Christ, towards 
the imitation of which Christians 
strive through His Spirit. 

The fear of which St John speaks 
is, of course, not the reverence of the 
son (Hebr. v. 7 ff.), but the dread of 
the criminal or of the slave (Rom. 
Vili. 15). 

So Augustine says: Aliud est ti- 
mere Deum ne mittat te in gehen- 
nam cum diabolo: aliud est timere 
Deum ne recedat a te. 

AN 7 Ted, ay...2xe] but perfect love 
- punishment. So far is it from being 
the case that fear has a place in love, 
it is of the nature of love to expel 
fear. Fear is an instrument of painful 
discipline; and when the end of per- 
fect fellowship with God has been 
reached, the discipline is no longer 
needed. This sentence ddd’...éyeu is 
parenthetical. 

7) TeX, dyamn] perfect love, not ‘ per- 
fected love’ (7 rerehecopérn dy.). The 
thought is of love which is complete 
in all its parts, which has reached its 
complete development (Hebr. v. 14 


note) ; of what it 7s and not of what 
it has become. Comp. James i. 4; 
iii, 2; Eph. iv. 13. 

The arrangement 7 7eX. ay., which is 
common, for example, in 2 Pet., is 
unique in the Epistle (comp. 3 John 4 
Ta éua téxva). See c. ii. 7 note. It 
expresses a shade of meaning, as dis- 
tinct from 7 dy. 7 red., which is evi- 
dently appropriate here. 

€€m Bare] foras mittit V., cast- 
eth forth from the whole sphere of 
life. There is no longer scope for its 
operation. St John thus recognises 
the provisional presence of fear in 
the believer. It is found for a time 
with growing love, but mature love 
removes it. The phrase Bare ea, 
which suggests the thought of a de 
fined realm of spiritual activity (Apoc. 
Xxii. 15), is more vivid than ékddXeu. * 
Comp. Matt. v. 13; xiii. 48; Luke xiv. 
35 (BddAcw Eo); John vi. 37; ix. 
34.f. 5 xii. 313 xv. 6 (€xBadrew é&o). 

re 6 . Kor. exer] Quoniam timor 
penam (tormentum Aug.) habet V., 
because fear hath punishment. Fear, 
which is the expression of disharmony 
and therefore the anticipation of suf- 
fering, at the same time must include 
suffering. And the suffering which 
comes from disharmony with God is 
divine punishment which has a sa- 
lutary office: Hebr. xii. 11. Such 
punishment is not future only but 
present. Comp. John iii, 18. 

kor, €xer] includes, brings with it 
punishment. Comp. Hebr. x, 35 (chp 
Tappnoiav) Ares exeu Heyadny jcc Oaro- 
dooiay, James ii, 17 (i. 4). 

The word xkéAaors occurs elsewhere 
in the N.T. only in Matt. xxv. 46. 
The verb koddfeoOa is found in Acts 
lv. 21; 2 Pet. ii.9 (notii. 4). Thenoun 
occurs in the Lxx. of Hzekiel (for 

WP): xiv. 3, 4, 7; xviii. 30 (alii, 
11); xliv. 12; and both the noun and 
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verb occur not unfrequently in Wis- 
dom! xin 14, 17): xvis 1, 2, CC: 

6 d€ oBovpevos...] and he that 
Jeareth... This clause goes closely 
with the first clause of the entence: 
‘there is no fear in love, but he that 
feareth hath not been made perfect 
in love.’ That which is stated first as an 
abstract principle (‘ fear’) is repeated 
in a personal form (‘he that feareth’). 
St John, while he lays down the full 
truth, recognises the facts of life and 
deals with them. There are those 
who fear while yet they love: so far 
their love though real is incom- 
plete. 

The second and third clauses of 
the verse illustrate well the distinc- 
tion of adda (sed) and dé (autem). The 
second clause (dAN’ 7 7. d.) stands in 
sharp opposition to the first, while 
the third (6 d¢ ¢.) deals with a limita- 
tion, or objection. 

ov TeTeAeiwtar ev TH ay.] This con- 
summation of the believer is presented 
in two complementary forms. He is 
himself the sphere in which love finds 
its perfection; and love is the sphere 
in which he finds his perfection. Love 
is perfected in him (ii. 5): and he is 
perfected inlove. Comp. v. 15 note. 

Bengel in one of his unmatched 
epigrams gives a history of the soul 
through its relations to fear and love: 
Varius hominum status: sine timore 
et amore; cum timore sine amore; 
cum timore et amore; sine timore 
cum amore. 

19—21. In the preceding verses 
St John has shewn what love brings 
to the believer. He now lays open 
the obligation which it imposes upon 
him. The love which is inspired by 
God must be manifested towards the 
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brethren according to His command- 
ment. 

19. npeis ay.] Nos ergo diligamus 
invicem V. The absence of any title of 
address and the addition of the per- 
sonal pronoun distinguish this phrase 
from v. 7 dyamnroi, ayamopev aAXn- 
Aovs, and seem to shew clearly that 
the verb is an indicative (We love), 
and not a conjunctive (Let us love). 
It is worthy of notice that the Latin 
and Pesh. Syriac which give the 
hortatory rendering add a connecting 
particle as many Greek authorities 
(ody). 

The indicative also suits the con- 
text better. The fact of love is as- 
sumed, and then it is shewn in its 
workings. Comp. iii. 16. 

According to the true reading the 
idea of love is left in its full breadth 
without any definition of the object, 
as God (avrov or rov Ody), Or man 
(inwicem am.). This is required by 
what follows, where it is falsely urged 
that the claims of ‘love’ can be satis- 
fied by bare ‘love of God,’ 

ére avTos mp. ny. 7e.| Comp. v. Io. 
The thought here is different from 
that in the former context. There 
love was regarded in its essence: here 
it is regarded in its personal exercise. 
Our love is the light kindled: by the 
love of God. And the divine origin 
of love determines its character and 
also assures its stability. Comp. John 
xv. 16. 

mparos ny.| prior dilexit V. Comp. 
Rom. v. 8. he priority of the love 
of God to all love on man’s part 
which is accentuated here, is a ground 
for the spontaneous exercise of love 
on the part of the believer towards 
those who do not seem to invite it. 


. 


154 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN. 


[IV 20 


Tis ely OTe rane TOV Oeov, Kal TOY _aeRpov auTOU 
buon, spelorrns éoTiv: “0 yep pn eyaray Tov ddeApov 
avTou dv éwpaxev, Tov Ocov dv ovx éwpaKkey ov duUvaTat 


20 —67tN. 

20, 21. The consequences of the 
preceding statement are traced out 
in two ways from the nature of the 
case (v. 20), and from the direct com- 
mandment of God (v. 21). The love 
of God, which is assumed to exist at 
least in profession, must include love 
of the brethren, and so God has Him- 
self enjoined. The thought of loving 
God is here first discussed (comp. v. 
IO). 

20, éay tis elmn| The form of ex- 
pression differs slightly from that in 
i. 6 ff. (cay cir@pev). There a view 
was given of the general position of 
Christians: here a particular case is 
taken, involving personal feeling. Con- 
trast also ‘ he that [saith]’ and ‘ every 
one that [saith]? ¢. iii. 3 note; ii. 
4 note. 

etry Ott’ Ayard...| For the use of 
the recitative dr. see i. 6 note. The 
claim is like those which have been 
noticed in ii. 4, 9; i. 6 ff., by which 
the faith is taken out of the sphere of 
practical life. 

pion] hate. St John admits no po- 
sition of indifference. See ii. o note. 

Yevorns eoriv] Comp. ii. 406 éyou 
Ort "Eyvoxa avrov Kal ras évTo\as avrov 
py THPSY evorns éoriv... The claim 
to the knowledge of God without 
obedience, and the claim to the love 
of God without action, involve not 
only the denial of what is known to 
be true (evSerOar), but falseness of 
character. Comp. i. 10 note, and vy. 
10, See also John viii. 44, 55; and 
Cally 22) 

Oo yap pt dyanav...| for he that 
loveth not... The particular statement 
(€dv tus etry) is refuted by a general 
principle. Sight is taken as the sign 
of that kind of limitation which brings 


ov Suv. NB the syr.hl: ras dvv. A vg me syr.vg. 


objects within the range of our pre- 
sent powers. It is necessarily easier 
to love that which is like ourselves 
than that which we cannot grasp in 
a finite form. And the title ‘ brother’ 
brings out the idea of that which is 
godlike in man to which love can be 
directed. He therefore who fails to 
recognise God as He reveals Himself 
through Christ in man (Matt. xxv. 40 
Evi TOUT@Y TaY adeAhav pov TAY €Aa- 
xtorwv) cannot love God. He has 
refused the help which God has pro- 
vided for the expression of love in 
action. 

Philo traces the thought through 
the natural love of children for pa- 
rents: gaci twes os dpa matip kat 
pntnp eudaveis ciot Oeoi...dunxavoy dé 
evoeBeicOar Tov dopatoy tro Tay eis 
Tovs é€ubaveis kal eyyvs dvras aceBovv- 
tay (de decal. § 23,ii.p.204 M.). The 
love of parents involves the love of 
brethren. 

rov 6, dv ovx éesp] John i. 18 note ; 
®. 12 (reO€ara); 1 Tim. vi. 16. The 
inverted order in the corresponding 
clauses is singularly expressive. There 
is alsoa more solemn pathos in the 
direct negative ov dvvara: than in the 
more rhetorical phrase of the com- 
mon text mds Svvarat. 

édpakev...ovx édpaxev...] videt... 
non videt... V., hath seen... hath not 
seen... It might have seemed more 
natural to say ‘seeth...cannot see...’ ; 
but the two perfects mark the fact 
that a revelation with abiding conse- 
quences has and has not been made in 
the two cases. The vision of ‘the 
brother’ may in any particular case 
be clouded but he has been seen, and 
the idea of brotherhood abides for 
constant use. 


IV. 21] 


ayaTv ay. 
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\ , \ > \ af, eke) 2 fo 
KAL TAVTHY THY EVTOAHY EXOMEV AT avTOU, 


e/ Gr > \ \ > a \ \ ° \ 2 la 
iva 0 dyarwv Tov Oeov ayare Kat Tov adeApov aiTov. 


21 dm avrot: dro Tov Oeov A vg. 


21. Kat tavrny tr. é.| That which is 
a spiritual necessity is also an express 
injunction. The commandment of 
love which has been implied in the 
preceding verses is now defined. 
Comp. c. iii. 23. 

am avtov| a Deo V., ab ipso Lat. 
Vet., from Him, from God, The con- 
text makes it probable that, though 
the Divine Person is not clearly de- 
fined, the reference is to the Father 
(v. 19), Who by sending His Son 
shewed the way of love. The com- 
mandment was given in substance by 
Christ (John xiii. 34), but it came 
from God (do) as its final source. 
Compare i. 5; ii. 27 notes; and con- 
trast the use of mapa Apoc. ii. 27; 


John viii. 26, 40; x. 18. 

iva...] that... The final particle 
gives, more than the simple contents 
of the commandment. It marks the 
injunction as directed to an aim; and 
implies that the effort to obtain it 
can never be relaxed (iva ... dyama). 
Comp. John xiii. 34 note. 

Augustine (on c. vy. 3) uses the 
words of the ascended Lord to Saul 
to illustrate and enforce the lesson : 
Persecutori Saulo [Christus] dixit de- 
super: Saule, Saule, quid me perse- 
queris? Ascendi in caelum, sed adhue 
in terra jaceo. Hic ad dexteram pa- 
tris sedeo: ibi adhuc esurio, sitio et 
peregrinus sum. 
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Additional Note on the reading of iv. 3. 


The first clause in this verse is given in several different forms in ex- 
isting Greek authorities. These are 


mv, & un dmoroyel Tov “Incoty AB. 
mv. & pn dfsooyer Inooty Kipiov év capxt édndv0bra Ne 
wy. & fp oporoyel Tov "Inoovv Xpurrov év capkt édydrvbbra L, &e. 
mw. TV, 8 uy Cmodroyel *Inoovv Xpisrov év capxt édnrvObta K, &e. 
To these variations must be added another, which is represented by the 
Vulgate reading: 


otae 


T. Te O VEL Tov "Inoody. 
The main interest centres on the alternatives 17 Opodoyet and Ave. 
As the direct evidence now stands, pi) duodoye? is read by 
(1) All Greek mss, uncial and cursive, 


(2) All the versions except the Latin, and by one important Old 
Latin ms (F7is.), 

(3) The Greek Fathers who quote the passage with the exception 
of Socrates, from Cyril downwards, to whom Polycarp must probably be 
added: mas yap ds ay pa dpodoyf “Inooty Xpicrov eAn\vdéva. avrixpiotos 
eott (ad Phil. 7). 

On the other hand 


(1) Socrates gives Avec as having been the reading in ‘the old 
copies.’ 


(2) All Latin mss, with one exception, read solvit; and 


(3) This reading, with the variant destrwit, prevails in the Latin 
Fathers, being universal in the later writers. 


The evidence of Socrates, the only Greek authority for wet, is contained 
in a passage which presents several difficulties. Speaking of the error of 
Nestorius and of his general self-sufficiency and contempt for accurate 
learning, he goes on to say : ‘for example he was ignorant of the fact that 
in the Catholic Hpistle of John it was written in the ancient copies that 
every spirit which divideth (Aver) Jesus is not from God. For they that . 
desired to separate the deity from the man of the dispensation [iie. Christ 
Jesus] removed this thought [the condemnation of those who ‘divide 
Jesus’] from the ancient copies. Wherefore also the ancient interpreters 
noted this very fact, that there were some who had tampered with the 
epistle wishing to divide the man from God! 


1 H. E. vii. 32, adrixa yotv jyvince rs olkovoutas avOpwrov Bovhbuevoe Thy 
Ore &v TH KADONKH Iwdvvov yéyparro év Oebryrat 51d Kat of tadatod Epunvels avrd 
Tois Tadalos dvTiypdpo.s OTL way mvEdUa  TodTo emernunvavTo, is Twes elev padcoup- 
6 Aver Tov Inoodv dd Tod Oeod obk eo. —-yrhoayres Ty émisToNH, Nev amd Tod 
Tabray yap Thy Sidvoway ex Tv madady  Oeod rdv dvOpwmrov bédovres. 
avrvypdpuv meptetdov of xwplieuv dard Tod 
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It will be seen that Socrates does not say that the reading was found in 
copies which he had himself seen, but only that it once was found in the 
text: he writes that it ‘had been written’ (yéyparro) and not that ‘it is 
written’ (yéyparra). Again itis a sign that he is not quoting any Greek 
ms that he writes Gd rod 6cod for éx rod cov, a variant which has no Greek 
authority. His language is in fact perfectly satisfied by the supposition 
that he was acquainted with the Latin reading and some Latin com- 
mentary !. 

In the Latin translation of Inpnzvs 2 John 7 and 1 John iv. 3 are quoted Quota- 
as from the same epistle (Iren. iii. 16,8). After the quotation of the former tions in 
passage the text continues...Johannes in praedicta epistola fugere eos pree- Ee 
cepit dicens...omnis spiritus qui solvit Jesum non est ex Deo sed de (ex) Fathers. 
Antichristo est. The context shews clearly in what sense Irenzeus under- 
stood St John’s words, but it is not decisive as to the reading which he had 
in his Greek text. 

The Latin translation of Cumment’s Outlines (Ymroruméces) on 2 John 
gives as part of the substance of this Epistle: adstruit in hac epistola... 
ut nemo dividat Jesum Christum, sed unum credere Jesum Christum 
venisse in carne. 

The reading ‘solvit Jesum’ is found in the Latin translation of ORIGEN: 

Heee autem dicentes non solvimus suscepti corporis hominem, cum sit 
scriptum apud Johannem omnis spiritus qui solvit Jesum non est ex Deo, 
sed unicuique substantize proprietatem servamus (in Matt. Comm. Ser. 
§ 65). But the character of the translation is such as to give no satisfac- 
tory assurance that Origen’s Greek text read Aves. 

There is no indication, as far as I am aware, that the reading Aver was 
accepted by or known to any other Greek or Hastern father. 

Yet the fact remains that the reading was found at a very early date. patin 
TERTULLIAN uses the phrases ‘solvere Jesum’ (adv. Mare. v. 16) and ‘sol- Patristic 
vere Jesum Christum’ (de Jejun. 1). In the former passage he appears to evidence. 
combine the language of 1 John iv. 3 and 2 John 7, as is done in the Latin 
translation of Clement: Johannes dicit processisse in mundum preecursores 
antichristi spiritus, negantes Christum in carne venisse et solventes Jesum ; 
and it may be observed that the close connexion of the two verses in some 
of the Latin renderings (which give venisse for épydpevov in 2 John 7) makes 
it difficult to decide to which of the two reference is made in particular 
cases, The words of Tertullian de carne Chr. 24 qui negat Christum in 
carne venisse hic antichristus est ; de Preescr. heer. 33 in epistola sua 
[Johannes] eos maxime antichristos vocat gui Christum negarent in carne 
venisse et qui non putarent Jesum filium Dei esse (comp. c. Mare. iii. 8 
negantes Christum in carne venisse) ; and of Cyprian (Testim. ii. 8) qua 
autem negat in carne venisse de Deo non est sed est de antichristi spiritu’, 
were probably moulded by the passage in the second epistle. 

Avaustine in his explanation of the epistle first quotes the passage at 
length with the reading ‘qui non confitetur Jesum Christum in carne 
venisse, which he explains (referring to ¢. ii. 19), and then without any re- 


1 Socrates was acquainted with 2 All, de Deo natus non est sed est 
Latin: H. H.i. 12. Antichristus. 
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Internal 
evidence. 


mark he passes on to explain ‘solvere’: Adeo ut noveritis quia ad facta 
retulit: Et omnis spiritus, ait, qui solvit Jesum; and again afterwards 
he unites both phrases: ‘solvis Jesum et negas in carne venisse, 


Futexntivs! and Ticonrus? combine phrases from the two epistles 
with even greater freedom. 


It is remarkable that Bupz, who; was aware of the substance of Socrates’ 
criticism, supposes that those who tampered with the epistle left out the 
whole clause: In tantum ex Deo non sunt ut quidam...hunc...versiculum 
quo dicitur e¢ omnis spiritus qui solvit Jesum ex Deo non est, ex hac 
epistola eraserint, ne scilicet per auctoritatem beati Joannis convinceretur 
erroreorum. Denique Nestorius nescire se prodidit hanc authenticis ex- 
emplaribus inditam fuisse sententiam... 

This strange assertion is repeated by FuLBert of CHARTRES?, and 
Hincmar*. Such a misunderstanding offers 2 memorable example of the 
way in which critical statements are unintelligently perverted and made the 
ground of unjust charges. 

From this review there can be no question as to the overwhelming weight 
of external evidence in favour of ,1) oporoye?. To set this aside without the 
clearest necessity is to suspend all laws of textual criticism, No reading sup- 
ported by such authority as Ave is, I believe, more than a very early gloss, 
And on careful consideration it seems that the internal evidence is not more 
favourable to Aveu Incody than the external. _ It is scarcely possible that 
such a phrase could be used for separating the divine and human natures 
in Christ. The name Incods brings prominently forward the humanity of 
the Lord. Socrates evidently felt this, for he defines \vew by the addition’ 
aro Tod Geod. . 

The language of Polycarp shews that St John’s teaching upon the sub- 
ject was current in various forms. It seems likely that he used two main 
phrases Avew “Incotv Xpuordy and pt) Oporoyeiy Tov “Incody (answering to 
Kupuos “Incots Rom. x.9). This being so, the Avec in the former phrase was 
added as a gloss on the phrase pi) opodoyet of the epistle in some early 
copies, and so passed into the Latin version® The additions to "Incody are 


1 Ad Trasim. i. ¢. 5. De qua veri-  Antichristo est. Quod audistis quoniam 
tate...ille qui de pectore ipsius sapien- _—_-venit et nunc in isto mundo presens est. 
tie mysteriorum calestium meruit * Ep. v. (1) Cujus [Arii] auditores 
intelligentiam illuminatus haurire fidu- _ quoniam Spiritum Sanctum Deum esse 
cialiter dicit : omnis spiritus qui confi- negabant de Evangelio eraserunt illud 
tetur Jesum Christum im carne venisse \ quod Salvator ait Spiritus est Deus, et 
ex Deoest. Omnis spiritus qui non con- de epistola Joannis eraserunt et omnis 
Jitetur Jesum Christum in carne venisse — spiritus qui solvit Jesus ex Deo non est, 
ex Deo non est ; et hic est Antichristus. Sicut Nestorius... 


Ep. xvii. ¢. 10 Joannes...testatur quia * Opuse, et Epist. xviii. (Migne, Patr. 
omnis spiritus qui solvit Jeswm ex Deo Lat. exxvi. p. 351) quidam etiam de 
non est, et hic est antichristus. epistola Joannis eraserunt et omnis 


2 Reg. iv. Super Joannem multi pseu- — spiritus qui solvit Jesum ex Deo non est. 
doprophete prodierunt inhunc mundum. The whole paragraph is very instruc- 
In isto cognoscite spiritus Dei. Omnis tive. 
spiritus qui solvit Jesum et négat in > A passage of Cyril of Alexandria 
carne venisse de Deo non est sed hic de will show how naturally the gloss 
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easily intelligible, and the forms in which they occur shew that they are 

no part of the original text. At the same time it is not unreasonable to 
suppose that the unusual amount of variants indicates the influence of some 
traditional form of words upon the text. In 2 John 7 there is no variation 

in the corresponding phrase; nor is the characteristic word of that passage 
(épxépevor) introduced here by any authority. 


Additional Note on iv. 8. 


Jewish thought in the age of St John represented in striking forms the Tenden- 
two chief tendencies of religious speculation on the Being of God. On the cies to- 
one side there was the philosophic, theoretic tendency which leads to ae 
an abstract conception ; and on the other the popular, practical tendency tions of 
which leads to a concrete conception. The former found an exponent in God in the 
Philo : the latter was embodied in the current creed of Palestine, which Apostolic 
more and more reduced the God of the Covenant to the position of the God eae 
of the Jews. concrete. 

St John unites the truths which gave force to these tendencies, the trans- gt John 
cendental and the personal truth, in a perfect harmony. He wholly avoids unites 
the Alexandrine terms—rd av, éméxewa méons odoias and the like—and yet them. 
he preserves the thoughts at which they aimed. He recognises most em- 
phatically the privileges of Israel, and at the same time he places the ‘ One 
God’ in a living, loving connexion with ‘the world.’ 

The foundation of his teaching lies in the Monotheism of the O. T., His teach- 
which is not rigid, sterile, final, like the Monotheism of Islam, but vital and 28 rests 

- ; : ; : : -_, on the 
progressive. The unity which it affirms is not numerical but essential 013 Testa- 
(John x. 30 éyé Kal 6 marhp €v eopev: COMP. XVU. 3; I John y. 20). ment. 

In this sense the thought of ‘the only God’ (John v. 44) is opposed to Opposed 
all forms of Dualism, Polytheism, Pantheism. He is the One source of life to 
(John v. 26); and through the Word, ‘the Son, to Whom ‘ He gave to have 
life in himself’ (John l.c.), ‘all things came into being’ (John i. 3). All Dualism, 
notion of coeternal matter or of a coeternal principle of evil, as antagonistic 
to or limiting the divine action, is set aside. God ‘loved the world’ (John 
iii. 16; comp. 1 John ii, 2) not as strange but as His own. All men need 
(John iii. 3) and all men are capable of (John xii. 32) union with Him. 

The devil left his first place ‘in the Truth’ (John viii. 44); and Christ 
“came to undo his works’ (1 John iii. 8) by taking ‘flesh, which could 
not therefore have been in essential opposition to His Nature. 

The allusions to Polytheism in St John are naturally less prominent than Poly- 
those in St Paul. Once in general terms he warns against ‘ the idols’ which theism, 


might be introduced. He quotes the 
passage: may mvedua 6 pr) duodoyel Tov 
*Inooty éx Tov Geod ov éors and then in 
his interpretation adds 6 rotyyy od NMéyw 
beov elvat adnOGs Tov Xprorov Sracp dy de 
kal Karacuexpivev Thy ddéav abrov TO 
rod ’AvrixpicTod mvedua exwv duioerau 


(de recta fide ad reg.p. 94)- The Greek 
version of Leo’s Letter to Flavian (¢. v. 
p- 830) gives ray rvedua 70 Scacpovr In- 
couv Xpiorov dd Oeow ovk ore Kat otros 
éorw 6 Avrixpioros as the rendering of 
the Latin omnis spiritus qui solvit Jesum 
ex Deo non est et hic est Antichristus. 
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usurp the place of ‘the true God’ (1 John v. 21); and in the Apocalypse he 
marks the connexion between the empire and idolatry (xiii. 14 f. ; and comp. 
xxi. 8; xxii. 15). But his teaching is directed rather against the spirit than 
against the form of polytheism. ‘The only true God,’ God revealed as 
Father in the Son, excludes polytheism of necessity both within and without 
the Christian Body. 

St John, like St Paul, places Creation in close relation with the Creator, 
but he affirms the reality of the relation which the words imply. God is 
present in all things but He transcends them. They answered to His will 
in their beginning (Apoe. iv. 11), and are supported by His working (John 
v. 17). 

For the most part St John, like the other writers of the Bible, leaves 
the reader to form his conception of God from what is recorded of His 
action ; but in three phrases he has laid down once for all the great outlines 
within which our thoughts on the Divine Nature must be confined. The 
first sentence is in his narrative of the Lord’s words: ‘God is spirit’ (John 
iv. 24); the two others are in his first Epistle : ‘ God is light’ (1 John i. 5), 
and ‘ God is love’ (1 John iv. 8, 16). : 

To these may be added a fourth, in which he speaks of the revelation of 
‘Him that is true’ made in ‘Jesus Christ His Son’: ‘this,’ he says, ‘is the 
true God and eternal life’ (1 John y. 20). So he passes from the idea of 
God to the revelation of God to man. 

The three phrases which have been quoted do not simply specify proper- 
ties of God (as ‘God is loving’), but, so far as we can apprehend them, * 
essential aspects of His Nature. The first, if we may venture to distinguish 
them, is metaphysical and describes God in Himself, in His Being: He is 
Spirit. The second is moral, and describes God in His character towards 
all created things: He is Light. The third is personal, and describes God 
in His action towards self-conscious creatures: He is Love. In this order 
they offer a progress of thought : each statement is taken up and developed 
in that which follows. 

i, God ts spirit (rveipa 6 Gcds). The statement obviously refers to the 
divine nature and not to the divine personality. The parallel phrases are 
a sufficient proof of this. God is not ‘a spirit, as one of many, but ‘ spirit” 
As spirit, He is absolutely raised above all limitations of succession (time 
and space) into which finally all thoughts of change and transitoriness are 
resolved. 

There is no anticipation of this idea in the O.T. The ‘spirit of God’ is 
constantly spoken of ; but the loftiest descriptions of the Divine Majesty are 
always relative to space (Is. Ixvi. 1; 1 K. viii, 27 ; Jer. xxiii. 24). 

It follows that God as God is not cognisable by the senses (John i. 18 ; 
1 John iy, 12). The Theophanies of the O.'T. were not manifestations of 
‘God’ but of the Son of God (John xii. 41 ; Is. vi. r ; comp. Apoc. iv. 2 By) 

But while the material vision of God igs impossible, there is a spiritual 
and a moral vision of God through Christ (John xiv. 9; comp. iv. 46) and . 
through love, which leads up to the transfiguring contemplation of the 
Divine Presence (1 John ii. 2). 

ii, God ts light (6 Ocos pas éoriv). This statement again is absolute. 
as to the Nature of God, and not as to His action (not ‘a light’ or ‘the. 
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light of men’). The phrase expresses unlimited self-communication, diffu- 
siveness, Light is by shining: darkness alone bounds. And further, the 
communication of light is of that which is pure and glorious. Such is God 
towards all finite being, the condition of life and action. He reveals Him- 
self through the works of creation which reflect His perfections in a form 
answering to the powers of man, and yet God is not to be fully apprehended 
by man as He is. 

The idea is not distinctly expressed in the O. T., though it underlies the 
thought of the Divine ‘glory’ (Ex. xxiv. 17; Hab. iii, 3). Compare also 
Is. x.17; Ps. xxxvi. 10; civ. 2; Ez. i. 27. It is indicated in Wisdom (vii. 26), 
and Philo uses the very words of St John: de Somn. i. p. 632, MPOToy pev 6 
Ocds das eari...cat od pdvov pas ddda Kab ravrds érépov poros apyérumoy 
Paddov dé apxerirov mpecBiTepov Kal dvdrepor, Adyov éxov mapadelyparos. 
Compare also Philo de nom. mut. i. 579 ; de sacrif. ii. p. 2543 one remark- 
able phrase which Philo uses deserves to be quoted : 6 eds éavrod heyyos 
ey 80 avrod pdvou Gewpetrat (de proem. et pen. ii. 415). 

The idea of Light, it may be added, passes into that of Fire ; but this 
thought is not brought out by St John (Hebr. xii. 29 ; Deut. iv. 24). 

ili. God is love (6 Ocds aydrn éoriv). In this declaration the idea of iii. God is 
‘personality’ is first revealed, and in the case of God necessarily of a self- love. 
suflicing personality (see Additional Note on v. 20), The idea of God is not 
only that of an unlimited self-communication, but a self-communication 
which calls out and receives a response (1 John iy. 7 ff.), which requires the 
recognition not only of glory but of goodness. And this love is original, 
and not occasioned (1 John iv. 10), It corresponds to the innermost nature 
of God, and finds its source in Him and not in man (1 John iy. 19, ili. 1). 
It is not like the love which is called out in the finite by the sense of 
imperfection (pas Plat. Sympos. pp. 201 ff), but is the expression of per- 
fect benevolence. The only earthly image which answers to it is the love of 
parents for children (Eph. iii. 15), while that of Christ for the Church is 
compared to the love of husband for wife (Eph. v. 25); compare the view 
of the relation of Jehovah to Israel in the Old Test. (Jer. ii. ; Hos, ii.). 

As answering to this love of God, Creation in its essence and destiny 
reveals not only the will but also the nature of God. As yet there is con- 
flict and disorder, and St John does not, like St Paul (1 Cor. xv. 28), 
distinctly contemplate the end. He lays down the eternal truths which 
must find fulfilment. 

For the same reason the thoughts of judgment and vengeance which are 
prominent in the Apocalypse fall into the background in the Gospel and 
Epistles. These lie, so to speak, rather in the necessity of things so far as 
they are apart from God than in the will of God. 

In the O. T. love is an attribute of God, one of many exercised in parti- 
cular relations : (Deut. iv. 37, vii. 8, 13, xi. 15, 18, xxiii. 5; 2 Sam. xii. 24 ; 
Is. xli. 8, xliii. 4, xlviii. 14; Mal. i. 2). In the N. T. first love can be shewn 
to be the very Being of God as answering to the Revelation in Christ; and 
we may see a certain fitness in the fact that this crowning truth is brought 
out in the latest of the apostolic writings. 

In other passages St John speaks of God as ‘living’ (John vi. 57 6 ¢év 
marnp), ‘true’ (ddnOys, John viii. 26, iii. 33 ; comp. 1 John i. 10), ‘ faithful’ 
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(mords, 1 John i. 9 ; Apoe. i. 5, iii. 14, xix. 11), ‘righteous’ (Sicavos John xvii. 
25;1 John i.9; comp. Apoe. xvi. 5), ‘holy’ (ays John xvii. 11; comp. 
Apoc. vi. 10). And he records-how His character is shewn to us in His 
action in Nature (John v. 17), History (ii. 3, xix..11), and Grace (vi, 44 f.). 
Comp. John xii. 28, x. 29, xi. 41 f. 


Additional Note on iv. 9. 


The term povoyems is derived from the vocabulary of the Lxx. It occurs 
there altogether eight times, three times in the Psalms, three times in Tobit, 
once in Judges and once in the book of Wisdom.. The use of the word in 
Tobit is quite simple. Tobit and Sarah are two povoyeveis, only children 
of their parents (viii. 17): Sarah is povoyerys (or pia iii. 10) the one daughter 
of her father (iii. 15; cf. vi. 11 where the reading is doubtful). In the 
book of Wisdom the meaning of the term is less easy to express. It is 
said (vii. 22) that in Wisdom there is a spirit intelligent, holy, povoyevés, 
manifold, subtle, versatile... The epithet evidently describes the essential 
nature and not the derivation of this spirit: it is something absolutely one, 
unique (wnicus in Latt.) 

In the three passages of the Psalms, as in Jud. xi. 34, the word repre- 
sents the Hebrew 7°N, twice as asignificant title of the soul, the one single 
irreparable life of man (Ps. xxii. (xxi-) 21; xxxv. (xxxiv.) 17, wunicam meam 
Lat. Vet.; solitariam meam Y.), and once of the sufferer left alone and~ 
solitary in his distress (Ps. xxv. (xxiv.) 16 wnicus Lat. Vet.; solus V.; 
and so Aquila rightly in Ps. Ixviii. (Ixvii.) 6 [Lxx. povorpdrovs], but in 
the three other places he gives povayés, which is the rendering of Sym. 
and Theod. here). 

In six other places the same original word (7°) is represented by 
dyannros (Gen. xxii. 2, 12, 16; Jer. vi. 26; Amos viii. 10; Zech. xii. 10), 
which also carries with it the notion of ‘an only child’; once by dyare- 
pevos, Prov. iv. 3. In Jud. xi. 34 Cod. A. gives the duplicate rendering 
povoyevys, ayant. 

Inthe New Testament povoyerys has the same meaning only (Lk. viii. 42 
unica), or only child (Lk. vii. 12 wnicus ; ix. 38 id. ; Hebr. xi. 17, wnicus Vet. 
Lat. unigenitus V.; comp. John i. 14, unict Tert., wnigentti most); and 
so the word is used of the Lord (John iii. 16 wnicus Vet. Lat.; wnigenitus 
V.; 1 John iv. 9 wnicum Vet. Lat.: unigenitum V.; comp. John i. 14), 
and once, according to the most ancient authorities in connexion with the 
word ‘God’ (John i. 18 povoyers Geos ; unicus filius, Adim. ap. Aug.; uni- 
genitus filius (Deus), rell.). 

The one instance of the use of the word in the sub-apostolic writings 
gives exactly the same sense. Clement speaks of the Phoenix (Zp. i. 25) as 
povoyeves trapxoy, a bird ‘absolutely unique, the only one of its kind.’ 
(Comp. Bp. Lightfoot ad Joc.) 

The word next appears prominently in the system of Valentinus. The 
Mind (Nods) the offspring of the ineffable Depth (Buéds) and Silence 
(Sxyj), which alone embraced the greatness of the First Father, itself ‘ the 
Father and beginning of all things,’ was also called 6 Movoyevjs, the only- 
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born. And from this Being ‘like and equal’ to its Author, in conjunction 
with Truth the other Mons proceeded (Iren. i.’ 1, 2), 

These mystical speculations fixed attention upon the term ; but perhaps 
at the same time they checked its technical use in the Church. It does 
not in fact occur in the earlier types of the Creed, which are found in 
Irenzeus, Tertullian and Novatian; and in Tertullian the corresponding 
Latin term wnicus is used of God (the Father): de virg. vel. 1; adv. Prax. 
2. But it is worthy of notice that in the confession of Ignatius before Trajan, 
which follows the great lines of a Baptismal Symbol, the phrase is found: fs 
éotw Oeds...kal eis Xpioros "Incovs 6 vids Tov Oeod 6 provoyevns Lgnat. Mart. 2; 
comp. Polyc. Mart. 20). And it was apparently from Antioch that the 
term spread as an element of the expression of the Catholic Faith. 

In the second half of the third century the word appears in the Con- Confes- 
fessions of Syria and Asia Minor (Syn. Ant. a.v. 269, Routh, iii. p. 290; sions 
Greg. Thaum. ap. Greg. Nyss. 3, p. 912; Lucian, Socr. 2, 10, 7; Apost, f Faith. 
Const. 7,41; Marcellus, Epiph. Her. 72, p. 836); and from that time it 
gradually obtained a permanent place in the Creeds of the Hast and the 
West. 

The earliest certain example of the word in this connexion brings out 
its force very plainly. The Synod of Antioch (269), which condemned Paul 
of Samosata, in giving the exposition of their ancient belief which they 
addressed to him, write : ‘We confess and proclaim the Son as begotten, 
fan only Son (yevynrov, vidv povoyev7), the image of the unseen God, the 
“firstborn of all creation, the Wisdom and Word and Power of God, who was 
‘before the ages not by foreknowledge but by essence and subsistence, 
‘God, Son of God, having recognised Him as such both in the Old and New 
‘Testament’ (Routh, Rell. Sacr. iii. 290 ; comp. Alex. Alexandr. ap. Theodor. 
A. Ei. 4. 45, pious povoyerms). 

The point which is emphasised by the word here is evidently the abso- 
lute oneness of the Being of the Son. He stands tothe Father in a 
relation wholly singular. He is the one only Son, the one to whom the 
title belongs in a sense completely unique and peculiar. The thought is 
centred in the Personal existence of the Son, and not in the Generation of 
the Son. That mystery is dealt with in another phrase. Consistently with 
this view the earliest Latin forms of the Creed uniformly represent the 
word by wnicus, the only son, and not by wnigenitus the only-begotten son, 
and this rendering has maintained its place in the Apostles’ Creed and in 
our English version of it. But towards the close of the fourth century in 
translations from the Greek unigenitus came to be substituted for wnicus, 
and this interpretation has passed into our version of the Constantino- 
politan Creed (only-begotten). 

The sense of only Son is preserved by the Syriac versions of the Nicene 
Creed, which go back to the original word which was rendered in the Lxx. 
povoyeyns and ayamnros (-2»2) following in this the example of the Syriac 
translation of the N. T., where the word povoyerys is so rendered uniformly : 
Caspari, pp. 1o1, 116. 

The exact phraseology of the true Nicene Creed separates distinctly 
these two thoughts of the generation of the Son, and of the unique being of 
the Son. ‘ We believe...in one Lord Jesus Christ, begotten of the Father 
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an only Son’ (yevyndévra ek marpos povoyev)!, where the uniqueness of 
nature is further defined by the addition ‘that is to say of the essence of 
the Father” And this proper sense of the word povoyerys, as marking the 
oneness of the sonship, preserves a close affinity in idea with dyamnros 
well-beloved, the second translation of TI’. Both words define that which 
is essentially singular in filial relationship : Only son and well-beloved, 
Athanasius writes, ‘are the same’ (Or. c. Ar. iv. 24). 

But in the interval which elapsed before the council of Constantinople 
the important distinction between the sonship and the generation of the 
Son was beginning to be obscured, and povoyerns was treated as equivalent 
to pdvos yerynbels, so as to include both the fact of the uniqueness of the 
Nature of the Son and the ground (if we may so speak) of His unique- 
ness”. 

In this way the grand simplicity of the original idea of the word was 
lost. Other thoughts, true in themselves, were gathered round it, and at 
last the sense was given by Gregory of Nazianzus as describing ‘not the 
only Son of an only Parent, at one only time, but also that He was (be- 
gotten) in a singular way (uovorpores)’ (Orat. xxx. 20). And this conception, 
with which no fault can be found except that it is not contained in the 
word, became popularly current afterwards and was admirably expressed 
by John of Damascus: Movoyevns d€ dru povos ek povov TOU TaTpos poves 
eyevri6n (De-Fid. Orthod. i. 8. 135). 

One other use of the word povoyevys, which is at first strange to our» 
ears, remains to be noticed. The true reading in John i. 18 is in all proba- 
bility povoyerys beds (unigenitus Deus), and this phrase occurs in some of 
the Confessions of the fourth century. Thus it appears in a copy of the 
Nicene Creed addressed by Hustathius to Liberius (¢. 366), (Soer. iv. 12, 
14), and in a Oreed set forth by the council of Antioch in 341 (muorevomev 
els va Kipiov Iv. Xv, roy vidv adrod rov povoyera Ocdv...rdv yevvn Gera... 
Soer. ii. 10, 12; Athan, de Syn. 23), which was. said in fact to be the 
Creed of Iwucian the Martyr; and again in the Synodical letter of the 
Synod of Ancyra (358) (Sozom. 3, 5, 9 ; Epiph. Her. 73, 8). 

The phrase is common in patristic writings both in connexion with the 
passage in St John’s Gospel and independently. Didymus sets the phrase 
povoyerijs eds Adyos parallel with eis Geos. Alexander, who reads o povo- 
yerjs vids in John i, 18 speaks afterwards of the ‘ineffable subsistence of 
God the only Son’ (cds povoyerys Theod. 1, 4, §§ 15,19). Gregory of 
Nyssa, who uses it most frequently, says ‘the sum of the Christian religion 
is to believe in God the only Son (rév povoyer® Oedv) who is the Truth and 
the true Light and the Power of God and the Life’ (c. Hunom.t12, p. 913, 
Migne). 

On the relation of povoyevys to mpardroxos as applied to the Son see 
Lightfoot on Col. i. 15 ; and the typical passage of Athanasius: Orat. c. ° 
Ar. ii, 21 § 9. In connecting mperdroxos with the Incarnate Lord, I 


1 There can be no doubt that in this 2 The word povoyeryntos does not 
sentence povoyerh is (so to speak) a occur. The instance quoted by Bing- 
secondary predicate, and not afresh ham (3, 359) from Ussher is simply a 
epithet. The clause is so rendered in false conjunction of the words...uovo- 
the Syriac version ; Caspari, p. 101. yern tov... See Heurtley, pp. 79, 82. 
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believe that the great Greek fathers wished to guard the truth which 
I have sought to express in the Essay on ‘The Gospel of Creation.’ 


For the use of the phrase povoyer)s beds see Dr Hort’s Two Disserta- 
tions, Cambridge, 1876. 


Additional Note on iv. 12. 


A careful examination of the passages, relatively few in number, in Differ- 
which 6cds is used without the article in St John’s writings leads to the ence of 
conclusion that the difference between 6 deds and eds is such as might ° és and 
have been expected antecedently. The former brings before us the Personal ee 
God Who has been revealed to us in a personal relation to ourselves: the 


latter fixes our thoughts on the general conception of the Divine Character 
_ and Being. 


i. Océs occurs without the article (exclusively of cases where it occurs i. Use in 


with a preposition) in the following passages : es eee 
: ; €0S - 
John i. I Oeds Av 6 Noyos. out the 
. 12 rékva Oc0d. So 1 John iii. 1, 2. article. 
= 18 Oedv ovdeis Edpaxev. 1 John iv. 14 bedv ovdets mdmore 
reOéarat. 


» Vi. 45 Sedaxrot Oeod (LXX). 
» Vill. 54 Acyere Ore Oeds vpav eorw. 
» X= 33 moteis ceavrdv Oedv. 
» » 34f eta Ocot eore (LXX). 
» xix. 7 viov Ocod éavtov emoingey. 
1 John iii. 1, 2 (above John i. 12). 
» iv. 14 (above John i. 18). 


2 John 9 Oeov ovK exeEt. 
Apoc. Vii. 2 oppayida beoh (dvros (comp. 1 Thess. i. 9; 2 Cor. ili. 
3, vi. 16; 1 Tim. iv. 10; Hebr. ix. 14, x. 31, xii. 22). 
Sh eS 6 Geos per avr av Zara: [adtav Geos]. 
7 ? lol 
cle aE €ropar avt@ Geos. 


It is clear that in these passages 6 Oeés either could not be used, or 
could only be used with a serious change of sense. 

The use of 6 Oeds and cds with prepositions presents some marked Use with 
results. prepo- 
sitions. 
I. amo. 

(a) With article: 
Apoe, xii. 6 romoy frowacpéevov amd Tod 0. 
» XXL 10 (wodwv) katraBaivovcay ex Tot ovpavod amo Tov 6. 
(8) Without article : 
John iii. 2 dro 6. éAndvOas. 
»» Xiii, 3 dd 0. e&fdOev, 
») XVi. 30 aro 0, e&AOes. 
2. els. 
John xiv. 1 morevere cis Tov 6. 
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ek. 
Uniformly with the article : 
yevinOijvar ex rov 6, John i. 13; 1 John iii. 9, v. 1, 4, 18. 
civar €x rod @ John vii. 17, viii, 47; 1 John iii, 10, iv. 1 ff., 6 f., v. 19; 
3 John It, 
John viii. 42 ek rod 6. €&AdOov. 
Apoc, xi, 11 mvetpa Cais é« rod» 6, 
4. &, 
(a) With article: 
1 John iv. 15 adrds [péver] &v rd 0. 
Fr 16 &v rd 0. pever, 
(8) Without article : 
John iii, 21 év 6. éorly cipyacpéva, 
5. mapa. 
(a) With article: 
John vi. 46 6 dv mapa [rod] 8. 
»» Vill. 40 nv HRovca mapa tod 6. 
(8) Without article: 
John i. 6 dmecradpévos rapa 6. 
» 1X.16 ovK éorw odros mapa 6. 
» 1X. 33 €f qv mapa 6, 
2 John 3 elpyvy mapa 6. rarpés. 
6. mpos. 
Uniformly with the article: 
John i. I Av mpos rov 8. 
» Xl. 3 vadyes mpds tov 6. 
1 John iii. 21 mappyciav fyouev mpds rv 8. 
Apoc. xii. 5 jpmdcbn mpds rov 6. 
»  Xiii. 6 Bdaodnpias mpds tov 6. 
Throughout it will be seen that in eds the general conception of divinity 
is dominant, and in é eds that of the One Being in personal relation to 
others. 


ii, Use in ii, The same general difference is observable in the use of the terms in 
other the other Books of the N. T. Thus it may be noticed that the article is 


Books 4 

with pre- uniformly found 

positions. (1) with évémov (fvavrt, Katevemior, karévavtt) (31 times) except 
2) Cori, 17. 


(2) with zpos ace. (19 times). 

(3) with dé gen. (13 times) except Rom. xiii. 1 ; Gal. iv. 9. 
On the other hand the article is never used with xard ace, (6 times), while 
it is used in the two places where card is used with gen, 


Examples A few illustrations will serve to make this difference felt: 

of usage. Acts v. 4 ovk eevow dvOpdros ddd TO bea. 
5 29 meOapxeiv Sei Oe paddov 4 dvOpamos. 
» Vii. 55 eiSev Sday Ocod Kal Incowv éardra ex decay tov Geov. 
» Xiv. 15 émurrpépew emi Oedv Cavra. 3 
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Acts xv. 19 trois dwd trav Ova éemorpépovow én tov eov. 
Comp. 1 Tim. iv. 10 and 2 Cor. i. 9. 
Acts xx. 21 rij eis Gedy perdvovay. : 
y» XXiv. 15 éAmida Exew els Tov ed. 
1 Thess. i. 9 émeorpéare mpos Tov Oeoy amd Toy eidddav Sovrcvew ed 
 Cévte Kal ddybu. 
» ik 13 edxapiorodpev TS Oe@...dre mapadaBovres Adyov dkons... 
rob Gcod edééacbe od Adyov dvOp. GdAG...Adyor Oeov. 
1 Cor, iii. 19 popla mapa TO OeG eoriv. 
» Vii 24 ev rovT@ pevéro mapa de. 
Rom. ii. 17 kavyaoa ev Oed. 
» Y. II Kavyopevor ev TG eg. 

In this connexion also, though other considerations come in here, the 
following parallel phrases deserve notice: edayyéuoy bcov Rom. i. 1; 16 
evayy. Tov 6. Rom. xv. 163 Stxavoodyn Geov I Cor. v. 21; 7 dix. rod 6. Rom. 
x. 3; py) Gcou Rom. i. 18; 9 dpy7 rov 6. John iii. 36, Eph. v. 6; dAjdeva 
6cou Rom. xv. 8; 7 dd. rov 6. Rom. i. 25, lit 7. 
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II. Tae Power or tue Curistian 


Lire: THE Victory anp Wit- 
NESS OF Farry (vy. I—12). 


The whole of this section is closely 
connected, but two main thoughts, 
‘Faith’ and ‘ Witness, respectively 
prevail in the opening and closing 
verses. Thus it may be divided into 
two parts, 

1.. The victory of Faith (1—5). 

2. The Divine Witness (6—12). 


1. The victory of Faith (vy. 1—5), 

In the last section it has been seen 
that the love of ‘the brethren’ is en- 
joined as an essential accompaniment 
of the love of God. St John now 
traces the foundations of spiritual 
kinsmanship. ‘ Brethren’ are united 
by a common Divine Father. The 
human condition of this union is faith 
in Jesus as the Christ. This faith ig 
able to overcome and has potentially 
Overcome every force of the world. 
The succession of thought is clearly 
marked. Faith is the sign of a new 
life, and the presence of this life in- 
volves love for all who share it ( I). 
The reality of this love is shewn by 
active obedience (2, 3). Such obedi- 
ence is made possible by the gift of a 
Divine life, a truth which is affirmed 
in the abstract, and also in regard to 
the Life of Christ (4), and in regard to 
the experience of the believer (5). 

1. The transition lies in the thought 
of brotherhood. Brotherhood is 
founded on the vital apprehension of 
the revelation of Christ given by God. 
It is not then an arbitrary command 
that he who loves God love his brother 
also, He must do so. For he con- 
sciously shares with every brother the 
principle of his new being. 

mas 6 murtevov] Comp. ¢. iii. 3. 

The verb miorevew is here used for 
the first time in the epistle in its full 
and definite sense. -In iy, 16 it de- 
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V. tas 6 morevwr bri ’Incois éotiv 6 xXploros 
val a , i \ lat ¢ od \ / 
€k Tov Oeov yeyévuntai, Kal Tas Oo ayarwv Tov yevyn- 


scribes a general position with regard 
to the Divine purpose. In iii. 23 it 
expresses a belief in the truth of the 
revelation as to Christ. Here it pre- 
sents that belief in a direct and per- 
sonal form. ‘He that believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ’ not only admits 
an intellectual truth but enters into a 
direct relation with the powers of a 
spiritual order. ‘The command’ of 
God (iii. 23) finds so far an individual 
accomplishment. 

In the former chapter (iv. 2, 16; 


- comp. ii. 23), St John has spoken of 


the ‘confession’ of Christ in relation 
to society: here he speaks of faith 
in relation to the single believer. 
The main thought there was of the 
recognition, here of the essence of the 
children of God. The forms of con- 
fession are given in the most explicit . 
form. The article of faith is given 
more simply. A living faith carries 
with it more than the exact terms of 
specific belief convey (John xi. 27). 

Compare ve. 5, 10, 13. 

drt “I. éorlv 6 xptotds] Comp. 2. 5 
ore "I. arly 6 vids rod Oeod. John xx. 
31 dru L. eat 6 xpiotds 6 vids rod 
Geod. For the choice of the exact 
terms of belief here, see ii. 22. 

ex Tov 0. yey.] See c. iii. 9 note. 

Such faith involves the present ac- 
tion of a new and Divine life, which 
must have a Divine origin. Comp. 
1 Cor, xii. 3. Faith here is regarded 
simply as the sign of the life which 
has been given. Nothing is said of 
the relation between the human and 
the Divine—the faith of man, and ‘the 
seed of God’ (iii. 9)—in the first quick- 
ening of life. Comp. John i. 12 note. 

kal mas 6 dy. r. yevv.] et omnis qui 
diligit eum qui genuit V., and every 
one that loveth Him that begat... It 
is assumed that the child will have 
love for the Author of his being. 
Love follows directly from life. And 


V. 2] 
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I ay. Tov yey. Brg the: dy. +Kal ‘roy yey. (N)A syrr. 


in this spiritual connexion love must 
be directed to the character, and not 
to the Person apart from the charac- 
ter. It follows therefore that it will 
be extended to all those to whom the 
character has been communicated. 

6 dyaray] Augustine brings out the 
necessary connexion between faith 
and love (faith in action): cum dilec- 
tione, fides Christiani : sine dilectione, 
fides dzemonis. 

rov yevy.] The word is used also of 
the human agent, Philem. tro. 

Tov yeyevv. €€ avrod|] eum qui na- 
tus est ex co V., him that hath been 
begotten of Him, the child who draws 
from Him the abiding principle of 
his life. The singular (contrast ‘the 
children’ v. 2) emphasises the direct 
relation of Father and child, and also 
of brother and brother. This relation, 
as here regarded, is personal and not 
social. 

Throughout the Epistle St Joh 
individualises: ii. 4 ff., 9 ff, 15, 17, 
Zoi 2O smilie 3at,,/O)t0 155, 177, 

The idea of Augustine that the re- 
ference is to Christ is foreign to the 
context. 

2. What then, it may be asked, is 
the sign of this spiritual love which 
is essentially different from a.natural 
preference? The love of the children 
of God, such is the answer, is attested 
by the love of God, that is, by obedi- 
ence to God. At first sight this 
answer seems simply to invert the 
terms of the statement which has 
been made already. The love of God 
and the love of the children of God 
do in fact include each the other. It 
is equally true to say ‘He who loves 
God loves the children of God,’ and 
to say ‘ He who loves the children of 
God loves God’ Hither form of love 
may be made the ground or the con- 
clusion in the argument. But in re- 


Tov yey.: TO yey. &. 


ality the test of the love of the bre- 
thren given here introduces a new 
idea. The will of Christians is essen- 
tially the will of God (comp. iii. 22). 
The effort to fulfil the commandments 
of God is consequently the effort to 
do that which our ‘brethren’ most 
desire to-be done: the proof of love. 

Bede says well: Ille solus recte 
proximum diligere probatur qui et 
Conditoris amore flagrare conspicitur. 

It will also be further observed that 
the passage stands in close connexion 
with ¢. ii. 3 in this we perceive that 
we know Him if we keep His com- 
mandments ; and with iii. 23 this zs 
His commandment that we believe 
the Name...and love one another... 
(comp. iy. 20). 

Obedience to the manifold com- 
mandments of God (ai évrodai), the 
active fulfilment of Christian duty, is 
the sign of a knowledge of God: and 
knowledge of God is love of God. 

And again, the one commandment 
of God (7 évrody) is that we believe 
the Name of His Son and love one 
another. 

Here the love of God and obedi- 
ence in detail, which is identical with 
it (v. 3), is given as the sign of the 
reality of love for the brethren, who 
are the children of God. 

This thought that the love of God 
is obedience to His commandments 
is the uniting thought in the three 
passages. It is clearly seen through 
this how we can say (now more com- 
pletely than before): ‘We love God 
and keep His commandments, and 
therefore we love the brethren’; or 
‘We love the brethren, and therefore 
we love God and keep His command- 
ments,’ Whichever proposition is es- 
tablished, the other follows from it. 
Comp. c¢. i. 3. 

At the same time the transference 
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2 mompev Bvg (me the syrr): rypwuev ® (lat). 


of the test of the love of the brethren , 


to a spiritual region enables the be- 
liever to discern (ywveckopev) the 
reality of his love in spite of the many 
differences which separate him from 
the object of it under the conditions 
of earthly life. 

év rot@...] in this... The percep- 
tion comes not as a conviction drawn 
from a state of obedient love (é 
rovrov, from this), but in the very 
exercise of the feeling. The ‘this, as 
elsewhere, seems to look backward at 
once and forward, to the fact and the 
manifestation of the love of God. 
Comp. ii. 3 note. 

ywookoper] cognoscimus V., we 
perceive, The conviction is brought 
home to us in the present interpreta- 
tion of the facts of life. Compare ii. 3 
note, 5, 18 ; iii. 24 (V. scimus); iv. 13 
(V. intellegimus) ; and contrast the 
use of oiSapev in iii. 2, 5,14 f.; Vv. 15, 
18 ff. (V. scimus, scitis). See v. 18 
note. The use of drav brings into 
prominence the immediate and con- 
tinuous exercise of this power of know- 
ledge. 

ayarépev| The love which is spoken 
of is that of Christian for Christian 
as Christian, a feeling which has to 
be distinguished from human affec- 
tion. Of this love, which belongs to 
the spiritual sphere, love to God, that 
is obedience to God, is necessarily a 
final criterion. 

ra téxva Tod 6.| natos Dei V., the 
children of God. Comp. iii. 1 note. 
St John does not say ‘brethren’ here, 
because the argument turns upon the 
relation of Christians to God and not 
upon their relation to one another. 
At the same time the plural follows 
naturally on the singular of 7. 1. Then 
the thought was of the individual 
realisation of the Divine sonship: 


2,3 0m, Tompev...avTod A. 


here the thought is of the general, 
social, duty. 

This is the only place where érav 
occurs in the Epistles of St John. 
With the present conj. it expresses 
either an action repeated indefinitely 
(John viii. 44, ix. 5, &c.), or an action 
at an indefinite time regarded as 
actually going on (John vii. 27 epxnrat, 
contrast v. 31 €A6y; Xvi. 21 tikry fol- 
lowed by yevynon). Comp. 1 Cor. xv. 
24 (mapad.doi, karapyjon). 

érav...dyaraépev| cum...diligamus, 
VY. The literal rendering ‘ when- 
ever we love’ makes the meaning 
clear. Each act of love to God, that 
is practically, each act of obedience, 
carries with it the fresh conviction of 
true love to the children of God. 
’Eay (c. ii, 3; John xiii. 35) gives 
the general condition: dérav, the par- 
ticular and repeated fulfilment of it. 

kal tas évt. avrov mo.| et man- 
data eius faciamus V., and do His 
commandments. This clause brings 
the love of God into the region of 
active life. The phrase itself is unique 
(Apoc. xxii. 14 is a false reading); 
and seems to be chosen in order to 
express the active energy of obedi- 
ence as positive and not only nega- 
tive. Comp. c. i. 6 a, tiv adndevay 
note, 

Augustine follows out his false in- 
terpretation of ‘him that is begotten 
of Him’ inv. 1 by a striking applica- 
tion here: Filios Dei dixit qui Fili- 
um Dei paulo ante dicebat, quia filii 
Dei corpus sunt unici Filii Dei; et 
cum ille caput nos membra unus est 
Filius Dei. 

He also adds a wider application of 
the principle: Omnes homines, etiam 
inimicos vestros, diligatis, non quia 
sunt fratres, sed ut fratres sint; ut 
semper fraterno amore flagretis sive 
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in fratrem factum, sive in inimicum 
ut frater fiat diligendo. 

3. adrn yap...] for this... The 
words give an explanation of the 
second clause (and do His command- 
ments) in the former verse. Love 
of God can only be shewn in the 
effort to fulfil His will. Comp. John 
XIV“E5, 21, 31. 

tva...rnpdpev Kal...] ut custodiamus 
V. The love of God is not simply 
the keeping (rypnots, +d rnypetv) of 
the commandments of God, but rather 
a continuous and watchful endeavour 
to observe them. Comp. John vi. 29 
wa morevnte, XVil. 3 iva yw.: 2 John 6. 
And the nature of the command- 
ments is not such as to crush the 
freedom and spontaneity of love. 
They are not grievous, heavy (Bapeiat, 
gravia V.), an oppressive and exhaust- 
ing burden. Compare Matt. xi. 30 
To goptiov pov edAadpdy eorw, and 
contrast Matt. xxiii. 4 dSecpevovow 
dopria Bapéa. 

4. Ort...] because... Comp. ii. 19 
note. The fact that the Divine com- 
mandments are not a burden is not 
established by a consideration of their 
character. In themselves they are 
difficult (Acts xiv. 22; John xvi. 33). 
To love the brethren is not a light 
thing. But with the commandment 
comes also the power of fulfilment. 
Natural taste, feeling, judgment may 
check spiritual sympathy; but every 
faculty and power which is quickened 
by God is essentially stronger than 
‘the world’ and realises its victory 
at once. 

In the development of the thought 
St John passes from the abstract way 
ro yeyevv.) to the concrete and per- 
sonal (ris éorw 6 wxdyv), through the 
decisive history in which the truth 


was once for all absolutely realised 
(n vikn 7 vuknoaca). 

nav ro yey.| St John chooses the 
abstract form (contrast v. I Tov yey.) 
in order to convey an universal truth. 
The thought is not so much of the 
believer in his unity, nor of the 
Church, but of each element included 
in the individual life and in the life of 
the society. Compare John iii. 6 ro 
yey. and John. iii. 8 mas 6 yey. 

wka Tov K.] conquers the world— 
not ‘hath conquered’ (c. ii. 13 f., iv. 4), 
nor yet ‘will conquer’—in a struggle 
which is present and continuous. 
Under the title ‘the world’ St John 
gathers up the sum of all the limited, 
transitory powers opposed to God 
which make obedience difficult. It 
is by the introduction of the spiritual, 
the eternal, that we obtain a true 
standard for things, and so can over- 
come the temptations which spring 
out of a narrow, earthly, temporal 
estimate. And this holds good not 
only of man as a whole but of each 
power and faculty with which he is 
endowed. Comp. John xvi. 33. 

kat avrn...| The certainty of the 
victory of that which partakes of the 
Divine is illustrated by a view of the 
nature of the victory itself. The 
victory which the Christian is ever 
winning is the individual appropria- 
tion of a victory gained once for all. 

7 vikn...n miotis nuav] the victory 
...0ur faith. The word vixn occurs here 
only in the N.T., and iors here 
only in St John’s Hpistles. Mors 
is not found in St John’s Gospel. 
It occurs in the Apocalypse: ii. 13, 
19; Kili ro; xiv..12. In ii: 13,0xivt 
12 it appears to be used objectively 
for ‘the faith of Christ,’ as embodied 
in a confession (‘fides quee creditur’) : 
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in ii. 19; xiii. 10, it is the subjective 
spirit of the true believer (‘fides 
qua creditur’). Here the sense is 
fixed by the context. ‘Our faith’ is 
the faith which is summed up in the 
confession that Jesus is ‘the Christ, 
the Son of God.’ The Life represented 
by that creed was the victory over 
the world as Christ Himself inter- 
preted it (John xvi. 33). To hold that 
faith, to enter into the meaning and 
the power of that conquest through 
apparent failure, is to share in its 
triumph. Our faith is not merely 
victorious: it is the embodiment of 
the victory which overcame the world. 
Thus the aorist (1} wxjoaca, gue vin- 
cit V., inadequately) receives its full 
force. The victory of Christ was gain- 
ed upon a narrow field, but it was 
world-wide in its effects. Comp. Ign. 
ad Sm. to. 

5. tis €orw...] At length the.ques- 
tion becomes directly personal. St 
John appeals to the experience of 
those whom he addresses. The single 
believer (6 wxév) takes the place of 
the abstract element (rd yeyevunpevov), 
and of the absolute force (j mioris). 
The victory of the Divine principle is, 
as he triumphantly claims, actually 
realised in the victory of the Chris- 
tian. 

tis...e¢ juy...] Compare ii. 22. The 
personal victory is regarded in its 
course (6 vikév), as the representative 
victory was regarded in its completion 
(7 v. 1) uuKnoaca). 

dre I. é€orly 6 vi, rod 6.] Comp. ». 1. 
By the use of the title ‘the Son of 
God’ in connexion with the human 
name, Jesus, the antithesis involved 
in the faith is expressed in the sharp- 
est form. There is a similar passage 
from ‘the Christ’ to ‘the Son’ in ii, 
22) th 


2. The Divine Witness (v.6—12). 


The victory of Faith has been 
shewn to lie in the confession of Jesus 
as the Son of God. St John now goes 
on to unfold the character (6—8), 
and the effectiveness (9—12), of the 
witness by which this confession is 
sustained and justified. 

6—8. The character of the witness 
to the substance of the Christian 
Faith is laid open by a consideration 
of the historical witness which is of- 
fered to men in the Life of Christ, and 
in the life of the Church (6 a, b); 
of the Divine principle of witness 
(6c); and of the personal witnesses 
(7, 8). 

6. The two parts of the historical 
witness to Christ are distinguished 
by the different forms in which the 
common outward symbols are used in 
corresponding clauses. He came ‘ by 
water and blood, and again ‘not in 
the water only, but in the water and 
in the blood’ 

‘ovros...] The pronoun goes back to 
the subject of the last sentence. 
* This ‘ Jesus,’ who has been affirmed _ 
to be ‘the Son of God, is He that 
came...” The compound title at the 
end of the clause, Jesus Christ, em- 
phasises the truth which is estab- 
lished by the manner of the ‘coming’ 
of ‘Jesus’: ‘ This ts He that came...’ 
and whose Divine Office is expressed 
by the full name which He bears, 
even Jesus Christ. 

6 éhOdv...] He that came... The 
verb is used with a clear reference to 
the technical sense of ‘ he that cometh’ 
(6 épxduevos Matt. xi. 3; Luke vii, 
19 f.; comp. John i. 15, 27; vi. 14; 
xi. 27; xii. 13; see also John i. 30; 
x. 8). Thus ‘ He that came’ is equiva- 
lent to ‘Ile that fulfilled the pro- 
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inises to the fathers, as the Saviour 
sent from God.” Comp. ii. 18 note. 

80 ddaros Kal atyartos| per aguam et 
sanguinem V., by (through) water 
and blood. The sense of ‘he that 
came, which distinctly points to a 
past historic fact, determines that 
these terms also must have a historic 
meaning, and refer to definite events 
characteristic of the manner in which 
the Lord fulfilled His office upon 
earth. ‘He came— He was shewn 
to be the Christ—by water and blood.’ 
‘Water’ and ‘blood’ contributed in 
some way to reveal the nature and 
the fulfilment of His work. 

There can be no doubt that the 
Death upon the Cross satisfies the 
conception of ‘coming by blood.’ 
By so dying the Lord made known 
His work as Redeemer; and opened 
the fountain of His life tomen. Comp. 
Additional Note on i. 7. 

The ‘coming by water, which natu- 
rally corresponds to this final act of 
sacrifice, is the Baptism, whereby 
the Lord declared His purpose ‘to 
fulfil all righteousness’ (Matt. iii. 
15). The water, by Christ’s voluntary 
acceptance of the Baptist’s ministry, 
became the means through which the 
Divine purpose was fulfilled (Matt. iii. 
17). The Baptist was sent baptizing 
in water that Christ might be made 
manifest (John i. 31). Even in the 
case of the Lord Baptism is shewn to 
have been the external condition of 
the ‘descent and abiding of the Holy 
Spirit’ (John i. 33 f.); and by His 
Baptism Christ fulfilled for the hu- 
manity which He took to Himself, 
though not for Himself, the condition 
of regeneration. 

But we cannot stop at the refer- 
ence to the cardinal events in the 
Lord’s Life whereby He ‘came by 


water and blood’ in the fulfilment of 
His historic work. While He hung 
upon the Cross, dead in regard to 
mortal life, but still living (see John 
xix. 34 note), He came again ‘by 
water and blood.’ The issue of 
‘blood and water’ from His side 
evidently indicated that He hence- 
forth became for men the gource of 
blessing symbolised by the twofold 
stream, and realised in His own 
human life by Baptism and Death 
upon the Cross. The one historic 
coming was shewn to be the founda- 
tion of a continuous spiritual coming ; 
and St John saw in this the subject 
of the crucial testimony which he had 
to give (John xix. 35). 

This exceptional note of the Evan- 
gelist seems to place the reference 
here to the significant fact recorded 
in the Gospel beyond question. The 
readers of the Epistle could not but 
be familiar with the incident either 
from the oral or from the written 
teaching of the Apostle; and conscious 
of the stress which he laid upon it, 
as the confirmation of Christian faith, 
they could not fail to recall it here. 

Compare Bede: Nec reticendum 
quod in hoe quoque sanguis et aqua 
testimonium illi dederunt quod de 
latere mortui vivaciter efiluxerunt, 
quod erat contra naturam corporum 
mortuorum, atque ob id mysteriis 
aptum et testimonio veritatis fuit 
congruum, videlicet insinuans quia et 
ipsum Domini corpus melius post 
mortem esset victurum resuscitatum 
in gloria et ipsa mors illius nobis vitam 
donaret. 

Such an extension of the meaning 
of ‘water and blood’ appears to be 
implied in the words that follow: 
not in the water only, but in the 
water and in the blood, followed by 
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the reference to the present witness 
of the Spirit. The change of the 
preposition, the use of the article, 
and the stress laid on actual experi- 
ence, shew that St John is speaking of 
a continuation of the first coming 
under some new but analogous form. 
Further it is to be noticed that what 
was before spoken of in its unity 
(8v v. kai ai.) is now spoken of in its 
separate parts (é€v rO dv. kal ev TO 
aip.). The first proof of the Messiah- 
ship of Jesus lay in His complete 
historical fulfilment of Messiah’s work 
once for all in bringing purification 
and salvation: that proofis continued 
in the experience of the Church in 
its two separate parts. 

Thus we are led to the ideas 
which underlie the two sacraments, 
and which are brought home to us in 
and through them: the ideas which 
in their most general form are laid 
open in John iii, vii It is through 
Christ’s ‘ coming by water and blood, 
and His life through Death, that the 
life of the Spirit and the cleansing 
and support of our human life in all 
its fulness are assured. The actual 
experience of these blessings is the 
abiding witness of the Church to Him. 

Bede, probably following Augus- 
tine, whose Commentary is not ex- 
tant, after v. 3 well combines the 
historic and sacramental references : 
Qui venit per aquam et sanguinem, 
aquam videlicet lavacri et sanguinem 
suze passionis: non solum baptizari 
propter nostram ablutionem dignatus 
est, ut nobis baptismi sacramentum 
consecraret ac traderet, verum etiam 
sanguinem suum dedit pro nobis, sua 
nos passione redimens, cujus sacra- 
mentis semper refecti nutriremur ad 
salutem. 

dua...ev...] The historic Mission of 
Christ—the pledge of His Presence— 
was established ‘through’ the car- 


dinal events of His Ministry. The 
abiding Presence of Christ—the issue 
of His Mission—is realised ‘in’ that 
which is appointed to perpetuate 
the power of His work. The one 
preposition marks the means by 
which Christ’s Office was revealed: 
the other the sphere in which He 
continues to exercise it. 

60 vdaros kat aiy.] The order is 
significantly changed from that in 
the Gospel (blood and water). The 
order in the Gospel is (so to speak) 
the order of the Divine gift: the full 
power of human life comes first: that 
in the Epistle is the order of the 
human appropriation of the gift. 

The symbolism of ‘blood’ as re- 
presenting the natural human life 
sacrificed and so made available for 
others, has been already touched 
upon. In contrast with this, ‘ water’ 
represents the power of the spiritual 
life: John iii. 5; iv. 14; vii. 38 (Zech. 
xiv. 8). Comp. Apoc. xxi. 6; xxii. 1, 17. 

ovk ev TO UO. p.] not in the water 
only. The reference is probably to 
such teachers as Irenzeus mentions 
(i. 26, 1): [Cerinthus docuit] post 
baptismum descendisse ineum (Iesum) 
ab ea principalitate que est super 
omnia Christum figura columbe ; et 
tune annunciasse incognitum Patrem 
et virtutes perfecisse: in fine autem 
revolasse iterum Christum de Jesu et 
Jesum passum esse et resurrexisse ; 
Christum autem impassibilem perse- 
verasse, existentem spiritalem. In 
some form or other the same kind of 
error is always repeating itself. The 
spiritual life is exalted into an undue 
supremacy, to the neglect of the re- 
demption of the earthly life, . 

For this reason St John SAYS ovK 
€v TO UO. pdvov, and not op dv vd. ovop. 
He contradicts a false view of Christ’s 
abiding work and not only a false 
view of Christ’s Person in Himself, 
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kal Oo mv....] and the Spirit... In 
the words which immediately precede 
St John has indicateda present action 
of Christ. He now shews how the 
reality of that action is established. 
The Spirit—the Divine Spirit — zs 
that which witnesseth, not ‘which 
witnessed’ (3 John6), or ‘which hath 
witnessed’ (v. 9). His testimony is 
given now and uninterruptedly. Such 
‘witness’ is the peculiar office of the 
Spirit (John xiv. 26; xv. 26; xvi. 
8 ff). By this it is that men are 
enabled to pierce beneath the ex- 
ternal phenomena and the external 
rites to their innermost meaning. 
Nothing is said of the substance of 
the witness or of those to whom it is 
given. These details are included in 
the idea of the Spirit’s witness. He 
speaks of Divine Truth; and He 
speaks to the souls of believers. 

Thus there is, as will be seen, a 
striking parallelism between the 
office of Christ and the office of the 
Spirit. Jesus is He that came, once 
for all fulfilling the Messiah’s work ; 
and the Spirit is that which witnes- 
seth, ever applying and interpreting 
His Mission and His gifts. 

ort TO Tvedpa...| Quoniam (quod) 
Christus V., because the Spirit... The 
conjunction (67) has been interpreted 
both as giving the substance (that), 
and as giving the reason (because) of 
the testimony. The former translation 
gives no tolerable sense unless the 
Latin reading of Christ for the Spirit 
is adopted. But the sense thus gained 
is foreign to the context. While then 
we take the translation because as cer- 
tainly right, the meaning of the word 
is ambiguous here. It may mean: 
The Spirit gives the witness (1) be- 
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cause it is essentially fitted to do so: 
or (2) because by its essential nature 
it is constrained to do so. Perhaps 
the one idea passes into the other, so 
that it is not necessary to distinguish 
them sharply. In that which is Di- 
vine, nature and office coincide. 

To mv.€oTw 9 ad.| The Spirit is the 
Truth. Just as Christ is the Truth 
(John xiv. 6), so the Spirit sent in 
Christ’s name is the Truth. The Spirit 
cannot but make known, as men can 
bear the revelation, that which is 
eternal and absolute in changing phe- 
nomena. That which ‘is’ is in virtue 
of the Spirit, in virtue of Christ (Col. 
rly ails 18%) 

Bede has a vigorous note on the 
Latin reading (Christus est veritas) : 
Quia ergo Spiritus Jesum Christum 
esse veritatem testatur, ipse se veri- 
tatem cognominat, Baptista illum ve- 
ritatem preedicat, Filius tonitrui veri- 
tatem evangelizat : taceant blasphemi 
qui hunc phantasma esse dogmati- 
zant; pereant de terra memorize eo- 
rum qui eum vel Deum vel hominem 
esse verum denegant. 

7, 8. drt Tpeis ciciv...| Because 
three are they...This clause appears 
to give the reason for the main pro- 
position in v. 5, that ‘Jesus is the 
Son of God,’ a truth briefly expressed 
and affirmed by His full Name, ‘Jesus 
Christ.’ What has been said in v. 6 
—this is He that came—prepares 
the way for the assertion of this 
complete personal testimony, ade- 
quate according to the human stand- 
ard: Deut. xix. 15; comp. John viii. 
17 ff. The stress laid by the order 
upon ‘three’ emphasises this thought 
of the fulness of the number of the 
witnesses, and the consequent cer- 
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tainty of that which they affirm. The 
faith in Jesus as ‘the Christ, the Sor 
of God’ is reasonable according to the 
ordinary laws of belief. 

It seems to be less natural to regard 
the clause as a confirmation of the 
words which immediately precede. 
The ground of the Spirit’s witness is 
given perfectly in the declaration of 
His Nature and Office as ‘the 

. Truth” Yet it is possible that the 
6rt may simply explain the addition 
of the Spirit: “besides ‘the Water’ 
and ‘the Blood’ there is yet another 
witness ; because three are they that 
bear witness.” 

Tpeis...ol paptupovrres| The passage 
from the neuter 76 paprupody to the 
masculine of paprupovvres marks the 
different aspect under which the 
witness is now regarded, as a per- 
sonal witness, The transition is made 
through the Spirit, who is regard- 
ed both as a power and as a per- 
son: comp. John xiv. 26; xv. 26, 
TO Tvedpa...0...€keivos. Just ag the 
Spirit is found to be personal in His 
work with men, so also ‘the water’ 
and ‘the blood’ speak personally 
through those in whom their efficacy 
is realised. 

of papr.| The participle, as distin- 
guished from the noun of paprupes 
(Acts i. 8; ii. 32, &c.), expresses the 
actual delivery of the witness, and 
this as a present, continuous, action. 
The witness here is considered mainly 
as the living witness of the Church 
and not as the historical witness of 
the Gospels. Through believers these 
three, ‘the Spirit and the Water 
and the Blood, perform a work not 
for believers only but for the world 
(John xvii. 20 ff.), 

8. 16 rvetpa] Tho Spirit has a two- 
fold office, one corresponding with 


Tov Jeou &*. 


that of Christ (odrds éorw 6 éAOav... 
TO mvedpa eoTW TO papTupouy...); and 


_ the other coordinate with that of the 


power of spiritual life and the power 
of redemption brought by Christ (ro 
T.,T0 VOwp, Toaiwa). In this latter con- 
nexion it must be remembered that 
the Spirit is the sign of the glory of 
the Risen Christ; John vii. 39; xvi. 
7; Acts ii. 32 f. Thus the Spirit, 
with the Water and Blood, completes 
the witness to the Incarnation as a 
Fact no less than as an open source 
of blessing. For the witness of the 
Spirit see Acts v. 32. 

of Tpeis eis TO ev eiow] thethree are 
Jor the one. The subject is emphati- 
cally repeated to mark the unity of 
the object. ‘The three personal wit- 


nesses are turned to the one abso- ~ 


lute end,’ to establish the one Truth 
(ro ev, the one, not simply one), that 
definite Truth which is everywhere 
present through the Epistle. The 
idea is not that of simple unanimity 
in the witnesses (eis év etvar), but that 
of their convergence (so to speak) 
on the one Gospel of ‘Christ come in 
the flesh” to know which is eternal 
life. 

With the phrase eis rd év evar may 
be contrasted & eivae John x. 30; 
xvii. 21 f.; 1 Cor. iii. 8 ; reNevod car cis 
év John xvii. 23; ovvdyew eis & 

‘John xi. 52. 

9—12. St John goes on from con- 
sidering the character of the witness 
to Christ to consider its effectiveness. 
It is a Divine witness (9): it is a 
human, internal witness (10): it is a 
witness realised in a present life (11), 
in fellowship with the Son (12). 

9. ¢t tiv p. Tt. avOp. AapB.] SZ... 
accipimus V., If we receive... This is 
assumed as unquestioned: ¢. iii. 13. 
The threefold witness. of which St 
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John has spoken, simply as_ being 
threefold, satisfies the conditions of 
human testimony. Much more then, 
he argues, does a threefold divine 
witness meet all claims; and such a 
witness, it is implied, we have in the 
witness of the Spirit, the water and 
the blood. This witness therefore is 
‘greater’ than the witness of men in 
regard to its authority: John v. 36. 
Comp. ¢. iv. 4; iii. 20. 

For papr. Xap8. see John iii. 11, 
Berks Vs 34. 

The form of the argument is irregu- 
lar. Instead of completing the sen- 
tence on the same type as he began, 
‘much more shall he receive the wit- 
ness of God, St John states that which 
is the ground of this conclusion, ‘the 
witness of God is greater.’ 

Ore avrn €... Ort...] guoniam hoc est 
..quia... V., because this is...that... 
The first conjunction does not give 
the ground of the superior authority 
of the divine witness, that is taken 
for granted, but the ground for ap- 
pealing to it. Such a witness has 
been given, and therefore we appeal 
to it. 

The second 67 is ambiguous. It 
- may be-(1) parallel with the former 
one: ‘because this is the witness of 
God, because, I say, He hath borne 
witness...’; or, it may be (2) explana- 
tory of the paprupiay: ‘because this 
is the witness of God, even that He 
hath borne witness...’; or again (3) 
the word may be the relative (6 71): 
“because this is the witness of God, 
even that which He hath witness- 
Cdeesr 

No one of the explanations is with- 
out difficulty. Against (2) it.may be 
urged that it is strange to insist on 
the idea that the witness of God lies 


W. 


in the fact that He hath witnessed. 
concerning His Son. 

The usage of St John and of the 
Apostolic writers generally is against 
(3); though perhaps reference may be 
made to >John viii. 25. [In Matt. 
XVili. 28 ef 7u,] 

The usage of St John (ci. 53 Vv. 
II, 14) is equally against (1). 

On the whole it is best to take the 
clause as explanatory of adrn: ‘because 
this is the witness of God, even the 
fact that He hath borne witness con- 
cerning His Son.’ Comp. 2. 11. 

aitn éotiv] this is.... The words 
look backward and forward. This 
triple witness which has been de- 
scribed, and which is now defined 
further to bea witness of God for His 
Son: this is the final form of the 
witness. 

pepaptipyker] testificatus est V., 
hath witnessed. The form is to be 
distinguished from ‘ witnesseth’ and 
: witnessed.’ 

Hepaprupnka John i. 345 Hi, 263 - v, 
33,375 xix. 35.(Hebr. xi. 5; 3.John 12.) 


éuaptupyoa John i. 32; iv. 44; 
wiih. 21; Acts xv. 8; 1 Con tv. 
5 ; 1 Tim. Wigwlisy: 3 John 6; Apoc. 
i. 23 Hebr. xi. 2: 4, 39: 


The witness was open and visible 
to the world in the general effect. of 
Christ’s death and the pouring out of 
the Spirit: so much was unquestion- 
able. 

It may be added that ov. 6—9 
contain a testimony to the Holy 
Trinity in the several works of the 
Divine Persons: Christ ‘comes,’ 
the Spirit ‘witnesses, God (the 
Father) ‘hath witnessed concerning 
His Son.’ 

10. The witness is not of external 
testimony only, but internal also. 
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Absolute self-surrender to the Son of 
God brings to the believer a direct 
consciousness of His Divine Nature 
and work. He that believeth on the 
Son of God hath the witness in him. 
That which for others is external is 
for the believer experimental. The 
witness of Spirit and water and blood 
becomes an inner conviction of life 
and cleansing and redemption. The 
title of divine dignity (the Son of 
God) points to the assurance of this 
effect. Moreover it is to be noticed 
that here the condition laid down is 
belief in the Person of Christ (mor. 
eis), and not belief in a fact-(aor. dre 
@. 1). 

o py mort. td 0.) he that believeth 
not God. The direct antithesis to 
‘believing on the Son’ is ‘ not believ- 
ing God.’ This follows from the fact 
that ‘believing on the Son’ comes from 
‘believing God,’ that is, welcoming 
His testimony. — 

For the phrase py morevew tO Oe 
(as distinguished from px 7. eis rév-6. ) 
see John v. 24; vi. 29 f.; viii. 30 f. 
Comp. c. iii. 23 n. 

wevornv mem. av.| mendacem facit 
V., hath made him a liar, false in 
all His dealings with men. See i. 
ton, The word marks the general 
character and not only falsity in the 
particular case. Comp. John viii. 44; 
c. ii. 4,22; iv. 20. The form of expres- 
sion suggests the idea of an inward 
conflict, A voice has been heard and 
it has been deliberately rejected. 

memoinkev...memiatevkey| These two 
perfects definitely connect the present 
position of the unbeliever with a past 


auT@ AB: éaur@ X. 


ov memiorevkey SB: ovk émlorevoev 


épaprupykev &. 


act. When the crisis of choice came 
he refused the message: he made 
God a liar: he did not believe on 
His testimony: and the result of that 
decision entered into him and clings 
to him. Compare, for a similar use of 
memiotevka, John iii. 18; vi. 69 (ce. iv. 
£6): 5-1. 273 XVI 27; Xx. 29; 2 Tim. 
i, 12; Tif. iti. 8. 

étt ov meniot.| The negative ex- 
presses the direct fact. Contrast John 
iii. 18 Gre py wenior. which presents 
the conception. See John vi. 64. 

ov memior. eis Thy papr.| non cre- _ 
dtdit in testimonium V., hath not 
believed on the witness, not simply 
‘believed the witness.’ The phrase 
is unique. Belief in the truth of the 
witness (mor. TH paptupia, compare 
John v. 47) is carried on to personal 
belief in the object of the witness, 
that is, the Incarnate Son Him- 
self. 

The phrase is illustrated by muc- 
Tevew eis TO dvoua (v. 13 n.), in which 
the ‘name’ represents the Person 
under the particular aspect which it 
expresses. In one other case morev- 
ew eis is used with an object not 
directly personal John xii. 36 mioreveuw 
eis To Hos, but here das stands with 
immediate reference to John viii. 
TQ 51k 

So it stands out that the ultimate 
object of faith is not a fact or a dogma 
but a Person. 

jv pepapr...] Itmight have seemed 
simpler to say ‘the witness of God’ 
(~. 9); but St John repeats at length 
what he has shewn that witness to be, 
a witness concerning His Son, 
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II, 12, The witness, which has 
been shewn to be divine and internal, 
points also to the presence of a divine 
life, which, given once for all, is en- 
joyed by fellowship with the Son. 

II. xal avrn...] ‘The witness of God’ 
(v. 9) is in part unfolded: the witness 
that He hath given concerning His 
Son is this that He gave us eternal 
life. The Mission of His Son, which 
He attested, was the gift of life (John 
X. 10, 28; xvii. 2), of life in His Son 
(John xx. 31, év r@ dvopart). 

¢. ai. @axer| gave eternal life, not 


hath given. Compare Ce 23a 
(€Owxev) with c. iii. 1; ‘iv. 13; v. 20 
(Sedaxev). The reference is to the 


historic facts by which this life was 
communicated to humanity. That 
which before Christ’s coming was a 
great hope, by His coming was real- 
ised and given. The gift, as far as 
St John here regards it, was made to 
Christians (nuiv), who appropriate it. 

Conv aidviov] vv. 13, 20; ¢. iii 15. 
This form is to be distinguished from 
7 ¢. 7 aidv. (c. i. 2, note) and 7 aidmos 
¢. which occurs only John xvii. 3. 
It simply defines the character of the 
life, and does not identify it with the 
only true life. 

€v T@ vid] The life is not separate 
from God but in God. Believers united 
with Christ are in Him united with 
God. Comp. Rom. vi, 23; 2 Tim. 
ity dle 

12. 06 éyov., | The variations from 
exact parallelism in the two members 
of the verse are significant. In the 
second member roy vidy rod Oeod 
stands for roy vidv, and the position 
of rnv Cwny is changed. 

o €xwv tov viov] he that hath the 
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Son, in Whom the Father is known. 
Comp. ¢. ii. 23; 2 John 9; and for 
the use of ¢yew, John iii. 29; iv. 17. 

exes THY ¢.] hath life, or rather 
the life which God has given. Con- 
trast v. 13; iii. 15; John v. 26; 
X, 10; xx. 31. Comp. Col. iii. 4. 

6 py €xav tr. vi. rov 6.| he that hath 
not the Son of God. The fuller title 
seems to mark emphatically . the ne- 
cessity of failure in such a case. God 
is the only source‘of life. 

For the combination of the positive 
and negative see c. i. 5; ii. 4, 27; 
John i. 3; iii. 16, 


THE ACTIVITY AND CONFIDENCE 
OF THE CHRISTIAN Lire: Ept- 
LOGUE. 


III. 


This last section of the Epistle is 
symmetrical in structure : 
1. The aim re-stated (13). 
2. The confidence of spiritual 
action (14—17). 
3. The certainty of spiritual 
knowledge (18— 20). 
4. A final warning (21). 

The progress of thought is clear. 
Haying reached the close of his 
writing St John recals the main 
purpose of writing it (i. 4), which he 
has fulfilled (v. 13); and’ then illus- 
trates the confidence of the Christian 
life under two aspects (1) as it finds 
expression inspiritual action (14—17), 
and (2) as it is realised in inward con- 
viction (18—z2o). He concludes by a 
warning against everything which 
usurps the place of God (21). 


1. The aim of the Epistle re- 
stated (13). 
13. taita eypaya] These things 
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have I written I wrote)... In re- 
viewing his Epistle St John indicates 
the fulfilment of his purpose (i. 3, 4). 
The consciousness of eternal life brings 
divine fellowship and completed joy, 
Comp. John xx. 30 f. 

For the use of éypaya (contrast 
yéypapa John xix. 22) see ec. ii. 12 
—14 note. The Apostle looks back 
upon his work, and records the aim 
which he set before himself, 

iva cidjre] ut sciatis V., that ye 
may know with a knowledge final and 
certain. Compare ii. 29 note; ili. 14 
note. The eternal life may be pre- 
sent and yet not realised in its inhe- 
rent power. The fruits may not be 
referred to their source; and again 
they may be delayed. But there isa 
knowledge of life which is independ- 
ent of external signs; and this St 
John seeks to quicken, 

The order (wy éy. aioy. is not found 
elsewhere: the epithet comes as an 
afterthought : ‘that ye have life—yes, 
eternal life.’ 

Tois muorevovar] to you who believe. 
The dative, which is added as a kind 
of afterthought, defines the character 
of the persons who are addressed: ‘to 
you, yes, to you who believe...’ Com- 
pare John i. 12; v. 16. The present 
activity of faith (morevovow) is the 
sign of life (iii. 23 note). 

Tots mar. eis TO Uv....| Gut creditis 
in nomine... V.. who believe in the 
name of...who believe in Him who is 
revealed to us under this title as 
being the Son of God. Contrast. iii. 
23 note (mor. rd ov.); and compare 
John i. 12 note; ii. 23 note; iii. 18. 
For similar uses of dvopya see ¢. ii, 12 


(8a 1rd dvoua adrod) note; 3 John 7 
(76 dvopa) note. 

Tov viod rou Oeov] the Son of God, 
ve. 5, 10, 12, 20; ili. 8 note; iv. 15.. 
The title is the pledge of the cer- 
tainty of the possession of life. 


2. The confidence of spiritual action 
(14—17). . 

The consciousness of a divine life 
brings to the believer perfect bold- 
ness in prayer, that is, in converse 
with God (14, 15); and this boldness 
finds characteristic expression in 
intercession for the brethren (16, 
17). 

14. kat avrn...] It is implied that the 
knowledge which the Christian can 
gain is not for mere passive posses- 
sion, nor yet for himself alone. It 
finds scope in corresponding expres- 
sion. The life is fruitful. 

) Tappnoia jv eyouev...] jfiducia 
quam habemus... V., the boldness of 
speech, utterance, which we have as 
the consequence of our possession of 
life. See c. ii. 28 note. The gift of 
eternal life enables the believer to 
come directly before God (Hebr. iv. 
16) and speak every thought without 
reserve. This he has strength to do 
in the present trials of life (c. iii. 21) ; 
and he looks forward to a like open- 
ness of trust ‘at the presence of 
Christ’ (ii. 28), and ‘in the day of 
judgment’ (iv. 17). 

mpos adrov] ad eum V., towards 
Him, that is, God, the main subject 
of the passage. 

airy ...6rt...dxover...] this... that 
... he heareth] The fact (that he 
heareih) and not the conviction of 
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the fact (‘we know that he heareth’), 
is identified with the feeling. Our 
boldness is not simply a belief, but 
indeed a certainty, an experience. 

édv Tt aitdpeba] guodcunqgue petie- 
rimus V., if we ask anything. The 
distinction between the middle (ai- 
reioOac) and the active (aireiv) is not 
sharply drawn; but generally the 
personal reference is suggested by 
the middle while the request is left 
wholly undefined as to its destination 
by the active. Compare John xvi. 
24, 26; xiv. 13,14; xv. 16 with xv. 
7; James iv. 2, 3. For aireicOa see 
Matt. xxvii. 20 (and parallels), 58 (and 
parallels); Acts iii. 14. 

Kata to OéAnpa av.| according to 
His will. Comp. 1 Pet. iv. 19; Gal. 
i. 4; Eph. i. 5, 11. This will finds ex- 
pression in the soul: John xv. 7; and 
is the continuous manifestation of 
the divine nature through Christ. 
Thus asking ‘according to the will of 
God’ is equivalent to asking ‘in 
Christ’s name’: John xiv. 13 note. 

‘The will of God’ regards the 
spiritual consummation of man (¢. ii. 
17; Rom, ii, 18), and all external 
things only so far as they are con- 
tributory to this. 

dxover nuav] Compare John ix. 31 ; 
xi. 41 f. This sense of ‘ hearing’ is 
peculiar to St John. The ‘hearing’ 
of God, like the ‘knowledge’ of God, 
carries with it every perfect conse- 
quence. For the thought see c. iii. 22. 

15. kai eav oidapev...| et scimus V., 
si scimus F., and if we know... The 
force of this unusual construction ap- 
pears to be to throw the uncertainty 
upon the fact of the presence of the 
knowledge and not upon the know- 
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ledge itself. The sense required is 
not ‘and should we know,’ but ‘and 
should it be that we know.’ 

d édv airdpeba] whatsoever we ask. 
This universal phrase can be substi- 
tuted for the limited phrase which 
was used before (éav rt air. x. 7. 6.). The 
believer would not make his own 
any prayer which is not according 
to God’s will. And since he has made 
God’s will his own will, he has all he 
truly seeks in immediate and present 
possession (Mark xi. 24) though the 
visible fulfilment may be delayed. . 

Ta airnuatal petitiones V., the pe- 
titions (Phil. iv. 6; Luke xxiii. 24): 
the substance of the requests, if not 
necessarily the actual things asked 
for (ra aitnOévra). 

ax avtov| from him. These words 
go perhaps more naturally with ‘have’ 
(c. ii. 20) than with ‘asked.’ Yet see 
Matt. xx. 20 (dm avrod). 

16,17. That boldness of access to 
God, which finds expression in prayer, 
finds its most characteristic expres- 
sion in intercessory prayer.  Fel- 
lowship with God involves fellowship 
with man (i. 3). The energy of 
Christian life is from the first social. 
Hence St John passes naturally from 
the general thought of prayer to that 
of prayer for the brethren. And in 
doing this he fixes attention on the 
failures of Christians. These are the 
sorest trial of faith. 

The prevailing power of intercession 
corresponds with the Christian revela- 
tion of the unity of the Body of Christ. 
When this power is exercised for 
others it is exercised in a true sense 
for ourselves, and not, arbitrarily as 
it were, for those apart from us. Apo- 
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stolic teaching recognises a mysterious. 
dependence of man upon man in the 
spiritual order like that which is now 
being shewn to exist in the physical 
order; and throughout the Epistle 
St John assumes the reality of this 
inner fellowship among those whom 
he addresses, and he bases his argu- 
ments upon it. 

Compare 1 Pet. iv. 8 rip eis éavrods 
dydmnv; id. 10, es éavtovs abrs Sta- 
kovovvtes; Eph. iv. 32; Col. iii, 13 
XapiCopevor Eavrois; Col. iii. 16 vovbe- 
TOUVTES EauTovs. 

16. édv tus idy...] If any one see 
+ The duty, the instinct, is uni- 
versal in the Christian Society. At 
the same time the character of the 
sin towards which the duty is exer- 
cised, is, clear even outwardly. It is 
not a matter simply of suspicion or 
doubt. 

Tay, ddeAdoy avrotd] his brother. 
The end of prayer is the perfection of 
the whole Christian body. The Chris- 
tian prays for himself only as a mem- 
ber in the society. The sight of sin 
in ‘a brother’ —a fellow Christian 
(c. ii. 9 note) —and. it is only with 
Christians that St John is dealing — 
necessarily stirs to intercession. Comp. 
Clem. ad Cor. i. 2 émi rois mapa-~ 
TTauact tov mAnowv emevOeire’ Ta 
vorepypara avrav idia expivere. 

duapr. duapr.] peccare peccatum 
V., sinning a sin. The form of ex- 
pression (duaprdyoyra, inadequately 
rendered in the Latin) emphasises 
the outward present character of the. 
act. There is no exact parallel in 
N. T. to the phrase. Comp. e. ii. 2 5. 
Winer iii. § 32, 2. 

By mpos Oavatov] not unto death. 
Life is fellowship with Christ (v. 12). 
Death is separation from Him, All 
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sin tends to make the fellowship less 
complete. Yet not all equally; nor 
all in a fixed and unalterable de- 
gree. 

The thought is not of the definite 
external characteristics of particular 
acts, as having an absolute value, but 
of acts in relation to the man’s whole 
nature and life. 

The clause ‘not unto death’ goes 
both with the participle and with the 
noun, as is shewn separately after- 
wards, ; : 

For the conception of ‘death’ see 
¢. iii, 14 (the only other place in the 
Epistles where the word occurs), 
John v. 24 (viii. 51 f.; vi. 50; xi. 26; 
viii. 24). The thought is evidently 
not of physical death as James v. 14 ff. 
Compare, in another connexion, 
John xi. 4 adrn 7 doOévera otk %ore 
mpos Odvarov. The subjective nega- 
tive (u1) mpos 6.) naturally follows 
from the supposition (édy tis). It is 
otherwise in v. 17. 

airnoes] petit (-at) V., postulabit 1 
he shall ask. This will be his natural 
and spontaneous action. There is no 
need of a command. 

kai dace] and he shall give. The 
subject has been taken to be (1) the 
intercessor, or (2) God (dabit et vitam 
Dominus Tert. de Pudic. 19; but 
dabitur et, id. 2). In favour of the 
first view the continuity of the con- 
struction (airjoe:, Swoer) and the pa- 
rallel James v. 20 have been urged. 

The second view is that which is at 
first suggested by the language of 
Scripture generally. To ‘ give life’ 
is elsewhere treated as a divine pre- 
rogative: John vi. 33; x. 28; xvii. 2; 
%. 11. But there is nothing unscrip- 
tural in the thought that the believer 
does that which God does through 
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him; James v.20. Still on the whole 
it seems more natural to see here a 
reference to the direct action of God. 

If ‘God’ be the subject of ‘give’ 
then atré may be the ‘ethical’ 
dative, and rots mor. the direct 
object of décer: ‘God shall give life 
to those that sin not unto death for 
him, in answer to his prayers.’ This 
however seems to be artificial. The 
- adré is most naturally the sinning 
brother in any case. 

d. Cay] give life. The sinner is 
not ‘dead, nor yet ‘sinning unto 
death,’ but his life is, as it were, sus- 
pended in part. Comp John x. Io. 

rois duapt.] even to them that... 
The single case (ayapravovra) is now 
generalised. Comp... 13. 

The apposition of a personal plural 
to an abstract ncun is not strictly 
parallel; 1 Cor. i, 

Zorw dp. mpos 6.) est peccatum ad 
mortem V., there is sin unto death. 
‘The translation ‘a sin’ (dyapria tus), 
is too definite. The thought is not 
of specific acts as such, but of acts 
which have a certain character: 
‘There is that which, must be de- 
scribed as sin unto. death; there is 
that which wholly separates from 
Christ’ The phrase, it must be re- 
membered, comes in a passage which 
deals with the prayer of Christians 
for Christians and not for heathen. 
See Additional Note. 

od mept éxeiyns A€yo Wwa...] non pro 
illo dico ut roget quis V., not con- 
cerning that do I say that... The 
sin unto death is isolated and re- 
garded in its terrible distinctness 
(éxeivn). The words epi ékeivys 
may be connected either with A¢yo or 
with éperjon. Perhaps it is best to 
connect them with ¢pwrjcy. Comp. 
John xvi. 26; xvii. 9, 20. 

The construction A¢yo iva is not 
common: Acts xiv. 4. Comp. ciety 


iva Matt. iv. 3, &c.; éppy4n va Apoc. 
vi. 11, &e. 

eparnaon | make request. The change 
of the verb from aireiy (V. petere), 
(aireiaOa), to eporav (V. rogare), 
cannot but be significant. ’Epwray 
is the word which is used of Christ’s 
prayer to the Father (John xiv. 16; 
xvi. 26; xvii. 9, 15, 20; comp. 1 Thess. 
iv. 1; 2 John 5). It seems to mark 
the request which is based upon 
fellowship, upon a likeness of posi- 
tion. Here then it would naturally 
express the prayer of brother for 
brother as such, to the common 
Father. Such a prayer is not en- 
joined by the apostle. At the same 
time he does not forbid it. It does 
not lie within his scope}. 

17. maca ddicia...] omnis iniqui- 
tas... V., all unrighteousness... The 
words are added to shew the wide 
scope which is given for the exercise 
of Christian sympathy and interces- 
sion. Apart from such sins as are 
open manifestations of a character 
alien from God, there are other sins 
which flow from human imperfection 
and infirmity, and in regard to these 
Christian intercession has its work. 
All unrighteousness (c. i. 9), all failure 
to fulfil our duty one to another, is 
sin; and in this ample field there is 
abundant opportunity for the exercise 
of prayer. There is a sin not unto 
death, of which the consequences may 
be removed by the brother’s peti- 
tion. 

The statement that ‘all unrighte- 
ousness is sin’ must be compared 


1 It is interesting to notice that épwrgy 
is used in this sense of Christian prayer 
for Christians in a very early inscription 
in the Roman Catacombs: ZHCHC €N 
K® Kal EPWTA YTTEP HMWN (North- 
cote and Brownlow, Roma Sotterranea, 
i, 159. 
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with the comprehensive definition of 
sin in ¢. iii. 4 lawlessness is sin, and 
conversely sin is lawlessness. Sin is 
the most general term and is used in 
regard to the will of God for man. 
By whatever art, internal or external, 
man falls short of this will, as it is 
spiritually apprehended, he ‘sins’ The 
will of God may be conceived of ag 
embodied in ‘law,’ in respect of the 
whole constitution of things, or in 
‘right,’ in respect of the claims made 
by others. So it is that. all violation 
of law and all violation of right is sin 
looked at in a special aspect. Un- 
righteousness is one manifestation of 
sin. Comp. Rom. vi. 13 dada dduxias 
TH duaprtia. 


3. The certainty of spiritual know- 
ledge (18—~20). 


The thought of sin, of sin among’ 
‘the brethren, of sin unto death, forces 

the Apostle to recal once more the 
assurance of faith. In spite of the 
sad lessons of daily experience he re- 
affirms the truths which the Christian 
knows: the privileges of the divine 
birth (18); the fact of the divine 
kinsmanship (19); the advance in 
divine understanding issuing from 
divine fellowship (20), 

The threefold repetition of oiaper, 
we know (18, 19, 20), gives arhythmic 
form to the paragraph. 

18. The power of intercession to 
overcome the consequences of gin 
might seem to encourage a certain 
indifference to sin. Therefore St John 
re-affirms the elements of Christian 
knowledge. From this point of sight 
the first truth of which the Christian 
is assured is that, in spite of the ab- 
normal presence of sin even among 
the brethren, the child of God ‘sin. 


neth not. He has a watchful Pro- 
tector stronger than his adversary. 

18. otdaper] scimus V., we know. 
St John uses this appeal to abso- 
lute knowledge in two forms: ‘we 
know,’ and ‘ye know.” The former 
occurs : 

lii. 2 ofSapev drt edy havepobh 6 poor 
avT@ éoopueba, Ste oyropeba 
Kabes éoruv. 

iil, 14 jpeis otSapev dru peraSeBr- 
kapev €x Tod Oavarov eis tiv Conv, bre 
dyarapev rors ddedgors. 

V. 18 otGapev drt mas 6 -yeyerynpévos 
€k Tod Oeod ody duapraver. 

V. 19 oidapev dre ek 70d beod eopér. 

V. 20 otdapey drt 6 vids Tod Oeod 
nkew kat OéO@xev nuiv Sidvovay tva yue- — 
oKopLev TOY aAnOuvov. ; 

In contrast with these appeals to 
fundamental knowledge, St John else- 
where appeals to the knowledge 
brought by actual experience (ywve- 
okopev) : v. 2 note. 

St Paul uses the same form (oiSa- 
pev) not unfrequently : 1 Cor. viii, ie 
4; 2 Cor. v. 1; Rom. ii. 2; iii, 19; 
Vii. 14.3 Vili. 22, 28; 1 Tim. i, 8. 

Oidare is found : 

ii. 20 otSare mavres...riv ddifOevay. 

iii. 5 otSare drt éxeivos epavepwbn iva 
Tas duaptias app. 

iii. 15 otSate dre was dvOp@moxrévos 
ovk exer Cony aidvov ev avT@ pévov- 
cay. 

mas 6 yeyevv. é« rod 6.) omnis 
gui natus est ex Deo VY. Comp. c. 
ili. 9. 

ovx dyapraver] Comp. iii, 9 note 
(auapriav o¥ mote?). While St John 
states this without reserve he yet 
recognises ‘the brother’—brother as 
son of the one Father— sinning a sin 
not unto death’ (v. 16). The paradox 
remains unsolved. 


Lae 
auTov 


V. 19] 
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O TOVHPOS OVX amTETAL avTOU, 


19 10 14 2 co) 
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18 6 yevynbels: generatio vg. 


GAN 6 yevvnbeis...7. avd.] sed genera- 
tio (nativitas F.) Dei conservat eum 
V., but He that was Begotten of God 
keepeth him. He does not depend 
on his own strength or vigilance. He 
has an active Enemy (6 zovnpés), but 
he has also a watchful Guardian. 

The phrase 6 yevynOels ék Tod bed 
is unique. Standing as it does in close 
juxtaposition with 6 yeyewynuévos ex 
tov Ocov it is impossible to regard it 
as identical in reference, and the men- 
tion of the great adversary naturally 
suggests the thought of the Son of 
God. The peculiar expression is pro- 
bably used to emphasise the con- 
nexion of the Son with those whom 
He ‘is not ashamed to call brethren’ 
(Hebr. ii. 11 e& évds mavres); while 
the difference of yevyndeis from ye- 
yevynwevos suggests that difference in 
the sonship of the Son from the son- 
ship of men which is marked in Johny. 
26 76 vid Caxey Cony exe ev Eavt@. 

The remarkable Latin reading ap- 
pears to represent the Greek 7 yév- 
vnos Tov Oeod (Matt. i. 18). 

tnpet| The verb is used of persons 
Matt. xxvii. 36, 54; (xxviii. 4); John 
xvii. 11, 15 (note); Apoc. iii. 10; 
Jude 21 (éavrovs typyoare). It ex- 
presses a watchful regard from with- 
out rather than safe custody. 

6 mrovnpos | malignus V. See c. ii. 
13 note. 

anretra| tangit V. The verb occurs 
elsewhere in St John only in John xx. 
17. It describes ‘a laying hold on,’ 
more than a mere superficial touch 
(@ryyavew). Even when it is used of 
simple physical contact, a deeper 
connexion is indicated, as when the 
Lord ‘touched’ the sick. See Col. ii. 


21 py arn pndé yeton pndé Olyns. 


avrév A*B vg: éauréy SNA**, 


Compare Ps. cv. 15 py adWnobe 
TOY xpioray pov. The ground of 
safety is revealed in John xiv. 30 év 
euot ovK exer ovdév. As yet the prin- 
ciple of evil is without. 

I9. From the general statement 
of the privilege of Sons of God St 
John goes on to the affirmation of 
the personal relation in which he and 
those whom he addresses stand to 
Him (éx rot Oeov écpér). 

The structure of the verse is expres- 
sive. The absence of the personal pro- 
noun (contrast iv. 6) in the first clause 
throws all the emphasis upon the 
divine source of life: ‘We know that 
it is from God we draw our being.” In 
the second clause the emphasis is 
changed. Over against the Christian 
Society, only faintly indicated in the 
preceding words, stands ‘the whole 
world, and on this attention is fixed. 
The relation of the Church to God 
is widely different from that of the 
world to the Evil One. 

This difference is brought out in 
the two corresponding phrases éx tod 
Oeod eivar and év r@ movnp@ xeicOa. 
The first describes the absolute source 
of being: the second the actual (but 
not essential) position. 

ex tou 6. é.] See Additional Note 
on iii. 1. 

kai 6 x. 6.]| This clause like the 
corresponding clauses in wv. 18 (dAXa 
6 yevv.), 20 (kai éopev), is an inde- 
pendent statement and not dependent 
on én. The Christian is able to look 
upon the saddest facts of life without 
being overwhelmed by them. 

The order 6 kocpos ddos suggests a 
slightly different conception from éAos 
6 koopos (c. ii. 2): ‘the world, the 
organization of society as alien from 
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20 oldauev 6€é NB me: ral ol6ayev A vg syrr the. eee: +et carnem induit 
nostri causa et passus est et resurrexit a mortuis; adsumpsit nos et dedit....(Latt.). 


dédwxev: €dwxev A, 
+ 6e6v A vg me (Latt.). 


and opposed to God, is wholly, in all 
its parts and elements, placed in the 
domain of...’ The two thoughts of the 
world, and of the entirety of it, are 
given separately. The same form 
occurs Matt. xvi..26 and parallels ; 
and the same order in Matt. xxvi. 59; 
Le. xi. 36; John iv. 53; Acts xxix. 
30; I Cor. xiv. 23; Apoe. iii. 10; 
xii. 19; xvi. 14; vi. 12. There is a 
similar difference of colour given by 
the corresponding position of as: 
John v. 22; xvi. 13; Matt. x. 30; xiii. 
56; xxvi. 56; Acts xvi. 33; Rom. xii. 
AvEXVIa Ose) COP Vil d7cexe Ty Xveny 
xvi. 20, &e. 

€v TS Tov. k.] tn maligno positus 
est V., lieth in the evil one, is placed 
in the sphere of his influence. There 
is no question here of the Evil One 
‘laying hold on’ (amrea@ac) the world, 
as from without (v. 8): it has been 
placed ‘in him.’ The phrase answers 
to the eiva: ev 76 adnOws which fol- 
lows, and to the characteristic Pauline 
év xpiorG. Comp. ©. iii. 24, iv. 15 
note. The connexion shews beyond 
question that +} wovnp@ is masculine, 
and the converse of keioOai év r. 7. is 
given in John xvii. 15 iva rnpnons éx 
TOU Tovnpov. 

A close parallel to the expression is 
found in Soph. Gd. Col. 247 év ipiv 
ws Oe keivea trAGpoves. Comp. Aid. 
R. 314; Alc. 279. 

20. The third affirmation of know- 
ledge is introduced by the adversative 
particle (018. dé). There is, this seems 
to be the line of thought, a startling 
antithesis in life of good and evil. 
We have been made to feel it in all 
its intensity. But at the same time 
we can face it in faith. That which 


ywwokopev NAB* : ywaokwwev 5. 
éopuév: sinus vg. 


Tov Gd.: TO GA. N* the: 
év 7@ dy. om. me: in vita the. 


is as yet dark will be made light. 
There is given to us the power of 
ever-advancing knowledge and of pre- 
sent divine fellowship. We can wait 
even as God waits. The particle dé 
is comparatively unfrequent in St 
John’s writings: ¢. i. 7; ii. 2, 5, II, 
17; iii. 13, 17; iv. 18; 3 John 14. 

nket, kat dédaxev] hath come and 
hath given. Faith rests on the per- 
manence of the fact and not upon 
the historic fact only. Comp. John 
viii. 42 note. 

déOaxev] ¢. iii, 1, iv. 13. Contrast 
lii, 23,243 V. 11 (€Saxev). 

Sidvorav] sensum V., understand- 
ing. This is the only place in which 
the term occurs in St John’s writings ; 
and, generally nouns which express 
intellectual powers are rare in them. 
Thus St John never uses yrvéous, nor 
is vovs found in his Gospel or Epistles. 
Atavo.a, as compared with vois, repre- 
sents the process of rational thought. 
Comp. Eph. iv. 18 éy paraornre rod 
voos avtaév, éeoxot@pevo. tH Svavoia 
ovres (the first principles of the Gen- 
tiles were unsubstantial, and they had 
lost the power of right reasoning). 
Exclusive of quotations from the Lxx, 
didvora is found: 1 Pet. i. 13 dvatwod- 
pevoe Tas oodvas tijs Siavoias; 2 Pet. 
iii, 1, Sveyeipa thy eidixpwA Sidvoray; 
and, in a more concrete sense, Le. i. 
51, diavoia kapdias; Col. i. 21 éyOpods 
7H Svavoia ; Eph. ii. 3 ra OeArjpara rijs 
capkos. kal Tov Stavoay. 

That with which ‘the Son of God’ 
Incarnate has endowed believers is 
a power of understanding, of inter- 
preting, of following out to their right 
issues, the complex facts of life; and 


the end of the gift is that they may 
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I, X.: om. A vg. 


know, not by one decisive act (wa 
yeow) but by a continuous and pro- 
gressive apprehension (iva ywodckoor), 
‘Him that is true” Thus the object 
of knowledge is not abstract but per- 
sonal: not the Truth, but Him of 
Whom all that is true is a partial 
revelation. 

‘It is evident that the fact of the 
Incarnation (vids rod 6. 7Fxes) vitally 
welcomed carries with it the power 
of believing in and seeing little by 
little the divine purpose of life under 
the perplexing riddles of phenomena. 

The language in which Ignatius de- 
scribes this gift is remarkable: ca ri 
ov mavtes hpovipor yuwdpeba AaBdvres 
Geod yvaow, 6 €otw “Incovs Xpiords ; 
TL p@pAs arodANpeOa ayvoodvres TO xa- 
piopa d mérouev ddnOds 6 Kipros; 
(ad Eph. xvii.). 

wa ywookouev| This clause finds a 
remarkable commentary in John xvii. 
3. Hternal life is the never-ending 
effort after this knowledge of God. 

It seems likely that ywockoper is 
to be regarded as a corrupt pronun- 
ciation of ywwdcKxoper. It is remark- 
able that in John xvii. 3 many authori- 
ties read ywvdcKovow for -waw. Comp. 
Winer, iii. § 41. 1. 

Tov ddnOwov] verum Deum V., 
quod est verum F¥, (i.e. ro ad.), Him 
that is true, Who in contrast with 
all imaginary and imperfect objects 
of worship completely satisfies the 
idea of Godhead in the mind of man, 
even the Father revealed in and by 
the Son (John i. 18, xiv. 9). Christ 
is also called 6 adnOwos, Apoc. iii. 7; 
compare also Apoc. iii. 14 (vi. 10). For 
dAnOwés see John i. 9, iv. 23, xv. 1 
notes. 

kal eopev... 1. Xp.| et simus (as de- 
pending on wt) in vero filio eius V. 
St John adds a comment on what he 
has just said. Christians are not only 


enabled to gain a knowledge of God: 
they are already in fellowship with 
Him, ‘in Him? We are in Him 
that ts true, even in His Son, Jesus 
Christ. The latter clause defines and 
confirms the reality of the divine 
fellowship. So far as Christians are 
united with Christ, they are united 
with God. His assumption of humanity 
(Jesus Christ) explains how the union 
is possible. 

obros é€otw...] As far as the gram- 
matical construction of the sentence 
is concerned the pronoun (otros) may 
refer either to ‘Him that is true’ or 
to ‘Jesus Christ’ The most natural 
reference however is to the subject 
not locally nearest but dominant in the 
mind of the apostle (comp. e. ii. 22; 
2John7; Acts iv. 11; vii. 19). Thisis 
obviously ‘He that is true’ further 
described by the addition of ‘His 
Son.’ Thus the pronoun gathers up 
the revelation indicated in the words 
which precede (comp. John i. 2 note) : 
This Being—this One who is true, 
who is revealed through and in His 
Son, with whom we are united by 
His Son—is the true God and life 
eternal. In other words the reve- 
lation of God as Father in Christ 
(comp. ii. 22 f.) satisfies, and can alone 
satisfy, the need of man. To know 
God as Father is eternal life (John 
xvii. 3); and so Christ has revealed 
Him (c. i. 2). 

6 adnO. 6.] Comp. Is. Ixv. 16 (uxx). 
Compare the famous words of Igna- 
tius: eis Oeds ears 0 havepdoas éavTov 
dua *Inood Xpioctod Tov viod avrod, ds 
éotw avrod Aoyos didios, aro ovyns 
mpoedOar, Os KaTad TavTa evnpéoTHoEDY 
TO meurpavre avrdv (ad Magn. viii.). 

obvros...Con aidv.| The phrase is not 
exactly parallel with those which de- 
scribe (as far as we can apprehend it) 
the essential nature of God (John iy, 
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24, ¢. i. 5, iv. 8). It expresses His 
relation to men, and so far is parallel 
with Hebr. xii. 29 (Deut. iv. 24). 

On ‘Eternal life’ see Additional 
Note. 


4. A final Warning (21). 

From the thought of ‘Him that is 
true’ St John turns almost of necessity 
to the thought of the vain shadows 
which usurp His place. In them the 
world asserted its power. They forced 
themselves into notice on every side 
in innumerable shapes, and tempted 
believers to fall away from the perfect 
simplicity of faith. One sharp warning 
therefore closes the Epistle of which 
the main scope has been to deepen 
the fellowship of man with God and 
through God with man. 

21. texvia] Once again the anxiety 
of the Apostle calls up the title of 
affection which has not been used 
since iv. 4. See ii. 1 note. 

gvddEare éavra] custodite vos V., 
guard yourselves. The exact phrase 
is not found again in the N.T. Com- 
pare rnpeiv €avrov Jude 21; and with 
an adj. James i. 27; 2 Cor. xi. 9; 1 
Tim. v. 22. This ‘guarding’ of the 
Christian answers to the ‘keeping’ of 
Christ (v. 8). The use of the active 
with the reflexive pronoun as dis- 
tinguished from the middle Le. xii. 15 
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dvAdcoecbe dro m. mAcovegias) em- 
phasises the duty of personal effect. 
The use of the neuter (éavra) in direct 
agreement with rexvia seems to be 
unique. For the use of éavra with 
the second person seec.i.8n. The 
aorist imp. (bvdraéare) is remarkable: 
compare 1 Pet. ii. 17 for its exact 
force. Elsewhere in the Epistle (ex- 
cept iii. 1) St John always uses the 
present. 

amo tov «id.| @ simulacris V. The 
word -ciSwAov is comparatively in- 
frequent in the N. T., and elsewhere 
it is always used literally (e.g. 1 Thess. 
i,9). But ‘idolatry’ (Col. iii. 5) and 
‘idolater’ (Eph. v. 5) have a wider 
sense in St Paul; and the context 
here seems to require a corresponding 
extension of the meaning of the term. 
An ‘idol’ is anything which occupies 
the place due to God. The use of the 
definite article calls up all the familiar 
objects which fall under the title. 
The command to Christians is not 
generally to keep themselves from 
such things as idols (dmo ei.) but 
from the well-known objects of a false 
devotion. Compare 2 Cor. vi. 16 pera 
eidddov with Rom. ii. 22 6 Bdeducc. 
Ta elOoda. 

This comprehensive warning is pro- 
bably the latest voice of Scripture. 
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Additional Note on v. I. 


The history of the title ‘Messiah, ‘Christ’ (MWDT, 6 xptords, ‘the The use 
Anointed One’) is very remarkable. It is not a characteristic title of the of the 
promised Saviour in the O.T. It is not even specifically applied to Him, rides More 
unless perhaps in Dan. ix. 25 f., a passage of which the interpretation is the Apo- 
very doubtful. And still in the apostolic age it was generally current stolic age 
among the Jews in Judea, Galilee, Samaria, and in the Dispersion ; and not from 
it was applied by them to the object of their religious and national hope oe 
(Matt. ii. 4, xvi. 16, xxii. 42 ; John i. 20, 41, iv. 25, xii. 34; Acts ix. 22, ment, 
xvii. 3, xviii. 28, xxvi. 23). The Hebrew word had been clothed in a 
Greek dress, and was current side by side with the Greek equivalent 
(Meootas John i. 42, iv. 25). 

The word MW, ‘anointed, occurs several times in the Book of The use 
Leviticus in the phrase M'WDT }73T; Lev. iv. 3 (6 dpytepeds 6 Keypiopevos), nee 
vy. 16; vi. 15 (6 dpx. 6 xptordés). Comp. 2 Mace. i. 10 (a6 tod tdv xproray (i) the 


iepéwy yévous). Law, 
In the Historical Books the word is used of the representative kings of (ii) the 
the theocratic nation : Of Saul: Fueencn 
1 Sam. xii. 3, 5 WWD, 6 xpuords avroo. Nal 


1 Sam. xxiv. 6, 11; xxvi 16; 2 Sam. i, 14,16 TIT OW), LXX. 6 
xpioros Kupiov. } 
1 Sam. xxvi. 9, 11, 23 TINY MWD, LXX. xprords xupiov. 
Comp. 2 Sam. i. 21 [OVE MV 2B, LXX. ovk explo ev edraie. 
Of David: tans 
1 Sam. xvi. 6 IW1D, LXX. 6 xploros avrov. 
2 Sam. xix. 22 MM) Mw, LXX. 6 xpurrds kvpiov. 
2 Sam. xxiii. I apy TON myn, LXX. xpuords Oeod "lax B. 
2 Sam. xxii. 51. 
Ps. xviii. 50. 
Of Solomon: ; 
2 Chron. vi. 42 WPWD, LXX. 6 xpuords cov. 
Of Jehu: haste, j 
2 Chron. xxii. 7 LXX. mpos Inod...xproroy Kupiov, MAY NWI AWS. 
Compare the wider usein: 
1 Sam. ii. 10 VWI PPP OD... LXX. dpdoer xépas xpurrob avrov. 
ae lS wD BD, LXX. éevamiov xprorady (xpeorov) pov. 
1 Chron. xvi. 22. 
Ps. cv. 15. 
In the Prophets the word is used of Cyrus ; (iii) the 
Is. xlv. 1 wrod inwin? mins As) nd, LXX. otras Aéyet k’pios 6 Prophets, 
Oeds rd xptoTS pov Kupg. 
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In the second passage where it occurs it is doubtful whether it is used 
in a personal or national sense : 
Hab. iii. 13 qPwN-NS eAd LXX. rot cdca rovs ypiorovs cov. 
It occurs twice in a difficult passage of the Book of Daniel : 
Dan. ix. 25 TA) Mw, Theod. xpuords Hyodpevos. 
» 260» Aas? os Theod. eorcOpevoerar xpiopa. 
Compare also: 
Amos iv. 13 LXX. drayyé\\oyr roy xpiorév adrod, 
Hebr. inw7nid...13, 
(y).the In the Psalms the Divine King who is the type of ‘the Christ’ is spoken 
Hagio- of as ‘the anointed of the Lord’; and there can be no doubt that it was 
grapha. from the Psalms, and especially from Ps, ii, that the word passed into 
common use in the special technical sense. 
Ps, ii. 2 Imwp 2Y) nny by LXX. xara rod kuplov kal Kata Tow 
XptaTov avrov. 
Ps, xviii. 50 a1 inwigd, LXX. TO xpiore avrod rh Aaveid. 
Ps, xx. 6 InwrD, LXX. (fowcev kdpwos) rov Xplorov avrov. 
Ps, xxviii, 8 NIN IN Naw ivy, 
plov tov xpiorod adrov éariv. 
So Ps, Ixxxix, 38, 51, cxxxii, 10, 17. 
Compare Ps. lxxxiy. 10 Pw, DON, LXX. 6 6eds...rdv xptordv cov. 
It occurs in the plural : ’ 
Ps. ev. 15, 1 Chron. xvi. 22 WD, LXX. of xpucroé pov. 
The full phrase is found : 
Lam. iv. 20 7)n} MWD, LXX. ypuords kvpros. 
Compare Luke ii. 11. 
It will be observed that in all these passages, with the exception of 
those in Leviticus, 2 Sam. i. 21, Dan. ix, 2 5f., the Anointed One is always 
spoken of as the Anointed of the Lord or of God. 


The use of The title ypsords occurs in connexion with kvpios Ecclus. xlvi. 19 
the term éeyapriparo évavru kupiov kal xpicrod. 


LXX. timepaomoris rév corn- 


in later : ; 

eee It occurs several times also in the Psalms of Solomon : 

Peatnas of xvii. 36 (there shall be no unrighteousness, because) mdvres aytoe 
‘Solomon. kal Baoieds aitév xproros Kuptos. 


xviii. 8 (happy are they who are) vmd paBdov raidelas Xpltorov Kv- 
plov €v PoB@ Oeod avrod év codia mvevparos Kat Stxacoovvns Kat 
toxvos, 

XViil. 6 ... els judpay ekdoyhs ev dvaées xptorod avrod (rod Ge0d). 

Henoch., It is found in the Book of Henoch : 

c. 48, 10...they have denied the Lord of Spirits and His Anointed. 

c. 52, 4 All these things which thou hast seen minister to the rule 
of His Anointed that he may be strong and mighty upon the earth. 

Targums. And it occurs twice in the Targum of Onkelos on the Pentateuch : 


Gen. xlix. 10 NMI399 8 MOTT NVI AMT WY, until Messiah 
come, whose is the kingdom. 
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Num, xxiv, 17 Oso) NM NIN 3py'D Nod DI ID, when 
a king shall arise from Jacob, and a Christ from Israel shall 
rule, 
and commonly in the Targum of Jonathan. Comp. Buxtorf Lez. s. v. 


It may be added that it is found also in 4 Esdras vii. 28 f. my Son 
Christ (comp. xii. 32). 
And in the Apocalypse of Baruch : cc. xxiv, xxx, xxxix, xl, Ixx, Ixxii. 


From this general view of the use of the word it appears that the The use of 
limited application of the title to the Divine King and Saviour of Israel the term 
is, with the possible exception of the passage of Daniel, post-Biblical. And ee ee 
it is likely that the combination of the ideas of a coming of the Lord to a result of 
judgment and of the establishment of a Divine Kingdom in Daniel served the study 
to concentrate attention on the scriptural language in regard to ‘the of Old 
Anointed of the Lord’ (Luke ii. 26) which was seen to transcend any past Le : 
application. Thus it could not but be felt that every one anointed to a ¢ 
special function in the divine economy pointed to One greater in whom all 
that he foreshadowed should find a final accomplishment. The offices of 
king and priest and prophet were concentrated upon ‘the Christ’; and 
now one office and now the other became predominant according to the 
tempers of men. 

With regard to the usage of St John it may be observed that 6 xptoros Use of the 
is without question uniformly an appellative (‘the Christ,’ ‘the Anointed’) ae, by. 
in the Gospel: i. 20, 25, iv. 29, vii. 26f, 31, 41 f, x. 24, tb AGL, SOL, Bil, SOX weORn 
31 (compare also the use of xpuords: i. 41, iv. 25, ix. 22). So itis also in 
the first epistle: ii. 22, v. 1. This large collection of examples seems to 
decide that the same sense must be adopted in 2 John 9; Apoc. xx. 4, 6, 
where otherwise the title might have seemed to be a proper name. 


Additional Note on v. 6. 


The Epistles of St John are permeated with the thoughts of the Person References 
and work of Christ but direct references to the facts of the Gospel are to the facts 
singularly rare in them. In the third Epistle there is nothing in the lan- G best in 
guage which is distinctively Christian except the pregnant reference to ‘the the 
Name’ (v. 7). The Baptism is not spoken of plainly; nor yet any one of the Epistles 
crucial events of the Life of the Lord which were included in the earliest of St John, 
Confessions of faith, the Birth of the Virgin Mary, the Crucifixion, the 
Resurrection, the Ascension, the Session at the right hand of the Father, 
the Coming to Judgment. 

But though these facts are not expressly mentioned they are all implied, 
and interpreted. Without them the arguments and language of St John 
are unintelligible. 


(1) The Birth of the Virgin Mary: iv. 2 Jesus Christ came in flesh. 
(2) The Baptism: v. 6 This is He that came by water, 


19 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST JOHN. 


(3) The Passion: iii, 16 He laid down His life for us—y. 6 This is 
He that came...by blood. 


(4) The Resurrection, Ascension and Session at the right hand of 
the Father: ii. 1 we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ. 
Comp. 2 John 7...confess that Jesus Christ cometh in flesh ; 1 John i. Bs 


(5) The coming to Judgment: ii. 28 that we may have boldness and 
not be ashamed before Him at His presence ; iii, 2 If He should be mant- 
JSested we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 2 John Gf 


In addition to these allusions to articles of the Baptismal Creed the 
first Epistle assumes a general knowledge of the Life and Teaching of 
Christ: ii. 6 He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also to walk 
even as He walked ; iii. 1 The world knoweth us not because tt knew Him 
not ; ii. 25 the promise which He promised ; iii. 23 as He gave us com- 
mandment. Compare also i. 1 note. 

The revelation of the purpose and issue of Christ’s work is made with 
singular fulness: 


iii. 5 He was manifested to take away sins. : 

— 8 The Son of God was manifested that He might destroy the works 
of the devil. 

iv. 9 [God] hath sent His Son, His only Son, that we may live through 
Him. 

— 10 [God] sent His Son, as a propitiation for our sins. Comp. ii. 2, 

— 14 The Father hath sent the Son as Saviour of the world. 

v. 20 The Son of God is come and hath given us an understanding that 
we may know Him that is true. 

Comp. i. 7; v. 18. 


Additional Note on v. 6f. 


The variations of the three chief Greek ss in the passage oUTOS...ap- 
tupovvres deserve to be studied in detail. Happily in this case the com- 
mon text follows in the main that of B. 


B. N. A. 
iz e > AY ne A 
ovros €oTw 0 ebay ovTos €aTLV 6 EAOOY ovTos €oTiv 6 éAOav 
rd ed “ o re. pa \ o@ 
Oe vdaros Kal aiparos Ova Udaros Kal aiparos d:’ Udaros kal aiparos 
kal mvevpatos kal mvevparos 
> a Whe > a [we > 5 M26 
Incovs Xptoros Inoovs Xpioros Inoovs Xpioros 
cal , ? > a 9 , > ad 
ouK ev T@ VOaTL Lov@ OUK €v TH VOaTL Lovor ovk ev TH VOaTe pdvoy 
EN ue ere) . rN’ 2 tA Y IN), Nuwd koe er 
GAN ev r@ VOart add’ ev To Bart adda ev TO VSare 
lol \ ~ a ray 
kal €v TO alware kat TO aipare kai €v TO TrEevpare 
col \ A a ral 
kal TO mvedpa... kal TO mvedpa... kal TO mvedpua.., 
tal \ 4 ¢ Lal y pees F 4 tal 
Ore Tpeis eioly OTL ot Tpeis Eloy Ore Tpets elow 
col c a“ ~ 
oi paprupodrtes... oi papTupodrtes... of waprupoirtes... 


For 10 wvedpua the Latin Vulgate gives Christus. 
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Additional Note on v. 7, 8. 


The words which are interpolated in the common Greek text in this The inter- 
passage (€v r6 ovpavd 6 marnp 6 doyos kai Td Gytov mvedpa" Kal obror of Tpeis POlated 
&v ciot. kal rpeis elow of paprupodyres év rh yf) offer an instructive illustra- pies: 
tion of the formation and introduction of a gloss into the apostolic text 
without any signs of bad faith. Happily the gloss was confined within 
narrow limits till the age of printing. If it had been known in the Hast in 
the sixth or seventh century, it is not rash to suppose that it would have 
found wide acceptance just as it did in the printed editions of the Greek 
text, and the evidence would have been complicated though essentially 
unchanged. In this respect the history of the Vulgate reading is of singu- 
lar importance. The mass of later Latin copies which contain the inter- 
polation obviously add nothing to the evidence in favour of the authenti- 
city of the words, and do not even tend to shew that they formed part of 
Jerome’s text. 

The state of the external evidence can be summed up very briefly. 


Summary 


5 f ext 1 
(1) In any independent Greek ms (more than 180 mss and 50 ee 


lectionaries are quoted). Both the late mss which contain it have un- 
questionably been modified by the Latin Vulgate. 

(2) In any independent Greek writer. The very few Greek writers 
who make use of the words derived their knowledge of them from the 
Latin (not in Ir Ol.Al Orig Did Athan Bas Greg.Naz Cyr.Al). 

(3) ‘In any Latin Father earlier than Vigilius Tapsensis (not in Tert 
Cypr Hil Ambr Hier Aug Leo 1”). 

(4) In any ancient version except the Latin; and it was not found 
(a) in the Old Latin in its early form (Tert Cypr Aug), or (6) in the Vul- 
gate as issued by Jerome (Codd. am fuld) or (c) as revised by Alcuin (Cod. 
vablicell*)3, 

On the other hand the gloss is found from the sixth century in Latin 
Fathers; and it is found also in two copies which give an old Latin text, in 
some early copies of the Vulgate and in the great mass of the later copies 
and in the Clementine text. 


The words are not found 


1 The Codex Ravianus which was 2 Compare Griesbach I. c. 13'ff. 


formerly quoted as a ms authority 
has been shewn to be a copy made 
from printed texts, chiefly from the 
Complutensian, which it follows in 
this passage. Comp. Griesbach, N.T. 
1, App. 4f. The clause is also written 
on the margin of a Naples ms 173 
‘manu recenti, unius ut mihi vide- 
tur ex bibliothecariis, sec. fine 17’ 
(Tischdf.). 


W. 


3 The words are found in the Theo- 
dulfian Recension (Paris Bibl. Nat. 
Lat. 9380) in the following form: quia 
tres sunt qui testimonium dant in 
terra spiritus aqua et sanguis et tres 
unum sunt; et tres sunt qui testimo- 
nium dicunt in celo pater et filius, et 
spiritus sanctus et hi tres unum sunt 
(Prof. Wordsworth). 
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It becomes of interest therefore to observe how the words originally 
found a place in the Latin texts, and were carried from that source into 
the Greek text, and into theprinted editions of other versions. 


The origin The words are not, as has been already stated, found in any early Latin 


of the Father ; but a passage of Cyprian, which shews that he was not acquainted 
aan with them, shews at the same time how natural it was to form a distinct 


gloss on v. 7 according to their tenor: Dicit dominus: Eyo et Pater 
unum sumus; et iterum de Patre et Filio et Spiritu Sancto scriptum est; 
et tres unum sunt (de Eccles. unit. c.6; comp. auct. de rebapt. cc. 15, 19). 
The force of this application of ‘the spirit and the water and the blood’ 
with the false reading ‘unum sunt’ for ‘in unum sunt’ (eis Td & ciow) is 
made clear by a later reference to it in Facundus:...De Patre et Filio et 
Spiritu Sancto sic dicit: Tres sunt qui testimontum dant in terra, 
spiritus, aqua et sanguis, et hi tres unum sunt; in spiritu significans 
Patrem, sicut Dominus mulieri Samaritanee...loquitur...in aqua vero Spiri- 
tum Sanctum significans sicut in eodem Evangelio exponit (John vii. 37)... 
in sanguine vero Filium...Quod...Johannis apostoli testimonium beatus 
Cyprianus...in epistola sive libro quem de Unitate scripsit de Patre 
Filio et Spiritu Sancto dictum intelligit (Pro def. tr. Cap. i. 3). The same 
mystical interpretation is found in Augustine (c. azim. ii. 22), and Euche- 
rius (Instruc. i. ad loc. Migne, Patr. Lat. 1. 810); and Augustine supplies 
the word ‘Verbum,’ which is required to complete the gloss: Deus itaque 
summus et verus cum Verbo suo et Spiritu Sancto, quee tria unum sunt, 
Deus unus et omnipotens (de Civ. v. 11). : 
The gloss The gloss which had thus become an established interpretation of St 
oun ™ John’s words is first quoted as part of the Epistle in a group of writings 

"connected with the name of Vigilius of Thapsus (c. 490). It was not un- 
natural that in the stress of the Arian persecution words which were held 
to give the plain meaning of St John’s words as they were read should find 
their way from the margin into the text. But still the form is fluent: 
[Johannes Evangelista] ad Parthos: Tres sunt, inquit, gui testimonium 
perhibent in terra, aqua sanguis et caro, et tres in nobis sunt; et tres 
sunt qui testimonium perhibent in cwlo, Pater Verbum et Spiritus... 
et hi (it) tres unum sunt (c.Varim.5). And again:...dicente Joanne Eyange- 
lista in epistola sua: Tres sunt qui testimonium dicunt in coelo, Pater et 
Verbum et Spiritus; et in Christo Jesu unum sunt, non tamen unus est, 
quia non est in his una persona (de Trin. i. p. 206; Migne, Patr. Lat. lxii. 
243). 

From this time the words seem to have maintained partially their 
position in the text. They are quoted by Fulgentius (c. 550) as St John’s 
in the form: Tres sunt qui testimonium perhibent in celo, Pater, Ver- 
bum et Spiritus; et tres unum sunt (Resp. c. Arian. p. 68, Migne, Patr. 
Lat. \xv. 224); though the same writer in another place (c. Fabian. fragm.) 
speaks of the application of the clause e¢ tres unum sunt to ‘the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit’ as established by argument, a process wholly 
unnecessary if the gloss had been admitted as part of the text. 

On the other hand the language of Cassiodorus (c. 550) seems to me to 
shew that he did not find the gloss in his text of St John, though he 
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accepted it as a true interpretation of the apostle’s words. Cui rei [quia 
Jesus est Christus], he writes, testificantur in terra tria mysteria, aqua 
sanguis et spiritus, que in passione Domini leguntur impleta; in czelo 
autem Pater et Filius et Spiritus Sanctus; et hi tres unus est Deus (Com- 
plea. in Epp. ad loc. Migne, Patr, Lat. \xx. pp. 1372 f.)}. 


Not long afterwards the addition was expressly defended in ‘a Prologue Expressly 
to the seven canonical Epistles’ issued under the name of Jerome, which affirmed ; 
seems to have been written with this express purpose: [In prima Johannis Bene ca 
Epistola] ab infidelibus translatoribus multum erratum esse a fidei veritate 
comperimus, trium tantum vocabula, hoc est, aque sanguinis et spiritus, 
in ipsa sua editione ponentibus et Patris, Verbique ac Spiritus testimonium 
omittentibus; in quo maxime et fides catholica roboratur et Patris ac Filii 
ac Spiritus Sancti una divinitatis substantia comprobatur (Migne, Patrol. 

Lat: xxix. 829 f.). 

This Prologue is found in one of the earliest copies of the Vulgate 
(Codea Fuldensis) written in 546, though the gloss itself is not found in 
the text of the Epistle. 

But the gloss is found in early mss both of the Old Latin and of the The 
Vulgate, and in substantially the same form, so that it must have been earliest 
introduced into both from the same source. Theseare (qa) (of the Old Latin) me pains ‘se 
a Speculum (a classified series of Scriptural passages) m (seec. Vili, or ix.) it, 
and a Munich fragment q (cod. Fris. sec. vi. or vii.); (0) of the Vulgate, 
the Spanish (Visigothic) mss Cod. Cav. (sve. ix.) and Cod. Tol. (sec. x.). 


The whole passage appears in these authorities in the following form: 


Cod. Fris.” 
quoniam tr 


in terra 
spiritus e¢ aqua et sa 


tuficantur 
in caelo 
pater ¢ 


tres unum sunt. 


Spec. (mM) 
quoniam tres sunt qui 
testimonium dicunt 
in terra 
spiritus aqua et san- 

guis ; 
et hi tres unum sunt 
in Christo Jesu. 
Et tres sunt 
qui testimonium dicunt 
in caelo 
Pater verbum et Spiri- 
tus 
et hi tres unum sunt, 


Codd. Cav. Tol. 


quia tres sunt qui 

testimonium dant 

in terra 

spiritus e¢ aqua et san- 
guis ; 

et hi tres unum sunt 

in Christo Jesu. 

et (om To/) tres sunt 

qui testimonium dicunt 

in caelo 

pater verbum et spiri- 
tus 

et hi tres unum sunt. 


Here, it will be observed, the testimony on earth is placed first, so that 


1 The passage of Cassiodorus is well 
discussed by Bp Turton in his Vindi- 
cation of Porson, pp. 279 ff. 

2 The sis unfortunately mutilated. 
About half of each line is lost. The 
lines of the ms so far as they are pre- 
served run thus: 

quiaspsestueritas qmtr 
in terra . spsetaquaetsa 


tificanturincaelop tere 
tresunumsunt sitestim 


There is room in each line for about 21 
more letters. Itis not possible therefore 
that the words et hi tres unum sunt in 
Christo Jesu could have formed part of 
tthe text. It is further to be noticed 
that this ms reads spirttus in v. 6 for 
Christus... 
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the heavenly testimony retains its position as an interpretative gloss’. And 
there is also a second similar though shorter gloss in Christo Jesu which 
is even older than that which follows; for it is indicated in the Latin transla- 
tion of the Outlines of Clement of Alexandria: et hi tres unum sunt: in 
salvatore quippe istze sunt virtutes salutiferee, et vita ipsa in ipso Filio 
ejus existit (p. 1011 P.). 

Modifica- After a time the second gloss in Christo Jesu was omitted; and the 


tion of the two clauses were transposed ; so that the passage assumed the form which 
#oRNs was generally current in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, and was 


finally pronounced authentic in the Sixtine and Clementine editions of the 


Vulgate. 


are given in the following table : 


Cod. Cav. 


guia tres sunt qui 

testimonium dant 

in terra, 

sptritus et agua et san- 
guis ; 

et Ai tres unum sunt 

in Christo Jesu. 

et tres sunt qui. 

testimonium dicunt 

in caelo, 

pater verbum et spiri- 
tus 3 

et hi tres unum sunt. 


Cod. Vallicell.** 


quoniam tres sunt qui 

testimonium dant 

in ferra, 

spiritus aqua et san- 
guis; 

et tres unum sunt. 


sicut tres sunt qui 

testimonium dant 

in caelo, 

pater verbum et spirt- 
tus sanctus ; 

et tres unum sunt. 


The main forms in which the passage appears in the Latin texts 


Common Text. 


quoniam tres sunt qui 

testimonium dant 

in caelo, 

pater verbum et spiri- 
tus sanctus ; 

et Ai tres unum sunt. 


et tres sunt qui 

testimonium dant 

in terra, 

spiritus et aqua et san- _ 
guis ; 

et hi tres unum sunt? 


Here the history of the Latin interpolation ends: we have to notice 
how it passed into the Greek text. It appears first in a Greek version of 
ance of the Acts of the Council of Lateran held in 1215, coeval with the Council. 
the words ; 5 : : : 5 3 
in Greek, The Latin text is: Quemadmodum in canonica Johannis epistola legitur: 
Quia tres sunt qui testimonium dant in celo, Pater, Verbum et Spiritus 
Sanctus; et hi tres unum sunt. Statimque subjungitur: et tres sunt 
qui testimonium dant in terra, spiritus aqua et sanguis; et tres unum 
sunt, sicut in quibusdam codicibus legitur*. For this the corresponding 
Greek, as far as it has been preserved, is: dv rpdmov év th KavoviKH Tov 
"Iodyvou émioroAy dvaywookerat dru rpeis eloly of paprupodvtes ev odpavd, 6 


The first 
appear- 


1 Another form of the reading pre- 
served in the St Gall ms: Quia tres 
sunt qui testimonium dant spiritus et 
aqua et sanguis, et tres unum sunt. 
Sicut in c#lo tres sunt, Pater Verbum 
et Spiritus, et tres unum sunt (Dobbin, 
Codex Montfort. p. 45), points clearly 
to the original gloss-form of the ad- 
dition. A Greek ms has notes in v. 8 
Touréott TO Treva TO dyLoy Kal o TaT7p 
kal avros éavrov and on éy elou: rovr~ 
éoru pla Oedrns, els Geos (Tischdf. ad 
loc.). 


? This last clause is omitted in many 
late mss. Some account of the Latin 
mss known up to his time is given by 
Bp Turton, l. c. pp. 14x f. Gries- 
bach 1. c. 12 calculates that the gloss is 
omitted by 50.—6o mss of the Vulgate. 
In collections which he mentions it is 
omitted by 18 mss out of an aggregate 
of 234. 

3 This remark refers to the last 
words et tres unum sunt which were 
omitted by many late uss of the Vul- 
gate. 
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\ La a a . o C2 
maTnp, Aoyos Kal mvevpa dytov® Kat TovTOL (sic) of tpeis ev etow. 


’ a 
riOnor *** Kabds ev Tut Kody Ew evplokeTat. 


The clause was quoted afterwards 
xiy.), and perhaps by Jos. Bryennius (sxc. xV-), 


> U 
evOus Te Tpoo- 


incompletely by Manuel Calecas (szec. 
who both wrote under 


Latin influence ; and at last it found a place in a Greeco-Latin Ms of the 


Hpistle (Cod. Vat. Ottob. 162) of the fifteenth century, 
of the sixteenth century (Cod. Montfort. Dubl. 34, 
of Erasmus). The Greek text in both these Mss 


places to the Latin Vulgate; and in this passage 


text in omitting the eds 7d & ciow after the earth 


of both, especially that of Cod. Monifort., shews 
is a translation of the Latin’ 


The passage is thus given in the two MSS: 
Cod. Vat. Ottob. (162). 


Cod. Montf. (34). 
a7 tal iN 
OTe TpEls eloly 
of papTupouyTes 
€v T@ ovpayva, 
Ne i ae a 
qmatnp Noyos Kal TVEvBLA 
aytov" 
Kal OUTOL Of TpELS 
€y eiou 
‘\ fos DN 
kal Tpets eloly 
oi paptupovrTes 
sag, en 
ev TH Yih 
5 ee 
mvedpa vowp Kal aia" 


‘\ 
€i THY papTupiar... 


The Complutensian editors introd 
similar to that in Cod. 162, into their text? 


gate 


quia tres sunt 

qui testimonium dant 

in caelo, 

pater verbum et spiri- 
tus sanctus : 

et hi tres 

unum sunt. 

et tres sunt 

qui testimonium dant 

in terra, 

spiritus aqua eb san- 
guis 

si testimonium. 


ly witness. 
decisively that the Greek 


and in a Greek MS 


the Codex Britannicus 
has 
both follow a late Latin 


been adapted in other 


The language 


¢ cal ‘ 
bre Tpets eiolv 
of paptupourres 
pligeee ten 
adm TOU OVpaVov, 
mathnp Aoyos Kat TMVEVHA 
bi . 
ayvov 
kal oi Tpets 
> ‘ Le > . 
els TO ep Eliot 
kal Tpeis elolv 
of pwapTupovvTes 
> col a 
émi THS YNS, 
\ an sk LA ‘\ 
TO mvedpa TO VOwp Kal 
TO aiua’ 
ei THY papTuptay... 


uced another translation of the Vul- 


Meanwhile Erasmus 


had published his first edition giving the whole passage as he found it in 


his Greek ms with the note: 
monio triplici drs tpeis «i 
aiya; and on the clause ¢ hi tres unum sunt, w 
Hi. redundat: Neque est unum sed in unum, eis 
in fulfilment of a promise 


translation, he writes: 


+) atré. i. sive in idem. In his third edition, 
which he had made to insert the clause if it could be shewn 
single Greek ms, he inserted the words on the authority 
he words kal of rpeis eis TO Ev ciow. 

brought into a more correct shape without 


Montfort. retaining however t 

The words were afterwards 
any manuscript authority ; 
is given in the texts of Steph 


ow of paptupotytes TO mvetpa kal To bSwp Kal Td 
hich he retained in his 


to exist in a 
of the Cod. 


and at last the passage assumed the form which 


and from them has assumed general currency. 


1 Tt has been shewn by Dr Dobbin 
that Cod. Montf. is ‘a transcript with 
arbitrary and fanciful variations’ of 
the ms in Lincoln College, Oxford 39, 
in which the gloss is not found (Codex 


Montfortianus, p. 57)- 


anus in 1550 and Elzevir of 1633 (‘text. rec.’), 


text of Cod. 162 is very peculiar. Is it 
possible that éai has been misread 
dao, as was done in the corresponding 
clause, and that the translator in- 
tended éml rov ovpavod to answer ex- 


actly to ém THs yns? 


2 The daé rov ovpavod in the Greek 
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The intro- 
duction of 
the gloss 
into the 


In Greeco codice tantum: hoc reperio de testi- printed 


Greek 
text. 
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The chief forms in which the whole passage appears in early printed 
texts are given in the following table: 


Erasm. Hd. 1, 1516. 
Ort Tpeis cioly 
; in 
Ol PAPTUPOVVYTES 
ia 


* * 


* KOK KK 
* OK KK OK 


TO medpa kat TO Boop 
kal TO aipa” 
Kal of Tpets 
> Co) > 
eis TO &p ciow. 
ed THY papTupiay... 


Ed. Compl. 1514 (Cod. 
Raw.). 

ore Tpeis eioly 

of paprupotyres 

év TO ovparg 

6 mari}p kal 6 oyos kal 

TO dytov mvetpa 

kat of Tpeis 

eis TO &y iat. 

kal Tpeis eiolv 

oi paprupoirres 

ent THS Yyijs 

TO medua kal TO vowp 


kal 76 aipal. 
x 


* 
ei THY paptupiay... 


1 A note is added which seems to 


Erasm. Ed. 3, 1522. 
ore Tpets elo 
oi paprupotyres 
€v TO ovpare, 
wath Pp “Aéyos 
med pa ayo" 
kai obrot ot rpets 
év ciow 
kal Tpets eioly 
of paptupodvres 
ev Th YA 
myedpa kal vda@p kat 
aipae 
kal oi Tpeis 
eis TO &v eiow. 
ei TY papTupiay... 


\ 
Kat 


Erasm. Hd. 3, 1522. 


OTL Tpels ciow 

ol paprupodyres 

ev TO ovparg 

marip Aéyos kal mved- 
pa aytov. 

kal obrot oi Tpets 

ev eiot 

kal Tpets eioiv 

oi waptupouvtes 


AEN els 
ev TH V7 . ‘ 

myevpa kat vdwp kat 
aipa 


kal ot Tpets 
eis To ép elowy. 
ei THY papTupiar... 


ditur ibidem: 


Erasm. Hd. 4, 1527. 
Ore Tpels cioly 
oi paprupobyres 
€v TO ovpaya, 
¢ rari} p, 6 Adyos, Kat 
TO mvevpa ayvov" 
Kal ovTOL Of TpEtsS 
év eict. 
kal Tpets eioly 
oi Paptupovyres 


ev TH YI 
mevpa kat vdop Kat 
aipa® 


Kal of Tpets 
> OLA > 
eis TO ev eto. 
: , 
z THY papTuptay... 


Ed. Steph. 1550; Hldz. 
1633 (text. rec.). 


OTL Tpets elo 
ot papTupourTes 
év TO ovpav@ 
0 marip 6 Abyos Kal TO- 
dyvov mvevpa 
kal oUTOL Of TpeEis 
ev €iot. 
Y - 
kal Tpeis cio 
oi paptupoortes 
év tT Yi 
TO mvevpa kal TO vOop- 
kal TO ipa, 
kal of Tpets 
> A 4 > 
eis TO Ev cian. 
é: 
ei THY papTupiay... 


et tres sunt qui testi- 


shew that the editors found the fol- 
lowing clause xal—eicty in their Greek 
mss: Sanctus Thomas in expositione 
secunde decretalis de sermone Trini- 
tate et Fide Catholica tractans istum 
passum contra Abbatem Joachim viz. 
Tres sunt qui testimonium dant in celo, 
pater verbum et spiritus sanctus, dicit 
ad litteram verba sequentia. Ht ad 
insinuandam unitatem trium _ per- 
sonarum subditur, et hit tres unum 
sunt. Quod quidem dicitur propter 
essentiz unitatem. Sed hoc Joachim 
perverse trahere volens ad unitatem 
charitatis et consensus inducebat con- 
sequentem auctoritatem. Nam sub- 


monium dant in terra S. spiritus aqua 
et sanguis. Et in quibusdam libris 
additur: et hii tres unum sunt. Sed 
hoc in veris exemplaribus non ha- 
betur: sed dicitur esse appositum ab 
hereticis Arrianis ad pervertendum 
intellectum sanum auctoritatis pre- 
misse de unitate essentie trium per- 
sonarum. Hee beatus Thomas ubi 
supra. 

This is, as far as I have observed, 
the only note of the kind in the New 
Testament, The treatment of the pas- 
sage is wholly exceptional; for else- 
where the Edition marks prominently 
in the Greek text the absence of Latin: 
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When the gloss had gained a place in the Greek text it naturally influ- 
enced the texts of other versions. Gutbir and Schaaf introduced with very 
slight modifications a translation which had been made by Tremellius into 
their printed texts of the Peshito!. It was introduced into editions of the 
Armenian and Slavonic Versions ; and into the modern European versions. 

The supposed dogmatic importance of the gloss has given a value to 
the evidence in its favour out of all proportion to its critical weight. The 
Ms authority, for example, for the spurious Epistle to the Laodicenes is 
essentially the same. This also is supported by m, and by the La Cava and 
Toledo Mss and by a multitude of later mss of the Vulgate. In the pre- 
ceding verse (v. 6) of the Epistle almost all Latin authorities read Christus 
for Spiritus (rb mvetya). A remarkable group of ancient authorities of the 
same type including Cod. Tol. add to c. ii. 17 guomodo Deus manet in 
eternum. Ine. y. 20, m and Cod. Tol., with Hilary substantially, add 
a clause very similar in character to the gloss on v. 8; and in the same 
verse m Cod. Monitf. with the Lat.vg. (Hil Ambr Vigil Fulg Leo) read 
simus (apev). 

It will also have been observed that the gloss itself sprang from a false 
reading wnum for in unum, a change due to an omission which was equally 
easy in Greek (rpecis <is) and in Latin. 


Additional Note on v. 16. 


The phrase ‘sin unto death’ is introduced as one which was familiar to The 
the readers of the Epistle and is evidently borrowed from current language. phrase 
‘And so in fact the distinction of ‘sins unto death’ and ‘sins not unto death’ {8% unto 
A : ts : ., death’ in 
is common among Rabbinic writers (Schoettgen ad Joc.) and represents, it use among 


cannot be doubted, an old traditional view. Jews. 


1. In the first and simplest sense a ‘sin unto death’ would be a sin A sin 
requiring the punishment of natural death: comp. Num. xviii. 22 duapria punish- 
Tee 5 : .. able by 

- Oavarnpépos®. Death in such a case was final exclusion from the Divine geath, 


Society. 


2. It was a natural extension of this meaning when the phrase was A sin of 


used “for an offence which was reckoned by moral judgment to belong to ea 


additions: e.g. Acts vili. 37, ix. 5, 6, 
RoOy XLV A RUXVer4ALs) TeOnn) 15235) 2 
John 11; and conversely the absence 
of words found in the Greek text 
from the Latin: e.g. Acts x. 21; 32, 
xy. 243 1 Pet. iii. 12, iv. 14; 1 John 
Va-13. 

1 Gutbir’s note is worth quoting: 
Cum notum sit Arrianos nec ipsi Greco 
Textui nec Versionibus Orientalibus 
hic pepercisse, ex Notis Tremellii hunc 
versum in aliis H. EH. desideratum 
adscripsimus. Schaaf’s note is to the 


same effect. 

2 Origen identifies the two phrases : 
éml duaprauace Tots pn mpos Odvarov 7H 
ws wvouacey év “ApiOuots o vouos Tots 
pn Oavarnpopots (in Matt. T. x11. § 30). 
In another passage he treats the in- 
fliction of death as the complete ex- 
piation of the crime for which it is 
inflicted: Absolvitur peccatum per po- 
nam mortis, nec superest aliquid quod 
pro hoc crimine judicii dies et poona 
sterni ignis inveniat (Hom. in Lev. xiv. 


§ 4). 
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the same class. 
Issach. 7 ovk ¢yvav év éuol duagriay mpos Odvarov. 


So the exact words of St John are used Test. xii. Patr. 
Comp. 1 Cor. v. 11. 


A sin 3. If now the same line of thought is extended to the Christian Society, 
pel it will appear that a sin which in its very nature excludes from fellowship 
from the With Christians would be rightly spoken of as a ‘sin unto death.” Sucha 
Christian sin may be seen in hatred of the brethren (c. iii. 15), or in the selfishness 
society if which excludes repentance, the condition of forgiveness (i. 7), or in the 
eae faithlessness which denies Christ, the One Advocate (v. 21; iv. 2). But in 
: each case the character of the sin is determined by the effect which it has 
on the relation of the doer to God through Christ in the Divine Society. 
We are not to think of specific acts, defined absolutely, but of acts as the 
revelation of moral life. ; 
Death the 4. It must be noticed further that St John speaks of the sin as ‘tend- 
tendency ing to death’ (mpés Oavaroy) and not as necessarily involving death. Death 
not the ne- . ¢ ae : Sg ee 
cessary 18, 80 to speak, its natural consequence, if it continue, and not its inevitable 
issue. issue as a matter of fact. Its character is assumed to be unquestionable, 
and its presence open and notorious. . 
The mode 5. The question then could not but arise, How is such flagrant sin in a 
of dealing prother—a fellow Christian—to be dealt with? For it must be remember- 
Daa ed that the words of the apostle are directed to those who are members of 
the Christian Church, sharing in the privileges of the common life. The 
answer follows naturally from a view of the normal efficacy of Christian 
intercession. The power of prayer avails for those who belong to the 
Body (comp. John xiii. 10). But for those who are separated from the 
Body for a time or not yet included in it the ordinary exercise of the 
energy of spiritual sympathy has, so far as we are taught directly, no pro- 
mise of salutary influence. The use of common prayer in such cases is not 
enjoined; though it must be observed that it is not forbidden. St John 
does not command intercession when the sin is seen, recognised by the 
brother, in its fatal intensity; but on the other hand he does not expressly 
exclude it. Even if the tenour of his words may seem to dissuade such 
prayer, it is because the offender lies without the Christian Body, excluded 
from its life but yet not beyond the creative, vivifying power of God. 
In some 6. We can understand in some[degree how such sins, either in men, or in 
cases nations, must be left to God. Chastisement and not forgiveness is the one 
alee way to restoration’. The book of the prophet Jeremiah is a divine lesson 
mat 1 The truth finds a noble expression Thunder struck blow on blow, earth 


in Browning’s The Ring and the Book: 
The Pope, 2116 ff. 


For the main criminal I see no hope 

Except in such a suddenness of fate. 

I stood at Naples once, a night so dark 

I could have scarce conjectured there 
was earth 

Anywhere, sky or sea or world at all: 

But the night’s black was burst through 
by a blaze— 


groaned and bore, 

Through her whole length of mountains 
visible : 

There lay the city thick and plain with 
spires, 

And, like a ghost disshrouded, white 
the sea, 

So may the truth be flashed out by 
one blow, 

And Guido see, one instant, and be 
saved. 
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of the necessity of purification through death for a faithless people. And 

the fortunes of Israel seem to illustrate the character of God’s dealings 
with men. 


7. The patristic comments upon the passage offer an instructive Patristic 
subject for study. comments, 


Cement of Alexandria in discussing the different kinds of voluntary CLEMENT 


and wrong action (Strom. ii. 15, § 66) refers to the language of St John as Cah 


shewing that be recognised differences in sin (haiverat...ras Suapopas Tov 
dpaprioy éxd.Sdoxov), and quotes as illustrating the kind of distinction to 
which he refers Ps. i. 1, but he gives no classification of specific offences. 


TERTULLIAN naturally lays down a clear and definite interpretation: TrrruL-. 
“Who, he asks, can escape from the sin of rash anger...of breaking engage- TNO 
“ments, of speaking falsely through shame or necessity...so that if there 
“were no pardon for such acts, no one could be saved. Of these then there 
‘will be pardon through Christ, our Advocate with the Father. There are 
“however offences of a different character, heavier and deadly, such as admit 
‘no pardon, murder, idolatry, fraud, denial [of Christ], blasphemy, and 
‘assuredly also adultery and fornication, and every other violation of the 
‘temple of God. For these Christ will no longer plead: these he who has 
‘been born of God will absolutely not commit, as he will not be a son of 
“God, if he has committed them 1’ 


OrRIGEN speaks with wise reserve; after referring to 1 Cor. ili. 15, Matt. Orntenn. 
xvi. 26, he continues, ‘There are some sins which are to loss (ad damnum)... 
“some to destruction (ad interitum)...What kind of sins however are sins 
“to death, what not to death but to loss, cannot, I think, easily be deter- 
‘mined by any man’ (Hom. in Ex. x. § 3”). 


With this compare Guido’s last words, 
Abate — Cardinal — Christ — Maria — 
God— ; 

Pompilia, will you let them murder 

me? 

1 De pudic. 19, Cui enim non ac- 
cedit aut irasci inique et ultra solis 
occasum, aut et manum immittere, 
aut facile maledicere, aut temere ju- 
rare, aut fidem pacti destruere, aut 
verecundia aut necessitate mentiri; 
in negotiis, in officiis, in questu, in 
victu, in visu, in auditu, quanta 
tentamur; ut si nulla sit venia isto- 
rum nemini salus competeret. Horum 
ergo erit venia per exoratorem patris 
Christum. Sunt autem et contraria 
istis, ut graviora et exitiosa, que ve- 
niam non capiant, homicidium, idolo- 
latria, fraus, negatio, blasphemia, uti- 
que et meschia et fornicatio....Horum 
ultra exorator non erit Christus. Hee 
non admittet omnino qui natus ex 


Deo fuerit, non futurus Dei filius si 
admiserit. The classification is in- 
structive. In an earlier chapter (¢. 2) 
he divides sins into ‘remissible’ and 
‘irremissible’: the former are fit sub- 
jects of intercession, the latter not, 
and he concludes: Secundum hance 
differentiam delictorum pcenitentiz 
quoque conditio discriminatur. Alia 
erit que veniam consequi possit, in 
delicto scilicet remissibili; alia que 
consequi nullo modo possit, in delicto 
scilicet irremissibili. 

2 Comp. in Joh. Tom. 11. (Iv. p. 62 
R.). In Hom. in Lev. tv. § 5 Origen 
compares with 1 John v. 16 the words 
in x Sam. ii. 25; and in the treatise 
On Prayer (§ 28) he follows out the 
comparison, implying that sins of 
idolatry, adultery and fornication are 
not to be remitted by the prayer and 
offerings of the Church. 
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HIvary. Hitary brings out an important aspect of the truth. ‘There is,’ he 
says, ‘a limit to mercy (misericordic), and justice must be used in shewing 
‘pity. We can feel sorrow for those whose crimes are great, but there is 
‘no room for mercy. For mercy turns to ask pardon of God for that which 
‘is done; but to give pardon to wrong deeds is not to shew mercy but not 
‘to observe justice in mercy. This consideration the apostle John observed 
‘most carefully saying: Si quis scit fratrem suum delinquere sed non ad 
‘mortem, petat et dabit illi Deus vitam. Est enim peccatum ad mortem 
‘sed non pro eo dico’ (in cal. Psalm. § 8). 


AMBROSE. AmBROSsE regards tbe direction of St John as applying to the general 
action of the Church but not as excluding absolutely all intercession. ‘He 
‘did not speak to a Moses (Ex. xxxii. 31 f.) or a Jeremiah (Jer. xiv. 11; vii. 
‘16; Baruch iii. rf; v. 1), but to the people, who required to employ 
‘another to pray for their own sins; for whom it is enough if they pray 
‘God for lighter faults, and think that the pardon of graver must be re- 
. ‘served for the prayers of the just’ (de paenit. i. 10). 


JEROME. JEROME combines the language of 1 Sam. ii. 25 with that of St J ohn, 
when he is insisting on the different degrees of the heinousness of sins. 
‘Qui scit fratrem suum peccare peccatum non ad mortem, petat, et dabit 
‘et vitam peccanti non ad mortem. Qui vero peccaverit ad mortem quis 
‘orabit pro eo ?’ “You see,’ he continues, ‘ that if we pray for smaller sins we 
‘obtain pardon; if for greater, the obtaining pardon is difficult; and that_ 
‘there is a great interval between some sins and others’ (adv. Jovin. ii. § 30). 


Avaeus- The interpretation of AveustinE is of great interest. His commentary 
TINE. on the verse of St John’s Epistle is not preserved, but in his treatise on the 
Sermon on the Mount (c. A. D. 393) he treats of the passage, and says: 
Aperte ostendit esse quosdam fratres pro quibus orare non nobis preecipi- 
tur, cum Dominus etiam pro peccatoribus nostris orare jubeat...Peccatum 
ergo fratris ad mortem puto esse cum post agnitionem Dei per gratiam 
Domini nostri Jesu Christi quisque oppugnat fraternitatem ut adversus 
ipsam gratiam qua reconciliatus est Deo invidentize facibus agitatur (de 
Serm. Dom. i. 22,73). In reviewing this passage afterwards in his Retrac- 
tationes (¢. A. D. 426—7) he writes: Quod quidem non confirmayi, quoniam 
hoc putare me dixi: sed tamen addendum fuit, si in hac tam scelerata 
mentis perversitate finierit hanc vitam; quoniam de quocunque pessimo in 
hac vita constituto non est utique desperandum, nec pro illo imprudenter 
oratur de quo non desperatur (Retract. i. LO, 7). 
He developes this idea of deliberate persistence in evil in treating of 
the sin against the Holy Spirit : 


Hoc [peccatum in Spiritum Sanctum] est duritia cordis usque ad finem 
huius vite qua homo recusat in unitate corporis Christi, quod vivificat 
Spiritus Sanctus, remissionem accipere peccatorum...Huic ergo dono 


1 Bede silently quotes this interpre- quia scilicet peccatum quod in hace vita 
tation in his Commentary; and after- non corrigitur ejus venia frustra post 
wards a singular alternative: Potest mortem postulatur. But he prefers 
etiam peccatum usque ad mortem ac- Augustine’s view. 
cipi, pro quo rogare quempiam vetat, 
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gratize Dei quicunque restiterit et repugnaverit vel quoquo modo fuerit ab 
eo alienus usque in finem vite non remittetur ei neque in hoc seculo 
neque in futuro; hoc scilicet tam grande peccatum ut eo teneantur cuncta 
peccata quod non probatur ab aliquo esse commissum nisi cum de corpore 
exierit (Zpist. clxxx. v (1), xi. § 49). No one can be pronounced guilty of it 
while life still continues: Heec blasphemia Spiritus, cui nunquam est ulla 
remissio,... non potest in quoquam, ut diximus, dum in hac adhuc vita est 
deprehendi (Serm. Ixxi. 3, 21). 


The fatal consequences of the sin are, he points out, involved in its 
essential character: 


Ile peccat in Spiritum Sanctum qui, desperans vel irridens atque con- 
temnens preedicationem gratize per quam peccata diluuntur et pacis per 
quam reconciliamur Deo, detrectat agere poenitentiam de peccatis suis et 
in eorum impia atque mortifera quadam suavitate perdurandum sibi esse 
decernit et in finem usque perdurat (in Ep. ad Rom. § 14; comp. § 22). 

Quisquis igitur reus fuerit impoenitentize contra Spiritum in quo unitas 
et societas communionis congregatur Ecclesiz nunquam illi remittetur; 
quia hoe sibi clausit ubi remittitur...(Sermo Ixxi. 21, 34). 


For chastisement is the way to restoration: Plane si in tantas ieris 
iniquitates ut repellas a te virgam verberantis, si repellas manum flagellantis 
et de disciplina Dei indigneris et fugias a Patre ceedente et nolis eum 
Patrem pati quia non parcit peccanti, tu te alienasti ab hereditate, ipse te 
non abjecit ; nam si maneres flagellatus non remaneres exheereditatus (in 
Psalm. \xxxviii. Serm. ii. § 3). 


Curysostom, like several earlier writers, connects the passage in St Curyso- 
John with the words of Eli (1 Sam. ii. 25), and finds the description of the 8™- 
sin in Ps. xlix. 18ff. The fatal consequences which it brings are due to 
the accompanying wilful impenitence. ‘How,’ he adds, ‘can (God) forgive 
“one who does not allow that he has sinned, and does not repent? For 
‘when we ask medicine from the physician we shew him the wound’ (in 
Psa xlixe$°7,)s 


In a letter attributed to Gunasrus the issue of the sin in death is Gznasrus. 
made to lie wholly in impenitence. He has spoken of the sin of here- 
tics against the Holy Spirit which was incapable of forgiveness as long as 
they persisted in it; and then he goes on: ‘As the passage of the apostle 
‘John runs in like sense: Est peccatum ad mortem, non dico ut oretur 
‘pro eo; et est peccatum non ad mortem, dico ut oretur pro eo.. There is 
‘a sin unto death when men abide in the same sin: there is a sin not 
‘unto death when men abandon the same sin. There is no sin for the 
‘remission of which the Church does not pray, or which it cannot absolve 
“when men cease from it in virtue of the power given to it from God’... 
(Cod. Can. Eccles. xlvii. § 5; Migne, Patrol. Lat. lvi. p. 622). 


(icumentvs, in the same spirit, when commenting upon the passage (icumn- 
sees the ground of the apostle’s instruction in the absence of all signs of Nrvs. 
repentance in him ‘who sins a sin unto death’ The brother is not to pray 
for such an one, he says, ‘for he will not be heard, because he asks amiss, 
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‘speaking for one who shews no intention of return (rep) rod pydepiar 
‘érwWetxvupevou émotpopyy). For this sin is alone unto death that has no 
‘regard to repentance (7 p21) mpos weravovay dpopdaa), from which Judas 
‘suffered and was brought under the eternal death’ (ad Joc.)1. 


Distine- 8. The language of St John gave occasion to the current distinction of 

tion of , sins as ‘mortal’ and ‘venial.’? In Augustine this distinction occurs fre- 

ee quently under the contrast of ‘crimina’ (in Joh. xli. 9 crimen est peccatum 

‘mortal’ gravi accusatione et damnatione dignissimum) and ‘peccata’: c. duas Epp. 

sins. Pel. i. § 28; in Ps. exviii. 3,2; de perfec. Just. Hom. ix. 20; Enchirid. 
c. lxiv. So he writes: Non peccata sola sunt illa quee crimina nominantur, 
adulteria, fornicationés, sacrilegia, furta, rapinee, falsa testimonia: non ipsa 
sola peccata sunt. Attendere aliquid quod non debebas peccatum est; 
audire aliquid libenter quod audiendum non fuit peccatum est; cogitare 
aliquid quod non fuit cogitandum peccatum est (Serm. cclxxi. 9, 9). 

The later technical distinction is well summed up by Ricwarp of St Victor 
who discussed the difference in a brief tract: Mortale peccatum, quantum 
mihi videtur, triplici recte ratione distinguitur. Mortale est quod a quovis 
non potest committi sine grandi corruptione sui. Item mortale est quod 
non potest committi sine gravi leesione proximi. Mortale nihilominus quod 
non potest committi sine magno contemptu Dei. Cetera vero omnia videntur 
mihi venialia (Migne, Patrol. Lat. 196, p. 1193). 


Additional Note (1) on v. 20. 


The idea of ‘Life’ in St John has been already touched upon in the 
note on i.1; but it requires to be discussed somewhat more in detail. For 
the characteristic message which St John gives is of a life through which 
fellowship with man and God—the end of human existence—is perfectly 


realised. 
i. The Source of Life. 
The Of the Father alone it is said that He ‘hath life in Himself’ as the 


Tea, absolute final source of all life. This is the last limit of thought : John y. 

of life. 26 6 matnp exer Cohy év éavto, the Father hath life in fimself (comp. 
1 Tim. vi. 16). 

At the same time it is made known that the Father communicated to 

the Son the absolute possession of life: in this is expressed the idea of 

Sonship. The Son ‘hath life in Himself? but not as the final.source of 

life. John v. 26 domep 6 marnp éxer (any ev éaurd, obras Kal TO vid CSoxev 

(any exew ev éaurd, as the Father hath life in Himself, even so gave 

He to the Son also to have life in Himself. Compare John vi. 57 €@ dia 


1 In the Council of Troyes a. p. 879 is said, est perseyerantia in peccato 
it was forbidden to mention the names _usque ad mortem (Cone. Tric. 11. § 3). 
of those who had died under excom- This widespread interpretation came 
munication on the ground of this pas- from the ambiguity of the Latin prepo- 
sage. Peccatum enim ad mortem, it sition. See Bede above. 
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Tov marépa, and Apoc. i. 17. But men have not ‘life in themselves,’ either 
originally or by divine gift. Their life is a life of necessary, continuous, 
essential dependence (év Xpror@ ‘in Christ, according to St Paul’s phrase). 
This must remain so to the end. Even when they participate in the virtue 
of Christ’s humanity, they have life through Him and not in themselves : 
John vi. 57 (6 rpdyev), xiv. 19. 


li. The Nature of Life. 
Three terms are used by St John to describe ‘life’ under different Terms for 


aspects : life’ and 
c PF A 2 Syeks A Bolt ‘living’ in 
(1) 7 Con (the life), ‘life which is truly life’: c. iii. 14 note. St John. 


(2) a aidyos ‘eternal life’ (not in Apoc.): ¢. i. 2 note. 
For the shade of difference between (a7 and (a7 aiovios see John iii. 36 
(1 John iii. 14 f.; John v. 24). 


(3) % aidvos (oi (John xvi. 3; comp. Acts xiii. 46; 1 Tim. vi. 12); 
4 Co} 4 aidvos (1 John i. 2, ii. 25), ‘the eternal life’: c. i. 2 note. 


In connexion with those terms the following verbal phrases must also 
be noticed : 


(1) Gv to live: John v. 25, vi. 57, xi. 25, xiv. 19; 1 John iv. 9 (Apoc. 
xx. 5). Comp.1 Pet.iv.6; 1 Thess. v. 10; 2 Cor. xiii. 4; Rom. viii. 13; 
Hebr. xii. 9. 

(2) Giyv eis rév aidva ‘to live for ever’: John vi. 51,58. Comp. Apoc. 
iv. 9, 10, xv. 7 6 (Gy els tods aidvas ray aidvev (peculiar to St John in N. PS). 

(3) %yew Cony, ‘to have life’: John x. 10, xx. 31; 1 John v. 12 (ryv ¢.) 
(peculiar to St John in N. T.). 

(4) %yew Conv aidvoy, ‘to have eternal life’: John iii. 15 f, 36, v. 24, 
vi. 40, 47, 54; 1 John v. 13 (iii. 15). Comp. Matt. xix. 16. 

In considering these phrases it ig necessary to premise that in spiritual Eternal 
things we must guard against all conclusions which rest upon the notions of essentially 
succession and duration. ‘Eternal life’ is that which St Paul speaks of as @X@ludes 
4 dvrws Cor, ‘the life which is life indeed’ (1 Tim. vi. 19), and 7 ¢o7 rot 
Gcou, ‘the life of God’ (Eph. iv. 18). It is not an endless duration of being 
in time, but being of which time is not a measure. We have indeed no 
powers to grasp the idea except through forms and images of sense. These 
must be used ; but we must not transfer them as realities to another order. 

Life for a finite creature is union with God (comp. Col. i. 16, 17 €v avr@. Life lies 
éxric6n Ta mavra...ra navta év aire ovvéoTnkey ; Acts xvii. 28 év avr@ Caper). Hee 
Such union is for a rational being involved in a real and progressive know- rae ee. ’ 
ledge of God in Christ. For spiritual knowledge is not external but fellowship 
sympathetic; and necessarily carries with it growing conformity to God. with, God. 
Hence ‘the eternal life’ which Christ is and gave, is described as lying in the 
continuous effort to gain a fuller knowledge of God and Christ (John xvii. 3 
a ywookworr) ; or, as the apostle writes out the Lord’s words more fully: 

‘the Son of God hath come and hath given us understanding that we may 
‘know (iva ywdoxopuer) Him that is true; and we are in Him that is true, 
‘in His Son Jesus Christ’ (1 Johny. 20). So it is that Christ’s words are 
‘words of life’ (John vi. 68; comp. vi. 63; viii. 51, xii. 50; James i. 18; 
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Acts v. 20 is different). Real knowledge rests on fellowship and issues in 
fellowship. 

Under this aspect all being is a revelation of life to man (John i. 4), 
which may become intelligible to him. The thought is one which is 
especially needed in an age of scientific analysis. We are tempted on all 
sides to substitute the mechanism, or the part, for the whole: the physical 
conditions or accompaniments for the vital force. The life is not in us only 
but in the world. 

Under another aspect it can be said that the Gospel is ‘the revelation 
of life,” and that in the Incarnation ‘the life was made manifest.’ By 
the personal coming of the Word in flesh the worth of individual life is 
shewn. He who ‘lives’ is conscious of power and office, and so far as he 
lives uses his power and fulfils his office. 

This view of life corresponds with and completes the former. All power 
is finally the gift of God; all office is for the accomplishment of His will. 
Life therefore is the use of the gifts of God according to the will of God. 
Or, to combine both notions, we are brought back to the original idea: life 
is fellowship with God, which includes fellowship with man, and this 
fellowship is realised in Christ. 


iii. Christ the Life. 


Christ is ‘the life’ and that both in regard to the individual (John xi. 25 
ey@ cis 7 avaotacts Kal 7 Can I am the Resurrection and the Life) and in 
regard to the whole sum of being (John xiv. 6 éyo eius 1 odds Kat 7 ddjOeva 
kal 7 Con, Lam the Way and the Truth and the Life). Even before His* 
Coming in flesh, the Creation which he sustained by His presence was a 
divine revelation (John i. 4); and by His Coming ‘the life was manifested’ 
and men recognised it (1 John i. 2). 

He came that men may have life and the fulness of all that life needs 
(John xX. 10 (ayy, mépuoooy éyew). The life which He gives is not and 
cannot be separated from Himself. Therefore, as things are, His Coming 
was crowned by His Passion and Exaltation (John iii. 15), whereby His 
Life was made available for others through Death (John xii. 32 (24)). 

His offer of Life is universal (John vi. 51 6 dpros dv éyad ddc@ 7 odpE jou 
cory vmep Tis Tod Koopou ais, the bread which I will give is my flesh for 
the life of the world). And the offer is made of the pure love of God (John 
iii, 16; 1 John iv. 10). The new creation is a work of spontaneous divine 
love even as.the first creation, while it answered, necessarily answered, to 
the fulfilment of the divine idea (John i. 17 éyévero). 

In one sense the gift of life is made and complete (1 Johny. 11 ¢ ai. 
doxey iv); but under another aspect it is still offered, promised, given 
(John x, 28 didwpe adrots ¢. ai.; xvii. 2 Wa...ddoet ¢. ai.; 1 John ii. 25 émay- 
yedia). The spiritually sick, if living in one sense, require ‘life’ (1 John v. 
16 ddoet atte Cwyy, Trois duapravovow pr) mpds Odvarov: comp. John iy. 50). 
Comp. § v. 

iv. The Life of the Believer. 


The universal gift of life offered by Christ has to be personally appropri- 
ated (John vi. 35, 50f., 58). In this process it comes through Christ, as the 
agent (1 John iv. 9 tva (jo@per bv adrod, V. per cum: comp. John y. 40); 
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and it comes for the sake of Christ, as the ground of quickening (John vi. 57 is the _ 
(joew OV ene, V. propter me), because He is what He is (1 John ii, 12). Pe aac 
In other words the life of the believer follows from the life of Christ ‘ig cae 
(John xiv. 19 dre éyd (6 Kal tpeis (joecde, where the future is used in 

regard to the completer fulness of Christ’s working ; comp. 2 Cor. iv. 1of.; 

Col. iii. 4; Eph. ii. 5), and is realised in (that is, by union with) Him 

(John iii. 15; 1 John v.11: comp. Rom. vi. 23; 2 Tim. i. 1), as He has 

been made known (John xx. 31 ¢. ey. év rG dvopare avrod). For the life is 

in the Living Son (1 John v. 11) and not in the letter of the Law (John v. 

39) ; so that the possession of the Son is the possession of life (1 John v.12, 

comp. Rom. vy. 10 xarn\Adynuev...dia tod Oavarov...coOnoducba ev tH of 

avrod). And he who is one with Christ is one with God (John xvii. 21 twa 

ev npiv aow: comp. I John ii. 24f.; John vi. 56f.). 

For the believer the transition from death to life has been made In the 
(John vy, 24; 1 John iii. 14 peraBeBixayev x rod Oavdrov els thy Cony: realisation 
comp. I John y. 12). But the consequences of the transition are realised, ee 
as the transition itself is conditioned, by the activity of faith (John iii. 16, 36, unites 
vi. 47, XX. 31; I John v. 13 [0 morevov, of muorevovres|; John vi. 40 6 with God 
Gc@pav kai moredov)'. So man in a true sense works with God; and in by faith. 
John i. 12 the human and divine elements in the beginning, the growth 
and the issue of life are set side by side in a striking parallelism (éyev- 
vnOnoav, e€ovalav, tTéexva—eAaBov, miatevovaty, yevéoOa). By this energy of 
faith the believer finds union with Christ’s humanity (John vi. 51, 54, 58: 
comp. Vi. 35, 56, 58, x. I0). 


vy. Life present and future, 


The life which lies in fellowship with God in Christ is, as has been Eternal 

seen already, spoken of as ‘eternal’ life in order to distinguish it from the life, 
lite of sense and time under which true human existence is veiled at 
present. Such a life of phenomena may be ‘death’ (1 John iii. 14: comp. 
y. 16). But ‘eternal life’ is beyond the limitations of time: it belongs to 
the being of God (1 John i. 2 fv mpos tov marépa), and finds its con- 
summation in the transforming vision of the Son seen as He is (1 Johniii. 2; 
John xiv. 23, 2f.). For us now therefore it is spoken of as both present 
and future. 


1. The ‘life eternal’ is essentially present, so far as it is the potential present 
fulfilment of the idea of humanity (John iii. 36, v. 24, vi. 47, 54, XX. 31; and 
1 John y. 12); and the possession of life may become a matter of actual 
knowledge (1 John v. 13: comp. 1 John iii. 15). 

This thought of the present reality of ‘eternal life’ is characteristic of 
St John, and in its full development is peculiar to him (but comp. Gal. ii. 20). 


2. At the same time the life is regarded as future in its complete future. 
realisation, so far as it is the fulfilment of Messianic promises (John iv. 14, 36, 


1 Jn all these places the force of the Acts iv. 32, xi. 21, xix. 2; 2 Thess, 
present participle is conspicuous. St i. 10, ii. 12; Eph. i. 13; Hebr. iv. 3; 
John uses the aor. partic. once only: Jude 5; and again with the perfect: 
John xx. 29. The force of the present Acts xv. 5, xvi. 34; [xvili. 27, xix. 
can be seen by contrast with the aorist: 183] xxi. 20, 25; Tit. 11. 8. 

[Mark] xvi. 16 f.; Luke i, 45, viii. 12; 
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vi. 27, xii. 25, v. 25, Vi. 57, Xi. 25, xiv. 19, Vi. 54: Compare I John ii. 25, 
iii. 2; and also Mark x. 30; Gal. vi. 8). 

Hence it is intelligible-bow ‘eternal life is spoken of as ‘the com- 
mandment’ of the Father (John xii. 50); and again as the progressive 
knowledge of the Father in the Son (1 John v. 20). For the command- 
ment of God is represented to us in the work of Christ; and to embrace 
this in faithful obedience is to ‘have life in His name’ (John xx. 31), on 
which we believe (1 John v. 13) with growing intelligence. 

If now we endeavour to bring together the different traits of ‘the 
eternal life’ we see that it is a life which with all its fulness and all its 
potencies is now: a life which extends beyond the limits of the individual, 
and preserves, completes, crowns individuality by placing the part in con- 
nexion with the whole: a life which satisfies while it quickens aspiration : 
a life which is seen, as we regard it patiently, to be capable of conquering, 
reconciling, uniting the rebellious, discordant, broken elements of being on 
which we look and which we bear about with us: a life which gives unity 


_ to the constituent parts and to the complex whole, which brings together 


‘The true 
God’ an- 
swers to 
the words 
‘God is 
love.’ 


‘Person- 
ality’ as 
applied to 
God. 


Love in- 
volves a 
‘tri-per- 
sonality.’ 


heaven and earth, which offers the sum of existence in one thought. As 
we reach forth to grasp it, the revelation of God is seen.to have been 
unfolded in its parts in Creation; and the parts are seen to have been 
brought together again by the Incarnation. 


Additional Note (2) on v. 20. 


When St John speaks of God as ‘ He that is true’ (6 dAnéios), He who 
alone (John xvii. 3 6 povos dAnOiwos Geos) and absolutely fulfils the idea 
of God which man is constituted to form, and then in significant and 
mysterious words identifies union with ‘ Him that is true, with union ‘with 
His Son Jesus Christ, he explains in the terms of historical revelation that 
which is involved in the statement ‘God is love. He indicates in what 
way the ‘personality’ of God is to be held and guarded from false con- 
clusions. St John, as all the biblical writers, everywhere uses language of 
God which assigns to Him ‘action’ and ‘will’ But, as far as our human 
observation reaches, ‘will’ implies resistance, and ‘action’ implies suc- 
cession. Such limitations can find no place in the idea of God. The con- 
ception of ‘personality’ which we can form therefore expresses only a 
fragment of the truth, that side of it which assures us of the possibility of 
approach to God on our part as to One Who loves and may be loved. 

But we cannot rest here. When we endeavour to think of God Himself 
we are necessarily led to inquire whether Scripture does not help us to 
rise to a thought in which we can see represented from the divine side 
that which is in the Divine Being the analogue of sole-personality in a finite 
being. This thought we find in the words ‘God is love. The phrase, as we 
have seen, describes the essence and not an attribute of God. It presents 
to us, as far as we can apprehend the truth, something of God in Himself. 
It must hold good of God in His innermost Being, if we may so speak, 
apart from creation. Now love involves a subject and an object, and that 
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which unites both. We are taught then to conceive of God as having in 
Himself the perfect object of love and the perfect response of love, com- 
pletely self-sufficing and selfcomplete. We thus gain, however imperfect 
language may be, the idea of a tri-personality in an Infinite Being as cor- 
relative to a sole-personality in a finite being. In the Unity of Him Who 
is One we acknowledge the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, in the 
interaction of Whom we can see love fulfilled. 

The language in John i. 1, where we have opened a unique view of the This fact 

Divine Being without any regard to a revelation to man, indicates the indicated 
same thought. The relation of ‘the Word’ to ‘God’ is described as a ie ee - 
relation of active love: 6 Adyos fv mpds Tov Gedy, the personal energy of Sd of 
the Word was directed towards, and (so to speak) regulated by ‘God,’ the Gos- 
while the Word Himself ‘was God’ In the Epistle the thought is pre- pel, and 
sented differently. There it is ‘the Life’ and not ‘the Word’ which is of ey 
spoken of. The conception of ‘the Life’ is wider in its range than that of ee 
‘the Word, though it is through ‘the Word’ that ‘the Life’ is revealed. 
This life is ‘the life eternal.’ It is not of this temporal order though it is 
made known in it, under its limitations. It is a life which essentially finds 
its original in the Godhead: #v mpds rov marépa, it was realised in the 
intercommunion of the Divine Persons, when time was not. Thus we have 
in this twofold revelation of an activity of ‘the Word’ towards ‘God, of a 
fulfilment of ‘Life’ towards ‘the Father, beyond time, such a vision as we 
can look upon of the fulness of the Being of God in Himself. And when 
‘the Word’ and ‘the Life’ are brought within the sphere of human 
existence, this action is characteristically described: ‘the Life was mani- 
fested’: ‘the Word became flesh.’ 

Nothing is said in either passage directly of the Holy Spirit. But His 
action is involved in the phrase 4» mpds in such a connexion. He is, so to 
seek a definite expression for the idea, the Mediating Power through Whom 
the love that goes forth is perfectly united with the love that answers. 

He gives unity to the Life, which we can only conceive of in fragments. 

It will be evident that this view of the nature of God prepares the way This tri- 
for revelation. The Word, Who is God (6eds and not 6 6eos as in Sabellian Sete 
teaching), has a personal Being and can make the Father known (1 John ii. oe 
22 ff.). The Spirit, Who is God, has a personal Being, and can make the for reve- 
Son known (John xiv. 26, xvi. 14). At the same time, while this fulness of lation. 
life fulfilled in God Himself is disclosed to us, the divine unity is main- 
tained as essential and not numerical. The Word and the Spirit are both 
spoken of in personal relations to ‘God’ (John i. 1; 32f.). That is when 
the Persons in the Godhead are recognised, the unity of God is simul- 
taneously affirmed. 

Such glimpses are opened to us of the absolute tri-personality of God as Elsewhere 
preparatory to the account of the historical Gospel by St John, but else- St ae 
where, like the other apostolic writers, he deals with the Trinity revealed ee Feo. 
in the work of Redemption (the ‘ Economic Trinity’). The Father is spoken yomice 
of in His relation to the Incarnate Son, and through Him to men. The Trinity.’ 
Son is spoken of as manifested to men through the Incarnation in the 
union of the two natures (yet comp. John v. 26). The Holy Spirit is spoken 
of as ‘proceeding’ on His Mission to the Church (John xv. 26 note), sent 
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by the Father and by the Son; and taking of that which is the Son’s to 
declare to men (John xiv. 26, xv. 26, xvi. 14; 1 John ii. 20f., 27). The 
truths are stated side by side’in connexion with our creation, redemption, 
sanctification ; and we are enabled to see that they answer in some way, 
which we have no power to determine adequately, to the very Being of 
God as He is in Himself. 
Twoerrors The maintenance of the supreme Sovereignty of One God (povapyia) in 
2 Pe ae this tri-personality has to be guarded against a twofold tendency to error: 
aa ang (1) towards a distinctness in essence between God and Christ (the Father 
Suhellian: and the Son); and (2) towards a confusion of the Persons of the Father 
and the Son and the Spirit. The first error found its typical expression 
in Arianism: the second in Sabellianism. The first has affinities with 
Polytheism by introducing the idea of a subordinate Divinity. The second 
has affinities with Pantheism, as seeing in things transitory manifestations 
of the Person of God. Both rest upon a false Neo-Judaic conception of 
Monotheism. 

The authority of St John has been brought forward in support of each 
of these views: for the first John xiv. 28 (see note, and compare Athanas, 
de Syn. § 28); and for the second John x. 30 (see note, and compare 

The Tertull. adv. Prax. cc. xx. xxii.). It must however be noticed that the 
dualism of great Greek Fathers understood the first passage of the Personal Subor- 
ae dination of the Son as Son to the Father in the one equal and absolute 
of the Son Godhead. And this view, which has been obscured in the West by the 
in Person teaching of Augustine, is of the highest importance; for it leads to the 
not in apprehension of the fitness of the mediatorial and consummative work of — 
essence. the Son. The assumption of humanity and the laying aside of the divine 
conditions of existence by the Son are everywhere spoken of by St John as 
voluntary acts. They correspond therefore to the Being of the Son as 
Son, for we cannot conceive of the Father or of the Spirit as Incarnate. 
In other words the unchanged and unchangeable ‘I’ of the Word, the Son, 
includes either the potentiality or the fact of the Incarnation, the union 
with the finite. 
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O [IPECBYTEPOC EKNEKTI] Kupla Kal TOIS TEK- 


The structure of the letter is simple 
and natural. It consists of (1) the 
salutation (I—3); (2) the counsel and 
warning (4—II1); (3) the conclusion 
(12, 13). Whatever may be the 
interpretation of the individual ad- 
dress in vv. 5, 12, the main part of 
the letter is addressed to more read- 
ers than one (v. 6 jxovcare, mepimathte, 
v. 8 Bdérere Eavrovs, V. 10 mpos vpas, 
v. 12 tpiv, pos vpas, n Xapa vpar). 


1. The Salutation (1—3). 


The salutationis framed on the usual 
type: 6 mpeoBitepos exdexTh Kupia... 
...xapts €Xeos eipyvn mapa Oeod marpés, 
kal rapa "Inood Xpiorod... But this out- 
line is filled up by successive amplifi- 
cations as the apostle dwells on each 
word which he writes in relation to 
the circumstances of the case. In 
this respect the Salutation may be 
compared with that in the Hpistle to 
the Galatians, where in like manner 
St Paul expands his usual formula in 
view of the peculiar condition of the 
Churches which he is addressing. 

I. 6 mpeaBurepos] Senior V. The 
elder, The definite form of the title 
marks the writer as completely iden- 
tified by it. In this connexion there 
can be little doubt that it describes 
not age simply but official position. 
The writer was recognised by the 
receiver of the Hpistle as ‘the Elder,’ 

The title ‘elder’ appears to have 
had special currency in the Asiatic 


Churches, where it was used of a 
particular class. (Papias ap. Huseb. 
HL Ee tik f= Tren: Vo. 33.33 Go 
yet not without a recognition of the 
Apostles as ‘the elders’ in point of 
time (Papias, J. c.). It is easy to see 
why St John would choose such a title, 
which, while it described official posi- 
tion, suggested also a fatherly relation, 
and perhaps even pointed to inter- 
course with Christ (1 Pet. v. 1). For 
the history of the word mpeoBurepos 
see Lightfoot, Philippians, pp. 228 f. 

éxdexty kuplal electe domine V. 
The rendering of the phrase is beset 
by the greatest difficulties. No in- 
terpretation can be accepted as satis- 
factory. 

The difficulty seems to have been 
felt from a very early time. Two dis- 
tinct views have found support, that 
the title describes a person, and that 
it describes a society. 

The first view has been held in 
several different forms. The Latin 
fragments of the Hypotyposes of 
Clement of Alexandria represent the 
letter as written ‘to a certain Baby- 
lonian (comp. 1 Pet. v. 13) Electa by 
name’ (ad quandam Babyloniam E- 
lectam nomine); ‘it signifies how- 
ever’ (that is, this proper name, 
Electa), Clement adds, ‘the election 
of the holy Church. 

Others again (so the [late] Syrian 
version) have regarded Kupia as a 
proper name (‘to the elect Kyria’). 
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vols avTHS, oUs éyw adyarw év dAnOeia, Kal OUK Eyw 

LA \ 5) / 2 \ 

Movos dAAa Kal mavTes ‘vi eryvwKores THY dAnOeav, 701A 
1 kal ovk éys NB vg me the syr.hl: ovk éyw 5é A. 


Such a name is found (see Liicke, 
444n.); butif Kupia were so used here 
it is in the highest degree unlikely 
that St John would have written éx- 
Aextn Kupia, and not Kupia tH ékAexTH 
as ©. 13; 3 John 1; Rom. xvi. 13. 

It has also been supposed that the 
two words form a compound proper 
name (‘to Electa Kyria’), This view 
removes the difficulty of the con- 
struction ; but the combination is at 
least very strange. 

On the other hand it is not easy to 
suppose that the letter was addressed 
to an unnamed person, a single Chris- 
tian ‘lady’ (‘To an elect lady,’ so 
Vulg.); though this is the most 
natural rendering of the text (comp. 
1 Pet. i. 1). 

All these notions of a personal 
address moreover are unsupported 
by such allusions in the letter as 
might be expected to mark an indi- 
vidual relationship. 

Feeling these difficulties many from 
the time of Jerome (Zp. cxxiii. (xi.) 
§ 12 ad Ageruchiam) have taken the 
title, the ‘elect lady, to be applied 
to some particular Christian society 
(Schol. ap. Matt. éxAexrjv Kupiav déyer 
THY év TIL TOm@ exKAnolay ws THY Tod 
Kupiov diwWackariay dxpi8i puddrrov- 
cay...), or even to the whole Church: 
‘to her who is a chosen Lady, a 
Bride of Him who is the Lord.’ But 
of such a use of Kupia no example is 
quoted. 

On the whole it is best to recog- 
nise that the problem of the address 
is insoluble with our present know- 
ledge. It is not unlikely that it con- 
tains some allusion, intelligible under 
the original circumstances, to which 
we have lost the key. But the gene- 
ral tenour of the letter favours the 
opinion that it was sent to a com- 
munity and not to one believer. 


» 


Tots tékxvots av.] natis eius V., her 
children. The phrase can be under- 
stood either literally, 1 Tim. iii. 4; 
or spiritually, 1 Tim. i. 2; Gal. iv. 25. 
Comp. Apoe, ii. 23. The context here 
and the use of the term in ov. 4, 13 
(comp. 3 John 4) favour the spiri- 
tual sense. 

ols ey dy.] whom, mother alike 
and children, ZJove. It seems better 
to take this comprehensive sense than 
to refer the relative to the children 
only. 

The emphasis which is laid upon 
the apostle’s feeling (éya dy.) points 
to some unknown facts (compare 3 
John 5). Both the shorter letters 
imply the existence of divisions in the 
societies to which they were directed ; 
and St John brings his authority to 
bear against those from whom the 
persons addressed may have suf- 
fered. 

ev adnOcia] in truth, that is with 
a feeling which rightly deserves the 
name; see John xvii. 19 note; Col. 
i. 6. 

kal ovK éyd povos...] and not I alone 
(solus V.), a single person, but also 
all that have come to know the truth, 
The love is directed to a character. 
Wherever the character exists, the 
love exists. This is made clear by the 
words which follow. The love felt by 
St John and by those whom he de- 
scribes is felt ‘for the truth’s sake....’ 

povos] Luke xxiv. 18; Hebr. ix. 7 
Contrast 2 Tim. iv. 8 of Hovov uot 
(1 John ii. 2); Rom. iii, 29, 

éyvaxores|] 1 John ii. 3 note. John 
viii, 32. Contrast 1 John ii, 21 ove 
oidare Thy aX. 

tiv ad.] the truth, which is identical 
with Christ’s message (John i. 17), 
and with Christ’s Person (John xiv. 7), 
Comp. 1 John i. 6 note. 

2. The common acknowledgment 
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of the eternal Truth is the certain 
foundation of love. 

dia thy ad.] The words recal év an. 
The Truth makes true love possible. 
This Truth is not said to abide ‘in 
you’ or ‘in them, but ‘in us.” The 
apostle at once identifies himself with 
the whole society of the faithful. 
Compare 2. 5 va dyanépev. 1 John i 
4 (par). 

thy pévovoay ev 1}.] See John iii. 15 
note. 

kat pe? 7. Zora] and with us tt 
shall be. The position of pe 7. em- 
phasises the peculiar privileges of 
those whom St John identifies with 
himself. The change of construction 
from the participle to the finite verb 
(uévoucar ... €orar) answers to a pause 
during which the writer contemplates 
the fact which he has affirmed, and 
then solemnly confirms the fulness of 
his faith in it. Compare 1 John iii 
kal éopéy, i. 2 note. 

pe? Hpav] with us and not only 
in us. The Truth itself has through 
Christ a personal power. Comp. 1 
John iv. 17. The different relations 
of the Paraclete to believers are de- 
scribed in John xiv. 16 f by pera, 
qapd, €v. 

eis tov aiéva] See 1 John ii. 17 
note. 

3. eorar peb” ypdr...] There shall 
be with us......This unique form of 
salutation seems to have been deter- 
mined by the preceding clause (p< 
jpaov ora): ‘with us truth shall be 
...yes, there shall be with us...’ The 
wish passes into assurance. In the 
Epistles of St Paul no verb is express- 
ed in the salutation (e.g. 1 Thess. i. 
1, xapis vu kat elpyvy). In 1, 2 


Peter, Jude mAnduvGein is added (1 . 


Pet.i. 1 xdpis viv Kal eipyyy 76.) 


3 éo. wed” judy (Judy me): om, A. 


Tapa 


ped nuav] v. 2. The readers are 
identified with the writer. 

xap. 2d. ep.) The succession ‘ grace, 
mercy, peace’ marks the order from 
the first motion of God to the final 
satisfaction of man. ‘ Mercy’ defines 
as it were the manifestation of the 
divine ‘grace’ and prepares for the 
restoration of ‘peace’ to man’s disor- 
dered life. 

The same combination occurs in 
salutations in 1 Tim. i. 1; 2 Tim. i. 2. 
Xdprs kal epyjyn is found in Apoc. 1. 45 
1 Pet.i. 2; 2 Pet. i.2, and in all the 
other Epistles of St Paul. In St Jude 
2 the salutation is ZAeos Kal eipyvy Kat 
ayarn. 

xdpis @deos...] The word yapis oc- 
curs elsewhere in St John only in 
John i, 14, 16, 17; Apoc. i. 4; Xxil. 
21; and the absence of the cognate 
forms (yapiCouar, xdpicza) from his 
writings is worthy of notice. "EXeos 
is not found elsewhere in his writings 
nor yet édceiv. 

In regard to the divine action 
‘grace’ points to the absolute free- 
dom of God’s love in relation to man’s 
helplessness to win it ; and ‘mercy’ to 
His tenderness towards man’s misery. 

elpjyn] John xiv. 27; Xvi. 33; XX. 
19, 21, 26. The peace which is the 
gift of ‘the God of peace’ (1 Thess. v. 
23; Rom. xv. 33; XVi. 20; Phil. iv. 9; 
Heb. xiii. 20) answers to, all the dis- 
harmonies of being in man himself, in 
his relation to his fellow-men and to 
God, and in creation generally. Com- 
pare especially Rom. viii. 6; Eph. ii. 
14 ff. 

napa...tapa...] The repetition of 
the preposition in such a form is 
unique. It serves to bring out dis- 
tinctly the twofold personal relation 
of man to the Father and to the Son. 
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Elsewhere in parallel cases the pre- 
position used is always dé: e. g. Rom. 
1.7; 1 Cor. i. 3, &c. Comp. 2 Tim. 
i, 18, 
Gcod marpos| God the Father: more 
-commonly God our Father (6. x. 
nov), eg. Rom. i. 7; 1 Cor, i. 3 &e. 
Comp. 1 Tim. i. 2; 2 Tim.i. 25 Tit. 1. 
4; Eph. vi. 23; Col. iii. 17. Special 
stress is laid upon the revelation of 
God in this absolute character. Comp. 
v 9. 

"I, Xp. rod viov rov 7.) The phrase 
is unique. It seems to have been 
chosen to connect the revelation of 
the Father as definitely as possible 
with the Son. Comp. 1 John ii, 22 f.; 
and 1 Johni. 3; Col. i. 13. 

év dX. kai dy.| The threefold divine 
gift is realised perfectly both in regard 
to thought and in regard to action. 
Truth and love describe an intellec- 
tual harmony and a moral harmony ; 
and the two correspond with each 
other according to their subject- 
matter. Love is truth in human action ; 
and truth is love in regard to the 
order of things. 

The combination is not found else- 
where. 


2. Counsel and warning (4—11), 


The rise of false teachers, who seem 
to have affected superior knowledge 
(v. 9 mpodyer), and neglected moral 
duties (comp. 1 John ii. 4), leads St 
John to emphasise the duty of active 
love, which is the sum of the divine 
commandments (4—7); and then to 
insist upon the necessity of guarding 
inviolate ‘the teaching of Christ, the 


"Inood AB vg the: +xvuplov I. SN me syr.hl. Tov 
4 €daBouev : €aBov N. 


mapa: amo A. 


historic Gospel which conveys the re- 
velation of ‘the Father and the Son.’ 

4—7. Past faithfulness is made the 
foundation for the apostle’s counsel 
(v. 4). He enjoins practical love be- 
cause deceivers have arisen who by 
denying the coming of Jesus Christ 
in flesh deprive earthly life of its 
divine significance (5—7). 

4. éxdpny...6re edpnxal TL rejoiced 
.. that I have found.... The joy is 
referred to its initial moment: the 
ground of it still continues. 

For the precedence given to the 
expression of joy compare St Paul’s 
thanksgivings : 1 Thess. i. 2; 2 Thess. 
i. 3; 1 Cor. i. 45~Rom, iS; Plaka. 
3f.; Eph.i. 16; Col. i.3; Philem. 4. 

evpnxa] Comp. 3 John 3; and John 
i. 44, note. 

ek tavt.o.] V. de filiis tuis. Some 
of thy children. For éx see John xvi. 
tyes 

The words appear to refer to an 
experience of the writer in some other 
place than that to which the ‘ Lady’ 
belonged. 

mepur. ev ad. Kabds...] walking in 
truth even as... The phrase (sepum. 
ev ad. 3 John 3) is not identical with 
walking in the truth (repur. ev th 
aX. 3 John 4). Comp. John xvii. 17, 
19. It describes the general cha- 
racter of the life as conducted ‘in 
truth,’ really and in very deed in a 
certain fashion, even after the com- 
mandment of God. 

evr. eaB.] John x. 18; Acts xvii. 
15; Col. iv. ro. 

mapa tov m.] from the Father in 
the Person of Christ. The preposition 
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(v. 3) marks the directness of the 
divine injunction : Apoc. ii. 27. 

5. Kat viv] and now, looking back 
upon that former feeling (v. 4) of joy... 
The words may mark simply a logical 
connexion : 1 John ii. 28. 

epoTo] I pray thee, in the exer- 
cise of the full privilege of Christian 
fellowship. Comp. 1 John y. 16, note. 
The request is directly personal and 
not a general exhortation (aapaxadé). 
It is remarkable that the words sapa- 
kaXeiy, rapdxAnors, do not occur in the 
writings of St John. The singular 
address (cé) occurs again in v. 13. 
In the intermediate verses the plural 
is used. 

ovx os évt....] not as writing a new 
commandment... Comp. 1 John ii. 7. 

eixapnev] we had. Contrast 1 John 
ii. 7 ye had. Throughout the apostle 
identifies himself with those to whom 
he is writing, Christian with Chris- 
tians. 

iva dyarépev...] that we love... The 
words seem to depend upon Z pray 
thee (John xvii. 15), the intervening 
clause being parenthetical. The apo- 
stle includes himself in the object of 
his prayer (that we, not that ye). It 
is possible that the form in which the 
request is thus shaped is occasioned 
by the reference to ‘the command 
which we had.’ 

épotd ce...iva... |\Ipray thee...that... 
The infinitive and a final particle are 
both used by St John after eporay: 
(1) infin. John iv. 40 || Luke v. 3 ; viii. 
37; Acts iil. 3; x. 48; xvi. 39;° xviii. 
ZOSUSXAl er Onek Lhe Vales (2) 


5 yodd~uv co caw B the: kaw yp. co. NA vg me. 
GAG: + évrodjv N (+an old commandment syr.hl). 

N* (by the omission of a line of the archetype in copying). 
+avrou N. 


6 avrod: + ‘va Kabes’ 


7 évt. é. AB (vg) 


John iy. 47; xix. 31, 38|| Mk. vii. 26; 
Luke vii. 36 (vii. 3; xi. 37 dmas) ; Xvi. 
27 (Acts xxiii. 20 das). 

6. The two thoughts of ‘command- 
ment’ and ‘love’ are taken up in the 
inverse order: ‘this is love,’ ‘this is 
the commandment.’ In treating them 
St John appears to reason in a circle. 
‘Love, he says, ‘is the effort to walk 
according to the divine command- 
ments’; and again, ‘ The divine com- 
mandment is the effort to walk in 
love. The key to this difficulty lies 
in the difference between ‘command- 
ments’ and ‘commandment. Love 
strives to realise in detail every 
separate expression of the will of 
God. Thesummary expression of the 
will of God is that men should walk 
in love, the spirit of sons (1 John 
rive 10) 

kat arn é€. 1 ay.] And thisis love... 
The description of love is simply 
joined to the request to realise it: 
1 Johny. 4, 11. ‘Love’ is left com- 
pletely undefined. Love to God and 
love. to man are not finally distin- 
guished. Comp. 1 John iii. 16; iv. 
10, 16—18. 

avry...wa...] See 1 John v. 3, note. 

mepim. Kata Tas €. av.| walk accord- 
ing to... Compare Mk. vii. 5 eps. 
Kata thy mapadoow...; 2 Cor. xX. 2; 
Rom. viii. 4 kara odpxa (rvedpa) reper; 
Rom. xiv. 15 xara dydmnv repum.; 1 
Cor. iii. 3 Kara’ dvOpwroy repir. Hlse- 
where the construction is mepur. év (I 
John i. 6, note). The two construc- 
tions stand side by side 2 Cor. x. 2f. 

aitn 7 evr. é...|this is the command- 
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ment which gathers up in one the 
many commandments. Compare 1 
John iii. 22, 23. The change of order 
from the first clause is significant 
(avrn eat. 7 dy. adTn 7 evr. €.). 

nkovoare...mepimarnre...| ye heard 
...ye walk... The second person is re- 
’ quired by the definite reference to the 
first teaching of the Church; 1 John 
ii. 7, note, 

tva év avr mepin.| that ye walk in 
at, that is i love, which is the main 
subject of the sentence (comp. Eph. 
v. 2). No adequate sense is gained by 
supplying in the commandment (in 
eo V., sc. mandato). The complete 
identification of the life of love with 
the fulfilment of all the command- 
ments of God is characteristic of St 
John: 1 John y. 2, 3. 

7. The peril which arises from 

false teachers moves St John to stir 
believers to the active exercise of love 
one with the other. Love so realised 
is a safeguard against error. On the 
other hand the failure to realise the 
Lord’s true humanity in the present 
imperils the love of man for man. 
There is a passage here from ‘love’ to 
‘truth’ (v. 3 év dd. Kal dy.). 
. mravot| seductores V., deceivers. 
Comp. 1 John ii. 26 of mAavavres. 
1 Tim. iv. 1 mvevpace mravors. 2 Cor. 
vi. 8 os mAavor; Matt. xxvii. 63. 

e&jdOav] went out. The tense (1 
John ii. 19) appears to mark a parti- 
cular crisis. They went out from the 
bosom of the Christian society to fulfil 
their work. 

TodXol...o8 py ouor.] The partici- 
pial clause does not only assert a 


mepimaryre : mepurarnonre . 


7 é&nOav: elonrOov S. 


definite fact as to these deceivers (ovx 
opodoyodrres), but marks the character 
of the class (comp. 1 John iv. 3): 
“even they that confess not.’ See Mk. 
XY. 4I dAXaz woAAal ai cuvavaBacat. 

of pn op.| they who confess not... 
The frank and open confession of the 
truth is required. Not to make con- 
fession, even when this does not take 
the form of denial, becomes practically 
identical with it. Comp. John i. 20; 
1 John iy. 2, 3. 

"I, Xp. épx. év o.| Jesus Christ com- 
ing in flesh. The thought centres 
upon the present perfection of the 
Lord’s Manhood which 7s still, and is 
to be manifested, and not upon the 
past fact of His coming, 1 John iv. 2 
(€AndvOora): I John vy. 6 (6 edOdr). 
Comp. John xiv. 3, note; i 9 Fr— 
epxouevov. Apoc. xxii. 20. Cf 7 
opyn n px. I Thess. i. 10; Col. iii. 6. 

ovrds éotiv...| thisis... The general 
description is individualised. He that 
offers this character is the deceiver— 
the typical deceiver—and the anti- 
christ. We might perhaps look for 
other marks: these .are decisive. 
Comp. v. 9; 1 John ii. 22; v. 6, 20. 

6 avrixp.| the antichrist, of whom 
the readers had already heard. 1 John 
ii. 18, note. 

The idea of the ‘ deceiver’ is mainly 
relative to men: that of ‘antichrist’ 
to the Lord. 

8,9. The action of false teachers 
imposes upon believers the duty of 
self-examination. The danger which 
they embody is internal as well as ex- 
ternal. There must be a careful watch 
within; and this necessity is shewn to 
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be more urgent by the consideration 
that what seems and claims to be pro- 
gress may be fatal error. 

Biérere éavt.] Videte vosmet ip- 
sos V., look to yourselves that... Mark 
xili. 9 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 10, 

iva pt) drron....] ne perdatis V....that 
ye may not lose (or destroy) what we 
wrought, the manifold results of our 
labours among you, which were as 
talents entrusted to your charge for 
use. 

For the confidence of the apostle 
see 1 John iv. 6; but the word jpya- 
odyueOa appears to refer to the apo- 
stolic teachers generally. 

GXN drok.] accipiamus V., but may 
recewve, receive back, from the Great 
Judge... Comp. Luke vi. 34, xv. 27, 
Xvi. 25, xxiii. 41; Rom. i. 27; Gal. iv. 
5 (non accipiamus sed recipiamus, 
Aug.). 

pic. mr.] mercedem plenam V., a 
Full reward, in which no one element 
is wanting (Ruth ii. 12, uxx, &c.). 
Comp. Mk. iv. 28 mA. ciros ; 2 Chron. 
XV. 17 kapdia md. (DO¥). For the idea 
of pices see Apoc. xi. 18; xxii. 12; 
John iv. 36 ; Matt. v. 12 and parallels; 
1 Cor. iii. 8. ' 

9. mas 6 mpodyov kal p. p.] omnis 
quiprecedit etnonm.V., every onethat 
goeth forward and abideth not... every 
one that advances in bold confidence 
beyond the limits set to the Christian 
Faith. True progress includes the 
past. These false teachers proposed 
to enter on new regions of truth 


drodécauey...d elpyacdueda ... droddBumev &. 
9 Tpodyw NAB vg me the: rapaBalywr S. 
(as the copyist looked back three lines in the archetype to mpodywv). 
Tov @. Kat Tov vi. NB me the syr.hl: rév vi. Kat Tov 
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leaving the old. The two charac- 
teristics are taken together (6 mp. cat 
pa) po). 

pévev év] abideth in... John viii. 31; 
2 Tim. iii. 14. 

ev Th Od. rod xp.] in the doctrine of 
Christ, the doctrine which Christ 
brought, and which He brought first 
in His own person, and then through 
His followers (Hebr. ii. 3). This sense 
seems better than the doctrine of 
(concerning) the Christ, and the usage 
of the N.T. is uniformly in favour of 
it: Apoe. ii. 14, 15; John xviii. 19; 
Acts ii: 42. ‘H 8&6. is used abso- 
lutely (as below) in Tit. i. 9 (Rom. xvi. 
17). 

6. ovk exer] hath not God, Whom he 
claims to know more perfectly. Comp. 
1 John ii. 23 (ovdé) note. 

6 pévev...ovros...| The pronoun em- 
phasises the definition given. Comp. 
John vi. 46, vii. 18, xv. 5. Faithful 
continuance in ‘the doctrine’ brings a 
living possession of God as He is re- 
vealed in the fulness of His Fatherly 
relation in ‘the Father and the Son.’ 
The change from the abstract title 
‘God’ in the former clause is signi- 
ficant. Comp. 1 Johnii. 22 f. 

Io, 11. Not only is there danger 
within, but false teaching may come 
from without under a friendly guise. 
The confession of the revelation in ‘the 
Father and the Son’ is the indis- 
pensable test of fellowship. 

10, et tis &pxera...] If any one 
cometh... The form of expression is 
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not found elsewhere in the Epistles 
or Gospel of St John. It assumes the 
case, and does not simply regard it as 
possible (édv ris). By ‘cometh’ is to 
be understood an official ‘coming.’ 
St John is not dealing with the casual 
visit of a stranger but with that of a 
teacher who claims authority. 

mpos tas] ‘the lady and her chil- 
dren’ vv. I, 12. 

ravr. tr. &. od p.] and beareth not 
as his message, this doctrine of Christ 
which declares the Father and the 
Son, the decisive revelation of the 
Gospel. For ¢épe compare John 
KViii. 29; Acts xxv. 18; 2 Pet. il, 11. 
See also 2 Pet. i. 17, 18, 21; 1 Pet. i. 
13. The negative is not affected by 
ei, because it goes closely with the 
verb. 

py AapB....] nolite recipere...nec ave 
et dixeritis V., receive him not...and 
give him no greeting.... These words 
are to be interpreted with the limita- 
tion suggested by the character of the 
‘coming’: ‘Do not receive such a 
teacher as one who can: justly claim 
the privilege of Christian hospitality 
asa brother; and do not even welcome 
him with a greeting of sympathy.’ In 
the N. T. xaipew is always used of the 
greeting of first address (Acts xv. 23, 
xxiii. 26; James i. 1); otherwise the 
context would perhaps suggest that 
the thought here is of the greeting of 
farewell: ‘Do not entertain such a 
one: do not send him on his way with 
good wishes.” Clement adds: arbi- 
tror autem quia et orare cum talibus 
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non oportet, quoniam in oratione quee 
fit in domo postquam ab orando sur- 
gitur salutatio gaudii est et pacis in- 
dicium (Fragm. Hypotyp. p. 1011 P.). 
Whatever may be thought of the ap- 
plication the picture of family devo- 
tion is of singular interest. 

II. Kowovei tT. @...] communicat 
operibus illius malignis V. Comp. 
1 Tim. v. 22. The word kowovew 
implies more than participation in the 
definite acts. It suggests fellowship 
with the character of which they are- ~ 
the outcome. 

tots @....rois mov.| Comp. 1 John ii. 
7 note. John iii. 19; 1 John iii. 12; 
Col. i. 21; 2 Tim. iv. 18. 


3. The conclusion (12, 13). 


The main request and the main 
warning have been spoken. Other 
subjects St John reserves for a per- 
sonal interview. A general saluta- 
tion closes the letter. Comp. 3 John 
13—I5. 

12. 7. &. tpiv yp.) The pronoun (oe. 
10) stands in a position of emphasis 
(contrast 3 John 13): the special cir- 
cumstances of those addressed sug- 
gested topics to the apostle. 

ovk €Bovad.] nolui V., I would not 
communicate them.... The aorist re- 
gards the letter as complete: the de- 
cision is made. Comp. 1 John ii. 14 
note. Some general word such as 
‘communicate’ must be supplied from 
‘write.’ 

dud x. Kal wed.] per chartam et atra- 
mentum V. Jer. xxxvi. 18. 
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GAG EXer. y. mp. b.] spero enim me 
Suturum apud vos V., but I hope to 
be present with you. The delay in 
the communication was to be but 
brief. For yev. mp.v. see 1 Cor. ii. 3; 
XVi. 10, 

oroua mpds oropal face to face, 
mp-by mB (Num. xii. 8, xx. ordua 
kata oropa). Comp. I Cor. xiii. 12. 

iva 7 x: 0. 7 Twemr.] that your joy 
may be fulfilled. Comp. 1 John i. 4 
note. 

13. dom. oe.] v5. The singular 
pronoun answers to ris ddeAdis. 


vuov AB yg me: judy N syr.hl (my the). 
13 €xNexTHs: +éunv S syr-hl. 
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THs ad. THs éxd.] I John ii. 7 note. 
The adj. éxAexrds is found in St John’s 
writings elsewhere only in v. 1 and 
Apoe. xvii, 14. The verb exréyeo Oar 
occurs in the Gospel: vi. 70; xiii. 18; 
xy. 16, 19. 


No sure argument as to the indi- 
vidual or corporate interpretation of 
kupia (0. 1) can be drawn from the oc- 
currence of ra réxva rs dd. without 7 
adedpyn. On the whole however the 
general tenour of v. 13 seems to favour 
the corporate view. 
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The letter is marked throughout by 
personal circumstances, and is broken 
up into short paragraphs which are 
severally suggested by these. After 
the salutation (v. 1) St John (1) ex- 
presses in general terms his joy at the 
tidings of Gaius which he hears (2— 
4); and (2) specially approves his 
hospitality towards missionary bre- 
thren (5—8). In contrast with this 
generosity (3) he condemns the ambi- 
tious self-assertion of Diotrephes (9, 
10); and then (4) gives his witness in 
favour of Demetrius (11, 12); and so 
(5) concludes (13—1I5). 


1. The salutation. 


The salutation stands in contrast by 
its brevity with the salutations in the 
other personal letters of the New Tes- 
tament. The wish of blessing is trans- 
posed in another form to the following 
verse. 

I. 6 mpeoBurepos| 2 John I note. 

Taig r@ ay.|] to Gaius the beloved. 
The name ‘Gaius’ (Caius) occurs Acts 
xix. 29 (a ‘Macedonian’); xx. 4 (‘of 
Derbe’); 1 Cor. i. 14 (a Corinthian) ; 
Rom. xvi. 23 (a Corinthian). There 
is nothing to identify this Gaius with 
any one of these. Another is men- 
tioned as having been made bishop 
of Pergamum by St John (Const. Ap. 
vii. 46). The position which Gaius 
occupied in the church to which he 
belonged is not shown by the letter. 


W. 


The epithet ‘beloved’ is afterwards 
used as a title of address (vv. 2, 5, 11). 
It occurs several times in salutations 
of St Paul: Rom. xvi. 12; Philem. 1 
(‘the beloved’); Rom. xvi. 5, 8, 9 (‘my 
beloved’); 2 Tim. i. 2 (‘my beloved 
child ’). 

ov éyo dy.| whom I love. The em- 
phatic personal pronoun (2 John 1) 
seems to point to some gainsayers 
with whom the apostle contrasts him- 
self. Compare ‘thou’ (cv) in 2. 3. 

év adnO.| in truth. Comp. 2 John 
I note. év adyeia dyama o kata Kv- 
ploy dyareyv (Gicumen.). 


2. The teacher’s joy (2—4). 


St John, having much ground for 
sorrow and disappointment, begins 
with the expression of joy (comp. 2 
John 4). Some of his own children 
(comp. 2 John /.c.), Gaius among them, 
were loyal to the Truth. He could wish 
him nothing better than that all his 
circumstances should correspond to 
his spiritual progress. 

The salutation is completed, after 
the common model, in v. 1. The se- 
cond verse adds what corresponds to 
the fuller Christian greeting (2 John 
3). 

2. ayamnré] carissime V. (vv. 5, 11). 
For the use of the plural see 1John 
ii. 7 note. 

mept 1, edx. oe €v0d....] de omnibus 
orationem facto prospere te ingredi 
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(at the end of a line). 


V..... In all things I pray that thou 
mayest be prosperous... The phrase 
mept mavrov is remarkable. It may 
go with evodoicGa: or with the sen- 
tence generally (comp. i Cor. xvi. 
1). The sense ‘above all things’ is 
not justified by any parallel in the 
N. T. or txx.; and the context points 
to a contrast between ‘the soul’ and 
other things. The thought appears 
to be of the public and social work of 
Gaius as distinguished from his per- 
sonal progress, though vyaivew may 
point to some illness. 

evxyouar| The word is rare in N.T. : 
2 Cor. xiii. 7, 9; Acts xxvVi. 29; xxvii. 
Zo: 

evod. kal vyraivew] The elements of 
progress and vigour are combined. 
For evododcbac see 1 Cor. xvi. 2; 
Rom. i. 10. In St Paul vysaive is 
always used metaphorically of sound 
doctrine; but it occurs in the literal 
sense of sound health in St Luke: v. 
Sil Vil, sO} XVn 217 

Kabos...\rvxn| sicut prospere agit 
anima tua V. Wvxyn expresses here 
the principle ofthe higher life (‘ soul’) 
(Hebr. vi. 19, x. 39, xili. 17; 1 Pet. ii. 
11, iy. 19). The nearest approach to 
this sense elsewhere in St John’s 
writings is John xii. 27 (x. 24). In 
other places he uses it only of the 
principle of the ‘ natural’ life. 

3. éxdpnv yap...| Comp. 2 John 4. 
The joy which the apostle felt at the 
tidings of the action of Gaius is given 
in explanation of his far-reaching wish 
for his welfare, and not only as an 
assurance of his spiritual well-being. 
The words evidently point to some 
difficulties from false teaching which 
Gaius had boldly met, though as yet 
the issue of his work was uncertain. 


4 werCoTepav 


paprupotyrwy ; waprupow B 


épxou. a.] when brethren came not 
on one occasion only (é€Adovrwy) but 
from time to time, though all these 
visits belonged definitely to the past 
(exdpnv). The words give a vivid pic- 
ture of continued troubles even in the 
apostolic church. 

adehpov] vv. 5,10. Comp. 1 John 
iii, 14 addit. note. 

papt. o. TH ad.| testimonium per- 
hibentibus veritati tuce V., bore wit- 
ness to thy truth, attested the perfect 
and sincere loyalty with which you 
maintain the fulness of the Christian 
faith in life. Christian thought and 
Christian action are inseparable. 

kaos ov...| even as thou walkest 
in truth, truly. Comp. 2 John 4. * 
The emphatic pronoun (cv) suggests 
a contrast with others, as (for exam- 
ple) Diotrephes. Gaius walked not 
only in word but really (év ddné. 1 
John iii. 18) according to the standard 
of the Christian revelation (ev 77 dX. 
‘in the Truth’). The clause seems to 
be one of those personal comments 
in which St John pausing on what is - 
written, as it were, thinks aloud: 
‘They witnessed to thy truth; yes, 
and when the vision of vain profes- 
sions rises before me I know that 
thou at least livest indeed as thou 
teachest,’ 

4. perCorépav...xapw, iva...] majo- 
rem horum non habeo gratiam quam 
ut...V. I have no greater grace 
—favour from God—than these ti- 
dings, that I may hear... The plural 
rovrev ‘these things’ does not refer 
to what follows (‘that I may hear’) 
but to what precedes, the manifold 
testimonies which St John received of 
the courageous resolution with which 
Gaius maintained the Truth in the 
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TOUTWY OUK exw xa, iva dxovw Ta éua Téxva év Th 
sities mepimarovvra. 5 LTS TieTOV 
Rages 0 éav epyaon eis TOUS adehpous Kal TOUTO Eevous, 


Sor EuapTupnoav @ou TH ayarn €VWITLOV exkAnolas, ous 


4 TovTwy ovk &. x. NAB: rodrwv x. otk & C. éxw: éxwyv B*, Xap 
B vg me: yapav SNAC the. TH ad. ABO*: om Tq SN. 5 épyaon: épydvy A. 
kat Touro NABC vg me the gyrr: kat els To's S. 6 ods: ov B*, 


face of difficulties. The end assured 


by such tidings was the open acknow- 
ledgment of the fidelity of disciples 
(‘that so I may hear’). Even if St 
John had himself no doubt of the 
fact, it would be a joy to know that it 
was also observed by others. For the 
construction see John xy. 13 note. 

éxo xdpw] The word ydpis is very 
rare in St John (2 John 3note). Here 
it expresses the Divine favour in a 
concrete form. So it is used of the 
gracious gift of men: I Cor. xvi. 3. 
‘To have grace’ (or oe grace ”) here 
corresponds with ‘ giving’ (Rom. xii. 
6, &c.) and ‘ receiving’ grace (Rom. i. 
5). "Exe xdpwv is used elsewhere in 
different constructions and ‘senses: 
exe xapw tii Luke xvii. 9 ; 1 Tim. i. 
125 €. x. mpos tiva Acts ii. 47. 

For the form pe:(orepos compare 
eAaxtotorepos Eph. iii. 8. 

Ta ena t.]| mine own children 
(Philem. 10), not simply ra réxva pov. 
Those Christians to whom the apostle 
‘had been the human author of spi- 
ritual life: 1 Cor. iv. 14,17; 1 Tim. i. 
2, &e.; 2 Johni. 13. Texvia, the title 
of affection, would be used of all to 
whom he at present stood in the po- 
sition of father : 1 John ii. 1, note. 

év TH GN. mepur. | The phrase is not 
found elsewhere in N. T. Comp. ev 76 
OK. (ev TH ox.) w. 1 Johni. 63 ii, 11; 
ev T@ pati mr. I Johni. 7; ev ose ie 
dydny) 7. 2 John 6. For the image 
see I John i. 6, note, 


3. The duty of generosity to the 
brethren (5—8). 
Gaius appears to have incurred the 
displeasure of some in his Church 


by entertaining strange brethren. St 
John emphatically approves what he 
had done, and enforces such hospi- 
tality as a Christian duty. 

In this brief notice we have a vivid 
sketch of the work and of the difficul- 
ties of the first ‘Evangelists’; Eph. 
iv. 11. 

morov m.] jfideliter facis V. The 
phrase is commonly interpreted : ‘thou 
doest a faithful work,’ a work which 
answers to thy faith : so Gicum, dévov 
miotou avipés. No parallel is quoted 
in support of such a sense of mords. 
The more natural rendering is rather 
‘thou makest sure’;. that is, such an 
act will not be lost, will not fail of its 
due issue and reward (Apoc. xxi. 5). 
This sense falls in well with the context 
(comp. Apoc. xiv. 13), and explains 
the use of the two verbs zroveiy, épya- 
Ceo Oat, which are combined also in 
Col. iii. 23. 

o éay épy.| The indefinite form (é 
éav as contrasted with 6) marks the 
variety of service. For épydfouai see 
John vi. 28, ix. 4; and for éepy. ds, 
Matt. xxvi. Io. 

kat touto &] et hoc in...V., and 
strangers withal. The fact that this 
detail is emphasised in the commenda- 
tion of the hospitality of Gaius seems 
to imply that it had been made the 
occasion of unjust blame. For xai 
Touro compare I Cor. vi. 6; Phil. i. 
28; Eph. ii. 8. Viewed rightly the 
fact that these brethren were stran- 
gers gave them a more pressing claim 
upon the common ties of brotherhood. 

6. ot éwapr....] Those who in one par- 
ticular case experienced the habitual 
hospitality of Gaius bore open testi- 
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cad U - , os aA 6 A ag ae ‘ ‘ 

Kadws omoes mporéeuyas a€iws Tov Oeour ‘Umep yap 

cod peedtZ 9G Ee A / > A ~ 
Tou odvopatos éF7jA\Oay~ undev AapBavovtes ato TwY 
2 ~ 8-¢ =~ > > / e , \ 
€Ovxav. *pets ovv ddethopev VrrohapPave Tous Tot- 

, 4 \ if GaP , P 
ovTous, iva cuvepyot ywopela TH adnOeia. 


mores mporéupas: mownras mporéupes C (lat). 
eOvixav: éOvav S. 
adnbela NBC vg: éxkAynolig N*A. 


eae, eae a 
amo Tay: om. Tay C. 
yuvapeba: yuvoueda C. 


mony to his character in a public as- 
sembly of the church where the writer 
was, gathered together, as it may seem, 
to receive their report: comp. Acts 
xiv. 26ff. For évdmiov éxkd. (not ris 
€xkd.) Compare év éxkd. I Cor. Xiv. 
19, 35. 3 évcvvaywy John vi. 59, xviii. 
20, 

ods kK. m. mpotrépas] guos benefa- 
ciens deduces (benefacies ducens) V. 
Those who had before found help 
from Gaius now again required it for 
a special work. The future implies a 
wish which, it is assumed, will at once 
be fulfilled. Comp. Rom. vi. 14. For 
nporreuas see Acts xv. 3; Tit. iii. 13. 
The latter passage suggests that the 
word includes some provision for the 
journey as well as sympathetic attend- 
ance: Acts xxi. 3. St John regards 
the act in its completeness (rpoméu- 
was) and not in process (mporépurev). 
This makes the combination of the 
aor. and fut. natural. 

kados rou.] Acts x. 33; James ii. 8 
(ig)ee2 Bet. 1.19; 4 Cor wi, 37£5 
Phil. iv. 14. 

dé r. 6.] worthily of their dedica- 
tion to the service of God: John xiii. 
20. Comp. 1 Thess. ii. 12; Col. i 10, 
a&, Tov Kupiov. 

7, wep yap tT. ov.| pro nomine 
enim V., for the Name’s sake, that is, 
to make the Name better known: 
Rom. i. 5. 

‘The Name’ is used absolutely Acts 
v. 4 (comp. v 40 él r@ ov. “Incod). 
Comp. James ii. 7. It is also found 
in the letters of Ignatius : ad Eph. 7 75 
dvopa mepupéepew : ad Philad. 10 Sofdoa 
To dvona. Comp. ad Eph, 3 «i...dé- 


4 dvbuaros: +atrod Elz. 
8 drohapBdvew : drokauBavew S-. 


deuat év 7 dvopars ovmw amanpticpat ev 
"Incod Xpiors. From the contexts it 
is evident that ‘the Name’ is ‘ Jesus 
Christ,’ or, as it is written at length, 
‘ Jesus Christ, the Son of God’ (John 
Xx. 31; 1 Johniv. 15). This ‘Name’ 
is in essence the sum of the Christian 
Creed (comp. 1 Cor. xii. 3 ; Rom. x. 9). 

With the absolute use of ‘the 
Name’ may be compared the abso- 
lute use of ‘the Way ;’ Acts ix. 2, xix. 
On 235 XdV2 2. 

See Additional Note. 

e&nAbav| profectt sunt V., they went 
Jorth from some Church, well known 
to the Apostle and Gaius, on a mission 
of Truth, as others went forth on a 
mission of error (2 John 7; 1 John ii. 
19). Comp. Acts xy. 40. 

pndev Aap B....] taking nothing as 
their habitual rule. This trait is given 
not as a simple fact (ovdév AapB.), but 
as a mark of character. These teachers 
refused to receive hospitality from 
Gentiles who were unconverted.. Many 
reasons may have recommended such 
arnle. St Paul alludes frequently to 
difficulties which arose even from that 
reasonable provision by the Church 
which St John here claims: 1 Thess. 
ii. 6 ff. ; 1 Cor.ix. 14 f ; 2 Cor. xii. 16 ff 
For AaB. ars see Matt. xvii. 25. 

ard Tov eOv.| a gentilibus (genti- 
bus) V., from the Gentiles to whom 
they carried the Gospel. The form 
used (e€@vxos) describes character ra- 
ther than mere position: Matt. v. 47, 
vi. 7, xviii. 17. It does not seem to 
be found in the Lxx. 

8. nets ovv...] We therefore, as 
fellow Christians, ought (are bound, 
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"Eypariha te tH éxxAnola’ aAN 6 hirorpwrevwr 


aitav Awtpépns ovKx émidéxeTat 1mas. 


9 éypaya N*AC: 2ypava dy N° vg syrr: éeypawas B. 


SNe vg syrr. 


1 John ii. 6 note) fo receive (support) 
such. The word vaodauBavew (sus- 
cipere V.) gives the notion of wel- 
coming with hospitable support. 

iva ovr. yw. TH ad.] Ut cooperato- 
res simus veritatis V. The phrase is 
ambiguous. The fellowship may be 
either with the teachers: ‘that we 
may be fellow-workers with them in 
support of the truth’; or with the 
truth, the substance of their teaching: 
‘that we may help the truth which is 
_ effective through them.’ The word 
cuvepyos is not used elsewhere in the 
N.T. or uxx with the dat. It is 
used with the gen. of the person with 
whom the worker cooperates (¢.g. 
Rom. xvi. 21 6 cuv. pov, I Cor. ii. 9 
Ocod suvepyoi), and with the gen. of 
the object, I Cor. iii, 9 cuvepyol tis 
xapas, 1 Mace. xiv. 5. It is also used 
with eis (Col. iv. 11 cuv. eis THY Baci- 
Aefav) and mpos (2 Mace. viil. 7 mpos 
Tas...emuBouhas au.) of the object. 
The verb is used with the dat. of that 
which is helped, James ii. 22 ovvnpyet 
trois épyos, 1 Mace. xii. 1; and this 
construction is sufticient to support 
the connexion of ovv. with r7 ad. 


4. The temporary triumph of 
ambition (9, 10). 


As yet St John had not succeeded in 
removing the opposition from which 
Gaius suffered; but he makes it clear 
that the issue cannot be doubtful. 

9. eypaya te] scripsissem forsitan 
V., I wrote a few words. The use of 
ve to express ‘something of import- 
ance’ is foreign to the N.T. and un- 
suitable to the context. St John 
treats his letter lightly. The letter, 
which may be regarded as the type of 
a class, has not been preserved. To 
escape from the difficulty supposed to 


\ lod 
1°01a TOUTO, 


éyp. Te: OM. TL 


be involved in the loss of an apostolic 
letter several early authorities intro- 
duced a (as V.). 

Th ekkAdnoia] to the Church to which 
Gaius belonged, as well as now to 
Gaius himself. St John had by this 
time heard that his letter had for the 
present failed. This is the only pas- 
sage in his Hpistles (v. 6 is different) 
in which St John speaks of ‘a Church.’ 
The word éxkAynoia does not occur 
in his Gospel. In the Apocalypse (as 
here) ‘the Church’ is always used of 
the special society in a particular 
place (comp. Apoc. xxii. 16 émt rats 
éxkAnolas); so that St John nowhere 
gives a distinct expression to the 
thought worked out in Eph. i. 22, v. 
23 ff.; though he records the gift of 
its new life, John xx. 21 ff 

6 pidompar. A.] is qui amat prima- 
tum gerere in tis D.V., he that loveth 
to have the preeminence among (or 
over) them.... The word irA6rpertos 
occurs in late Greek (Polyb. Plut.), but 
pirorpeorevery is not quoted from any 
other passage. The idea of mpareveu 
governs the gen. avroy, which answers 
to 7 ékkAnoia (comp. I Cor. i. 2 7H 
éxkr., wyvacpévois). It is of interest 
to compare the two sources of failure 
noticed in the two Hpistles, mpoayew 
(2 John 9) and ¢dirorporedew, the un- 
due claims to intellectual progress 
and to personal authority. There is 
nothing to indicate that Diotrephes 
held false opinions : his ambition only 
is blamed. 

odk émidéx. 7).] In v. 10 the word is 
used of the literal welcome of visitors : 
here it is naturally understood of the 
recognition of the apostle’s wish as 
authoritative. Comp. 1 Mace. x. 1 
émedéEavto adrov (as sovereign) ; xii, 
8, 43; X.46 émed. Aéyous Hcclus. vi. 26 
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y, , igs if ° / 
Mevous KwAvEL Kal ék Ths éxkAnolas €xBadAet. 
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an ' a a ’ y a 5) 
© a@yaborowy éx Tov Geov éoTiv’ 0 KakoTOLWY OVX 


Io nuas: els nuas C. 
om. éx &. II 6 Kakom. : 


éred. traieiav. By the use of mpyas 
(contrast éypaya v. 1 eyo) St John 
removes the question from a personal 
issue. He identifies himself with the 
society (vv. 8, 12 nets, 1 John iy. 6; v. 
iMilge) 

10. dta rovro...| St John implies 
that his personal presence will be de- 
cisive. By using the form édy €\do 
there is no doubt thrown on the main 
fact of his coming (v. 14). Comp. I 
John ii. 28, 

Umouv. avt. T. €.]| commoneam ejus 
opera V., I will call to remembrance 
his words, I will bring them to his 
notice and to the notice of others. 
“‘YropiynoKkew is used with the ace. 
of the person (2 Pet. i. 12) and of the 
thing (2 Tim. ii. 14), and of both 
(John xiy. 26). 

r. mov. Pr. 7.] verbis malignis gar- 
riens in nos V., prating of us with 
evil words (Matt. v. 11; Acts xxviii. 
21). The adj. PdAvapos occurs 1 Tim. 
Vv. 13. 

py apk. émi r.] quast non et ista 
sufficiant V., and since he does not 
rest content therewith... ’Apkeia Oat is 
used with the simple dat. Luke iii. 
14; Hebr. xiii. 5; 1 Tim. vi. 8. 

ovre...kal...] nec...ét...V. John iy, 
its 

Kodvet...ekBad\er] The verbs do not 
necessarily express more than the 
purpose and effort: comp. John x. 
32 (Matt. iii 14). It is difficult to 
realise the circumstances of the case. 
It may perhaps be reasonably con- 


Bovdouevous: émidexouevous C the. 
6 dé kaxom, S me. 


€x THS EKKN.? 


jectured from 6 diAromporetor that 
Diotrephes regarded the reception of 
the brethren as an invasion of his 
authority. 

éx8ddrXec] Luke vi. 22 ;.John ix. 34 f. 


5. The witness to the faithful dis- 
ciple (11, 12). 

Self-seeking may have its tempting 
successes, but they rest on no secure 
foundation. The faithfulare supported . 
by many converging testimonies. 

II. dyamnré...] The transition lies 
in the thought of the power which 
Diotrephes had won by wrong means. 

py peor] noli tmitart V. Comp. 
2 Thess. ii. 7,9; Hebr. xiii. 7. The 
noun ppnrys occurs several times: e.g. 
1 Cor. iv. 16; Eph. v. 1. 

TO K....70 ay....] malum...quod bo- 
num est V. Rom. xii. 21. 

dyaO....xaxor..».] Mk. iii. 4; Luke 
Vi. 9; 1 Pet. iii 17. 

ek Tov O. €....00x éop. T. 6....] The 
two stages of Divine relationship cor- 
respond with the two characters. He 
who does good proves by his action 
that his life springs from God as its 
source (eivau ex 7. 6. Addit. Note on 
1 Johniii. 1): he who does evil has not 
made the first step towards partici- 
pation in the Divine Nature (1 John 
iii. 6 note). In one sense the vision of 
God (the Father) in Christ (John xiv. 
9) is the condition of fellowship with 
Him: in another sense the vision of 
God as God lies beyond the power of 
man (John i, 18). 
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™ Anuntplo peuapTupnTat Vro Tav- 
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12. Anpntpio peyapt.| From the 
unfaithful St John turns to the faith- 
ful : from the ‘evil’ to the ‘good.’ Itis 
likely from the context that Demetrius 
was the bearer of the letter. For papr. 
mwi see John iii, 26; Luke iv. 22; 
Acts xy. 8; and in pass. Acts vi. 3; x. 
22; xvi: 2; xxii 12; 1 Tim. v. 10, &. 

St John appeals to a threefold wit- 
ness given in favour of Demetrius (1) 
td mw. by all, that is the general wit- 
ness of men arising out of the ex- 
perience of life; (2) ia avr. r. ad. by 
the Truth itself, so far as the ideal of 
Christianity was seen to be realised by 
him; (3) Kat 7m. dé papr. yea and we 
also bear witness : St John and those 
with him spoke with the authority of 
the Church. 

For the combination pepapr., pap- 
rupodpev see John v. 33, 36. The 
witness given in the past was still 
effective while it was also complete: 
the witness of St John came with 
present fresh force. 

ind w.| by all. It is possible that 
these words are to{be taken quite 
generally: 1 Tim. iii. 7; though it is 
not necessary to extend them beyond 
the circle of Christians, 

xai...0¢...] See 1 John i. 3. 

kai otdas| The words in Jobn xxi. 


14 o¢ idety ABC vg: idely ce SN me. 
domagou: domaca X. 


i? N 
domaCou TOUS pidous Kar 


oldas 3 oldaTre 


13 ypawor cor: ypadew S. 
col yp. NBC: yp. co. A vg me the syrr. 


xpos: xpd B*. 


24 sound like an echo of this sentence. 

This verse serves the purpose of ‘a 
commendatory letter’ (cverariKcn émt- 
orody 2 Cor. iii, 1). 


6. The conclusion (13—15). 


13. ecxov] The writer goes back to 
the time when the letter was begun. 
See 2 John 12. The variations in 
form are worth notice: ¢xev ovk 
éBournOny, eiyov GAN ov OéX\o—vpiv 
ypaew, ypayyrar cor—Oud xaprov kal pe- 
Ravos, Sua péAavos Kat Kahdpov—yeve- 
cba mpos v., «00. oe ideiv—harjoa, 
Aadjooper. If the second Hpistle was 
addressed to a Church it would not 
be difficult to shew that there is a 
fitness in the subtle differences in 
tone. 

15. epqyn co] Peace be to thee: 
1 Pet. v.14. Asaformula of greeting : 
Luke x. 5; xxiv. 36; John xx. 19, 21, 
26, And so (in combination with 
other words) in epistolary salutations : 
2 John 3 note. 

of piro.| own friends. The word 
does not occur again in the Epistles in 
this connexion. Comp. Acts xxvii, 3. 
It gives a faint glimpse of personal 
relationships. Comp. John xv. 13 ff 

kar Svopa] per nomen V. Comp. 
John x. 3 (xx. 16). 


The 
Divine 
Name in 
the O. T. 
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Additional Note on v. 7. 


The idea of the ‘Name’ (DY, évoya) has a far deeper significance in 
Biblical language than in our own As applied to God it expresses that 


‘ which has been made known of Him; or, more exactly to distinguish the 


two factors in the revelation, that which He has made known of Himself, 
and which man can apprehend as addressed to him. Thus the Name of 
God does not represent His Essence as He is in Himself but the manifesta- 
tion of Himself which He has been pleased to give: that view of His 
Being and Character by which it is His will to be known, and under which 
He authorises man to address Him (comp. Gen. xvi. 13, xxxii. 29; Ex. vi. 3). 
And as applied to men the new name symbolises a new state, a new work 
and new powers for its fulfilment (Apoe. ii. 17, iii. 12, xxii. 4). 

Under this aspect the Name of God is used in two ways. It may 
express some particular revelation, expressed by one definite title (Zl- 
Shaddat, Jehovah, Father), or the whole sum of these manifold revelations 
taken together as one supreme revelation (6 6eés, God). 

Hence it comes to pass that the ‘Name’ often stands for God Himself 
so far as it brings Him before man: Ex. xxiii. 21 (my Name is in Him, ée. 
the Angel of the Covenant); 1 K. viii. 29 (the place of which Thou hast 
said : My Name shall be there); Is. xxx. 27 (Behold the Name of the Lord 
cometh from far). 

‘To blaspheme the Name’ was the same as ‘blaspheming the Name of 
the Lord’ (Lev. xxiv. 11, 16), that is blaspheming God as He had revealed 
Himself through Moses to His people (comp. Ex. vi. 3). And in the Acts 
(ili. 13, 16) it is said that the Name of ‘Jesus, the Servant of the God of 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob’ gave strength to the lame man (comp. Acts 
1Vse305) 02); 

It follows as a natural consequence that the Divine Names in the Bible 
give in a broad outline the course of revelation. 

There is first the general name El, Elohim, which expresses man’s 
feeling after God, apart from any special revelation. 

Then follows the patriarchal title El-Shaddai, which indicates the 
exercise of the sovereign might of God for the fulfilment of His counsel. 

Then the Covenant name Jehovah, which is developed in the titles 
‘the Holy One,‘ the Lord of Hosts,’ 

Then follows a silence, when the Divine Name is unspoken. 

At last the revelation of the Father is given: ‘é maryp pov kat TatTnp 


vpov kal Beds pov kai Oeds vuov’ (John xx, 17). 


Two names present the two main views of God in the O. T., Elohim 
and Jehovah. The former, the generic name, gathers up what St Paul 
speaks of as rd yroordy rod Oeod...7 didios adrov Sivas Kal Gevdrns (Rom. i. 
18 f.), all that man is made to recognise little by little from the study of his 
own constitution and the world without. The latter, the proper name, 
gathers up all that God made known of Himself in His dealings with His 
people during the discipline of the first Covenant. Speaking generally 
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Elohim describes the God of Nature, Jehovah the God of revelation. The 
former includes the ideas of the creation, preservation, and general fixed 
government of finite things: the latter, the idea of living, progressive 
intercourse with men, of whom Israel were for the time the representa- 
tives. The great confession of the chosen people was to declare that the 
God of revelation is the God for Whom man’s soul craves, One in His 
infinite perfections: Deut. vi. 4 ‘ Jehovah our Elohim (or is our Elohim), 
Jehovah is One’ (comp. 1 John y. 20). 

Not to dwell in detail here upon the Divine Names in the O.T. it must The 
be noticed that the idea of ‘the Name’ is no less prominent in the N. T. bie 
Thus the Lord characterises His own Mission as a ‘Coming in the Name of the N, T. 
His Father’ (John v. 43); and the Mission of the Holy Spirit as a Mission in 
His Name (John xiv. 26 6 réyes 6 rarip év 7h dvopari pov). He glorified 
His Father and manifested His Father's Name to men (John xvii. 4, 6) ; 
and it is the work of the Holy Spirit to glorify Him, and to take of His 
and declare it to His disciples (John xvi. 14). In the one case, if we may 
so speak, the Name of the Father was completely shewn: God was made 
known perfectly in this relation by the fact of the Incarnation. In the 
other case the Church is learning little by little the Name of the Son. 

The most complete expression of the Divine Name is that given in 
Matt. xxviii. 19 rd Svoua tov marpds Kat Tod viod Kal Tod dyiov mvevparos, 
but the essence of this Name so written at length is the simple Name 
‘Jesus Christ’ or ‘the Lord Jesus, or even ‘Jesus’ alone, when the context 
determines the office attached to it: dv. I. Xp. (Acts ii. 38, iii. 6, iv. 10, viii. 
12, x. 48, xvi. 18; dv. rod Kupiov L Acts viii, 16 (ix. 14) (xv. 26), xix. 5, 13, 
17, Ext. 13; Ov, "I, iv. 18 (30), V. 20, 1X. 27, ¥xvi.'9). 

In the Epistles the Name of revelation, the Lord’s Name, occurs in 
several forms: ‘the Name of Christ’: 1 Pet. iv. 14 (16); ‘the Name of the 
Lord’: James y. 14 (? contrast 2. 10); ‘the Name of our Lord Jesus’: 2 
Thess. i. 12; ‘the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ’: 1 Cor. i. 2, 10; (v. 4, 
vi. 11;) Rom. i. 5; Eph. v. 20; (Col. iii, 17;) ‘the Name of Jesus’: 
Phil. ii. 10. Compare Additional Note on 1 John iii. 23. 

The phrase ‘the Name of God’ is found in the Hpistles only in 1 Tim. 
vi. 1, besides quotations from the Lxx. (Hebr. vi. 10, xili. 15), and the 
context explains its use. In the Apocalypse it occurs xvi. 9 (comp. iii. 12). 

The characteristic Name of God in the N. T. is ‘the Father’ (Matt. vi. 9; 
John xii. 28; comp. Additional Note on i. 2). 

From what has been said the full force of the phrases ‘to believe in the 
name’ (morevew eis 7d Sv. I John v. 13 note), ‘to ask in the name’ (John 
xiv. 13 note), ‘to be gathered in (into «is) the name’ (Matt. xviii. 20), ‘to 
have life in the name’ (John xx. 31) becomes evident. In every case the 
Name brings before the mind that aspect of the Divine Person which is 
realised by faith in each action of the spiritual life. 

In close connexion with the idea of the Divine Name is that of the 
Divine Glory (Introd. to Gosp. of St John pp. xlvii. ff), The Name expresses 
the revelation as it is apprehended and used by man. Man is called by the 
Name and employs it. The Glory expresses rather the manifestation of the 
Diyine as Divine, as a partial disclosure of the Divine Majesty not directly 
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intelligible by man (comp. Ex. xxxiii. 18 ff). In this relation it is of 
interest to notice that while St John’s Gospel is, in one aspect, a record of 
the unfolding of the Divine Glory.in Christ, there is no mention of Glory 
in his Epistles. This is the more remarkable since the idea of Glory is 
found in the Apocalypse and in all the other Epistles except that to 
Philemon. 
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THE TWO EMPIRES: THE CHURCH AND THE 
WORLD. 


I 


THE coincidence of the establishment of the Roman Empire with aeee 
the rise of Christianity has always attracted the attention of modern founded at 
historians. Even the early apologists saw a certain significance in esa] 
the fact. Melito addressing Marcus Aurelius describes the Christian 
faith as a blessing of good omen (aicwy ayafdv) to the reign of 
Augustus. ‘And as his successor,’ he adds, ‘ thou wast welcomed by 
‘the prayers of the people, and wilt be welcomed if thou protectest 
‘the religious system (¢iAo0codia) which like a foster-sister grew with 
‘the Empire and commenced with him’’, The view thus given is 
however essentially false in its estimate of the relation of the two 
systems. Christianity was destined by its very nature not to save 
but to destroy the Empire: at the same time their outward cor- 
respondence was not less full of meaning. All that was progressive 
in the old world was united under one supreme head at the time 
when the new faith was revealed which should bind the universe 
together in a sovereign unity. Peace won by arms ushered in Him 
who revealed the peace of life in God. So it was that the only 
two powers which have claimed absolute dominion over mankind 
appeared together. For three centuries each followed the necessary 


law of its development. Then at last the Empire was scen to have 


1 Melito ap, Euseb. H. EL, iv. 26, 8. 
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failed ; and the Church was seen to contain the forces which could 
regenerate and rule the world. Diocletian when he finally organised 
the old power of the State with the greatest political genius gave 
the occasion for the concentration of the power of the Church and 
prepared the way for its victory. 

The coincidence becomes more striking when account is taken of 
the form under which Christianity was first presented to men. The 
message of the Gospel was essentially the proclamation of a Kingdom, 
‘a Kingdom of heaven,’ ‘a Kingdom of God,’ ‘a Kingdom of the Son of 
‘Man.’ The coming of the Kingdom was the keynote of the preaching 
of John the Baptist and of Christ Himself. The disciples were the 
‘sons of the Kingdom.’ As a King Christ died. During the great 
forty days He spoke of ‘the things pertaining to the Kingdom.’ When 
the faith was first carried, beyond the limits of Judea Philip an- 
nounced in Samaria ‘the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.’ The 
burden of St Paul’s first teaching in Europe was that there was 
‘another King than Cesar, even Jesus.’ The same apostle when he 
sums up his work describes himself as having gone about ‘preaching 
‘the Kingdom of God’; and the last glimpse which is given of his 
labours at Rome shews him there still preaching the Kingdom. 

Everywhere the same idea is prominent in the history of the 
Acts and in the Apostolic letters. At one time it excites the 
hostility of unbelievers; at another time it gives occasion to mis- 
taken hopes in Christians. But however the truth was misrepre- 
sented and misunderstood, however much it gave occasion to unjust 
attacks and visionary expectations, it was still held firmly. The 
idea may have grown somewhat unfamiliar to us now, but it is 
clearly impressed upon the New Testament. The distinctness with 
which we have learnt to realise our personal responsibility and 
personal relationship to God in this last .age of the Church has 
brought with it some drawbacks, and this is one of them, that 
the sense of a visible Kingdom of God on earth established in 
righteousness and embracing all the fulness of humanity has been 
deadened. 

Still the two aspects of the Faith—the individual and social— 
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are not only reconcilable: they are complementary. Each is neces- 
sary to the completeness of the other. The individual view tends to 
selfishness and isolation, when the larger scope of redemption is 
neglected ; the social view tends to enthusiastic dreams, when the 
need of the transfiguration of every power of man is forgotten. So Ilustra- 


it was that the early millenarian extravagancies gained currency. ee ee 


in the 


But not to notice these, one or two illustrations will shew how the Heat ee 


faith in Christ’s Kingdom in various shapes was a leading thought 
in the subapostolic age. It was natural that this belief should be 
most vivid in Palestine. Not long after the destruction of Jerusalem 
the kinsmen of Christ being of the race of David were brought before 
Domitian. He asked them, it is said, about Christ and His Kingdom, 
its character, and the place and time of its appearance, and when. he 
heard that it was heavenly and spiritual and to be established at the 
consummation of the age he released them as poor and contemptible 
enthusiasts’. A generation later the belief in Christ’s Kingdom 
became more formidable. The Jewish zealots found the Christian 
teachers formidable opponents of their spurious patriotism. The 
Roman governors confounded both as forming a dangerous and 
disloyal body ; and Symeon the son of Clopas, being accused by 
certain heretical teachers before the Roman Governor as a Christian 
and of the race of David, was crucified*. To descend only one step 
further, Justin Martyr writing to Antoninus Pius says‘ when you 
‘ hear that we look for a Kingdom you inconsiderately suppose that we 
‘mean a human Kingdom, while we mean a Kingdom with God, as is 
‘ evident from the fact that when we are examined by you we confess 
‘that we are Christians, though we know that death is the penalty 
‘of confession. For if it had been a human Kingdom for which we 
‘look, we should have denied in order to save our lives and have 
‘endeavoured to remain undetected that we might obtain what we 
‘look for; but since our hopes do not rest upon the present order, we 
‘do not heed those who take our lives, since in any case we must 


‘die®.’ 


1 Hegesippus, ap. Huseb., H. L#., 2 Hegesippus, ap. Huseb., H. EH, ili.32. 
iii. 20. +3 Just. M. Apol, i. 11. 
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Even in this latest expression of the belief, the faith in ‘Christ a 


must age ‘King ’—the terms are practically synonymous—is still retained, and 
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so it must always be. 'Thé Christian creed cannot stop short of a 
social realisation. It deals with men not as isolated units but as 
members of a commonwealth. Opinions may differ as to the form 
in which the society will be revealed, but the fact that Christianity 
must issue in the perfection of social life, and must manifest its 
power in dealing with social relations, cannot be lost sight of without 
peril to the dignity and essence of the Faith. | 

It is, then, quite true to say that two Empires, two social organi- 
zations, designed to embrace the whole world, started together in the 
first century. The one appeared in the completeness of its form: the 


other only in the first embodiment of the vital principle which 


included all after-growth. But the two Empires had nothing in 


common except their point of departure and their claim to univer- 
sality. In principle, in mode of action, in sanctions, in scope, in 
history they offer an absolute contrast. The Roman Empire was 
essentially based on positive law; it was maintained by force; it ~ 
appealed to outward well-doing; it aimed at producing external 
cooperation or conformity. The Christian empire was no less essen- 
tially based on faith: it was propagated and upheld by conviction: 
it lifted the thoughts and working of men to that which was spiritual 
and eternal: it strove towards the manifold exhibition of one 
common life. The history of the Roman Empire is from the first 
the history of a decline and fall, checked by many noble efforts 
and many wise counsels, but still inevitable. The history of the 
Christian Empire is from the first the history of a victorious 
progress, stayed and saddened by frequent faithlessness and self- 


seeking, but still certain and assured though never completed, 


i. 


It is in the reality of this contrast, though it was but seldom 
consciously apprehended, that the final necessity of the persecution 
which was directed by the Empire against the Church must be 


THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD. 241 


found. For a time the waxing power might not seem sufficiently 
great to awaken the jealousy of that which was upon the wane. 
But sooner or later a conflict for existence was unavoidable; and for 
this supreme struggle the earlier encounters were a preparation, 
revealing the character of the rival forces and shewing what interests 
were substantially at stake. 

At first, however, the nature of the contrast was not fully under- The ne- 

stood. The apologists constantly ask why a freedom of life and Cae 
worship should be refused to the Christians which was granted to Bist 
others. ‘We say the same as the Greeks,’ Justin Martyr writes, 
‘and yet we alone are hated for the name of Christ, and while we do 
‘no wrong are put to death as sinners, though men in different 
‘places worship trees and rivers and mice and cats and crocodiles...’ 
‘In the Roman Empire,’ Athenagoras writes to Marcus Aurelius, 
‘men observe various customs and laws, and no one is prevented by 
‘law and fear of punishment from devotion to his national obser- 
‘vances even if they be absurd...But for us Christians you have 
‘taken no care, and you allow us though we are guilty of no crime... 
‘to be harassed and plundered and persecuted...’* ‘Yet it is great 
‘folly to plead that we do not approach and admit the same gods as 
‘our several cities do. In fact the men who accuse us of not 
‘believing in any gods, because we do not hold the same as they 
‘acknowledge, do not agree amongst themselves about the gods... 
‘If then we are impious because we do not share their religion, all 
‘cities and all nations are impious; for they do not all admit the 
‘same gods *.’ . 

The same kind of argument has been used with a different and dis- 
purpose by other authors. It is argued that some strange change Behe 
must have come over ‘the mild indifference of antiquity’ if we are to 
receive the popular accounts of the persecutions. Appeal is made 
to ‘the universal toleration of polytheism’ as if that would have 
naturally admitted Christianity at least to the privilege of conni- 
vance. Insinuations are thrown out that if the Christians suffered 


they were themselves to blame. 


1 Justin M. Apol. i. 24. 2 Athenagoras, Leg. pro Christ.c. 1. * id. ¢. 14. 
Ww. 16 
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There is certainly a sense in which these statements are true. 
The policy of heathenism was changed, because it had to deal with 
an antagonistic and not with a co-ordinate belief. The martyrs might 
have escaped tortures and death by the affectation or semblance of 
conformity to popular customs, but such conformity would have 
involved a complete sacrifice’ of their faith. Christians were not 
contented with permission to exercise their personal religion without 
molestation: they demanded freedom for expansion and conquest. 
If indeed a distinct conception be formed of what Christianity is, it 
will be evident that a sincere and zealous pagan could not but perse- 
cute it. The Christian Faith is universal: it is absolute: it is ag- 
gressive; and once more it is spiritual and not only temporal. On all 


these grounds it necessarily came into collision with the Roman laws. 


1. Christianity is universal. This characteristic places it at 
once in opposition with every form of polytheism. Polytheism is 
distinctively national, The gods which receive the honour of any~ 
state are connected with it by special ties. Among the Romans this 
belief was bound up with the whole history of their empire. The 
pledge of their dominion was the venerable monument of their 
ancient faith. The permanence of traditional rites was held to be 
the condition of the prosperity of the family and of the State. 
‘Sacra privata perpetuo manento’’ was the principle which underlay 
the continuity of domestic life. ‘Sacra majorum perire nefas’? was 
the comprehensive rule which animated and controlled civil policy, 
In these two maxims that ‘natural piety’ which gave coherence and 
unity to the growing commonwealth found a natural and effec- 
tive expression. Victory was the gift of the national gods: disaster 
was the retribution for neglecting them. ‘TI have found that some,’ 
writes Arnobius, ‘who believe that their conclusions are very wise 
‘affect the airs and language of inspiration, and say, as if they were 
‘quoting an oracle, that since the race of Christians has come into the 


‘world the whole earth has been ruined, that mankind has been visited 


1 Cie. de Legg. ii. 9. 2 Serv. Aen. ili, 104. 
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“with manifold disasters, that the very gods have abandoned their 
‘customary functions, wherein they once used to bestow care on our 
‘affairs, and have been banished from the realms of earth.... Nay more, 
‘exasperated by the wrongs and insults of Christians they send, it is 
‘said, pestilences and droughts, wars, dearth, locusts, mice and hail 
“and other noxious pests by which the conduct of life is plagued’’ A 
hundred and fifty years of Christian supremacy could not eradicate 
the feeling which survived the faith out of which it had grown; and 
in the last and, in some respects, the greatest of the Apologies 
Augustine laboured to shew that the desolation.of Italy was not due 
to the abandonment of the old national worship’. 

The conviction which was thus inwrought into the popular mind Roman 

was adopted and used by statesmen. The language which Meecenas Lea i‘ 
is said to have addressed to Augustus when he set before him his 
views on the right administration of the Empire exactly expresses 
what a thoughtful Roman would feel on the claims of religion: 
‘Everywhere and in everyway show reverence for the divine. power 
‘(r6 Oetov) yourself according to the rites of your fathers (kara ra warpia) 
‘and compel all others to honour it. Those who introduce any 
‘strange opinion on the subject (rovs fevifovrds [ef. Acts 17. 26 xt 
‘aept avro) visit at once with hatred and. chastisement, not only for 
‘the sake of the gods, though he who despises them would not re- 
‘gard anything else, but because such men by introducing strange 
‘divinities (Kawa teva Soupdviz) in place of the old persuade many 
‘men to adopt foreign laws, and from this cause conspiracies and 
‘combinations and societies are formed, which are by no means ex- 
‘pedient for a monarchy. Do not tolerate then anyone who dis- 
‘believes in the gods (dOcos) or practises superstitious arts (ydys)*. 

The form of the words, which Dion uses, seems to have an oblique 


reference to what he had heard of the Christians of his own time, but 


1 Arnob. adv. Nat. i. 13. 

2 For example, after enumerating 
some of the disasters of the Empire 
in pre-Christian times, Augustine asks: 
Talis itaque vanitas qualem ferimus 
eique respondere compellimur, quid 
horum non Christianae relligioni tri- 


bueret si temporibus Christianis vide- 
ret? Et tamen diis suis non ista tri- 
buunt; quorum ideo cultum requirunt 
ne ista vel minora patiantur cum ea 
majora pertulerint a quibus antea cole- 
bantur (Aug. de Civ. ili. 31). 

3 Dion Cass. li. 36. 
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their spirit is perfectly consonant with that of the Augustan age. 
National usage was the-criterion of worship. The sanctity which 
age brings to ceremonies and temples is exactly proportioned to their. 
antiquity’, ‘Religious respect,’ to use the words of a later writer, ‘is 
‘not lessened but increased by time.’ 

Such views were eminently characteristic of Roman policy, but 
they were not peculiar to it. The same thoughts were emphatically 
set forth as a general principle by Celsus in his work against Christi- 
anity. ‘Each nation,’ he says, ‘observes its national rites whatever 
‘they may bappen to be. And this custom is advantageous, not only 
‘in so far as different people have conceived the idea of different 
‘institutions, and men ought to keep what has been ratified for com- 
‘mon use; but also because, in all probability, the different parts of 
‘the earth were originally assigned to different presiding powers 
‘(éromrai) and distributed according to certain sovereignties, and are 
‘so administered. Consequently the observances in each nation 
‘will be rightly conducted’ if they are directed according to their 
‘several views; and it is impious (ovx dovov) to abrogate what has_ 
‘been originally instituted in each particular place*.’ A universal 
religion, he says elsewhere, is absolutely inconceivable. ‘If anyone 
“supposes that it is possible that the inhabitants of Asia and Europe 
‘and Africa, Greeks and barbarians, should agree to follow one law, 
‘he is hopelessly ignorant®.’ 

From these passages it is easy to see what was the corresponding 
idea of toleration. It was toleration based upon the mutual recog- 
nition of partial claims. Its symbol and monument was the Pan- 
theon. As nation after nation was incorporated in the victorious 
body, new forms of worship received a limited sanction for the pro- 
tection of those who are already devoted to them. The conquerors 
accepted together with the province the duty of reverence to the 
unseen powers under whose guardianship it had been placed. In 
the striking words of a pagan advocate ‘they did homage to the 


‘vanquished deities while still inflamed with the wild passion of 


1 Minue. Fel. Oct. 6. ? Celsus ap. Orig. c. Cels. v. 25. 
3 id. ap. Orig. 1. ¢. viii. 72, 
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‘victory: they sought for strange gods and made them their own.... 
‘They took upon themselves the religious services of every nation in 
‘the world, and so deserved and won the sovereignty of all (dum 
‘universarum gentium sacra suscipiunt etiam regna meruerunt)’.’ 
But this manifold worship was based upon the co-ordination and not 
upon the confusidn of rites. It recognised a variety of obligations 
and not a freedom of choice: fixity and not indifference of form. No 
individual Roman could claim the personal right of adopting the 
tolerated ritual. The venerable law of the Twelve Tables remained 
unrepealed: ‘No one shall bave gods for himself alone at his own 
‘pleasure, and men shall not worship in private new or foreign gods 
‘unless they be adopted by the State’ (separatim nemo habescit deos, 
‘neve novos sive advenas nisi publice adscitos privatim colunto).’ 
Nor did it remain unenforced. When from time to time under the 
Republic great calamities drove the people to look for help in strange 
ceremonies, the government vindicated the purity of the national 
religion and forbade the worship of foreign gods or of Roman gods in 
a novel manner’. Under the Empire, when the confusion of ritual 
was more widespread, the same principle was not unfrequently 
asserted and general restrictions were placed upon the celebration of 
strange ceremonies. Augustus would not allow ‘Egyptian rites’ to 
be performed within the pomerium, and when the rule was broken 
removed them a mile further from the city*. Tiberius acted with 
greater severity when, as we may suppose, the forbidden worship 
was spreading among the Roman population. He suppressed ‘the 
‘Egyptian and Jewish rites’ throughout Italy by a decree of the 
senate, banished four thousand of the class of freedmen who were 
‘infected with that superstition’ and required all who held it to 
abjure before a certain day on pain of banishment from Italy’, A 
definite penalty was attached to the crime of proselytising. ‘If any 


‘one,’ it was enacted, ‘introduces new rites (relligiones) ‘ unknown in 


1 Minuce. Fel. Oct. c. 6. Macrobius 3 Liv. iv. 30; XXV. 15 HOes be, Sieh 
(iii. 9) gives the formula of invocation Comp. Val. Max. i. 3. 
addressed to the deities of a besieged 4 Dion Cass. liii. 2; liv. 6. 
city. _ 5 Tac. Ann. ii. 85. Comp, Suet. 


2 Cic, de Legg. ii. 9. Tib. 36; Josephus, Ant. xviii. 5 (4)- 
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‘use or principle (usu vel ratione), if he be of a higher station he 
‘is banished (honestiores-deportantur): if of a lower he is put to 
‘death'.’ 

There were exceptional circumstances under which the state sanc- 
tioned the worship of strange deities, in which case any citizen might 
practice the foreign rites without reproach. Even Isis and Serapis 
found at last an acknowledged place in the public service’; and 
it was the popular belief among Christians at the end of the 
second century that Tiberius and perhaps Hadrian, like Alex- 
ander Severus at a later date, had designed to extend this recog- 
nition to Christ®. But this coordination of new deities with the 
old brought no relief from the original obligations of the Roman. 
He could no more legally divest himself of his religion than of his 
country. To refuse homage to the gods of the State was essentially 
treason. 

It is obvious that Christianity could not under any circumstances 
claim protection from toleration, if it can be so called, based on 
such principles as these, It came forward as a universal religion. i 
It could not take a place as one among many; and this was the 
utmost which ancient modes of thought could concede to it. The 
idea of toleration as expressing a respect for personal conviction was 
utterly unknown to the statesmen of the old world. It found no 
clear expression in the new world till the seventeenth century. 
The toleration of the Empire was in effect not unlike toleration in 
Russia now: it accepted diversities which had established themselves 
by actual existence, but it allowed no change away from the national 
faith, And yet more than this at its first appearance Christianity 
could receive no benefit which such toleration as this could confer. 
It was a rebellion against the principle on which the toleration was 
founded, It was a new faith and therefore absolutely to be con- 
demned. Judaism had at least the attribute of antiquity. But no 
crime could be greater in the eye of a Roman legislator than to call 
again into question what had once been settled and gained general cur- 


: ‘ Jul. Paul. Sent. Rec. v. 21, § 2. Lamprid. Commodus, 9. 
* Spartian. Caracalla, 9. . Comp. 3 Huseb, H. E, ii, 2. 
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rency'’. As time went on, however, the Christian Faith was gradually 
delivered from this accusation of novelty, though the rise of various 
forms of heresy frequently exposed the orthodox to the charge of 
innovation and fresh unsettling of the minds of men. The arguments 
of the apologists may have produced some effect by shewing that it 
answered to the earliest instincts of humanity. They could plead 
that in the consideration of eternity nothing is to be called late: that 
when there is no beginning and no end, nothing is before its time or 
behind it: that the divine counsels are one and fixed, manifested in a 
definite order and liable to no change®. But even when Christianity 
had won by heroic endurance some consideration for age, when it was 
no longer condemned without a hearing for the fatal defect of recent 
origin, it stood none the less necessarily in antagonism with the 
spirit of the Empire. It maintained, as we have seen, one universal 
form of religion against many national forms. And the consequences 
of the antagonism will be found to be more far reaching, if we con- 
sider a little more in detail what the Roman theory of a national 
religion was. 

According to this the national religion was a part of the his- Beever 2 
torical development and habits of the nation, a mode of expressing of national 
certain thoughts and convictions which could no more be changed poneige 
than language. The augurs might not believe their own art: 
generals might despise it, but still Cicero adds: ‘Those who put to 
‘sea against the auspices deserve any punishment. They were bound 
‘to obey the claims of religion: they ought not to have set aside by 
‘arbitrary self-will the custom of their ancestors®.’ ‘No man’s spirit,’ 
says Cotta in another place*, ‘be he learned or unlearned, will ever 
‘move me from the opinion which I have received from my ancestors 


‘about the worship of the immortal gods.’ » Varro in treating of the 


1 Dioclet. ed. adv. Manich: Dii im- debet. Maximi enim criminis est re- 
mortales providentia sua ordinare et tractare que semel ab antiquis statuta 
disponere dignati sunt, que bona et et definita suum statum et cursum 
vera sunt, ut multorum et bonorum tenent ac possident (Cod. Greg. Lib. 
et egregiorum virorum et sapientissi- xiv. [yit. iv.]; Haenel, pp. 46 ff.). 


morum consilio et tractatu ilbata 2 Arnob. adv. gentes, I 75> 
probarentur et statuerentur: quibus 3 Cie, de Div. 1. 33. 
nec obviam ire nec resistere fas est, 4 Cic. de Nat. Deor, 11. 2, 5. 


neque reprehendi a nova vetus religio 
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Roman mythology admitted, according to Augustine, that his own 
judgment did not approve it, but said that ‘since it existed in an old 
‘people he ought to maintain it as it was received from the ancients, 
‘and that his writings and investigations were directed to that end 
‘that the common people might be more willing to worship the gods 
‘than to despise them’.’ Nor is Augustine unjustly severe when he 
sums up the teaching of Seneca on the popular belief in the following 
words: ‘The man whom philosophy in some sense had made free, 
‘still because he was a dignified senator of the Roman people, 
‘worshipped that which he blamed, did that which he arraigned, 
‘adored that with which he found fault. Philosophy, we must con- 
‘clude, had taught him a famous lesson, not to be superstitious in 
‘the world, but for the sake of the laws of the State and the 
‘manners of men to recognise the duty of imitating an ‘actor in the 
‘temple though he was not to perform his part upon the stage; and 
‘yet he was exposed to more just condemnation in that he played 
‘his false part so that the people thought he was in earnest, while 
‘the player rather gives pleasure by illusion than leads astray by — 
“deceit”.’ 


2. Here then lies the second difference between imperial paga- 
nism and Christianity which made persecution inevitable. Christi- 
anity is absolute. It can admit no compromise. It is essentially 
grounded upon personal conviction and not accepted as an accident of 
descent. It is embodied in a Church which is held together by unity 
of faith; and not in a Nation which represents at least unity of race. 

Nothing struck the apologists with more amazement than the 
first natural consequence which followed from this difference between 
the Christian and heathen conceptions of religion. They saw the 
popular gods held up to mockery upon the stage, degraded in the 
works of poets, ridiculed by philosophers*, and they could not recon- 
cile such license and sarcasm with resolute devotion. But to the 


: Varro. ap. Aug. de Civ. iv. 31, 1, % Just. M. Apol. i. 4; Theoph. ad 
* Aug. de Civ. vi. 10, 3. Autol. iii, 3, 8; Tertull. Apol. 40. 
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polytheist of the empire—and to all later polytheists—the offices of 
worship were an act of public duty and not of private confession, 
Outward conformity in act was owed to the State, complete freedom 
in opinion and word was allowed to the worshipper. There was no 
complete and necessary correspondence between the form and the 
thought. With the Christian it was otherwise. His religion in 
every detail was the expression of his soul. So it was that the 
Christian confessor would make no compromise. This phenomenon 
was a novel one; and we can see in the records of the martyrdoms 
how utterly the magistrates were incapable of understanding the 
difficulty which Christians felt in official conformity. In their judg- 
ment it was perfectly consistent with religious faith to drop the 
morsel of incense on the fire, and still retain allegiance to Christ. 
All that they required was the appearance of obedience and not the 
distinct expression of conviction, ‘Have regard for thy gray hairs’ 
or, ‘for thy tender youth’ was the common appeal of a merciful 
judge, who failed to apprehend that the faith of the Christian like his 
own being was one. ‘What harm is it to say ‘O Lord Cesar’ and to 
“sacrifice and be saved,” was the well-meant expostulation which 
was addressed to Polycarp on his way to trial’. When Dionysius 
of Alexandria was brought before the magistrate he was urgently 
pressed to do honour to the gods who were the saviours of the 
Empire. ‘We believe in one God and Maker of all things,’ was his 
reply, ‘who gave the empire into the hands of Valerian and Gallienus ; 
‘Him we reverence and worship; and to Him we pray constantly 
‘that their empire may remain undisturbed.’ ‘Who prevents you 
‘then,’ was the answer, ‘from worshipping Him also if indeed he is a 
‘god together with the natural gods?” 
We have passed now into a region of religious thought so different 
from that of polytheism, that it is perhaps difficult for us to feel the 
sincerity of such words. Still undoubtedly they were sincere; and to 
refuse to listen to them was held to be, as Pliny said, criminal obstinacy. 
But the concession which seemed reasonable to the polytheist was 


impossible to the Christian, because his faith was personal. To 


1 Kuseb. H. LZ. iv. 15, 13. 2 Kuseb. H. E. vii. 11, 6, 
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abandon wilfully the least fragment of it was to abandon all. When 
the father of Perpetua, an African martyr, sought to turn her from 
confession by consideration for his own sorrow, ‘My father,’ she said, 
“do you see this vessel lying here, a flagon or the like?’ ‘I see it,’ he 
said. ‘Can it then be called by any other name than what itis?’ And 
he said, ‘No.’ ‘So I,’ she continued, ‘cannot say that I am anything 
‘but what I am, a Christian'.’ Thus the acceptance of the faith was 
personal, and the faith itself was personal. It sprang from the 
devotion of the whole soul: it was directed to one who was known 
to be a loving Lord. ‘Do you suppose,’ said the prefect Rusticus to 
Justin, ‘that you will ascend up to heaven to receive some recom- 
‘pense there?’ ‘I do not’suppose,’ was the martyr’s ready correction, 
‘but I know it (ovy vrovod adN erictapar Kat merdAnpopopypar)’.’ 
When the proconsul urged Polycarp to reproach Christ he could but 
make one answer: ‘Highty and six years have I continued to serve 
‘Him, and He has done me no wrong. How then can I speak evil 
‘of my King who saved me*’? Even a young boy could declare when 
the offer of pardon and favour was made to him on the condition 
of renouncing Christ, ‘I am Christ’s servant. I confess Him with 
‘my mouth. I bear Him in my heart. I worship Him without 
‘ceasing*.’ Out of this personality of faith, consecrated by the opera- 
tions and ordinances of one Spirit, grew a body greater and nobler 
than a nation. ‘There was a time,’ Tertullian says to his heathen 
readers, ‘when we also laughed at the doctrines which we now teach. 
‘We come from among your number. Christians are made Chris- 
‘tians and not born Christians (fiunt non nascuntur Christiani)*,’ 
The words which are true now in a spiritual sense were true to a 
large measure literally in the first centuries. In this way the con- 
ception of the grandest visible communion of men was gradually 
defined. If lineage has no authoritative power to impose a creed, 
there must be a society beyond the state answering to the free 


harmony of spiritual fellowship. At present it is sufficient simply 


1 Acta SS. Perpet. et Felic.§ i. 2. V. 15, 16. 


2 Acta S. Justini, § 5. * Acta 8, Felic. § 3. 
_? Mart. Polyc. § 6, Euseb. H. E. > Tertull. Apol. 18. 
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to notice the necessity of this last antagonism of the Church and the 
Empire. We shall have to consider afterwards the form in which it 


was manifested. 


3. Since Christianity claimed in this way to be a universal and 3. Chris- 
soa F : ‘ tianity ag- 

absolute religion, it was necessarily: aggressive. Not only was the gressive. 
Christian unable to admit that the old faiths ought to receive any 
respect from himself: he felt also that:they were positively false and 
pernicious. They must be assailed and not tolerated: ‘We affirm,’ 
writes Justin Martyr, ‘that the spirits (da(uovas) who did [what is 
‘recorded in the heathen mythologies] not only were not gods but 
‘were evil and unholy spirits whose actions are not like those even 
‘of men whose heart is set on virtue. For that cause we are called 
‘atheists ; and we confess that we are atheists in respect of such gods 
‘as are popularly received, but not in respect of Him who is the 
‘most true God, the Father of justice and temperance and every other 
‘virtue, untouched by evil’.’ So it was’ that one of the first popular 
cries against the Christians was ‘Away with the atheists’. ‘We 
‘are guilty,’ Tertullian pleads, ‘if you can prove that your gods are 
‘gods. But we appeal from yourselves’to your own conscience. Iam 
‘content for that to judge us, to condemn us, if it can deny that all 
‘your vaunted gods were men *,’ 

But, as we have already seen, while the Christian affirmed that Idolatry 
the heathen gods were no gods, he attributed to them and to their aie 
worship, a malignant spiritual power. It was in this way, he held, ae 
that the evil spirits—demons—tried to thwart the counsels of God, 
enslaving men to themselves, deceiving them by false prodigies, 
diverting them from the sources of truth, bringing discredit on the 
faith, stirring up persecution, and that with the greatest success 


because they knew much of the divine scheme’. These, it was 


argued, invested with a semblance of life the worship of the dead, 


1 Just. Apol. i. g: for wy dpOovs read 3 Tertull. Apol. to. Comp. Athenag. 
pn Oeovs. Comp. § 13. Leg. pro Christ. 4 tf. 

2 Mart. Polyc. § 9. Euseb. H. £. 4 Just. M. Apol. i. 14, 123 Apol. ii. 
iv. 15, 15. 19, 8. 
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and the worship of idols, striving to keep men from searching for the 
true God. ‘It is not men who persecute us of themselves,’ Lactantius 
writes, ‘for they have no cause of anger against the innocent; but 
‘those stained and lost spirits, who know the truth and hate it, 
‘introduce. themselves into their minds and goad them unwittingly 
‘to madness...... seeking either to diminish through suffering the 


‘faith of those who believe, or to remove them wholly from the 


This conviction gave a stern reality to the conflicts of the 
martyrs. Their struggle was not against mere phantoms and 
names, but against actual powers of darkness. ‘Who art thou,’ 
Trajan is reported to have said to Ignatius, ‘that strivest to trans- 
‘gress our ordinances, thou man of an evil spirit (kaxodaiuwv)!’ ‘No 
one, Ignatius replies, ‘misnames the man who bears God within 
‘him a man of an evil spirit: for the spirits depart from the ser- 
‘vants of God. But if thou callest me evil towards the spirits 
‘because I vex them, I accept the title; for since I possess Christ 
‘the heavenly King, I destroy their devices* ‘I have already told 
‘you,’ said Symphorian to the judge before whom he was accused 
of dishonouring the statue of Cybele, ‘I am a Christian. I worship 
‘the true God who reigns in heaven. The image of a demon I 
‘not only do not worship, but if you allow me at my own risk I 
‘will dash it to pieces *.’ 

The intensity of this belief could not but manifest itself in 
all the details of life. The pagan temples were to Christians like 
unclean sepulchres, of which they were tempted to shew their 
loathing openly*. ‘ How long,’ said a bishop when he passed by 
a temple erected to the Genius of the emperor whom he had just 
left, “how long shall this tomb stand*!’ ‘A Christian,’ Celsus says, 
‘argues, Lo I stand by the statue of Zeus, or Apollo or whatever 
‘God it may be, and revile it and smite it and it takes no vengeance 


‘on me’’ And though Origen condemns such conduct as lawless and 


1 Lactant. Instit. v.22. Comp.ii.r7. Oct. 8. 
2 Mart. Ign. § 2. 5 Amm, Marcell. xxii. rt. 


3 Acta S, Symphor. § 2. 6 Orig. c. Cels. viii. 38. 
4 Tertull. de idol. 13. Minue, Fel. 
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rude, it is easy to see that zeal would often be carried beyond the 
limits of reason and good order. Heathenism indeed was so mixed 
up with the ordinary routine of society and home that the believer 
would be forced to stand in a position of continual protest. The 
proceedings of the courts, the public ceremonies, the ordinary 
amusements were more or less connected with idolatrous forms 
or observances. The smoking altar constantly called for some 
sign of abhorrence’. The universal presence of the images of the 
gods made watchful caution a necessity for the believer. The 
common language of familiar conversation often required a dis- 
claimer of the superstition on which it was framed ®. 

Thus it was that in the ordinary conduct of social intercourse, in domes- 
and in the closer relationships of life, collisions between Christian ec 
conviction and heathen practice were necessarily more frequent 
and more perilous. Tertullian has left a lively and well-known 
picture of the difficulties which from hour to hour beset a Christian 
wife married to a heathen. ‘She certainly cannot,’ he writes, 
‘satisfy the Lord when she has beside her a slave of the devil, 
‘an agent of his master to hinder the objects and duties of the 
‘faithful; so that if she has a station to keep, her husband makes 
‘an appointment early to meet her at the baths: if a fast is to 
‘be observed, her husband on the same day has a feast: if she 
‘has to go out, then above all other times engagements with her 
‘household interfere...? ‘Will you be unobserved,’ he continues 
addressing the woman, ‘ when you sign [i.e. with the cross] your 
‘couch, your person, when you express outwardly your abhorrence 
‘(flatu explodis) of something unclean, when you rise up even by 
‘night to pray? and will you not seem to be engaged in some rite 
‘of magic? Your husband will not know what you taste in secret 
‘before every meal; and if he learns that it is bread, he does not 
‘believe that it is that which it is said to be. And while he is 
‘ignorant on this, will he in each case be ready simply to admit 
‘your explanation, without an expression of sorrow, without a sus- 


‘picious question whether it be bread or poison *.’ 


1 Tertull. de idol, 11. Clad KE AMON 3 Tertull. ad uxor. li. 4, 5. 
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The Under such circumstances the Christian could not but be 
eras brought frequently into direct opposition to the popular faith, how- 
iain ever carefully he might avoid positions of danger, and however 
a. liberally he might interpret the law of charity. The cases might 
be rare where the conscript refused to serve in the army or accept 
the badge of his enlistment', where the soldier refused to imitate 
his comrades in wearing the crown which he interpreted as the 
symbol of slavery to a heathen power*®, where the yearly banquet 
on the emperor’s birthday stirred the conscience of the centurion 
and moved him to cast off the symbol of his profession*®; but 
these kept the idea of the conflict present to the minds of men, 
and invested the smaller divergences in thought and conduct. with 


their real importance. 


4. Chris- 4. In this way Christianity challenged persecution. It was 

tianity : ; : > : 

spiritual, Universal and therefore it could not acquiesce in a place beside 
national religions; it was absolute and therefore it could not yield 
the tribute of conformity to the state worship: it was aggressive, 
because it was universal and absolute, and therefore it could not 
in the end fail to come into conflict with the civil power. These 
characteristics are all consequences or special forms of one funda- 
mental characteristic, Christianity was spiritual and not temporal. 
For the Christian the state was not the highest power. He owed 
allegiance to a greater Sovereign than the Emperor. 

Confusion This essential difference between the two Kingdoms may be 

eee expressed in another form, In the Empire the spiritual and tem- 

ide in 


the 
empire, 


poral powers, the ideas of worship and law, of progress and order, 
were completely confused: in Christianity they are distinctly se- 
parated, Just as all the various functions of government were con: 
centrated in the Emperor, so also the traditional reverence for 
natural ties, for all that in which the ancestral ‘pietas’ found 


scope, was directed to him. As the gods were removed further 


1 Acta S. Mazimiliani, Ruinart, p, 2 Tertull. de cor. mil. 1. 
300. * Acta 8, Marcelli, Ruinart, p. 302. 
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from the affairs and thoughts of men, the state became the symbol 
of that which was permanent and sovereign; and in the Emperor 
the state was personified, The principle was laid down from the 
first but it was only realised by degrees. It was natural that 
Augustus should refuse the title of ‘Lord’? it was hardly less 
natural that Domitian. should claim to be styled ‘Our Lord and 


God®.’ 


TI. 
The claim of Domitian is a startling illustration of a fact which The World 
Fi A F z bodi 
has an important bearing on apostolic thought and language. The posi- a ‘ae Pe 
Emperor, 


tion assumed by the Roman Emperor gave a distinctness to the con- 
ception of ‘the world’ in the first age which it is very difficult for 
us now to realise. ‘The world’ was not then an abstraction but, to 
take an obvious illustration, the most definite power which received 
worship at Ephesus in the time of St John. The inscriptions which 
decorated the places of public resort could not fail to keep before the 
inhabitants of that city this clear and intelligible service in which 
that which is earthly obtained consecration in its earthliness. In 
the Emperor ‘the world’ found a personal embodiment and claimed 
divine honour. 

The growth of the worship of earthly sovereignty is a singular Emperor- 


9 Gini, le : i 
episode in the history of the Empire, or rather it is the essential i rece. 
moral of it, As the faith which was founded upon sacrifice Seer 


grew to be a supreme power, so on the other side men found in *7st¢™. 


Eickhel, I.c. There is a consecration 


1 Suet. Oct. 53- 

2 Suet. Domit. 13. There are two 
coins of Aurelian which bear the in- 
scriptions: Deo et domino nato and 
Deo et domino nostro. The head of the 
Emperor is rayed and on the reverse 
is the inscription: Restitut.orbis. 
Fickhel, vii. 482. There are three types 
of coins of Carus with the inscription: 
Deo et domino Caro. Eckhel, vii. 508. 
These coins seem to have been struck 
during the lifetime cf the Emperors. 


coin of the latter Emperor with the 
inscription: @€@ Kapw ceB and on 
the reverse adtepweic: Hckhel, vii: 
509. 
On the use of the titles Dominus 
and Deus on coins see Spanheim, De 
prest. et usu nummorum, ii, 482 ff; 
489 ff. Compare also Tert. Apol. 34 
and on the other hand Dion Cass. lv. 
12 (Seordr75). 
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triumphant force that which could command their immediate 
homage. On a selfish view of life, where the visible is the measure 
of hope and aspiration, this is indeed the necessary end to which 
worship comes. That which may have been the worship of heroes 
degenerates into the worship of conquerors. The idolatry of service 
passes into the idolatry of success. 

The later period of Grecian history shews the transition from 
the adoration of the unseen to the adoration of the seen, from the 
conception of gods to the conception of divine men, whose divinity 
was recognised first in true nobleness and then in mere strength’. 
The certain symptoms of the change are found in the time of the 
Peloponnesian War, but as yet the feeling which guided it was 
generous. The honours which the people of Amphipolis paid to 
Brasidas were at least given to one who had died for the inde- 
pendence of their city’; and Lysander to whom first religious 
honours were paid while still living had crowned his country with 
a decisive victory*. Even in the next stage the magnificent exploits 
of Alexander might seem to offer some excuse for the assumption ~ 
of more than human dignity; but with his successors in Syria 
and Egypt simple selfishness was consecrated*, The old beliefs 


1 Tt is said that Darius the father of uédrere, KoOpat, 


Xerxes first received from the Egyp- 
tians the title of ‘God’ in his life- 
time. Diod. Sic. i. gs. 

2 Thucyd. v.12. So the Syracusans 
gave to Dion ‘the honours of a hero:’ 
Diod. Sic. xvi. 20, Herodotus gives 
an earlier example of hero-worship, 
which he says was unprecedented, in 
the case of Philippus of Crotona, a 
victor at Olympia, and the hand- 
somest man of his time. After his 
death, he says, the Egesteans, dd 
TO éwiirod KdXdos él Tod rapov adbrou 
np@ov lpuarduevor Ovoinor adrov iddoKov- 
tae (Herod. v. 47). 

3 Plut. Lysander, 18. Honours simi- 
lar to those paid to Lysander were 
paid to T. Quinct. Flamininus at Chal- 
cis in the time of Plutarch (&r: cal Kad’ 
quads). This was the closeof the Pean 
sung at the sacrifice in his honour; 


Ziva péyav ‘Padyav re Virovy 6 gua 
‘Papalwy re mori, 
"Ine Hacdy, & Tire odrep. 
Plut. Titus, ec. 16. 

Suetonius speaks of the erection of 
temples in honour of proconsuls as 
an ordinary honour: Templa quamvis 
Sciret [Augustus] etiam proconsulibus 
decerni solere, in nullé tamen provin- 
cia nisi communi suo Romeque no- 
mine recepit (Oct. c. 52). So Cicero 
takes credit to himself for having de- 
clined the compliment: Ep. ad Att. x 
21.7; ad Quint. fr. i. 1,26. But in 
stich cases the temple was not erected 
to the officer, but in honour of him, 
though the transition from the one 
thought to the other became easy a- 
mong degenerate races. 

* For the worship of the Ptolemies 
see Theoer. Id. xvii, 
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had died out. Euhemerus had laboured to shew that the persons of 
the popular mythology were mortal heroes, and there was no 
longer any faith behind, which such beings could embody and repre- 
sent. It was then only a step to substitute a power present at 
least and real for that which was not different in kind and obscured 
by time. Great sovereigns were felt to be more powerful than the 

ancient gods; and the language in which Tertullian describes the 

popular feeling of his own time in Africa was already true three or 

four centuries earlier in the kingdoms of Alexander’s successors, 
Atheism was a less serious charge than disloyalty. The majesty of a 

god was less august than that of a monarch; ‘for,’ he adds, saying 

of his countrymen what was equally applicable to the subjects of an 
Antiochus or a Ptolemy, ‘ you regard the Emperor with a greater 

‘dread, and more calculating fearfulness than Olympian Jove himself 

*...you would sooner forswear yourselves by all the gods than by the 

‘single genius of Ceesar’.’ 

The general unbelief in spiritual powers which thus grew up in Extends to 
the Greek kingdoms of the East after the conquest of Alexander soon a 
spread to the West. The speculations of Euhemerus . found an 
advocate at Rome in the poet Ennius’. At the same time however 
the national Italian faith in the gods of the family — the Lares, 
the Manes, the Genius — modified the results which they were 
Such a faith declared that in man there is 
The life of the family, 


of the clan, of the state was acknowledged to be Divine, and to have 


calculated to produce. 
something more than what is called human. 
a connexion with an unseen order. ‘Roma’ was already worshipped 
as a goddess, and assumed before long the figure and attributes of 


Pallas*. If the belief in the ancient divinities was gone, some con- 


It was with better reason that Deme- 
trius obtained divine honours at Si- 
ceyon: Tidy icobéwy eruxe mapa Tots ev 
madotcr (Diod. Sic. xx. 102). 

1 Tertull. Apol. 28. Minuce. Fel. Oct. 
29. Compare the song in Athen, vi. 63. 

2 Cic, de Nat. Deor, i. 42, 119. 

3 The Smyrneans claimed to be the 
first who erected a temple to Rome 
B.C. 195 (Tac. Ann. iv. 56). The wor- 
ship spread even to Britain. In the 


W. 


Library of Trinity College there is an 
inscription on an altar found at ‘ Ro- 
‘chester in Rhedesdaile’ which bears 
at the head the letters p.n.s. (D[ex] 
Rfome] S[acrum]). Comp. Mommsen, 
Iscrr. Latt. vii. 179, No. 1037. 

Some interesting representations of 
Rome on coing are’ given in the The- 
saurus Morellianus: see Havercamp’s 
Index s.v. (ed, 1734). How soon Rome 
appeared as Pallas is disputed. 
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ception of the Divine still lingered. ‘ For a mortal to help a mortal,’ 
writes the elder Pliny, “is the essence of deity (Deus est mortali 
‘juvare mortalem), and this is the way to eternal glory. By this 
‘path it was the chiefs of Rome advanced: by this it is’—so he 
adds coming to his own time—‘Vespasian, the greatest ruler of any 
‘age is now proceeding with his children, in a heavenly course, 
‘succouring the exhausted Empire, And the oldest form of return- 
‘ing gratitude to benefactors, is that such men should be enrolled 
‘ among the deities *.’ 

Thus in the consecration of the Emperors’ two distinct elements 


the idea of were combined, the national faith in the Genius and the eastern 


Kmperor- 
worship. 


The con- 
secration 
of Julius 
Ceesar. 


adoration of power. The homage which one citizen might yield 
in servile adulation to a supreme lord, might be rendered by 
another to that which he looked upon as the spirit of the state. 
Such a combination of thoughts was present to the mind of the first 


emperors. Augustus during his lifetime would not allow any temple 


to be erected to himself alone, but only to ‘Rome and Augustus®*.’ 


Yet even so there were some men left in the republic who felt ; 


that the first assumption of divine prerogatives by Cesar justified his 


death +, 


1 Plin, Hist. Nat. ii. 7, The same 
kind of feeling runs through the frag- 
ment of Cicero’s treatise De consola- 
tione (ap. Lactant. Instit. i, 15) in 
which he proposes to render divine 


honours to Tullia: te omnium opti- 


mam doctissimamque, approbantibus 
diis immortalibus ipsis, in eorum ccetu 
locatam ad opinionem omnium mor- 
talium consecrabo. 

2 The subject of Apotheosis has been 
treated at length by J. D. Schoepf- 
lin in a special dissertation (De apo- 
theost,,, Argentor. 1729). References 
to later literature are given in Pauly, 
Real-Encykl. s.v. 

Boissier discusses the Apotheosis of 
the Roman Emperors with special re- 
ference to that of Julius Cesar and 
Augustus in considerable detail (La 
Religion Romaine, i. 122—208). 

3 Inscriptions of this form are found 
as at Mylasa: 6 dfmos avroxparope Kat- 


But Cesar had himself measured more accurately the true 


capt Geod vig DeBaore apxrepe? peylorw 
kat 06% ‘Pwuy (Boeckh, Inser. Gr. No. 
2696); at Cyme in Mysia: él tepéws 
Tas ‘Pauas Kat avtoxpdropos Kaloapos 
0éw vlw, Ow DeBdorw...Marduwvos (id. 
No. 3524); and at Athens: Oed ‘Pay 
kal ZeBaor@ Kaloapr (id. No. 478). 

Elsewhere the name of Augustus 
stands alone, as at Malta: dudumoned- 
gas beg Avyovory (id. No. 5754); and 
Tlium: atroxpdropa Katoapa Qeod vidr, 
Gedy ZeBaorov... (id. No. 3604). Comp. 
id. No. 4474, Wndicua Tis wodews Tep- 
pbev Ge@ Aiyotorw (Syria). See also 
Nos. 2087, 3285, 4238; and Appian, 
Bell. Civ. v. 132, kat qv 6 Katoap érav 
és réTe 8kTw Kal elkoot, Kad atrov al m4é6- 
Neus Tots operépors Oeots cuvldpvor. 

* Suet. Jul. Cesar, c. 76. Non enim 
honores modo nimios recepit...sed et 
ampliora etiam humano fastigio de- 
cerni sibi passus est: sedem auream in 
curia et pro tribunali, thensam et fer- 
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spirit of his age, though he fell a victim to the few. No sooner 
was he dead than the Senate decreed to him ‘every honour divine 


‘at once and human’ ;’ 


and he was placed in the number of the gods 
not only ‘by the word of those who passed the decree, but also by 
‘the conviction of the people. A comet appeared for seven days in 
“succession at the first celebration of the games which Augustus 
‘exhibited in his honour, and it was believed that it was the soul of 
‘Cesar admitted into heaven ®,’ 

Worshipof | 


é jt 3 5 August 
Augustus resolutely refused to receive divine honours publicly at ae Ronee 


When the beginning was once made the descent was rapid®. 


culum Circensi pompa, templa, aras, 
simulacra juxta deos, pulvinar, flami- 
nem, lupercos, appellationem mensis e 
suo nomine. Comp. c. 88 in deorum 
numerum relatus est non ore modo 
decernentium sed et persuasione vulgi. 

1 Td. c. 84. Comp. Dion Cass. xlvii. 
19. 
5 Id. c. 88. The language of the 
poets is well known and not without 
deep significance, before it had become 
conventional. Comp. Ovid, Met. xy. 
840 ff., and Burmann’s note; Fasti 
iii. 7or ff.; Lucan, Phars. i. 45 ff. 

The language used in an inscrip- 

ion at Ephesus in honour of Jul. 

wsar (A.U.c. 706—7), which St John 
may have read, is worth quoting: 
... doy “Tovd\ov, Tatov vicov Kaicapa, 
Tov dpxvepea Kal adroxpdropa Kal 7d dev- 
repov tmrarov, Tov dao "Apews kal Adpo- 
delryns Ocoy emipavy Kal Kowdy Tov dv- 
Opwrtvov Blov cwrnpa... Boeckh, Inscr. 
Gr. No. 2957- 

3 The rite was variously described 
by Latin writers as dicari caelo, con- 
secrari, inter divos referrt, in deorum 
numerum referri (Suet.), divus appellari. 
Thus Eutropius says of Claudius: 
post mortem consecratus est divusque 
appellatus (vii. 13), and of Antoninus 
Pius: inter divos relatus est et merito 
consecratus (viii. 8). His notice of the 
consecration of Diocletian is remark- 
able: Contigit igitur ei, quod nulli 
post natos homines, ut cum privatus 
obisset inter divos tamen referretur. 

The Greek historians use the terms 


amobéwots (Tertull. Apol. 34) and éx- 
Oecdgeu. 

Herodian has given a detailed de- 
scription of the ceremony in connexion 
with the consecration of Septimius 
Severus (Herodian, iv. 2). The last 
sentence is worth quoting. The struc- 
ture on which the figure of the de- 
ceased was placed in order to be con- 
sumed is built, he says, ‘like a Pharos’ 
in diminishing stages. When the pile 
is lighted an eagle is let loose from 
the highest and smallest, ‘as from a 
‘battlement, to ascend with the fire 
‘to the sky. This is believed by the 
‘Romans to carry the soul of the Hm- 
‘ peror from earth to heaven ; and from 
‘that time he is worshipped (Opnoxeve- 
‘7at) with the rest of the gods.’ How- 
ever difficult it may be to believe that 
such an exhibition was made in the 
first age of the empire, Dion relates 
that this ceremony was performed at 
the burning of Augustus: 7 meév [upd] 
dvntoxeTo, derds O€ Tis €& avTis defels 
avirraro ws Kal dh Thy Wuxi avrov és 
Tov otpavey avadéepwr (lvi. 42); and Sue- 
tonius relates that one was found, a 
man of pretorian rank, who swore 
that he saw his form (effigiem) ascend 
from the pyre to heaven: Oct. roo. 
Compare also Dion Cass. (Xiphil.) 
Ixxiy. 5 (an eagle rose from the pyre 
of Pertinax). 

The Apotheosis is represented on 
two important works of art, on the 
‘Tiberian Agate,’ and on the base of 
the column of Antoninus Pius. There 
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Rome' though he accepted the title (Augustus, S<Bacrds) which 
seemed to challenge them*> but at his death his feeling, at least, was 
sufficiently notorious to be made a ground of reproach*. In this 
respect the description which Ovid gives of the private worship 
which he paid to the members of the imperial family at his place 
of exile on the Euxine may probably serve as a type of the popular 


practice even during the emperor's lifetime: 
‘Nec pietas ignota mea est: videt hospita tellus 
In nostra sacrum Cesaris esse domo. 
Stant pariter natusque pius, conjuxque sacerdos, 
Numina jam facto non leviora Deo... 
His ego do toties cum ture precantia verba 
Eoo quoties surgit ab orbe dies4,’ 
After the death of Augustus divine honours were solemnly de- 
creed and paid to him in the capital. The Senate decreed to him 


‘a temple and divine rites (caelestes relligiones)’*. A sacred college 
(sodales Augustales) was established’ afterwards to provide for the due 
performance of the ceremonies connected with his worship®. And the 
crowning rite of the ‘apotheosis’ sanctioned and defined the religious 
honours which he had received and which were yet due to him’. 

In the provinces the enthusiasm of the devotees of the Empire 


was allowed free scope. The only limit placed upon it was that 


which has been already mentioned: Augustus required that the 


name of Rome should be joined with his own. In. obedience to this 


command temples were dedicated at Athens* and Pola® to Rome and 


are good outlines on a small scale and and nimbus: Montfaucon, l.c. De TOT: 


descriptions of both in Millin’s Galerie 
Mythologique, pll. clxxix, clxxx, and 
also in Schoepflin, Tab. 1. A large 
engraving of the sculpture on the base 
of the column of Antoninus is given 
in the Museo Pio Clement. V., tav. 
xxix; and of the ‘Tiberian Agate’ in 
Montfaucon, L’ Antiquité expliquée, v. 
153. The Apotheosis of Faustina is 
represented on a bas-relief from the Arch 
of M. Aurelius. Parker, Phot. 1686. 
To these works may be added a 
group at Madrid symbolising the Apo- 
theosis of Claudius, in which an eagle 
is represented bearing the bust of the 
Emperor, who has a rayed crown 


Schoepflin, Tab. ii. 

1 Suet. Oct. 52. 

2 See below, p. 267, n. 1. 

3 Tac. Ann. i. 10. 

* Ovid, Ep. ex Pont. iv. 9, 105 ff. 
Other passages of the Augustan poets 
are worth study: Virg. Eel. i. 6 ff.; 
id. Georg. i. 24 ff. ; iii. 16 ff. ; Hor. Od. 
LES 25 ava era 2s 

® Tac, Ann. i. r1 ; Dion Cass. lvi. 46. 

§ Tac, Ann. i. 545; Hist. ii. gs. 

7 Dion Cass. lvi. 34, 42. 

8 Comp. Suet. Oct. 60. 
Inser. Gr. No. 478. 

® Stuart and Revett, Athens... iv. 
(ed. 1816). 


Boeckh, 
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Augustus; and Herod the Great placed two images to these kindred 
powers in the temple which he built at his new Czsarea’. The 
cities of Asia Minor vied with one another in paying him the same 
kind of honour. He was celebrated in temples at Pergamum’, at 
At Sparta he 


seems to have had a temple alone like Julius Cesar which was seen 


Nicomedia, at Mylasa’, at Cyrene, in_his lifetime. 
by Pausanias*. There were temples to him also at Cyzicus, Nysa, 
Apollonia in Pisidia, and Assos. The Augusteum at Ancyra has 
preserved the famous record of his achievements which was inscribed 
upon its walls’, The Augusteum at Alexandria was one of the most 
splendid buildings in the city®. In the West temples were raised to 
him at Tarragona in Spain’, at Narbonne, Vienne and Lyons in 
Gaul®. And Philo could say that the whole world decreed honours 
to Augustus equal to those paid to the Olympian gods’. 

It is unnecessary to trace at length the repetition of similar 
honours in the case of the following Emperors. The example once 
given was steadily followed with such variations as were due to the 


individual character of those who claimed or gave them. Tiberius 


imitated the reserve of Augustus. 


1 Jos. Ant. xv. 10 (13); id. B. J.1. 
21 (16). He placed in it a statue of 
Augustus ‘as large as that of Zeus at 
Olympia, of which it was an imitation, 
and another of Rome equal to that of 
Hero at Argos’ (Jos. loc. post.). 

Augustus, under the form of Jupiter 
and Livia, with the attributes of Rome, 
are represented on a famous cameo at 
Vienna: Millin, Galerie Mythologique, 
elxxxi. 676; compare id. clxxviii. 66r. 

2 Tac. Ann.iy. 38, 55. 

3 Boeckh, Inscr. Gr. No. 2696. 

4 Pausan. iii. rr. 4. This may have 
been erected after his death like that 
at Nola: Suet. Tib. 40. 

5 On this Augusteum compare EH. 
Guillaume, Revue Archéologique, 1871, 
pp. 347 ff. 

6 Philo, Leg. ad Cai. ii. p. 567. 

. 7 Tac, Ann. i. 78. Comp. Spartian. 
Traj. Cc. 12. 

8 Suet. Claud. 2. 

Archéol. 1871, Pp. 348. 


Guillaume, Rev. 


He only allowed a single temple 


9 Philo, l.c. ii. pp. 567 £. 

At Tentyra he was called Zevs édev- 
Gépios. Boeckh, Inser. Gr. No. 4715. 

Ephesus claimed to be vewxdpos of 
the Augusti and of Artemis: Inscrr. 
Nos. 3, 7, 13) 15 from the Great Theatre, 
No. 15 from the site of the Temple, 
No. 12, 15 from the city and suburbs, 
in Woo0d’s Discoveries at Hphesus, 1877. 

On the Temples of Augustus see 
Guillaume, l.c. 

On Roman consecration coins he is 
styled generally Divus, but once on a 
coin of Gallienus Deus; and this title 
is found on provincial pieces (DEO 
avevsro): Eekhel, vi. 125. 

The following inscriptions are taken 
almost at random: at Perugia, NVMINI 
AvG@vst1 sacr. (Orelli, 608): at Verona, 
DEO AvG... (id. 609): at Herculaneum, 
DIVO AVGVSTO AVGVSTALES (id. 610): at 
Fano, DIVO AVGVSTO...PIO PATRI DOMI- 
NORVM. 
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to be erected to himself in connexion with the Senate in Asia; and 
refused to sanction a like-honour in Spain’. It is said that Caius 
when he was warned that he had gone beyond the dignity of emperors 
and kings, immediately claimed the majesty of the gods, replacing 
by his own likeness the heads of famous statues, and offering him- 
self for the adoration of the citizens between the figures of Castor 
and Pollux’. 


enforce, as it appeared, an endless dominion over the Britons, is given 


A temple erected to Claudius at Camulodunum, to 
_as one of the causes of the revolt of Boadicea*®. Nero after the con- 
spiracy of Piso went further than his predecessors and allowed a 
temple to be decreed to himself at Rome with the epithet ‘Divus’ 
though some at the time regarded the assumption of such a title as 
an omen of speedy death *, 

When the chiefs of the state were thus invested with a divine 
character, it was natural to extend celestial honours to the prin- 
cipal members of the imperial family, Accordingly wives and 
children of the emperors received the stamp of divinity’. Caius 
consecrated his sister® and Trajan his father’. The license of such 
power was not exhausted, till Hadrian carried the profanation of 
worship to the furthest limit, and offered his unworthy favourite, 
Antinous, who was not even a Roman, as a new Bacchus or Apollo 


or Pan, for the adoration of the world, ‘And all men,’ in the in- 


1 Tac. Ann. iv. 15, 55 f.;.37f. 

2 Suet. Cal. 22. 

‘3 Tac. Ann. xiv. 31. Comp. id. Ann. 
Kil. 69; xiii. 2. 

4 Tac. Ann. xv. 74. 
Apol. 34. 

On contemporary coins he bears the 
titles of Zeus, Apollo and Hercules; 
and one coin in his honour is inscribed 
T% owrhpt THs olxovmévys: Eckhel, vi. 
278 f. 

° Thus the wives of Augustus (Livia), 
Vespasian (Domitilla), Trajan (Plo- 
tina), Hadrian (Sabina), Antoninus 
Pius (Faustina), M. Aurelius (Faustina 
Pia), Septimius Severus (Julia Au- 
gusta), Maximinus (Paulina), Valerian 
(Mariniana), received divine honours, 


Comp. Tert. 


See Schoepflin,’pp. 54 ff. The first lady 
of the imperial family who was con- 
secrated was Drusilla, the sister of 
Caius: Suet. Calig. 24. 

Nero gaye divine honours to his 
daughter Claudia Poppea who died 
an infant: Tac. Ann. xv. 23. 

Those who had been consecrated 
were often represented under the form 
of the old deities, Livia, for example, 
as Juno, Julia as Ceres, Faustina as 
Cybele (Schoepfiin, pp. go f.). 

In the Mus. Pio Clement. Veewlave 
xxvi. there is a striking representation 
of Hadrian in the character of Jupiter, 

6 Comp. Suet. Calig. 24. 

7 Plin. Paneg. tof, 
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dignant words of Justin, ‘were eager to reverence him as a god 


through fear, though they knew who he was and whence he sprung’. 


These details, a few only out of many which are preserved on Two 


: A eS ‘4 ‘ 3 . elements 
coins and inscriptions as well as in the scattered notices of historians, in the 
will indicate how deeply the belief in the superhuman character of bares 
the Emperor was inwrought into the popular mind in the first and ey. 


second centuries, and how welcome it was to the mass of men, as 
offering them at least a definite object for worship, though the more 
thoughtful might shrink from some of the consequences which such 
an opinion carried with it. If we now endeavour to look at the 
belief more closely we shall see that as it was based upon two ideas 
originally, so it was manifested in two forms. We have to distinguish 
the position of the Emperor during his lifetime, and his position 
after death: the apotheosis and the inherent sacredness of the head of 
the state. These two elements are by no means necessarily connect- 
ed. Many emperors like Caius and Nero and Domitian who had 
claimed and received while living divine honours were not reckoned 
among the gods after their death. The apotheosis was a deliberate 
act of the state performed through the Senate: the sacredness of the 
Emperor followed from the simple possession of power. Practically 
it was the latter which made a stumblingblock to, the Christian. 
The recognition of the divinity of the Emperor found expression in 


many of the acts of daily life. The apotheosis once accomplished 


1 Just. M. Apol.i. 29. Orig. c. Cels. 
Hic. 30, 

Fickhel (Doctr. Numm. viii. 463) gives 
a list of members of the imperial 
family whose consecration is witnessed 
by coins, 48 in all, including 15 females. 
Compare also Schoepflin, pp. 15—57- 

The divine worship paid to Anti- 
nous may serve as a striking example 
of popular fanaticism or profanity. 
Among the inscriptions on coins struck 
in his honour by Greek cities—‘none 
éwere struck at Rome or in Roman 
<eolonies’—are the following: aNnTi- 
NOOC tAKXOC (Adramyttium), NEw 


laky@ and NeW TrYOI@ (Tarsus), 
ocTiIAioc MapkeAAOC 1Epeyc TOY 
ANTINOOY (Corinth), ANTINOON BEON 
(Hierapolis, Nicopolis), H TATPIC AN- 
TINOON @€0N (Bithynium), TAN! AN- 
TINOW (Arcadia?) One inscription 
may be added: aNTINOW! CYNOPO- 
NWI TWN EN AILYTITWI BEWN M. 
OYATTIOC ATTOAAGNIOC TIPOPHTHC 
(Gruter, p. 86. 1). 

These examples are taken from 
Bekhel, Doctr. Numm. vi. 528 ff. 

The worship of Antinous was still 
continued in Egypt in the time of 
Clement (Protr. iv. p. 14?.). 
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only added one more to the list of deities who. had no strong hold 
even upon the ieee bisa of the heathen. 


The wide 1. The essential divinity of the sovereign power was the 
ee : main religious thought of the Empire, but at the same time the 
Apotheosis. 


ceremony of the apotheosis gave distinctness to the conception 
of divinity in the living Emperors. The various emblems proper 
in the gods which were attributed to the deceased on works of 
art—the rayed crown, the pure wand, the nimbus, the sacred 
car, the eagle—appealed to the imagination and brought the idea 
of deity nearer to the earth. Moreover the apotheosis was not 
necessarily the reward of signal virtues. If it had been so the 
rite might have lessened the respect which was rendered to a 
vicious sovereign. But as it was the exceptions were not sufficient 
to disturb the belief that apotheosis was the natural issue of an 
ordinary reign’. The language of Pliny is undoubtedly rhetorical, 
but still there is some truth in his contemptuous explanation of the ~ 
motives which had led to earlier apotheoses in order to extol the 
wisdom of Trajan. ‘Tiberius consecrated Augustus, but he did go in 
‘order that he might introduce the char ge of treason: Nero conse- 
‘crated Claudius, but that he might mock [the ceremony], Titus 
‘consecrated Vespasian, and Domitian, Titus, but the former that he 
‘might appear to be the son, the latter that he might appear to be 
‘the brother of a god. You have raised your father to heaven not to 
‘inspire fear into the citizens, not to insult the deities, not to gain 
‘honour for yourself, but because you believe him to be a god®’. 
Such a belief however was not required even from the noblest 
Emperors. It is reckoned among the most distinguished merits of 
M. Aurelius that he dissembled or defended the profligacy of his 
colleague Verus, though it was most repulsive to him, and procured 
for him all the honours of consecration®. On the other hand it is 


said that the consecration of Marcus himself was something more 
1 Plin. Paneg. 11. preterquam consecrationis honore dig- 


2 Comp. Spart. Hadr. 27. Suet. natus...carpsit...edictis. 
Domit. 2 [Titum] defunctum ... nullo ® Capitol. M. Aur. 15. 
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than a pageant. No one thought that he should be lamented as one 
Death had simply restored him to the gods who had 
lent him for a time to men. Not to have his statue in the house, if 


@ person’s position allowed or required it, was sacrilege; and some 


who was lost. 


believed that he continued to care for his people and revealed to 
them the future in dreams’. But such cases on either side were 
rare and the mocking words with which Vespasian recognised the 


progress of his fatal illness sufficiently describe the general feeling. 


“Woe is me: I suppose I am on the point of becoming a god”.’ 


1 Capitol. M,. Aur. 18 parum sane 
fuit quod illi honores divinos omnis 
ztas omnis sexus omnis conditio ac 
dignitas dedit, nisi quod etiam sacri- 
legus judicatus est qui eius imaginem 
in sua domo non habuit, qui per for- 
tunam vel potuit habere vel debuit. 
Comp. id, Ant. P. 13. 

2 Suet. Vesp. 23. 

It is said by Hutropius (x. 15, 17) 
that Constantius and Jovian were con- 
secrated (inter divos relati); and the 
title Divus was given to the deceased 
Emperors in formal documents to the 
close of the Western Empire (Schoepf- 
lin, pp. 50f.). The title was trans- 
ferred to later sovereigns even during 
their lifetime; and John of Salisbury, 
in a passage referred to by Schoepflin, 
remarks on the misuse of the word in 
his time: Suos quoque imperatores 
quos de more Romanus populus fide- 
liter jugulabat, deificavit fidelius inani 
solatio...eosque mentiebantur in sor- 
tem transiisse numinum ac si caelo 
suo mundoque regendo, nisi tyrannis 
ascitis, omnipotentis non sufficiat ma- 
nus. Facti sunt ergo divi indigetes 
aut, ut aliis placet, heroes, quos nec 
etiam humana sorte dignos Romano- 
rum perfidia reputavit. Tractum est 
hine nomen quo principes virtutum 
titulis et vere fidei luce presignes se 
divos audeant nedum gaudeant appel- 
lari, veteri quidem consuetudine etiam 
in vitio et adversus fidem catholicam 
obtinente (Polyer. iii. 10; Migne, Pa- 
trol. Lat, excix. 496). Charles the 
Great had already condemned the cus- 
tom. After reproving Constantine and 


Trene for their assumption of the title 
and for the use of the corresponding 
word divalia in regard to their decrees, 
he says: Cesset igitur, cesset falsi 
nominis ambitio, destituatur antiqui 
erroris vestigium, facescat czece super- 
stitionis vocabulum, abdicatur proca- 
cig nominis supercilium, pellatur a 
fidelibus in divos transferendorum 
hominum -gentile mendacium (Libr. 
Carol. cap. de imag. i. 4). 

The Consecration Coins form an 
interesting study. The mode in which 
the old idea is translated into a Bib- 
lical form in the consecration coin 
of Constantine is of singular interest. 
The head of the Emperor is covered 
with the usual veil, but on the reverse 
the eagle which before symbolised the 
removal of the soul above no longer 
appears. In its place the Emperor is 
represented in a chariot drawn by 
four horses with uplifted head and out- 
stretched hands, and from heaven the 
Divine Hand is stretched to raise the 
believer. 

In this connexion an earlier coin 
may be mentioned, which seems to ex- 
press simply the Christian thought of 
‘consecration.’ This is one struck by 
Gallienus in honour of his wife Salo- 
nina, It bears the empress seated 
with an olive-branch in her hand and 
the legend avevst.1n pace, The last 
two words can scarcely have a dif- 
ferent meaning from that which they 
bear on monuments. They shew al- 
most beyond question that Salonina 
was a Christian, and that the coin 
was struck by the Emperor in memory 
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The genius 2. 
f the : . 
ee divinity by the consequent array of priests and sacrifices and temples; 


The apotheosis gave definiteness to the idea of the imperial 


but it was, as has been said, the: practical belief in the essential 
sacredness of the Emperor as such which forced the Christian into 
direct antagonism with the state’. He could not, like his fellow- 
citizens, acknowledge the ‘Genius’ of the Emperor: he could not give 
divine honour to the Emperor himself. The Genius or Fortune of the 
Emperor symbolised the spiritual energy which through him was sup- 
posed to direct the whole system of the commonwealth. To swear 
by this was to recognise the reality of a power which the Christian 
either denied to exist or held to be malignant’, And it was equally 
impossible for him to attribute to a man any of the prerogatives which 
he held to belong to God. ‘We render honour to the Emperor,’ writes 
Tertullian®, ‘in such a way as is lawful for us and expedient for him, 
‘as to a man who stands next to God, and who has obtained what- 
‘ever he is from God, and is less than God only...And so we offer 
‘sacrifices for the safety of the Emperor, but to our God and his, and, 


‘as God has enjoined, with simple prayer.’ And however extravagant 


of his wife after her death. Comp. 
King, Early Christian Numismatics, 
pp. 44ff.; and on the whole subject of 
Consecration Coins Eckhel, Doctr. 
Numm. viii. 456 ff. 

1 The representation of the Genius 
is found sparingly on the coins of the 
early Emperors: ¢.g. GENIO AUGUSTI 
(Nero: Eckhel, vi. 272); @mnio Pp. R. 
(Augustus: id. vi. 97 f.); GuNIUS Pp. R. 
(Vitellius, td. vi. 317). Towards the 
close of the third century the Genius 


Julian : GENIO ANTIOCHENI, 
Inscriptions in honour of the Genius 
of a particular place, or society or 
person are very frequent. Among the 
Roman inscriptions Mommsen gives 
examples of dedications: GENIO CEN- 
TURIH, G. TURMH, G. SANOTO CASTRO- 
RUM, G. HORREORUM, G. DECURIM, G. 
EXERCITUS, &¢. (Inserr. Latt. vi. 1, 
208 ff.). In Britain inscriptions are 
found GENIO LOCI, G. CENTURIM, G. 
COHORTIS, G. VALLI, G. TERRA BRITAN- 


appears much more commonly and in 
different forms. It is significantly cha- 
racteristic of the reign of Diocletian. 
The following types of inscription are 
given in Bandurius: GEnrus AvGuUSTI, 
G. AUGUSTORUM, G. AUGG. ET COss., G. 
CMSARIS, and GENIUS EXERCITUS, G. 
EXERCITUS ILLYRICIANI, G. ILLYRICI, G. 
IMPERATORIS, G. POPULI ROMANI. The 
GENIUS AUGUSTI, G. IMPERATORIS, 4G. 
POPULI ROMANI appears on coins of 
Constantine. The only later example 
which I have observed is on a coin of 


niom, &e. id. vii. The corresponding 
phrases TyXH CeBactoy and tyyH 
TroAEwc are found on Greek coins: 
Hckhel, iv. 60; ii. 455. It would be of 
deep interest to compare the ideas of 
TYXH and GENIUS. 

There is an impressive figure of the 
Genius of Augustus in the Mus. Pio 
Clement. iii, Tay. 11. 

® Orig. ¢. Cels. viii. 65. 

° Tert, ad Scap. 2. Comp. Theoph. 
ad Autol. i. 11. 
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the pretensions may appear which Tertullian here sets aside they were 
a necessary consequence of the conception of the Empire. The very 
title ‘Augustus’ was rightly felt from the first to separate him to 
whom it was assigned from other men, and, so to speak, to conse- 
crate him while still on earth’. So Ovid rightly contrasts the name 
with the most glorious titles which the heroes of Roman history 
had won, and adds: 


‘Sed tamen humanis celebrantur honoribus omnes: 
Hic socium summo cum Jove nomen habet. 
Sancta vocant augusta patres: augusta vocantur 

Templa, sacerdotum rite dicata manu?.’ 


If the Empire was one and had one life, if the centre of life was in 
the sovereign, if the many deities of polytheism were supposed to 
exercise local and circumscribed authority it is evident that the 
Emperor alone could offer to all his subjects a common object for 
adoration. In him all that affected their outward well-being was 
visibly gathered up. No member of the popular Pantheon presented 
a similar point of convergence for hope. If unity could be gained 
under polytheism it could exist only through an actual, temporal 
head. And this unity it was, constructed artificially and set forth 
for the acceptance of men in the person of an Emperor, that the 
Roman system expressed. 

In such a view of humanity the Christian found the complete Egsential- 


antithesis to that which had been revealed to him. He held indeed a ae one 


of Chris- 


most firmly the unity of humanity, but this was assured to him in Haniey! 


the Incarnation. Unity resting on that which is outward seemed to 
He reached forward to 
He could 
not acknowledge in the Emperor the centre of that larger being 
which he had found in all its fulness in Christ. 


the Genius—the demon—the spiritual essence of a power which 


him necessarily to be partial and worthless. 


another order for the resolution of all the discords of life. 


He could not invoke 


1 On the title compare Eckhel, Doctr. 
Num. viii. pp. 355 ff. The words of 
Dion Cassius (lili. 16) state the case 
plainly: Avyouoros ws kal melov 7 
Kara dvOpwmmous wy émexhyOn, ravTa yap 
ro evryotara Kal TH lepwrara avyourra. 
mpocaryopeverau’ €& ovmep Kal ZeBacrov 


avroy Kar éddqvigovrés Tws woTep TWA 
cEeMTOV ao TOD ceBdverOar TpocEtror. 

2 Ovid, Fasti, i. 607 ff. Comp. Suet. 
Octav. 7; Florus, ii. 34. Onthe Ephe- 
sine inscriptions ¢iAocéBaoros occurs 
not unfrequently as a regular official 
epithet. 
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The effect 
of the 
law of 
Treason. 


THE TWO EMPIRES: 


stood forth as a rival of that to which he was devoted. He could 
not admit any of the prerogatives of absolute and irresponsible 
power in the person of one who represented the principles and 
authority of the visible order. Thus the opposition of Christianity 
and Imperialism was complete and irrevocable. The two Empires, 
when regarded in their principles, were seen to be utterly irrecon- 
cilable. 


3. One practical consequence of momentous importance followed 
from the concentration of all the dignity of the state in the single 
supreme head. An offence against the Emperor was not an offence 
against a man but against the commonwealth. Pliny, as we have 
seen, does not scruple to affirm that Tiberius procured -the consecra- 
tion of Augustus, that he might introduce the law of treason 
(mayestas, acéBew). The statement may be an exaggeration, but it 
is evident that the two ideas closely correspond; and no one can 
study the early history of the Empire without feeling that the novel . 
conception of the law of treason expresses in a most striking form 
the change which had passed over the constitution of the state. 

Even to a Roman this application of an old law—based on the 
exceptional position of the Emperor—often seemed to be intolerably 
vexatious. To shew that a man had been condemned for treason 
was held in the next reign to be, as Tacitus implies, a presumption 
of his innocence’, On the other hand Pliny remarks that it was a 
crime which a tyrant could plead against those who were free from 
every other*. At one time the sale of a statue of the reigning Em- 
peror was supposed to furnish ground for an impeachment: at another 
the conversion of such a statue into vessels for ordinary use. It was 
treason to speak evil of Augustus: it was treason to call Cassius the 
last of the Romans*. Caius, it is said, put men to death because 
they expressed a poor opinion of his shows, or never swore by his 


‘ 4 
genius . 


‘ Tac. Hist. i. 77, * Tac. Ann. i. 73; ii. 805 lil. 70; iv. 34. 
oi Plin, Paneg. 42. Comp. Tac. Ann. 4 Suet. Calig. 27. Comp. id. Claud. 
iu. 38. Diy 


THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD. 


In such a state of things it will be evident how liable Christians 
pvould become to the charge of treason, and how impossible it was 
for them to render the homage to the Emperor which was the test 
of loyalty. They could not offer sacrifices for his safety: they could 
not invoke his genius: they could not give him titles which seemed 
to trench upon the majesty of the one Lord. And while this was 
so it was vain for them to appeal to their secret prayers for his 
well-being: to pledge their wishes for his safety: to call him ‘a man 
second to god’.’ They did not dissemble that they owed supreme 
allegiance to another Master: that they waited for the establishment 
of another Kingdom : that they must fix for themselves the limits of 
their obedience. They were forced to stand as witnesses to the 
reality of an unseen world. They felt, it may have been indistinctly 
as yet, that in a firm hold on that they had a pledge of a nobler 
freedom than had ever been realised among men: that the belief in 
God, as made known to them in Christ, was the one safeguard against 
utter slavery. And because they believed in His Kingdom as more 
sure than all things, they knew that the faith which was committed 
to them was for all men, and not for Jew or Greek or Roman: they 
knew that it covered the whole area of life and could not leave any 
fragment of it to be occupied by a strange power: they knew that 
their work was not one of silence only but of might: and in that 


knowledge they were armed for the final conflict for life or death. 


1 Tert. Apol. 28 ff., 32. 
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THE GOSPEL OF CREATION. 


IL. 


N attempting to speak of such a mystery as the Gospel of Creation, ee 
that is of the promise of the Incarnation which was included in which the 

the Creation of man, it is evident that we have need of watchful and persite ss 
reverent care lest we should strive to go beyond the limits which oe 
bound the proper field of our powers. It is necessary also that we 
should guard ourselves against the danger of using human language, 
not only (as we must do) to represent as clearly as possible our con- 
ceptions of the divine, but as the legitimate foundation for secondary 
conclusions. If however we do devoutly recognise that in such 
speculations we are entering on holy ground ; if we steadily refuse to 
admit deductions as absolute which are derived from the conditions 
under which we apprehend the Truth made known to us; then it is 
well for us to look for a time towards the loftiest heights and the 
deepest foundations of faith. If we essay something without ‘pre- 
‘sumption and in submission to the judgment of the Church’—to 
borrow words spoken on the subject three hundred years ago—‘ and 
“supported by the light of the divine word give expression to our 
‘thoughts humbly to the best of our power with stammering lips, 
‘not only do we not offend God, but we do Him reverence, and not 
‘unfrequently profit the weaker members of the Church.’ 

1 Ht si Divine mentis arcana in nostris, mirum non est si nobis, dum 
patria pertingemus illustrius, ubi in hic agimus, magna sunt ex parte recon- 
lumine gloriz lumen nostre videbimus dita; attamen cum sine presumptione 


felicitatis ; immo cum cogitationes Dei subque censura, prout facimus, sacro- 
longe diverse sunt a cogitationibus sancte ecclesia aliquid attentamus et 


W. i 18 
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Concep- In this spirit then we must attempt to define our meaning when 

cat we express the belief that.the true Protevangelium is to be found in 

ae the revelation of Creation, or in other words that the Incarnation was 

towards independent of the Fall. All our present ideas of human life neces- 

union with 

God. sarily involve thoughts of pain and suffering and weakness. Such 
thoughts however are wholly excluded from the conception of that 
manhood which we regard as predestined in the eternal and absolute 
counsel of God for union with the Word, or (to look at it from the 
other side) as answering to Him of whom it was, in some sense 
which we cannot strictly define, the image, related as a copy to the 
archetype. In order to gain, however imperfectly and transiently, 
this conception, we endeavour to present to -ourselves humanity 
made in God’s image and advancing in harmonious cooperation with 
His Grace towards His likeness. We look upon men and man, upon 
the race as well as upon the individual, as far as we can, growing 
perfect as God is perfect, holy as God is holy. We follow this progress 
to its consummation; and then having so gained a conception of man- 
hood, answering to what is made known of the divine idea of man, we 
go on to say that it is most consonant to what God has revealed to 
believe that it was His pleasure that humanity, so consummated in 
its proper development in many parts, should find its true personality 
by union with His Son. According to this view man’s self-will by 
which he fell was not the occasion of the supreme manifestation of 
the love of God in ‘the taking of manhood unto God.’ That was 
the end of Creation from the beginning. The Fall, and here lies the 
greatest mystery of divine love, did not frustrate this end which it 
might seem to have made unattainable consistently with that truth 
and justice which define omnipotence. 

cee There is no question on any side that everything of suffering and 

tion ex- shame connected with the Incarnation was due to the Fall: there is 

pee sae no question that in our imagination the voluntary endurance of these 


a union. by the Son of God makes His love appear greater. But indeed 


luce Divini verbi suffulti illud pro veneramur et ecclesis imbecillioribus 
nostro captu humiliter balbutimus, membris non raro proficimus (Naclan- 
non solum Deum non offendimus sed tus, Opera, p. 37). 


THE GOSPEL OF CREATION. 275 


nothing finite can appreciably alter the love manifested in the Incar- 
nation which is essentially infinite; and it can be fairly maintained 
that we are led by Scripture to regard the circumstances of the 
Incarnation as separable from the idea of the Incarnation, and to 
hold that the circumstances of the Incarnation were due to sin, while 
the idea of the Incarnation was due to the primal and absolute 
purpose of love foreshadowed in Creation, apart from sin which was 
contingent. 


II. 


The subject as it is thus presented belongs properly to the later The idea 


faG 1 
ages of the Church. It may perhaps be truly said that the thought Bp cree es 


of an Incarnation independent of the Fall harmonizes with the riaeethe 
roel 1 + ds in the first 
general tenor of Greek Theology’. Some patristic phrases seem to iees of tied 


imply that the thought was distinctly realised here and there, and Church. 
perhaps “discussed. But the question was not formally raised, at 
least not so as to come into prominence, till the x1th or x1ith century. 
The circumstances of the primitive church adequately explain this 
silence on a point of speculation, which was not suggested and was 
even put out of sight by the work to be done in the first ages. The 
intensity of the conflict with heathenism was a necessary hindrance 
to the realisation of the unity of humanity ; and physical research 
had not within its own sphere forced the thought of such a unity 
upon men’s minds. Under such circumstances it was natural that 
Christian teachers should concentrate their efforts upon bringing out 
the truth of the redemption of a Church from fallen humanity 
rather than enter upon the theoretical investigation of the original 
relation of man and humanity to God. 
There is indeed a divine order in the progressive apprehension of nee 
the fulness of truth by the Christian consciousness. So the first work of the 
of conquest, the conquest of the old world, was accomplished by the ee 
Church in due time. And when the controversies of the fourth century 


were decided, a period of mainly traditional theology followed during 


1 See below, pp. 306 ff. 
18—2 
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the conquest of the northern nations (590—1050). Then at length 
a fresh energy of life was quickened in the West in the eleventh 
century, and scholars began to venture on independent lines of 
thought in many directions. Among other subjects the absolute 
idea and motive of the Incarnation appears then first to have 
received attention. The topic is handled by Rupert of Deutz (+ 1135), 
but in such a way as to indicate that he is dealing with it tenta- 
tively and without having either received or gained a firm and 
consistent opinion on the subject’. 

From the beginning of the thirteenth century the question 
‘whether Christ would have been incarnate if Adam had not sinned,’ 
became one of the recognised questions of the schools. In the period 
of the Reformation it was debated by representatives of the chief 
parties of Christendom ; and now again in quite recent times, after 


falling out of sight, the subject has been, and is likely to be, keenly 


discussed. 
The sub- The course of the controversy, the arguments used on the 
deel Ones different sides, the grounds of decision and of doubt alleged by the 
beet great teachers, afford a most instructive study in theology, the more 
this scho- 


ee. instructive perhaps because the subject itself is not complicated with 
method. considérations of orthodoxy, for it has been generally allowed that 
both decisions on the point in dispute are allowable. If it were 
only for the purpose of examiving in one detail the method of the 
schoolmen, it would be well worth while to consider what they have 
written upon a subject not uncongenial to their spirit, and one in 
which they are brought near to ourselves. Many of the arguments 
which they use appear to us frivolous and pointless. It requires a 
serious effort to enter into them with a sympathetic intelligence. 
But the effort is worth making. Conclusions which rest upon 


arbitrary assumptions as to the symmetries of things witness in an. 


1 Tn the attempt to trace the outline Thomassin (L.), De dogmatibus: De 
of the history of the doctrine, I have JIncarn. ii. 17, 7 ff. There is a slight 
derived great assistance from the re- review of the history in Dorner’s Doe- 
ferences in Gerhard (Joh.) Uberior ex- rine of the Person of Christ, ii. vol. 1. 
plicatio, loc. rv. cap. vii. §§ 142 ff.; Quen- pp. 361 ff. (Eng. Transl.). 
stedt (J. A.) Syst. Theol. 11. 109 ff. ; 
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imperfect fashion to a deep sense of a divine order in creation ; and 
we do injustice to those who draw them if we allow even the 
greatest errors of expression and form to blind us to the nobility of 


the conception which they embody most inadequately. 


The first writer however whom we have to notice, RUPERT OF Rupurr or 
Deutz. 
The con- 


temporary of Bernard of Clairvaux, he gave-himself even more com- 


Deutz, was not either in spirit or in form a schoolman. 


pletely than Bernard to the study of Holy Scripture and looked to 
the immediate guidance of the Spirit for the understanding of it. His 
In 1120 he was called to be Abbat 


His numerous works rest almost 


early years were spent at Liége. 
of Deutz, and died there in 1135. 
exclusively on interpretations of books or passages of the Bible ; and 
even where he gives way to a license of allegorising he preserves and 
enforces the conviction that the Word of God is still directly 
addressed to man through the writings of prophets and apostles. 

It is very startling that the main argument of Rupert in favour 
of the absolute divine purpose of the Incarnation is based upon a 
false reading of the Latin text of Hebr. u. 10. This he quotes with 
the passive consummare for consummare 1 and thus obtains the sense 
that it was fitting that He for Whom were all things and through 
Whom were all things—even the Son of God—in bringing many sons 
to glory, should Himself be made perfect through suffering. ‘The 
‘ first thing to inquire here,’ he goes on to say, ‘is whether the Son 
‘of God spoken of in this place would have become man or not even 
‘if sin, for which we all die, had not intervened.’ All are agreed, 
he continues, that in that case He would not have become a mortal 
man, ‘The question is whether God would have become man as the 


‘Head and King of all as He now is, and whether this was in some 


1 Decebat enim eum propter quem 
omnia et per quem omnia, qui multos 
filios in gloriam adduxerat, auctorem 
salutis eorum per passionem consum- 
mari. So also Ambrose, Rufinus, 
Sedulius, Vigilius Tapsensis. Comp. 
Sabatier ad loc. Rupert, Comm. in 


Matt. Lib. xiii. p. 696 (Migne, Patrol. 
Lat. clxviii. p. 1628). The Comment- 
ary is referred to the year 1126. In 
the treatise De glorif. Trin. i. § 6 the 
text gives consummare, but the line of 
argument requires conswmmart. 
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“sense necessary for the human race.’ The elect saints would cer- 
tainly have been born, if.man had not fallen, as Augustine shews 
(De civ. Dei xiv. 23), in accordance with the blessing at creation 
(Gen. i. 28 Increase and multiply). It is then absurd to suppose that 
sin, which was not necessary for their birth, was necessary for the 
Head and King of all elect angels and men, in order that He should 
become man, who was destined to have ‘the delights of His love with 
‘the sons of men’ (Prov, viii. 31),...It is marvellous,’ he concludes, 
‘and worthy of devout gratitude (adoratione) that sin coming in the 
‘way did not make of none effect (evacuarit) that purpose of so 
‘great love,’ in which God had purposed that the Word of God 
should take delight with the sons of man, by having a form limited 
according to human nature in the midst of angels and. men; ‘nay, 
‘then came to pass the saying... Where sin abounded grace did much 
‘more abound (Rom. v. 20)...seeing that the Son became without sin 
‘such as we had become for sin; that is, not only did He not shrink 
‘from our nature which He had purposed to assume, but for our | 
‘sake descended even unto death...as the Apostle says, For tt became 
‘Him...to be made perfect though suffering (Hebr. ii. 10). 

In another work written not long after Rupert, in answer to the 
opinion that man was created to fill up the gap made in the angelic 
orders by a Fall, says': ‘It is more right to say not that man was 
‘made for the sake of angels, but that the angels, as every thing 
‘else, were made for a particular man, according to the witness of the 
‘Apostle: For it became Him [i.e. Christ, the Son of man] for Whom 
‘are all things and through Whom are all thongs.’ And after referring 
to John i, 3f. (with the Latin reading guod factwm est in tpso vita erat) 
he goes on to Prov. viii. 31, and asks ‘what else is this than if he had 
‘said: “‘ Before God made anything from the beginning, and when He 
““was making this or that, this was His purpose that I the Word of 
“God, the Word God (verbum Deus) should become flesh, and dwell 
“among men with great love and great humility, which are true 
“delights.” ‘Therefore we say that it is not so likely that man was 
made to fill up the number of angels as that both angels and men 


' De glorif. Trin, iii. §§ 20 f. (Migne, Patrol. Lat, elxix. pp. 71 ff.). 
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‘were made for the sake of one man Jesus Christ; that as He, one 
‘and the same, was both God, born of God, and destined to be born 
‘man, He might have a family prepared on both sides, of angels 
‘and of men, and might Himself, God and man, rise aloft Lord and 
‘Creator of angels, Lord and Creator and Saviour of the saints, Lord, 
<I say, among them as in His own house, King in His own nation, 
‘God in His own majesty, because, as has been already said, all 
‘things are both for Him and through Him. 

Thus Rupert regards the Incarnation as essentially independent 
of Sin and the Fall, and still he argues that the Fall did in fact 
redound to this glory of Christ. The humiliation of love which it 
called out was followed by a more exceeding glory (Phil. i. 9). And 
thus, he says’, when the trembling sinner looks to Christ in His 
majesty, he may fancy that he hears Him answer: ‘I should not 
‘have been such as I am and so great, except for thy sake for 
‘the sins of the human race (causa tw propter peccata generis 
‘humani).... We see, the Apostle says, the Lord Jesus Christ for 
‘suffering crowned with glory and honowr (Hebr. ii, 9). Therefore 
‘the godless and the wicked were the cause that He is crowned and 
‘seated at the right hand of God, crowned with the glory of the 
‘kingdom, with the honour of the priesthood. He therefore owes 
“much to the godless who are turned through faith in Him to godli- 
‘ness: He owes much to enemies who through Him were reconciled 
‘to God.’ 

In a later work the same thought is expressed if possible in a 
bolder paradox’. ‘ Let believing sinners, penitent sinners,’ he writes, 
‘reply in answer to the accusations of their Judge: “If we owe much 
“to Thee, O God Christ, because Thou wast made man, yet Thou on 
“the other hand owest much to us, O man Christ, because for us 
“Thou wert taken into God. For unless we had been sinners there 
«would have been no reason why Thou shouldest have been taken 
“into God.” The penitent sinner must look therefore, he argues, not 
at Christ’s sufferings only, but at His exaltation. ‘Unless the 


1 Comm. in Matt. xii. 697 (Migne, 2 De medit. mortis ii. p. 249 (Migne, 
Patrol. Lat. clxviii.). Patrol. Lat. clxx. p. 387). 
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‘slaves had sinned the nature of the slave would not have been taken 
‘into the Lord God. For, the Lord did not receive more outrages 
‘for the rebellious and wicked slaves than glory for the same.’ 

The two views thus expressed are inconsistent only in appearance. 
The Incarnation as absolute in idea is in some way contrasted with 
the Incarnation as conditioned by sin in fact, Christ by taking upon 
Himself man’s nature, when man had fallen, and bearing all the 
consequences of sin was more highly exalted, it is argued, than if the 
union of man and God had been otherwise made. The circumstances 
of the Incarnation have actually made the issue of it more glorious 
for Christ. The thoughts are evidently written down without 
careful guarding against misconception. New lights flash across the 
thinker’s soul and he hardly pauses till they have settled into the 
calm of the perfect day. 


It is difficult to trace the history of the question during the cen- 
tury which followed the death of Rupert. It does not appear to have ~ 
been discussed in the school of St Victor at Paris, where it might 
have been expected to attract attention. The teaching of Hugh of 
St Victor (+ 1141) and Richard of St Victor (7 1173) seems to 
connect the Incarnation exclusively with the Fall’. Meanwhile the 
system of scholastic theology was being reduced to a definite shape. 
Anselm (+ 1109) had proved in controversy and in original specula- 
tion the power of a logical method. The recovery of the direct Latin 
translation of Aristotle stimulated and guided independent thought. 
The translation of the treatise of J ohn of Damascus, On the Orthodoa 
Faith into Latin (c. 1146), gave a model to the West for the con- 
struction of a general view of Christian doctrine. Several ‘Systems’ 
(Summe Theologia) were compiled, one by our own Stephen Langton 
(c. 1205), and Books of Sentences. But Supreme among these by 
its masterly completeness of form and lasting influence was the great 


' Keclesia fidelium cum omni fiducia ac tantum meruit habere redemptorem. 
canat: O certe necessarium Ad@ pec- Ric.aS.Victore, de Verbo Inc. 8 (Migne 
catum et nostrum quod morte Christi Patrol. Lat. excvi. P- 1003). ‘ 
deletum est. O felix culpa que talem 
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work of Peter Lombard of Novara, the scholar of Abélard, and 
afterwards Bishop of Paris (+ 1164), Sententiarum Libri iv., which 
practically determined once for all the outlines of the various 
medizval systems of doctrine, and through them has influenced the 
direction of the currents of thought over to the present day. 

The jirst book of the Sentences treats of the questions which Outline of 
concern the mystery of the Godhead: of the Trinity and Unity: of ee 
the Divine Persons: of the Divine attributes and will. Bae t os 

The second book treats of finite being: of Creation and creatures: Lomparp. 
of angels: of the work of the six days: of the fall: of free-will and 
grace: of sin and sins. 

The third book treats of the Incarnation: of the Human nature 
of Christ and its relation to the Divine: of the nature and necessity 
of redemption: of Faith, Hope and Charity: of the. four cardinal 
virtues (Justice, Courage, Prudence, Temperance): of the seven 
gifts of the Holy Spirit: of the ten commandments. 

The fourth book treats of the Sacraments and Eschatology: of 
Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, 

Orders, Marriage: of the Resurrection, the Last Judgment, the 
Future State’. 


The question of the absolute motive of the Incarnation is not ALExan- 
raised by Peter Lombard, but when it appears next it has evidently ee 
been already made the subject of careful inquiry from many sides. 

About the year 1243 Innocent IV. commissioned Alexander of Hales 
(Alexander Alensis, Alesius), a Franciscan, who had won for himself 
the titles of ‘Fountain of Life’ and ‘ Doctor irrefragabilis, to compose 


‘a Body of Theology’.’ This he did on the general lines of the 


1 The history of scholasticism is 
commonly divided into three periods. 
The first extends to about 1250; the 
second to about 1330; the third to the 
close of the 15th century. I have 
taken ALEXANDER oF Hanus as the re- 
presentative of the first: ALBERT THE 
Great, THomAs Aquinas, BoNAVENTURA, 
and Duns Scorus, as the representa- 


tives of the second, the heroic age of 
the schoolmen; and GaBrieL BIEL, as 
the representative of the last age, the 
age of the decline and dissolution of 
their system. 

2 Alexander cannot have been edu- 
cated, as is universally stated in the 
Cistercian [not Franciscan] Abbey of 
Hailes in Gloucestershire. This was 
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Sentences in four parts; and the work, which was approved by a 
Bull of Alexander IV. in“accordance with the solemn judgment of 
seventy Theologians, is a marvellous monument of learning and 
thought. 

The third Part treats of the Incarnation. The first two questions 
discussed are ‘On the Necessity of the Incarnation’ and ‘On the 
‘fitness (convenrentia) of the Incarnation.’ The last topic (membrum). 
which is considered under the second head (and the twelve preceding 
topics shew singular fertility and subtlety of thought), is ‘whether if 
‘human nature had not fallen through sin there would still have 
“been reason and fitness for the Incarnation of Christ? (an si humana 
‘natura per peccatum lapsa non esset adhuc fuisset ratio et conve- 
‘nientia ad Christi Incarnationem 2)’ 

This Alexander affirms (sine prajudicio concedendum est); and 
he brings forward four reasons in support of his view : 

1. The highest good is necessarily diffusive and perfectly diffused. 
It must therefore be extended to the creature; for otherwise we ~ 
could imagine a more complete diffusion. And this diffusion would 
not be complete unless He who is the highest good were united with 
the creature, that is, with man the representative of creation. 

2. All blessedness is in God; and the creature is capable of 
blessedness in all its parts) A man therefore, a rational creature 
made up of body and mind, is capable of being blessed in sense as 
well as in understanding. 

He must’ then be blessed in God in both (secundum sensum et 
secundum intellectum). 

But he cannot be blessed in God in Himself as far as sense. 
Therefore God must assume a corporeal nature to bring this blessed- 
ness to him, and, if so, a human nature. 


not founded till 1246, the year after 
his death. Rudder, in his History of 
Gloucestershire, suggests that he was 
educated at Hales Owen in Shropshire, 
which was commonly called Hales, 
where there was a conyent of Premon- 
stratensian Monks founded in the reign 


of John. It is said that Alexander 
reckoned among his pupils Bonaven- 
tura and Thomas Aquinas. Zealous 
Dominicans deny that Thomas heard 
him, but the tradition is supported 
with strong evidence by Wadding, An- 
nales, iii. pp. 133 ff. 3 
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3. There are three Persons in unity of substance (in the Holy 
Trinity): there are three persons in three substances (as three angels 
or three men). 

Hence to complete the possible combinations, that there may be 
perfection in the universe, we conclude that there will be three 
substances in one Person. 

This can only be realised by the union of the divine nature with 
the twofold human nature (spiritual and corporeal). 

4, We find unity of Nature in three Persons (in God); we find 
also unity of Person in two natures (in man): if this plurality of 
natures belongs to the perfection of persons it must be possible for 
God. We must suppose therefore that one divine Person (and if so 


the Son) was destined absolutely to be united in time to human 


nature’ 


1 Alex. Alensis Summe Theol. Pars 
iii., Quest. iii., Membr. xiii...... dicit 
Dionysius Bonum est diffusivum sut 
ESSE oat os Ergo si summum bonum exist- 
ente creatura non se diffundit in crea- 
turam, adhue erat cogitare majorem 
diffusionem...... Sed hee diffusio non 
potest intelligi summa nisi ipse [Deus] 
uniatur creature; ergo convenit quod 
Deus uniatur creature, et maxime 
humane...Ergo posito quod ipsa non 
esset lapsa, adhuc ei uniretur sum- 
mum bonum. 

Irpm, non est beatitudo nisi in Deo; 
et creatura rationalis tota est beatifi- 
cabilis...ergo et secundum sensum et 
secundum intellectum; ergo oporteret 
quod in Deo beatificaretur quantum 
ad utrumque...Sed in Deo secundum 
se considerando et in propria natura 
non potest beatificari sensus sed solum 
intellectus...Si ergo totus homo debet 
beatificari in Deo, oportet Deum esse 
corporalem et sensibilem. Sed non 
est conveniens, ut assumat quamlibet 
corporalem naturam, sed solum huma- 
nam, ut dictum est. 

Irrm, contingit intelligere tres per- 
sonas in unitate substantie; et ex 
opposito tres substantias in unitate 
persone; et inter hee duo tres per- 
sonas in tribus substantiis. Si ergo 
unum extremorum est in rerum natura 


...et medium...contingit ponere ter- 
tium, videlicet unam personam in 
tribus substantiis; sed hoc non po- 
test fieri nisi per unionem divine 
nature ad humanam, quia in nulla 
alia creatura est ponere duas substan- 
tias quam in homine, scilicet spiritu- 
alem et corporalem...Conyenit ergo 
quod sit unio divine nature ad huma- 
nam in unitate persone; ut sit in 
rerum universitate perfectio; ut sicut 
tres persone in una natura, et tres 
persone in tribus naturis, ita tres 
nature in una persona, scilicet divini- 
tas, corpus, et anima. 

Irem, nos invenimus unitatem na- 
ture in pluribus personis...ut in Deo: 
Item.,.unitatem persone in pluribus 
naturis, ut in homine. Si ergo de 
perfectione nature est quod est in 


pluribus personis ergo et de perfectione 


erit quod potest esse in pluribus na- 
turis. Si ergo semper quod est per- 
fectius Deo tribuendum quantum ad 
naturam et quantum ad personam.., 
convenit ...quod uniatur divina na- 
tura nature creatz in persona divina, 
sed non...... cuilibet...... sed solum hu- 
mane ; nec etiam cuilibet persone in 
Trinitate nisi filio...Relinquitur ergo 
quod circumscripto lapsu humane 
nature adhuc est convenientia unionis 
in persona filii. 
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In support of this view Alexander quotes a passage ascribed to 
Bernard, in which it issaid that envy at the prospect of man’s 
destined union with the Son of God led to the fall of Lucifer ; and 
that he planned the temptation to hinder the union which he fore- 
saw’; and another passage from [a work falsely ascribed to] Augus- 
tine. ‘God was therefore made man to bless the whole of man in 
‘Himself, that whether man went within by intellect, or went 
‘without by sense, he might find pasture in his Creator, pasture 


‘within in the knowledge of the Godhead, pasture without in the 


‘flesh of the Saviour?’ This reason, he adds, remains even if the 


ALBERT 
THE 
GREAT, 
1205 


(1193)— 
1280. 


fall of human nature be excluded. ; 

On the other side he brings forward ‘the authority of the 
‘Church’ ‘in the preface to the [Haster] candle’ (nihil nasci profuit 
mest redimi profursset). This objection he removes by shewing that 
the words refer to man as fallen, and not to man absolutely. 

ALBERT THE GREAT, who was a Dominican, of a noble German 
family and at last Bishop of Ratisbon, approached the question from 
a different side. In commenting upon the section of the Sentences ; 
in which Peter Lombard*® shews ‘that God could have freed man 
‘otherwise than He did,’ and then points out ‘why He chose to free 
‘him in that particular way,’ he comes to speak of the words: ‘ What 
‘so much rouses our minds and frees them from despair of immor- 
‘tality as that God esteemed us so highly that the Son of God 
‘remaining in Himself what He was, unchangeably good, and re- 
‘ceiving from us that which He was not, deigned to enter into 
‘fellowship with us and bear our ills by dying.’ On this view, 
he says, it appears that if man had not sinned [God] would not have 
challenged us so powerfully to His love as He does now. This, he 
continues, is implied in the words of the sequence : 


O culpa nimium beata 

Qua redempta est natura: 
. Deus qui creavit omnia 

Nascitur ex femina*: 


* The passage is referred to Hom.  Alcher, a monk of Clairvaux. The 
super Jon. 2, and it is probably a free passage in De Civ. x. 27 is quite dif- 
adaptation of part of it. ferent in tone. 

* De an. et spir. § g (quoted freely). ® Sent. iii. Dist. xx. Art. 4. 

The treatise was probably written by 4 Daniel, Thesaurus Hymnol. ii. 3. 
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which as much as say that because the guilt was incurred God was 
made man. And further, he adds, in some Churches a hymn is used 
at the blessing of the Easter Candle which contains the phrase, 
O felia culpa que tantum ac talem meruit habere redemptorem’, in 
which the Incarnation is distinctly made to depend upon the Fall. 
The same conclusion, he continues, is drawn from Rom. viii. 28 
(all things work together for good). For the only good which sin can 
be said to have wrought is in the Incarnation, which must therefore 
be supposed to have depended upon it. And further, if there had 
been no sin we should not have needed a teacher, or liberator, or 
redeemer. 

These are the arguments which Albert gives in support of the 
common opinion that the Incarnation was dependent on the Fall. 
On the other side he alleges the following arguments : 

1. Good is diffusive (see above, p. 282). 

2. There are four conceivable modes of birth, and if any one of 
them, as the birth from a virgin, had been wanting, the order of 
production would not have been perfect. 

3. The Incarnation was foreseen from eternity, and so must 
have taken place under any circumstances. 

4, Man was created capable of being united to God, and this 
capability must have been satisfied. 

5. Sin in point of fact did not make man more fitted to be 
united to God, but less fitted. 

6. The perfection of the universe consists in a circular figure. 
It was fitting therefore that the two extremes of being, God and man, 
should be united. 

7. The greatest love is shewn in union. Since God. therefore 
has the greatest love for man, His union with man cannot have been 
contingent. 

‘We must allow,’ he says in summing up, ‘that the solution of 


‘this question is uncertain, but as far as IT can form an opinion 


‘1 Daniel, 1.c. 303, and notes. The est’ is omitted generally in German 
clause, together with the words which and French mss, while it is found in 
precede ‘Ocerte necessariumAde pec- —_ Italian mss. See p. 280, 0. 1. 
catum, quod Christi morte deletum 
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‘I believe that the Son of God would have been made man even if 
‘sin had never been. 
‘but I believe this which I have said to accord better with the piety 


Still I say nothing positively on this point, 


‘of faith [than the contrary opinion].’ He then examines in detail 
the answers which can be made to the arguments on both sides, and 
rightly remarking that the language of the Hymn is ‘very inexact’ 
(locutiones valde impropric), in the end reaffirms his judgment. 


Tomas 


The great pupil of Albert, Tuomas, Count or AQuinum (Doctor 
ee: eee angelicus), who declined the Archbishopric of Naples, himself 
1274. 


also of noble birth, treats the question with singular reverence 
and moderation. In his early commentary on the Sentences 
(c. 1255) he proposes four questions on the Incarnation (Sent. 
ii. Dist. i, Quest. 1): (1) Whether it was possible for God to be 
incarnate ; (2) Whether it was suitable (congruum); (3) Whether 
the Incarnation would have taken place if man had not sinned - 
(4) On the time of the Incarnation. In discussing the third of these 
points he states at length the main arguments on both sides, and. 
then concludes that ‘He alone can know the truth of this ques- 
‘tion Who was Born and Offered because He willed...Since the 
‘redemption of man from the slavery of sin is assigned in Holy 
‘Scripture as the sole cause of the Incarnation many say with good 
‘reason (probabilitas) that if man had not sinned, the Son of God 
‘would not have been man...Others however say that since by the 
‘Incarnation of the Son of God there was accomplished not only the 
‘liberation from sin, but also. the exaltation of human nature, and 
‘the consummation of the whole universe, for these reasons even if 
‘sin had not existed the Incarnation would have taken place. And 
‘this also can be maintained with good reason.’ 

As time went on Thomas appears to have yielded more and more 
to what he held to be the teaching of Scripture on a great mystery; 


' In his commentary on 1 Tim, i, 15 
(Lect. iv.) he says: Sed si nullus fuis- 
set peccator numquid incarnatus non 
fuisset? Videtur quod non : quia venit 
peccatores salvos facere. Non ergo 
fuisset necessaria incarnatio. Item 


Glossa: Tolle morbum, et medicine 
non opus erit. - 

Respondeo. Dicendum est quod ex 
verbis sanctorum satis (?) hoe patet. 
Sed hee questio non est magne auc- 
toritatis: quia Deus ordinavit fienda 
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and in his latest work (the Swmma, c. 1270) he speaks with tolerable 
distinctness on the main issue, yet so as to recognise the validity of 
some (at least) of the grounds on which the contrary opinion had 
been maintained. 

The first Question in the Third Part of his Swuma is on 
The first three 
Articles, under which it is discussed, deal with the following topics ; 
(1) Whether it was fitting (conveniens) that God should be incarnate ; 
(2) Whether it was necessary for the reparation of the human race 
that the Word of God should be incarnate ; (3) Whether if man had 


not sinned, God would have been incarnate, 


‘the Fitness (convenientia) of the Incarnation.’ | 


His conclusion on the first point is that ‘since the nature of God 
‘is the essence of goodness, and it pertains to the character (rationem) 
‘of good that it communicates itself to others ; it is clear that it 
‘became God in the highest degree to communicate Himself to His 
‘creatures, which was fulfilled in the work of the Incarnation.’ 

The force of this argument (as we have seen before) is evidently 
wholly independent of the consequences of the Fall. So far therefore 
it might seem that Thomas was inclined to hold that this divine 
fitness would have been realised in the Incarnation apart from sin. 
But the discussion of the second Article brings into prominence the 
adaptation of the Incarnation to the wants of fallen man, And thus 
when he reaches the third Article he decides that ‘Although God 
‘might have been incarnate if sin had not existed, yet it is said more 


‘fittingly that if man had not sinned God would not have been 


secundum quod res fiende erant. Ht 
nescimus quid ordinasset si non pre- 
scivisset peccatum. Nihilominus tamen 
auctoritates videntur expresse sonare 
quod non fuisset incarnatus si non 
peccasset homo in quam partem ego 
magis declino, 

Comp. Quest. de Ver, xxix. 3, 4. 
(If we admit that Christ would not 
have been Incarnate if man had not 
sinned, He would have been Head of 
the Church in His Divine Nature only.) 
The passage is characteristic: Sup- 
posita illa opinione quod Christus non 
fuisset incarnatus si homo non pec- 


casset, Christus ante peccatum fuisset 
caput ecclesie secundum divinam na- 
turam solum ; sed post peccatum opor- 
tet quod sit ecclesie caput etiam 
secundum humanam. Nam per pec- 
catum natura humana vulnerata est 
et ad sensibilia demersa, ut ad invisi- 
bilem Verbi gubernationem non sit 
gufficienter idonea. Unde oportuit 
medicinam vulneri adhiberi per huma- 
nitatem Christi per quam Christus 
gatisfecit, et oportuit quod visibilem 
naturam assumeret ut per visibilem 
gubernationem ad inyisibilia homo: 
revocaretur. 


Oxyd 
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‘incarnate, since in Holy Scripture the. ground (ratio) of the Incar- 
‘nation is everywhere set_down as springing from the sin of the first 
‘man (ex peccato...assignetur).’ 

This opinion he holds to be more probable because we can know 
that which depends on the will of God from Scripture only; and 
Scripture presents the Incarnation as the Divine remedy for sin. 
Sin, he goes on to say, may have been the occasion for the greater 
elevation of the human race; for God permits evil to happen that 
He may bring a greater good out of it. And thus he quotes without 
disapprobation the sequence, which his master Albert had criticised, 
°O felix culpa.’ 


.BonavEn- Giovanni DI Fipenza, who is known by the name of BonavEn- 
TURA, 1221 « 5 ee : 
1274. TURA from the exclamation of Francis of Assisi on the occasion of 


his restoration to health when a child, combined the schoolman and 
the mystic in a character of singular beauty. His master, Alexander 
of Hales, is said to have remarked that ‘Adam did not sin in Bona- 
‘ventura.’ Even Luther gave him special praise; and the popular _ 
judgment was expressed in his title ‘doctor seraphicus.’ Bonaven- 
tura entered the order of the Franciscans (1248), and he became 


doctor on the same day and died in the same year as his Dominican 


He deals with the subject of the 
absolute motive of the Incarnation more fully and (if possible) 


contemporary Thomas Aquinas. 


more 
Indeed it was said that the 
third Book of the Sentences, the Doctrine of the Incarnation, was 
his peculiar field’, 


reverently than his more famous rival. 


In treating of the whole subject he first examines? the question of 
the possibility of the union of the divine and human natures: he 


then examines the question of the suitableness (congrwitas) of the 


* Compare : Non itaque absque causa 
tantam admiratus est in operibus ejus 
doctrinam et eruditionem S. Thomas 
Aquinas ut petierit a Bonaventura, sibi 
ostendi libros ex quibus tam multipli- 
cem atque adeo magnam eruditionis 
ubertatem hauriret. Is vero Christi 
Domini Cruci affixi imaginem demon- 
stravit, e quo fonte uberrimo se acci- 


pere professus est quicquid vel legeret 
vel sentiret (Wadding, Annales, ry. 
139). 

? m1. Dist. i. Quest. 2. There are 
considerable variations in the texts 
of Bonaventura, which T have used, 
but they do not affect the general scope 
of his arguments. 
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union. Under the latter head he raises four points. ‘1, Whether 
‘it was suitable that God should become incarnate, 2. Whether 


‘the cause of the Son of God coming into the world was the restora:. 


‘tion (reparatio) of the human race ; whether, that is, if man had not 
‘sinned Christ would have been Incarnate, 3. Whether it was 
‘suitable that of the three Persons the Son should be Incarnate, 
‘4. Whether the Son of God was Incarnate at a suitable time.’ 

He approaches the second point as Thomas also did, from the side 
of Scripture, and gives the negative arguments first, The general 
language of the Bible and the current glosses, so he states the argu- 
ment, represent the coming of Christ as being for the redemption of 
man (Gal, iv. 4; Hebr. ii. 14; Ps. lxix. (Ixviii.) 2), 

Further, Christ assumed human nature either for its dignity or 
its necessity, But it could not have been for the former seeing that 
the nature of angels is nobler, And man’s necessity came from 
sin. 

Further, the Incarnation is a work of grace; but the grace is 
greater as the object of it is more unworthy, 

Having thus given summarily the arguments in favour of the 
current opinion, Bonaventura. states the reasoning on the opposite 
side at greater length. 

1. He first gives the argument from the Pseudo-Augustine 
which was urged by Alexander of Hales. ‘Man required to be 

‘made wholly blessed (debebat totus beatificari), and that as tin if 
‘he had not fallen as after he had fallen.’ 

2. ‘The union with a Divine Person is not given to the nature 
‘of angels (Hebr. ii. 16), If therefore...nothing has been given to 
‘human nature in vain, such a dignity would not have remained 
‘unfulfilled (vacua), but it would still have been united with the 
‘ Divine nature.’ 

3. ‘It became God as much to manifest His infinity and per- 
‘fection and bountiful love (diberalitas) if man had stood as if he 
‘had fallen...’ 

4. ‘It is a work of as great difficulty and nobility to lay claim 
‘to and gain (vindicare et acquirere) an infinite good, as to make 


Ww. 19 


289 


290 


THE GOSPEL OF CREATION. 


‘satisfaction for an offence against an infinite good. If therefore 
‘man could not by himself make satisfaction for the offence com- 
‘mitted against God, neither could he by himself earn the possession 
‘of God (merert habere Dewm). Therefore as it was seasonable 
‘(opportunum) that the Son of God should be incarnate on the fall of 
‘man, to make satisfaction for man, so it seems seasonable that the 
‘Son of God should be incarnate, if man had remained unfallen 
‘(homine stante), that man through Him might earn [the divine 
‘union |.’ 

5. ‘If the Incarnation took place primarily (principaliter) for 
‘the expiation of sin, then the soul of Christ’ was made not of 
‘primary purpose. (principali intentione) but. contingently: (quadam 
‘occastone); if therefore it is incongruous (inconveniens) that the 
‘noblest object of creation should have been brought into being con- 
‘tingently (occasionaliter esse introductum), while an agent primarily 
‘purposes the noblest works, it seems to be incongruous to say that 
‘the Incarnation took place only for the restoration (reparationem) 
‘of man.’ , 

6. ‘In the Incarnation of the Son of God human nature is most 
‘highly exalted. If therefore God was Incarnate because human 
‘nature sinned ; it appears that man gains an advantage from his 
‘wickedness...’ 

7» ‘Christ is the Head of the Church not only in His Divine 
‘Nature, but also in His human Nature.,.But if man had not sinned 
‘the Body of the Church would still have existed. Either therefore 
‘the Son of God would have become Incarnate or the Church would 
‘have remained without a Head.’ 

8. ‘If man had not fallen the sacrament of marriage would have 
‘existed....If therefore man had remained unfallen, either the sacra- 
‘ment of marriage would have been a false sign (Eph. v. 32) or the 
‘Son of God would have been Incarnate. But the first supposition 
‘is impossible.’ 

g. ‘There are four ways in which we can conceive of man being 


produced: (1) of man and woman, (2) without man or woman 


1 Comp. p. 278. 
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(Adam), (3) of man without woman (Eve), (4) of woman without 
man (Christ), Unless this fourth possibility had been realised the 
universe would not have been perfect. 

ro. Yet further Bonaventura goes on to consider the assump- 
tion of human nature, as distinguished from the assumption of 
mortality by the Son of God, as belonging to the perfection of man, 
and by consequence to the perfection of the universe, both in regard 
to nature, and grace, and glory. 

Having thus set out both views, he concludes: ‘ Which of these 
‘two modes [of regarding the question] is the better, He knows 
‘Who was Incarnate for us. Which of them is to be preferred 
‘it is difficult to see, inasmuch as. each is in accordance with 
‘the catholic faith and is supported by catholic men. Moreover 
‘each excites the soul to devotion on different grounds. The first 
‘view however seems to be more consonant with the judgment of 
‘reason: the second, as it appears, is more consonant with the piety 
‘of faith. First because it is in closer agreement with [the letter of] 
‘Holy Scripture, the authority of Saints...and secondly because it 
‘gives greater honour to God...since the other view makes God in 
“some sense dependent on the universe...Thirdly...because an excep- 
‘tional cause is assigned for an exceptional mystery.... Fourthly 
‘because it kindles the affection of faith more ardently...’ 

Having thus stated his general conclusion he suggests answers to 
the arguments which he had given in favour of the view which he 
finally sets aside. They deserve to be indicated in outline : 

1. The beatitude of man which comes through the Incarna- 
tion, and from the corporeal vision of Christ, is accidental and not 
essential. 

2. There are many potencies in creation which are not brought 
to act; but these are not in vain. 

3. These attributes of God are adequately manifested in crea- 
tion. 

4. Even allowing the premiss, the blessing of divine fellowship 
might have been secured by the mission of the Holy Spirit into the 
soul without the mission of the Son into the flesh. 


® 
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s. God foreknew the fall and provided for it from eternity. 


6, The Incarnation*was not from (ex) man’s wickedness, but 


from God’s goodness, The obedience of Christ pleased Him more 


than the disobedience of Adam displeased Him. 

7. The Church would not have been without a Head, As God 
is the Head of man, so He would have been the Head of the Church 
of men, as He is the Head of the Church of angels. 

8. The sign of marriage would still have marked the union of 
Christ with the Church by love. 

9. The fourth mode of production is beyond the perfection of 
the universe (Jer. xxxi.); moreover the man so produced need not 
have been also the Son of God. 

After this reply he concludes: ‘These statements I desire to be 


*made (dicta sint) without prejudice. For I do not wish to confine 
pre} 


DunsSco- 
TUS, $1308. 


‘the goodness of God, but to commend the excess of His love 
‘towards fallen man, that our affections may be roused to love Him 
‘while we mark the extremity of His exceeding love.’ ; 

The transition from the calm and eloquent tenderness of Bona- 
ventura to the stern roughness of Duns Scotus is most abrupt. 
Duns Scotus (doctor subtilis) is simply the dialectician, without 
grace, without sympathy, inexhaustible in ingenuity, and unhesi- 
tating in decision, He is the master without the softening experi- 
ences of the ecclesiastic. In affirming that the Incarnation was 
independent of the Fall, he dwells mainly on the conceivable order 
of thoughts in the divine counsel, a form of argument which was 
only lightly touched before. 

‘The Incarnation of Christ was not foreseen as a contingent event 
‘(occastonaliter preevisa), but was seen by God directly (immediate) 
‘as an end from eternity : so Christ, in His human Nature, since He 
‘is nearer to the end than other things, was predestined before 
‘them...’, 

And again: ‘If the Fall was the cause of the Incarnation of 
‘Christ, it would follow that the greatest work of God was con- 
‘tingent only (occasionatum tantum), because the glory of all things 


* Opus Oxoniense, iii. Dist. xtx.; Wadding, vii. 1, p. 415. 
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‘will not be so great (intensive) as that of Christ, and it seems to be 
‘very irrational to suppose that God would have left undone (dimi- 
‘ sisset) so great a work because of Adam’s right action, that is, if he 
‘had not sinned’.,’ 

The thought is set out more fully in the following passage : 

‘[God] wills grace and glory to any other being soever before He 

‘foresees the opposites of those habits...that is sin and condemnation. 
‘Therefore from the first He wills the glory of the soul of Christ 
‘before He foresees that Adam will fall...Redemption, we allow, 
‘would not have required to be made if man had not sinned. But it 
‘was not for this reason only that God seems to have predestined 
‘that soul to so great glory, seeing that redemption, or the glory of 
‘redeeming the soul is not so great a good as is that glory of the soul 
‘of Christ, nor is it likely that the sovereign good in being (tam 
‘summum bonum in entibus) was only contingent, that is dependent 
‘on a less good...”.’ 

No fresh arguments appear to have been added on either side Garren 
after Duns Scotus, Gaprie Bier, ‘the last of the schoolmen’ who ae 
assisted in the foundation ,of the Gymnasium at Tiibingen (1477); 


in his lectures on ‘the Sentences’ which were delivered there gives 


1 Opus Parisiense, ili. Dist. vii. 
Quest. 4; Wadding, xi. p. 451: Si 
lapsus esset causa predestinationis 
Christi sequeretur quod summum opus 
Dei esset occasionatum tantum, quia 
gloria omnium non erit tanta intensive 
quanta erit Christi; et quod tantum 
opus dimisisset Deus per bonum fac- 
tum Ade, puta, si non peccasset, vide- 
tur valde irrationabile. 

Dico igitur sic: Primo Deus diligit 
se: secundo diligit se aliis (?), et iste 
amor est castus; tertio vult se diligi 
ab alio qui potest eum summe dili- 
gere, loquendo de amore alicujus ex- 
trinseci : et quarto previdit unionem 
illius nature que debet eum summe 
diligere etsi nullus cecidisset. 

2 Opus Oxoniense, iii. Dist. vil. 
Quest. 3; Wadding, Vii, I, Pp. 202 
...[Deus] prius cuilibet alteri vult 


gratiam et gloriam quam prevideat 


opposita istorum habituum...scilicet 
peccatum et damnationem. Ergo a 
primo prius vult anime Christi glo- 
riam quam prevideat Adam casurum 
...Sed nec redemptio fuisset facienda 
nisi homo peccasset. Sed non propter 
solam istam causam videtur Deus 
predestinavisse illam animam ad tan- 
tum gloriam. Cum illa redemptio sive 
gloria anime redimende non sit tan- 
tum bonum quantum est illa gloria 
anime Christi; nec est verisimile tam 
summum bonum in entibus esse tan- 
tum occasionatum, scilicet propter 
minus bonum...Compare Dist. xix (p. 
405) Incarnatio Christi non fuit occa- 
sionaliter preevisa sed sicut finis imme- 
diate videbatur a Deo ab eterno, ita 
Christus in natura humana, cum sit 
propinquior fini, ceteris prius preedes- 
tinabatur loquendo de his que preedes- 
tinantur.., 
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a general review of opinion upon the subject, and leaves the decision 
in suspense. He starts from the teaching of Thomas Aquinas, which 
he quotes at length, and gives in the course of his lecture an account 
of the opinions of Alexander of Hales, and Duns Scotus, justly 
remarking in reply to his argument from the priority of the pre- 
destination of Christ to glory in relation to the Fall, that in such 
questions we cannot speak of ‘before’ and ‘after.’ This criticism he 
supports by the authority of Occam. ‘The problem therefore remains 
‘doubtful ’—this is his conclusion—‘... until the Lord shall deem it 


‘right to make a revelation',’ 


Still one other writer, JoHN WaussEL, must be noticed before 
we leave the 15th century, Wessel was born at Gréningen about 
1419 and died in the same place in 1489. In spiritand pursuits and 


doctrine he belongs to a period of transition. Like Rupert of Deutz, 


' the first medieval writer whom he noticed, he expresses the striving . 


after a new and direct approach to the source of truth. Like Rupert 
he also based his doctrine with absolute devotion upon Holy Scrip- 
ture; and he is described in his epitaph as justifying his claim to 
teach by a knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, His relation to Rupert 
is still closer than that of a kindred character, Hardenberg, his 
early biographer, relates that while studying at Cologne he grew 
weary of the mere repetition of the teaching of Thomas Aquinas and 
Albert the Great, and often crossed the Rhine to the Abbey of 
Deutz, where he found in the works of Rupert fresher and more 
congenial thoughts, From these writings he transcribed many 
fassages, to which he added other extracts and comments of his 
own. This collection of notes and fragments he afterwards arranged 
and called his ‘Mare magnum.’ The collection itself has perished ; 
but the two essays de causis Incarnationis and de magnitudine 
Passionis Domini, with which we are chiefly concerned, are said to 
have been derived in great part from it 3 and it is not difficult to gee 


1 iii, Dist, ii, Quest, 1. 
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how the speculations of Rupert have influenced the views which 
Wessel maintains in them. 

Wessel approaches the subject of the Incarnation characteristically 
from a comparison of two passages of the Old Testament’. ‘J am 
‘God, I change not’ (Mal. iii, 6), and ‘IT am he that I am’ (Ex. iil 
14). The latter translation is, he says, inadequate, though he 
believes that it was by a divine purpose that the Lxx and Jerome 
preserved the present tense. The true rendering, he maintains, is : 
‘T will be the man I will be’ (ero homo qui ero). There is then an 
antithesis to. be reconciled in this twofold revelation. of, the Divine 
nature; and the antithesis is reconciled for us, he argues, in the 
Incarnation. 

The ‘language of St Paul in Rom. ix, 28, as represented in the 
Vulgate, furnishes Wessel with his next illustration’ ‘Verbum 
abbreviatum et consummatum, he says, ‘fectt Deus super terram.’ 
And this was done in three ways. The divine Word, remaining in 
Himself unchangeable, was brought within limits (abbreviatum) at 
the Creation, but not consummated. ‘He was also brought within 
limits in Holy Scripture, as it is said ‘day wnto day uttereth Word, 
but still the Word was not consummated in the written Word 
‘quantumlibet liquescentis veritatis claritate resplendens.’ Once 
again therefore the Word was brought within limits and consum- 
mated by the Incarnation. 

Here then, he continues’, is a fitting place to inquire why God 
was made man: Cur Deus homo? Again and again he repeats 
Anselm’s famous question, and answers it by paraphrases of passages 
of Scripture which he quotes, The whole section is so full of 
thought, and offers so vivid a picture of Wessel’s mode of interpreting 
the Bible that it must be quoted entire. 

‘Why was God made man ? Why, but that that holy and fair 
body, the universal Church of the triumphant saints might not be 
maimed but rejoice in its proper head, Eph. i. 22; Col. i. 18, il, 10. 

Why was God made man? That the building of the Holy 


Temple might have its corner-stone in which the two walls of men 


1 De causis Incarn. ¢. iv. 2 Td. @. Vv. 3 Td. ¢. vi, 
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and angels might meet and find their foundation. Ps. cxviii. 22: 
Acts iv. 11 [referred to StStephen]; 1 Cor. iii. 11, 1 Cor. x. 4. 

‘Why was God made man? ‘That all creation (creatura) might 
have a Mediator common to God and creation. Gal. iii. 195 7 Tink 
Hi 5, ; Ras ae 
‘Why was God made man? That the whole host (militia) of 
God, and all the people of God might have their King. Luke i. 33; 
Apoc. xix. 16, 

‘Why was God made man? That the School of God might have 
its Teacher, Joel ii, 23 (doctorem justitice as mg. A.V.). 

‘Why was God made man? That the eity of Jerusalem might 
have its Temple. Apoc. xxi. 22. 

‘Why was God made man? That the Temple of the heavenly 


Jerusalem might have its High Priest. Ps. cx. 4; Hebr. v. 4. 


‘Why was God made man? That all the daughters of God might 
find their Bridegroom and the pattern (paradigma) of their love. 
John iii, 29; Matt. ix, 15. 

‘Why was God made man? + That all who saerifice in the Temple 


of God might have their sacrifice (hostia). Hebr. ix. 13 f. And if 


all do not offer sacrifices or victims for the present, still part do for 


‘the past, and all for preservation (de preeservato) offer sacrifices and 
‘victims and offerings for sin and ignorance, and tithes and first fruits 


and peace offerings. All whether men or angels offer whole burnt 
offerings and incense in this Temple. 


‘Why was God made man? That all the sheep: of God’s pasture 


might have their common shepherd, John x, 2, 9. He left His 


ninety and nine sheep on the mountains, going away to seek the one 


‘which had strayed. A common shepherd then had been destined and 


predestined for this and for those, as He had been before foreseen 


‘and hated (preevisus et tmvisus) by Lucifer who pursues the Lamb. 


‘Why was God made man? That all the sons of God and all 
creation might have their first-born brother, Rom. Vill, 29:5 Col: 
re. 

It is easy to anticipate the answer which Wessel gives to the 
next question which he asks; ‘Whether God the Word would have 
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‘assumed flesh even if man had not sinned?’ His answer however 
rests mainly upon another form of argument akin to that of Duns 
Scotus. He regards the humanity assumed by Christ (creaturam 
illam beatam a Verbo adsumptam in unionem hypostaticam) as so full 
of grace, and righteousness and glory, that its fulness alone outweighs 
in the judgment of God all the fulness of the whole remaining 
creation. ‘God therefore loved Christ more from eternity than the 
‘whole of the rest of the Church, and before it’ ‘Nay the rest of 
‘the body would not have been destined [to glory], except it had 
‘been [included] in the dignity of the Sacred Head’, 

‘We must consequently use great care (reverentia) in dealing with 
‘the phrase in the Nicene Creed ‘who for us men...,’ as if the Word 
‘was made Flesh for our sakes, when otherwise He would not have 
‘been so made. For in final causes, which are essentially coordinated, 
‘the order is not that the better are for the worse...” 

Even the angels who had not fallen were, as Wessel teaches, 
immeasurably blessed by the Incarnate Christ. ‘Whence he con- 
‘cludes theirs is an unworthy question who ask ‘Whether if Adam 
‘¢had not sinned the Word would have been made flesh?’ For that 
‘ wise designer (destinator) of the holy city Jerusalem had purposed 
‘ (destinawerat) to grant union and perfection among its citizens, that 
‘the natural union of the head and members is inadequate to express 
‘it, It is then like asking in the case of an ulcerated arm or leg, 
‘whether if the arm had not been ulcerated the head would have 
‘been given to the combination of members to heal the arm or not*?’ 

This figure presents an impressive view of Wessel’s general 
teaching, which he sums up in a series of brief propositions, tracing 
the fulfilment of the divine counsel from the creation to the consum- 
mation of all things‘. This series concludes thus: ‘God destined 
‘and regarded (tntendit) the Lamb as first and the first-fruits of all 
‘creation, He destined that the Lamb should become man. He 
« destined the Lamb as King of a blessed state. It was fitting (con- 
‘gruebat) that the Man-Lamb being King should have men as 
‘citizens of His kingdom. 


1 De causis Incarn. ¢. vii. 2 Td. ¢. vil. 3 Td. c. xiv. BT Ce kNe 
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‘The Lamb has the promise from the Father that men should be 


‘given Him at His reque8t as His inheritance. 

‘If neither angel nor man had fallen the Lamb in bliss would no 
‘less have reigned over them. 

‘Still truly ‘for us men and for our salvation He came down from 
* ‘heaven.’ 

‘He was truly made man for our salvation, suffered, died, was 
‘ buried.’ 

‘He was not however wholly or entirely (non penitus non prorsus) 
‘made man for our salvation.’ 

‘For our salvation wholly He suffered, died, was buried, being 
‘made a sacrifice and victim. It was not wholly to restore (curare) 
‘us from destruction, that He was made an offering (sacrificium), a 
‘holocaust, incense. 

‘That most. holy [human] soul [of Christ] was inflamed and 
‘borne to God by the impulse of its own love. It [or Christ] lived 
‘more for God and for itself [as directed] towards good than for 
‘saving all of us.’ 

Thus there were in Christ three ‘forms.’ The form of God, 
which is eternal; and in this He is equal in all things to the 
Father: the form of a slave, which He assumed for the sake of 
sinners, which was temporal, and in this He emptied Himself: the 
form of the supreme creature (supremi plasmatis), which He would 
have assumed even if man had not sinned, In the second form He 
will receive a kingdom which afterwards He will give back to the 
Father, The kingdom which He has inthe third form will be for 
ever and ever (Luke i. 32 f.)’, 

Thus wrote the Dutch mystic from his northern home. About 
the same time Picus, count of Mirandola, the most brilliant type of 
the universal scholarship of the Renaissance, maintained the same 
doctrine from a different point of view. ‘It was fitting,’ he writes, 
‘that He who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all 
‘creation, in whom all things (universa) were created, should be 


‘united in an ineffable union to him (i.e. man) who was made after 


1 De causis Incarn. c. xvii. 
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‘the image of God, who is the bond of all creation, in whom all 
‘things are included (conclusa), And if the whole of nature was 
‘imperilled with man, its loss was not to be disregarded, or to be 


‘repaired by any other than by Him by Whom all nature had been 
‘ framed’,’ 


In the age of the Reformation the question was still debated. Nactan- 
Among the Romanist divines who maintained that the Incarnation ea 
was independent of the Fall, Giacomo NacutantI, bishop of Chiozza 
(Jacobus Naclantus, Hp. Clodiensis, or Clugiensis), a Dominican, is 
the most conspicuous*, His general spirit is characterised by a 
remark in the preface to his commentary on the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, in which he gives as the reason for discussing that 
Epistle before the Epistle to the Romans, that it suggests in its 
‘loftier and more mysterious revelations, which are truly brought 
‘from the third heaven, many thoughts which are necessary for the 
‘understanding of the latter.’ 

The argument by which Naclantus supports his opinion is an 
analysis of the divine counsel of creation as man can apprehend it. 
In this he argues that man was marked out as the object of the 
Divine love, and that in regard to him an end absolutely perfect 
This 


end regarded man’s spiritual and eternal state; and therefore his 


must have been prepared before the means towards the end. 


approach to God and his union with God, And when it is said that 


1 In Hept. v. 7. Ido not observe sunt, nimis Christianum populum 


among the theses of Picus any one on 
this subject, as there is commonly said 
to be. 

2 The glimpses which are gained of 
Nachianti at the Council of Trent are 
full of interest, He spoke warmly 
against placing traditions on the same 
footing as Scripture: Nemo enim 
ignorat contineri in sacris libris ea 
omnia que ad salutem pertinent...Quod 
vero etiam ecclesiastice traditiones re- 
cipiantur et eorum mentio in decreto 
fiat nullo modo probare possum, cum 
tot indictiones jejuniorum, tot cere- 
moniz, que plerumque frustratorice 


gravant (Theiner, Acta Conc. Trident. 
1. 58 f.), And again: Non possum 
pati ut sepe dixi, s, synodum pari 
pietatis affectu suscipere traditiones et 
libros sanctos; hoc enim, ut vere 
dicam quod sentio, impium est. Neque 
placet quod ponatur anathema in ipsis 
traditionibus... A lively scene followed 
these bold words, which ended in an 
explanation and an apology (id. 85). 
Comp. pp. 76, 82. The words of Na- 
chianti were condemned by the Council, 
and Card. Pole joined in the condem- 
nation: ‘sed posset, inquit, defendi, 
quia dixit, ‘‘ mihi videtur”” (id. p. 85). 
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man was the crown of creation, we mean in particular Christ as 
man, by whom as God and man, in the divine counsel, and therefore 
truly man, even before the Incarnation, it was predestined that the 
The effect of 
the Fall then was that He who ‘was determined to be man, but not 
‘passible, ordained the Maker of the world, appointed Heir of the 
‘universe, chosen as King of all things, given as Head to the 
‘peculiar possession (peculio) of God the Father, should in due 
‘season be sent down, lowered (dejici), emptied, that clothed in 


‘passible flesh’ He might make atonement for sin?. 


world should be made, preserved and consummated’, 


Whence Naclantus concludes, ‘it is not only consonant to reason 
‘but to Holy Scripture, that although the decree for the assumption 
‘of flesh follows the decree for the permission of sin, so that if Adam 
‘had not sinned there would have been no need of Christ as a 
‘Physician, yet the decree of the assumption of man precedes not 


‘only the decree of the permission of sin, but even the determination 
‘of the creation of the world®’ 


The same general conclusion that ‘the Son of God would have 
‘been Incarnate if sin had not entered into the world,’ was main- 


tained in the Lutheran Church by Anpr. OstANpER‘ This singularly 


1 Eodem constitutum est decreto ut 


premissis habetur: non modo con- 
per eundem Deum et hominem Cunris- 


sonum esse rationi sed et Scripturis 
Sanctis : quod etsi decretum assump- 
tionis carnis decretum subsequitur 
permissionis culpe, propter quod si 
Adam non peccasset Curisto medico 
opus non fuisset: decretum tamen 


induendum hominem determinatum, 


effectum non solum quelibet condere- 
tur, servaretur, ac promoveretur crea- 
tura...sed...in longe feliciorem statum 


...certo transferretur tempore...p. 38. 

2 Decretum......Unigenitum summi 
Patris, jam quidem hominem sed non 
passibilem definitum, Opificem orbis 
ordinatum, Heredem universorum 
institutum, in Regem omnium rerum 
selectum, Peculio Dei patris donatum, 
et eidem uti caput ascriptum; tandem 
(sed opportuno tempore) eousque de- 
mitti, dejici, exinaniri: ut eo passi- 
bilem carnem induto...... mortem exe- 
crabilem passo, impensa tanti sacri- 
ficii crimen expiaretur les majestatis 
Dei... p. 29. 


® Qua de re, si non fallor, facile ex 


assumendi hominem non tantum pre- 
cedit permissionem peccati sed et defi- 
nitionem creationis Mundi (ib. 39 f.). 

* The title of the work in which he 
discusses the question is: An Filius 
Dei fuerit incarnandus si peccatum 
non introivisset in mundum. Item de 
imagine Dei quid sit ex certis et eviden- 
tibus sacre Scripture testimontis et 
non ex philosophicis et humane rationis 
cogitationibus deprompta  eaplicatio. 
Monteregio Prussiw 1550, I have been 
unable to obtain access to a copy of 
the book which is not, as far as I can 
find, in any of our great libraries, I 
can therefore quote it only from Grau’s 
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vigorous and original thinker’ brought the doctrine into connexion 
with his peculiar views on justification, Man, he taught, is justified 
by the indwelling in him of the Divine Word ‘our Lord and Saviour 
‘and only Mediator, Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of Mary, 
‘very God and very man.., And since the one eternal and divine 
‘essence of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is indivisible, the Father 
‘and the Holy Spirit also dwell in us?’ The divine likeness, for 
which man was made, according to his original constitution, involved 
the union of God and man as presented in the Incarnation. This 
opinion was fiercely assailed as ‘new, useless, and impious.’ The 
most interesting feature in the arguments by which Osiander sup- 
ports his teaching is the form of his biblical proof. He was specially. 
devoted to the study of Scripture, and thought that the confirmation 
of the doctrine was to be sought there rather than in authority, 
And such confirmation he found primarily in the account of Crea- 
tion, wherein man is revealed to have been ‘made in the image of 
God.’ | 

This statement then formed the starting point of his discussion. 
What, he asks, is ‘the image of God’? The answer, he replies, is to 
be found in the words of Christ; ‘He that hath seen Me hath seen 
‘the Father’ (John xiv. 9). ‘Therefore our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
‘Son of God and the Son of Mary is the image of the Father....'The 
‘Word made flesh, the Word of life, that which was from the begin- 
‘ning, which the apostles heard and handled with their hands, as 
‘John bears witness (1 John i, 1)*.’ In other words ‘He in whom 
‘the fulness of Godhead (Father, Son and Spirit) dwells, Jesus Christ, 
‘or the humanity of Christ, embracing the divinity,...is the real ob- 
‘jective image of God*,’ 

Thus Christ was destined to be naturally the image and glory of 
God; and God made man, the whole man and not any part of him, 
capable of becoming like Christ through His pure grace and goodness. 


Essay (de And. Ostandro doctrine com- 1‘ Homo avrodldaxros nulliusque Aca- 
mentatio...scr. R. F, Grau, Marb, demiw discipulus,’ as Quenstedt dis- 
1860). There is a good and sympa- - paragingly remarks (p. 110). 

thetic account of Osiander’s views in 2 Grau, p.27. ~ 

Moller’s life (Andreas Osiander.,.von 3 Grau, 1. ¢c. p. 5. 

Dr W, Moller, Elberfeld, 1870). 4 Osiander ap. Grau, p, 7. 
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Man, that is, was created to be as it was already determined eternally 
that Christ should be’. ~.. 

This being the Destiny of man, the Incarnation, Osiander argues, 
The image of God in which 


Looking for- 


was necessarily independent of the Fall. 
man was created was first realised in the Incarnation, 
ward to this, in the language of time, God created man. Otherwise 
man could not have been created in God’s image which would have 
had no existence’, j 

Further the relation of Christ to the Church as its Head cannot 
And this, Osiander 
thinks, was already shadowed forth in the record of Creation before 


be supposed to be dependent on man’s sin. 


the Fall (Gen. ii, 23 £; comp. Matt. xix. 4 f; Eph. v. 31 f). 

In a word all things were created for the Son, Who was to be in- 
carnate (comp. Col. i. 13—20), 

Osiander rests his conclusion on Scripture, but he finds support 
for it also in the language of the Nicene Creed. ‘Christ came down 
‘from heaven for us men and for our salvation.’ Here, he says, we 
have two distinct thoughts: He was Incarnate ‘for us men’ as men 
created for Him and in His image; and ‘for our salvation’ as having 
fallen through sin®. 

Among those who had wandered far from the Catholic faith 
SERVETUS and F. Socinus maintained that the coming of Christ in 
the flesh was independent of the fall. ‘Adam,’ the former writes, 
‘was made after the pattern, form, figure and image of Christ, in 
‘body and soul*,’ And again ‘Christ Himself before Adam sinned 


‘was already in the Word with God, destined to be true man. If 


1 Osiander’s reasons are given at 


mines eramus homines, propter ipsum 
length by Grau, pp. 12 ff., and Moller, 


et imagine eius conditi, qui conditi 


pp. 394 ff. 


2 Si filius Dei non fuisset incarnan- 
dus nisi Adam peccasset, sequeretur 
aliud absurdum, nempe quod Adam 
non Imagine Christi sed Christus 
Imagine Adami esset factus (Osiander, 
ap. Grau, p. 13). 

> Quis non videat Spiritum Sanctum 
hic duas inter sese longe diversissimas 
causas ostendere propter quas Filius 
Dei descenderit de cxlis et homo factus 
sit? Quarum prior est quia nos ho- 


nunquam fuissemus nisi ipse quoque 


voluisset homo fieri et inter nog ver- 


sari (Proy. viii). Posterior causa est 
quia per peccatum corrueramus in mor- 
tem, unde nos eruere et salutem nobis 
restituere dignatus est (ap. Grau, p. 
15). 

' 4 Christianismi Restitutio, 1553. De 
Trin. ut. p. 104: Ad exemplar igitur, 
formam, figuram, et imaginem Christi 
est factus Adam, secundum corpus et 
animum. 
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‘ Adam had not sinned Christ would have been Incarnate so as not 
‘to die, and would have provided for our change while living to 
‘heavenly glory without any form of death’,’ 

F, Socinus, on the other hand, held that man was created F. Soct- 
without the cift of immortality. Hence in discussing 1 Pet. i. 20 a6 vt 
he maintains that ‘Christ came, after men had sinned, to do away 
‘their sins, but that He would have come even if men had not 
es sinned. For He was destined to come to give us immortality which 
‘the first man did not possess at the beginning*of creation...*.’ 

Catvin attacked the doctrine and arguments of Osiander with Catviy, 
considerable severity in the remodelled edition of his Institutes eee 
(1559). He characterises the opinion ‘that Christ should have been 
‘man although there had been no need of His interposition to redeem 
‘mankind,’ as one of those ‘wandering speculations that ravish 
“unto them light spirits.’ . ‘I allow,’ he says, ‘that in the first order 
‘of creation, and while nature was undisturbed by the fall, [Christ] 
‘was set over angels and men, whereupon He is said by Paul to be 
‘the first-born of every creature (Col. i. 15). But since all Scripture 
‘declares that He was clothed with flesh to become Redeemer, it is 
‘an act of exceeding rashness to imagine another cause or another 
‘end.’ 


iii. 16, v. 25; Matt. xviii. 11, ix. 12, &c.; and continues:. ‘If any 


He then quotes and examines Is. lili. 4 f.; Johni. 9 f., 14, 


‘ object that some of these considerations are not opposed to the belief 
‘that Christ who redeemed men under condemnation might have 
‘shewn His love to them while still safe and unfallen by putting on 
‘flesh, the answer is short: since the Spirit proclaims that by the 


‘eternal decree of God these two facts were united together, that 


1 Td. De orb. perdit. 1. p.. 382:  decrevisse, ne quis ex eo hominum pec- 


Christus ipse antequam Adam pec- 
caret jam in verbo erat apud Deum, 
futurus verus homo. Si Adam non 
peccasset citra mortem fuisset Christus 
jincarnatus, nos ad gloriam celestem 
viventes immutaturus absque aliqua 
morte. 

2 Prelect. Theol. x. 8 (Opera, t. 549): 
Ceterum quia cerium est Deum ante. 
mundum conditum de mittendo Christo 


cata previsa fuisse colligat, sciendum 
est Christum quidem postquam homi- 
nes peccayverant ad ipsorum peccata 
delenda venisse sed venturum tamen 
fuisse etiamsi homines non peccassent. 
Venturus enim erat ad immortalitatem 
nobis dandam, qua...ab ipso creationis 
initio primus homo caruit... Comp. 
De statu primi hominis ante lapsum, ii. 
263 ff. 


304 


The Gos- 
pel of 
Creation a 
legitimate 
topic of 
inquiry. 


THE GOSPEL OF CREATION. 


‘Christ should be our Redeemer, and partaker of the same nature 
‘with us, it is not right-to inquire farther.... This modesty Osian- 
‘der unjustly assails, who at the present time has again unhappily 
‘discussed this question which was before slightly mooted -by a 
‘few,’ : 

Some Calvinists however maintained, and this touches close upon 
the essence of the doctrine, that unfallen men needed the media- 
torial work of Christ for the support of their union with God, A 
single illustration will be sufficient. Poztanus thus expresses the 
thought: ‘From the beginning of the world [Christ] was and is the 
‘Mediator between God and the sons of God, as rational creatures 
‘made in the image of God, through Whom alone they had in the 
‘beginning and have blessedness, that is communion with and 
‘fruition of God as the highest good’,’ oe 


LE 


The long line of authorities which we have examined shews 
beyond question that ‘the Gospel of Creation’ is a just subject for 
discussion, The belief that the Incarnation was in essence inde- 
pendent of the Fall has been held by men of the most different 
schools, in different ways and on different grounds. All however in 
the main agree in this, that they find in the belief a crowning promise 
of the unity of the Divine order ; a fulfilment, a consummation, of 
the original purpose of creation; a more complete and harmonious 
view of the relation of finite being to God than can be gained 
otherwise, 


1 Instit. ii. 12, 4—y. He concludes: 
Quas hactenus refutavi nenias, pro 
firmissimis oraculis ducit Osiander, 
nempe ut suarum speculationum dul- 
cedine inebriatus ridiculos peanas de 
nihilo efflare solet. ; 

2 Syntagma, vt. 27. Comp. Zan. 
chius in Hexaem, m1. Lib. iii, c. 2, 
Docemus etiam in statu ante lapsum 
[Adamum] opus habuisse Christo me. 
diatore, non per quem reconciliaretur 


Patri...sed per quem preservaretur a 
peccato.., Bucanus (Instit, Theol, Art, 
X, 3, Pp. 106) uses almost the same 
words. I have not seen that the En- 
glish Reformers touched upon the ques- 
tion; and I cannot find Willett’s book 
de statu hominis, to which Gerhard: 
refers (Soc. Theol. iii. p. 444), In the 
Library of the British Museum or in 
the Cambridge University Library, 
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In every age the theory of:the Divine economy, if we may so The sense 
speak, will present itself under an aspect corresponding with the logical 
general aspect under which the whole finite order, so far as it comes pee. 
under human observation, presents itself, It cannot but be that the change. 
views which are entertained of the relations of man’ to the earth 
on which he lives, of the earth to the universe, of the period 
of human life to the measurable period of the existence of the 
objects of sense, should affect our views of the Redemption and 
Consummation of man, not in essence but in the mode of appre- 
hension. It is impossible for us now to understand a formula 
which deals with man and the world in the sense in which it 
was understood when the earth was regarded as the centre of thé 
system of material creation, and the human race as having existed 
for five or six thousand years. The effect upon the mind of the 
words in which it is expressed must be different even if we use 
the same words. And the sovereign preeminence of Scripture as 
the vehicle of spiritual knowledge lies in this, that it finds fuller 
interpretation from growing experience. The Scripture does not 
change, but our power of entering into its meaning changes. 

If then we endeavour to consider the question before us from 
the position in which we are placed in regard to the teaching of Two 
Scripture, we shall be led (1) to examine what Scripture teaches or ee 


1. The 


indicates as to the essential relations of man to God and to the world, ene Ok 
so far as we can now apprehend the revelation which is made of ieee 
them ; and then (2), looking at the whole revelation of the Divine 2. The 

purpose recorded in the Bible, to determine, as far as may be, the “neat 


: : ; z , aspect of 
motives, if such a word may be used, to which the Incarnation is to ie Tneare 


be assigned, nation. 


1. The relations of man to God and to the world, as laid down x. Man, 
- : <5 : nee - (i) made in 
in Scripture, may be expressed in two brief propositions. In relation jp, imines 
to God, man was made in His image (i). In relation to the world, nee 
man is the representative of the visible creation (li). represen- 
tation of 
W. Ze) 
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the visible (i) The truth that man was ‘ made in the image of God’ admits of 


ante two distinct developments. It may be viewed (a) in regard to the 
the image individual, or (>) in regard to the race. In both respects man was 
4 be : created to gain a divine ideal. It is true indeed that neither the 
(ind race nor the individual can be properly considered apart: each is de- 
ane pendent upon the other for the attainment of its peteegss Po 
socially. much is gained both in clearness and fulness of view by considering 
them separately. 
(a) The (a) Itis wholly unnecessary to inquire in what exact sense man 
soe ee was ‘made in the image of God.’ We have no faculties for the 
investigation. There is however no authority for limiting the 
image to any particular part of his nature. For us the individual 
man in his complex being is one; and as man he was made in God’s 
image to gain His likeness. 

In this work he had constant need of Divine help. As he was 
made he was not at once capable of union with God. To reach this 
consummation he required discipline and training. In the Divine 
order men are ‘ first made men and then afterwards gods".’ 

Man as If then man had fulfilled the law of his being, he would still, so 
neat a far as we can see, have stood in need of a Mediator through whom the 
Mediator. 


relation of fellowship with God might have been sustained, and deep- 
ened, and perfected. Nor is it easy to suppose that this fellowship 
could have been made stable and permanent in any other way than 
by the union in due time of man with God, accomplished by the 


1 Trrationabiles igitur omni modo 
qui non exspectant tempus augmenti, 
et sue nature infirmitatem adscribunt 
Deo...Jam volunt similes esse factori 
Deo, et nullam esse differentiam infecti 
Dei, et nune facti hominis, qui plus 
irrationabiles sunt quam muta ani- 
malia. Hee enim non imputant Deo, 
quoniam non homines facit ea...Nos 
enim imputamus ei, quoniam non ab 


Athanasius: de Inc. Verbi § 51, p. 75 
avrdos yap [6 Tod Aeod Né-vyos] env Opismn- 
cev wa ruets Geoworn Gamer” kal adres 
eparepwoey éaurov did owwaros iva ters 
TOU dopdrou Tlarpds evvouay AdBwpev? Kal 
avros Uméwewe THY Tap’ dvOpadrwv UBpw 
Wa jwels ddavaclav KXnpovojino wer. De 
decr, Syn. Nic. § 14, p. 173 6 Adyos 
cape éyévero Wa...kal quels ex Tod ved 
Matos avrov jetahaBdrres OcomornOjqvat 


initio Dii facti sumus, sed primo qui- 
dem homines, tune demum Dii...(Iren. 
iv. 38, 4: the whole passage is worthy 
of careful study: comp. iii, 10, 23 iii, 
19, I). 

The thought, which is startling at 
first to us, finds frequent expression in 


durnPapuev, GAws odK av TovToU TUXdvTES 
el wn TO KTioTOV HudY adres évedicaro 
o®ua, Compare Newman, Note on the 
Second Discourse against the Arians 
§ 21, p. 380, for other references; and 
the Index under Oeorolnos ; and Suicer 
8.U. Georoléw. 
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union of man with Him who was the Mediator between God and 
man, and in whose image man was made’. 

Irenzus has given a striking expression to this truth. He starts 
indeed from the consideration of man as fallen, but his argument 
passes into an absolute form. Speaking of the necessity of the 
Incarnation he says: ‘If man had not conquered the adversary of 
‘man, the enemy would not have been justly conquered. And 
‘again, if God had not bestowed salvation, we should not have 
“possessed it surely. And if man had not been united to God, he 
‘could not have partaken of incorruption. For it was necessary 
‘that the Mediator of God and men by His own essential relation- 
‘ship with both should bring both together into friendship and 


‘concord, and on the one hand present man to God and on the other 


‘make God known to man”.’ 


Moreover, if we regard the predestined humanity of the Son of 


God as the archetype of humanity®, light is thrown upon the doctrine 


1 This thought is clearly expressed 
by many Calvinistic theologians, 
though they do not follow it out to 
its full breadth. Hominum integro- 
rum Mediator [fuit Christus] respectu 
prime illius unionis ante lapsum, 
quia homines integri non per seipsos 
sed per Filium Dei erant Deo uniti 
et conjuncti, quamdiu ipsi visum fuit 
largiri illis gratiam persistendi in ami- 
citia cum Deo...Inde ab initio mundi 
fuit atque est inter Deum et filios Dei, 
seu creaturas rationales ad imaginem 
Dei conditas, Mediator per quem solum 
ille statum initio habuerunt et habent 
beatitudinem, hoc est, communionem 
et fruitionem Dei tanquam summi 
boni (Polanus Syntagma, vi. 27). Com- 
pare p. 304. 

2 Tren. ili. 18, 7 Hi yap so avOpwiros 
evixnoe Tov avtimadov Tod dvOpwrou, odK 
av Sixalws évixnOn o éxOpds. dw re, 
ef pn 6 Oeds edwpnoaro tiv cwrnplay, 
ovk av BeBalws toxouer airyvy. Kat el 
ph cuvnvddn 0 dvOpwmros TH Dew, odK ay 
AovwynOn weracxe THs apOapoias. “Hdec 
yap Tov weolrny Oeod Te Kal dvOpdmwv, did 
Tis idlas mpdos éxarépous olxecdTyTOos, els 
girdtay Kal oudvoray rods dudorépous 


ouwvayayety? Kal ew uev mapacrnoa Toy 
avOpwrov, avOpwrots dé yuwpica Tov 
Gedv. 

Compare v. 16, 2 "Ev rots rpocdev xp6- 
vous édéyero ev Kar’ eixdva Oeov yeyo- 
vévat tov dvOpwrov, ovx edelkvuTo O€& ere 
yap dbparos jv 6 Abyos, oO} Kar’ eixbva 6 
dvOpwros éyeyover. Oud TolTo Oy Kal 
Thy omolwow pgdiws dméBadev. Omore 
6é aap& éyévero 6 Adbyos Too Oeod, ra 
aupotepa émextpwoe’ Kal yap Kal tH 
eixdva @deEev AXnOGs, ards TodTO ~yevd- 
pevos Omep Hv 7 elkwv avTov’ Kal THY 
opolwow BeBalws karéornoe, cuveEopord- 
cas TOV GvOpwrov T@ dopdrw marpl [per 
visibile Verbum]. 

iv. 33, 4 mws dvOpwros xwpncer els 
Oedv, ef un 0 Oeds exwpHOn eis dvOpwmor. 
The form éxwp76y in this connexion is 
strange (comp. iv. 38, 2). The Latin 
translation has nothing to correspond 
to it. The Greek is preserved by Theo- 
doret, Dial. ii, p. 129 (Migne Patr, Gr. 
Ixxxill. 171). 

? Compare Tertull. de Reswrr. Carn. 
6 Quodcunque enim limus exprime- 
batur Christus cogitabatur homo futu- 
rus, quod et limus, et sermo caro, 
quod et terra tunc. Sic enim preefatio 


202, 
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of the Atonement. It becomes in this case in some degree intelligible 


-how Christ could fitly (if: we may So speak) take man’s nature upon 


Him, and suffer for man, inasmuch as He took upon Himself a 
nature which was not alien in its idea, but one which in some 
mysterious sense was in its propriety partially an image of His own 
though it had fallen. 

So far then the essential constitution of man suggests at least the 
belief that the Incarnation, by which we understand in this case the 
taking of sinless and perfected humanity into God, was part of the 
Divine counsel in creation. : 

(6) These considerations which apply to the individual man 
obtain greater weight if they are extended to the race. We cannot 
but believe that under any circumstances, and wholly apart from the 
Fall, there would have been a progress in the race, as well as in the 
individual, towards the gradual fulfilment of the idea of humanity. 
All that was potentially included in man in his various relations to 
being would have been realised in many parts. In this way the 
whole conception of humanity would have been broken up and dis- 
tributed, so to speak, through countless separate personalities. There 
would then have been need of some power by which at last all the 
scattered elements of manhood should be brought together into a 
personal unity. In other words the endeavour to follow out the 
normal development of the human race leads us to look for that 
which answers to the Incarnation, by which the completed body 
might be brought into a final unity in fellowship with God. 

For Christ, as we are taught, supplies that which gives a common 


life to all the members. He is the Head of the Body. All the dif- 


ferences of men, so far as they correspond with a true growth, are 


patris ad filium: Faciamus hominem 


ad imaginem et similitudinem nostram: 
et fecit hominem Deus. Id utique 
quod finxit ad imaginem Dei fecit 
illum, scilicet Christi, Et Sermo enim 
Deus qui in effigie Dei constitutus non 
rapinam existimavit pariari Deo. Ita 
limus ille jam tunc imaginem induens 
Christi futuri in carne non tantum 
Dei opus erat sed et pignus. Id. adv, 


Prax. 12 Denique sequens scriptura 
distinguit inter personas et fecit Deus 
hominem, ad imaginem Dei fecit illum. 
Cur non swam si unus qui faciebat et 
non erat ad cujus faciebat? Erat au- 
tem ad cujus imaginem faciebat, ad 
filii scilicet ; qui homo futurus certior 
et verior imaginem suam fecerat dici 
hominem qui tune de limo formari 
habebat, imago veri et similitudo. 
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reconciled in Him, and shewn to be contributory to the manifestation 
of His perfection’. 
In this respect the argument which was drawn from Eph. v. 31 f., The 


; - - relation 
by several early writers deserves more consideration than we are at of Christ 


ahages : to th 
The main idea in the passage seems to Chunohe 


first inclined to give to it. 
be that the Church, the representative of perfected humanity, of that 
which the race would in the end have been if sin had not intervened, 
is related to a Head, just as in the typical record of Creation woman 
is related to man. The Church and woman are severally regarded 
as derived, and yet belonging to the completeness of that from which 
they are derived, and so destined finally to be restored to perfect 
fellowship with it. Man ideally is not man only but man and 
woman ; Christ, such appears to be the thought, however unfamiliar 
it may be to us, unites with the Godhead the idea of perfected 
humanity, and that not accidentally but essentially. The personal 
relation of sex regarded in typical individuals, represents, as we 
should express the view, beyond itself a corporate relation which 
exists in respect to the race. Just as the individual union is neces- 
sary for the fulfilment of the idea of woman ; so the corporate union 
is necessary for the fulfilment of the idea of humanity. Christ is the 
true Adam: the Church is the true Eve. And both these relations, 
the individual relation and the corporate relation, are independent of 
the Fall. The Fall has disturbed and disordered each, but it was not 


the occasion for the first existence of either’. 


1 Hph. i. 22 f. avrov dwke xepadiv 
brép mdvta TH éxkdnola, Hrs éorl 70 
THA avTOv, TO TANPwWLG TOU Th mavTa EV 
mdow mdnpovpevov. I cannot but be- 
lieve that in the last clause r\npoumé- 
vou is (as elsewhere) passive, so that 
everything which is is represented as 
serving for the manifestation of the 
full glory of God, Col. ii. 19. 

2 The thought finds a confused ex- 
pression in a very remarkable passage 
of the Homily which is known as the 
Second Epistle of Clement. In this 
the writer speaks of a spiritual Church, 
corresponding to the spiritual Christ, 
and of an earthly Church correspond- 


ing with the earthly Christ; and he 
finds in this relation the fulfilment of 


* the words of Genesis: émoince 6 Geos 
tov dvOpwmov dpoev Kal Ondv' 70 dpoev 


éorly 6 Xpeords, TO Onrv 7H éxkAnoia 
(2 Clem. xiy.). 

Compare Hermas i. Vis. ii, 4 Try 
mpecBurépay map’ ns é\aBes 70 BiBALov, 
riva Soxels elvan; eyo pnue Thy ZiBudrdgav. 
Tlavacat, pnolv, ovk €or. Ts ody éort ; 
dyul. ‘H éxxdyola, pyolv. eirov ovv 
ado Aca rl obv mpeaBurépa 3"Ort, pyoir, 
mavreov mootyn éxticOn, dia TovTo mpec- 
Burépa, kal dud Tatrny 6 Kbomos Karnp- 
TloOn. 


310 


(ii) Man 

_ the repre- 
sentative 
of Crea- 
tion, 


For Crea- 
tion as 

for man, 
differen- 
tiation the 
law of 
progress, 


the parts appear to tend. 


THE GOSPEL OF CREATION. 


(ii) So far we have regarded man only, the individual and the 
race. We venture to ga.yet further, and to look upon man as the 
representative of Creation. This thought appears to be distinctly 
suggested in the records of the Creation, and of the Fall, and of the 
new Creation. The dominion of man (Gen. i. 28) was such that his 
realm shared the consequences of his sin (Gen. iii. 17). His destiny 
therefore has not yet been accomplished (Ps. viii. ; Hebr. ii., 5 ff.). 
But in its promised fulfilment lies the hope of the material world. 
For that something is in store which answers to the redemption 
of man’s body (Rom. viii. 22 ff. ’). 

Tt will at once be obvious how this wider view of the relations of 
man to Creation tends to confirm what has been already said of the 
inherent fitness of the Incarnation in relation to the plan of Creation, 
as we are enabled to look upon it. In all parts of the natural order, 
and not in humanity only, in the very course of progress, there 
is constant division, dispersion, differentiation, of elements; and at 
the same time clearer glimpses are opened of a unity to which all. 
This separation, this unity, as far as we 
can see, belong alike to the essence of things. The separation has 
been, it is true, influenced by the Fall, but, as a condition of growth, 
it is not due to it. The idea of the Incarnation therefore satisfies 


the aspiration towards the vaster unity to which the full development 


of Creation points. The restoration of unity to man carries with 


it the promise of the restoration of unity to all finite being. 


1 Tren, iii. 16,6. Unus igitur Deus 


cipatum habeat, in semetipsum prima- 
Pater quemadmodum ostendimus, et 


‘tum assumens, et apponens semetip- 


unus Christus Jesus Dominus noster, 
veniens per universam dispositionem 
et omnia in semetipsum recapitulans. 
Im omnibus autem est et homo, plas- 
matio Dei ; et hominem ergo in semet- 
ipsum recapitulans est, invisibilis visi- 
bilis faetus, et incomprehensibilis fac- 
tus comprehensibilis, et impassibilis 
passibilis, et Verbum homo, universa 
in semetipsum recapitulans : uti sicut 
in supercelestibus et spiritalibus et 
invisibilibus princeps est Verbum Dei, 
sic et in visibilibus et corporalibus prin- 


sum caput ecclesia universa attrahat 
ad semetipsum apto tempore, 

Comp. Theod. Mops. fragm. Lid. 
xiv. de Incarn. (Migne Patr. Gr. lxvi. 
P:.990) ode yap ay 6 Beds otrws dmrdGs 
kal dvev rivds xpyoluouv déb-you dv Opwrrov 
Bev é\duBave kal vou mpos éaurdv. mpoc- 
Kuvelo@at Tapa THs KTloews Tapackevd Fwy 
amdons, Tas dé ye vonras pices ™poc- 
kuvelv, édixalov, ef um Td mepl adrov 
yeyoubra Kow7 mdons jw evepyecla rhs 
krloews. 
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2. If we regard the subject from the opposite point of sight we i. a 
ives for 

obtain the same general result. Reasons have been alleged for the Incar- 
nation. 


thinking that man’s constitution as unfallen, required the personal 
union of humanity with God for his consummation individual and 
social and for the consummation of the world through Him. It 
appears also that the Incarnation necessarily included in itself conse- 
quences which were irrespective of the Fall, and which yet, so far as 


we can see, cannot be regarded as contingent in the Divine Counsel. 


Theologians have classed the objects or results of the Incarnation iimiied by 
for in this case the motive and the effect are identical—under three the Fall. 
heads, the Revelation of God, the benefit of man, the conquest of 
Satan. Of these in their essential nature the first is wholly and 
the second partly irrespective of the Fall. It is not possible upon 
reflection to exclude all other conceptions from the Incarnation except 
those of satisfaction and atonement. These thoughts naturally rise 
at once to our minds in connexion with it from the conditions of 
suffering and sin under which we live ; but these conditions do not 
belong to humanity but to fallen humanity. And if the consequences 
of the Fall be set aside, there yet remain those characteristics of 
a finite nature which require what they have received from God’s 
love in the Incarnation for their true fulfilment. We must look to 

the perfection and not only to the redemption of man. The argu- 
ments which we have heard pressed on this point by many writers _ 
seem to me to be of very great weight. We cannot conceive that a 
being capable of knowing God and of being united with Him should 
not have been destined to gain that knowledge, to realise that union. 
We cannot suppose that the consummation of man and of humanity 
and the realisation of Christ’s kingdom which have been brought 
about by the Incarnation are dependent on the Fall: we cannot 
suppose that they could have been brought about in any other way 
than in that according to which they are now revealed to us in their 
supreme glory’, 


1 Hippolytus, regarding theIncarna- how it wrought not only the redemp- 
tion in its actual effects, points out tion of fallen beings, but the sure 
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It will perhaps be said that the view which has been indicated 
makes the action of God dependent on creation. So far as there is 
force in this argument it extends not only to the perfection of 
creation but to creation itself. The very act of Creation is a self- 
limitation of Omnipotence. .And as far as we dare speculate on 
such subjects it is easier for us to suppose that the crowning act 
of love, the consummation of all finite being, was included in the one 
creative act, than that it was contingent on man’s conduct. Or to 
put the thought in another way, it is in every way more consonant 
with the idea of God’s action which is given to us in Scripture 
to suppose that the union of man with God was predestined in 
relation to man es answering to the Divine idea of man, than to 
suppose that it was first designed for man as he made-himself by his 
sinful self-assertion. | 

And here again I would repeat that we must carefully guard the 
conception of the Incarnation, as we thus endeavour to view it in 
the absolute Divine Counsel, from every thought of humiliation 
We must conceive, if I may so represent the idea, that in that case 
glorified humanity would’have been raised up to heaven and not 


that the Son of God would have come down to earth. 


It may again be urged that this is merely speculation on matters 
too high for us where Scripture is silent. I reply that we cannot 
but speculate : that we are so made that we must strive after some 
view of the relations and end of the system in which we are placed : 
that the advance of partial knowledge forces upon us more and more 
the duty of looking for a more comprehensive synthesis: that even 
if Scripture were silent the real question would be, Is the view 


consistent with’ Scripture? that Scripture gives us facts, and above 


establishment of unfallen beings. od gapkdsBavparoupy Sy mpos Thy aKh- 
Man even if unfallen would have  parov atrod kal Hacaplay éravayayn 
needed this divine confirmation. Hipp. wiv 7 is darémecey TO Ota,8ONy mecBb ev os“ 
c. Ber, et Hel. ii. (Migne Patr. Gr.x. kai Td Kar’ obpavods ayea. Tdywara Twv 
Pp. 833) did rovro yéyovev dvOpwros 6 voepiy ovovdy cropeion pos arpeplay 
Tov ONewy Beds va oapel Mev wabyry wdo- TO hvornply THS avrov Tupardoews, qs 
Xwv drav nudy rd 76 Oavdrw mpabey  epyov n Trav dd\wv éorly els avdrov dvaxe- 
AuTpwonrar yévos, dmabet d€ Oedryre paralwors. 
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all the one Fact, which must be for us the sovereign expression of 

the Divine will; that if circumstances prompt the inquiry, we are 

bound to inquire with reverence whether that Fact illuminates the 
position which we occupy in face of the thoughts and discoveries of 

the time. The Fact is final, but the Spirit sent in Christ’s name 

enables men to see more and more of its meaning. 

Nor is the general silence of Scripture, at least so far as direct nee = 

statements are concerned, on this absolute view of the Incarnation silence of 


Scripture 


in any way surprising. The view belongs properly to an order yatural. 


which has ceased to be. The Gospel is a message to man as he 
is. It is perfectly natural therefore that Scripture should for the 
most part contemplate the actual state of things and speak of the 
Incarnation as dealing with man fallen. It is perfectly natural that 
the Creeds (and the same remark applies to early patristic writings) 
dealing with the actual history of the Incarnation should state that 
Christ ‘came down from heaven for us men and for our salvation.’ 
The very words ‘came down’ and all corresponding phrases belong 
exclusively to the Incarnation as the assumption of passible humanity 
in consequence of sin. But this language is in no way inconsistent 
with the belief that what was accomplished under certain conditions 
due to sin would have been accomplished otherwise if man had 
remained sinless. ‘There is force in Osiander’s remark’ that the 
two phrases ‘for us’ and ‘for our salvation’ express two distinct 
ideas. And yet more: the revelation of love involved in the Divine 
purpose is included in the revelation of love given in the Divine act. 
And while we cling most firmly to the ideas of ‘salvation’, of ‘the 
seeking and saving that which was lost’, we must also bear 12 
mind that ‘salvation’ is far more than deliverance from the con- 
sequences of evil. It expresses also the final preservation of that 
which truly belongs to the saved ; to the fulness of human nature as 
well as to the condition of fallen nature. There is ‘a making 


perfect’ which is correlative with ‘salvation’.’ 


1 See p. 302. the Hebrews. Comp. John xvi. 23; 
2 The thought of reAefwors is charac-  Hebr. vii. 11 and notes. 
teristic of St John and the Epistle to 
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But in one passage at least we seem to be admitted, by St Paul to 
look upon the Truth as ‘it is in the divine counsel with regard to 
Creation and re-creation. In Col. i. 13 ff. he presents a view of the 
work of ‘the Son of God’s love’ in the creation, preservation 
(éxrtotar; ev avtw ovveoryxer,, 16), redemption, consummation (v. 20) 
of finite being. The whole work is fulfilled by one Person (13—20), 
who is before Creation, and is also the source of peace ‘through the 
Blood of His Cross’. This view is satisfied by the theological con- 
ception that the personality of Christ is in His Divine Nature. But 
at the same time His human nature is taken into account (v. 19 f.) ; 
and when He is spoken of as the ‘image of the invisible God,’ He 
is presented as the archetype of humanity in creation even as He is 
also ‘the firstborn from the dead.’ 


Doubts however may still remain as to the interpretation of this 
mysterious passage. But at least it cannot be said that a belief in 
the absolute purpose of the Incarnation is at variance with Scripture. 
Nor does it in any way derogate from the infinite love of God. I£ 
it is ‘most consonant to the judgment of reason’ it seems to be also 
‘most consonant to the piety of faith’. It adds to every motive of 
devout gratitude which is suggested by the circumstances of the 
Incarnation, a further motive of gratitude in the contemplation of 
that primal love which the selfwill of man could not thwart. For 
if the common view moves us to devotion as we look at the indi- 
vidual—the one sheep which was lost—this view teaches us to draw 
in addition new causes for fuller adoration from the thought of the 
whole—of the ninety and nine who have not strayed—who are no 
less near to the great Shepherd’s love. Nothing is lost, and for those 
who cannot but turn from time to time with anxious questionings 
from the contemplation of the vastness, the complexity, the contra- 
dictions, the earnest expectation, as we are encouraged to call it, of 
the world, to Holy Scripture, much is gained by the thought that 
from the first it was the purpose of God to gather up all things in 
the Son of His love’, 


? Comp. Eph, iii. 9 ff.; iv. ro. 
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The subject on which we have touched is not, I believe, a mere ee 
matter of speculation, or a curious fancy of a past age. If I had so 
regarded it, I should not have thought it fitting to give here sketches 
of reasoning which must in many cases appear strange and obscure. 
But I have chosen to dwell upon it because I think that I have 
found in the opinions which I have ventured to maintain, support 
and light in the face of great problems which seem likely to grow 
more urgent every day. The thought that the Incarnation, the union 
of man with God, and of creation in man, was part of the Divine 
purpose in Creation, opens unto us, as I believe, wider views of the 
wisdom of God than we commonly embrace, which must react upon 
life. 

It presents to us the highest manifestation of Divine love as 
answering to the idea of man, and not as dependent upon that which 
lay outside the Father’s Will. 

It reveals to us how the Divine purpose is fulfilled in unex- 
pected and unimaginable ways in spite of man’s selfishness and sin. 

It indicates, at least, how that unity to which many physical and 
historical researches point is not only to be found in a dispersive 
connexion of multitudinous parts, but is summed up finally in one 
life. 

It helps us to feel a little more, and this is the sum of all, 
what the Incarnation is, what it involves, what it promises, what it 
enforces, what it inspires; that Fact which we strive to believe, and 
which is ever escaping from us; that Fact which sets before us with 


invincible majesty Christ’s ‘power to subdue all things to Himself.’’ 


1 Phil. iii, 21. 
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No student of the apostolic writings can fail to find himself AMES 

sometimes confronted by the question Does the teaching of the New ity leave 
Testament cover all the interests of human life? and more particu- hee a 
larly Does the New Testament, does Christianity as laid down there 
in its broad outlines, leave scope for the free development of Art? 
This latter question deserves consideration. It is not enough that 
it should have been practically answered by general consent: the 
answer thus given includes many elements which tend at least to 
create misgivings as to its soundness ; and it is, superficially at least, 
in conflict with the most prominent utterances of early Christian 
feeling. The main issue is not whether the Christian spirit encou- 
rages that temper which is the strength of the artist, but whether it 
recognises his work as contributory to the fulfilment of man’s 
destiny. There can be no doubt that truth, sympathy, reverence, 
will characterise all effort which deserves the name of Christian ; 
but it is not at once obvious that in the face of the overwhelming 
moral problems of life Christian effort can be properly directed to 
the pursuit of Art. 

Thus there is the suggestion if not the distinct appearance of a 
conflict between man’s constitution and the Gospel. He is born 
with artistic instincts and powers; and these, it may be alleged, are 
not directly taken into account by the records of the Faith. 

The apparent contrast requires to be stated a little more in Apparent 
detail. contrast. 

On the one side it is certain that Art corresponds with essential eae 0 
parts of our nature. Men universally seek particular combinations ted as to 


: e k 
of form, colour, sound, and the pleasure which these give can be ee } 


329 THE RELATION OF CHRISTIANITY TO ART. 


deepened and extended through the study of the principles by which 
they are ruled. Men carmbe trained to a keener and finer perception 
of beauty. There is then here a force of influence which cannot be 


overlooked in the discipline of life. 


External And more than this, the complex scene in which we are placed 

ae requires to be revealed to us. We are not at once able to enter into 

ee the manifold aspects of Nature which we can recognise when they 
are pointed out. There is something of disorder and disproportion 
in the impression which we first receive from the world about us. 
The ‘form’ of things needs some interpretation ; and the particular 
interpretation which we adopt has helped and will help to make us 
what we are and what we shall be. 

The inter- For the physical effects which Art produces exercise a profound : 

Lele moral and spiritual influence upon character. It is unnecessary to 

Pie attempt to make any comparison of the relative power of external 

oe nature and society upon the education of the soul. It is enough 
that both have their due office in moulding the ideal man. Re- 
move the discipline of one or the other, and the man is weaker and 
poorer however successfully he cultivates the self-centred virtues on 
which he has concentrated himself. It may be necessary to ‘cut off 
the right hand’ or to ‘pluck out the right eye’, but he who is forced 
to do so enters into life ‘maimed’, 

Gatiae This expressive image seems to carry with it a full recognition of 

specially, the manifold activities of eye and hand, of the power of seeing 


discipline. heauty and setting it forth, as belonging to the completeness of 
man. And if under the actual conditions of life it is through sense, 
which Art uses as its organ, that the most obvious and universal 
dangers come to men, the natural conclusion seems to be that this 
fact shews convincingly the paramount importance of the study of 
Art. In this region we need peculiarly to be trained in order that 
we may enjoy rightly; and not be called upon to sacrifice that 
which was capable of ministering to a richer service. 

2. But Art Such reflections, indicated in the briefest summary, serve to shew 


not di- 


rectly ; that Art justly claims a permanent place in the highest training of 
recognise : 
inN.T, ™men; but on the other hand it may be urged that, with the excep- 
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tion of music, there is no recognition of the office of Art in the New 
Testament. One or two illustrations from engraving (Hebr. i. 3) or 
painting (Hebr. viii..5; x. 1) are all that it contains. The imagery 
of the Apocalypse—as the cubic city (Apoc. xxi, 16)—is symbolic 
and not pictorial. 

And not only so, but it seems as if representative Art were Appa- 
distinctly condemned. It is difficult to give any sense to ‘the desire ea 
of the eyes,’ which St John declares to be ‘not of the Father but of 
the world’ (x John ii. 16), which shall not include works of sculp- 
ture and painting ; and at first sight the revelation of the transitori- 
ness of that out of which they spring appears to carry with it the 
sentence of their rejection. 

Nor can any stress be laid upon the partial recognition of the The use of 
service of Art in the Old Testament. The system of the old Cove- OT. not 
nant was essentially external, It spoke through symbols. But it ae 
might be argued, not unreasonably, that, as Christianity is essentially Mition. 
spiritual, it is likely that it would be independent of all illustrations 
from Art. 


These are the elements of the contrast which have to be recon- The prin- 
ciple of 
recon- 


lies in the central message of Christianity ‘the Word became flesh.’ ciliation. 


ciled. The reconciliation, to anticipate the result of our inquiry, 


By that fact the harmony between the seen and the unseen which 
had been interrupted was potentially restored. Creation in all its 
parts was made known as a revelation of Him through whom it was 
called into being. But the reconciliation here as elsewhere lies in 
transfiguration. The passage to life is through death. The old 
had to pass away that the new might find its proper place. This 
truth has even now not been fully mastered ; but it will be seen 
more clearly if we first consider the position of Art in relation to 
Christianity in the apostolic age (1), and the character of Christian 
Art in the first four centuries (11), and then attempt to determine 
the relation of Christianity to Art (111), and the peculiar office of 
Art (Iv). 


W. 21 
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18 


Contrast The position of the early Christian teachers towards Art was 


f Shem- 3 Be 2 
son ra determined under two powerful and conflicting influences. In no 


Hellenic 
tenden- 
de: tendencies more directly at variance. Each bore witness to a partial 


other region of human activity were the Shemitic and Hellenic 


truth; and in the apostolic age each had reached its complete 
development. 


1. No ae For the Jews imitative Art had practically no public existence. 
exercise 0 : : was S 3 

imitative In the absence of satisfactory evidence it is impossible to say how 
Arts 
among the 
Jews. 


far Architecture and Music found free and characteristic expression. 
But in spite of the very narrow range within which Jewish Art was 
confined it embodied a principle which enters into the life of Art. 
The commandment which forbade the making of graven image or 
likeness was not observed in the Sanctuary itself. By this exception 
it was made evident that the enactment was directed against acci- 
dental abuses of imitative Art and not against the Art itself. At 
the same time the manner in which Art was employed served to 
embody another thought. The description of the decorations of the 
Tabernacle and of the Temple brings out plainly the idea that repre- 
sentations of outward things, and the manifold combination of mate- 
rials, which found place there, were designed to suggest more than 
the simple figure or effect. Whatever there was of grandeur or 
beauty in ‘the ordinances of divine service’ pointed beyond itself. 
Natural forms and elements were used to indicate the unseen. How 
this could be is still powerfully shewn in the works of Egyptian Art, 
which constrain the spectator to rise beyond that which he looks 
upon to something which can find no adequate expression externally. 
The figures of gods and men alike—Pasht or Rameses—are above 
all things symbols of character. They cannot be taken simply as 
efforts to present direct and complete portraitures of the beings 
whom they call up before the soul. Later experience indeed proved 
that there were possibilities of deep corruption in the promiscuous 


use of such images of the mysteries of life as were presented in the 
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accompaniments of Egyptian worship. The conception was noble 
but it was unfitted for common use. So it was that the sacred 
legislation of Israel kept the conception and guarded it jealously. 
The employment of the symbolic figures in the sanctuary of the Art conse- 
Temple, by emphasizing this exception to the general law’, kept the ies 
Jew from the desecration of the symbol, and preserved for him in 
its purity the thought which it enshrined. He learnt from the 
records of the Old Testament that it was the Divine will that in the 
unapproachable darkness of the Holy of Holies the costliest works of 
Art should render service before the revealed Presence of the Lord. 
No human eye could rightfully ever again trace the lineaments of 
those cherubims and palm trees and open flowers when they were 
once placed in the oracle, but it was enough to know that they were 
there. In no other way could the Truth be more eloquently or 
solemnly enforced that the end of Art is to witness to the inner life 
of Nature and to minister to God. The repetition of the forms in 
the Holy place kept the memory of them fresh in the minds of the 
priests’. Their significance could not be mistaken. By that offering 
of the best which he could command simply for the Divine glory 
Solomon declared to his people for all time the consecration of Art, 
and he declared not obscurely that it is the office of Art to reveal 
the meaning of that which is the object of sense. Circumstances 
delayed for ages the fruitfulness of the idea; but it remained and 
remains still; and few can think of all that was implied by the 
adornment of that august chamber lighted only by the splendour of 
a manifested Presence of God or the glow of the kindled incense 
(Apoe. v. 8) without feeling that it has a lesson for those to whom 
Art is appointed work. Philosophers and poets have dwelt often 
upon the veiled statue at Sais: there is an open secret in the sacred 
gloom of the Holy of Holies more sublime and more inspiring. 

1 The twelve oxen which supported exception in the civil use of Art. The 
the Molten Sea in Solomon’s Temple Brazen Serpent was a work of a wholly 
(x K. vil. 25; 2 Chron. iv. 4 f.; Jer. different order; as also was ‘the 
lii. 20) are a perplexing exception to Teraphim’ of David (1 Sam. xix, 
the law. The twelve lions on thesteps _r3). 


of the royal throne (1 K. x. 18 ff.; 2 According to 2 Chron. iil. 14, 
2 Chron, ix. 18 f.) form acorresponding cherubim were wrought on the veil. 
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2. Imita- 
tive Art 
treated as 
absolute 
by the 
Greeks. 


The neces- 
sary 

decline of 
Greek Art. 
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The Jewish repression of imitative Art, which the Law still hal- 
lowed for the highest service, corresponded with the spiritual con- 
ception of God which was the endowment of His ‘people’. Spiritual 
Religion could not at this stage of its development admit the habi- 
tual use of painting or sculpture. With the Greeks on the other 
hand imitative Art was the characteristic embodiment of the Nature 
worship which underlay their life. The form of beauty was for 
them not the symbol but the direct representation of the godlike. 
The statue was the final expression of the artist’s thought, and his 


consummate skill enabled the spectator to rest in it. Humanity 


‘was made the measure of the divine; and under these conditions 


anthropomorphism became a fatal temptation. At the same time 
Greek Art, if premature and perilous in regard to the complete 
spiritual training of man, witnessed to a part of the truth affirmed 
in the record of Creation which is most commonly forgotten. The 
form of man, the visible expression of what he is essentially embodied 
under the conditions of time, answers to ‘the image of God’ in which ~ 
he was made. So far the Greek was right in seeking for traits of 
divinity in human beauty. The source of error, from which flowed 
the stream of later corruption, was that he regarded these as fixed 
and final. He failed, necessarily failed in the way of nature, to 
claim recognition for the fulness of the truth that man made in the 
image of God has to grow into His likeness: that all that is noblest 
in form or present embodiment is preparatory to something yet 
unseen and higher: that Art in its greatest achievements must be 
prophetic, must not rest in a victory but reveal that which is unat- 
tained’. 

It would be difficult to overrate the skill with which Greek 
sculpture of the best period represents strength in majestic repose, 
and feeling under sovereign control; but all, so to speak, lies within 
the figure before us. ‘The Gods have come down to us in the like- 


ness of men’; and we look no further. At first the spiritual, reli- 


1 This is only one application of the the recognition of this truth which the 
general law that man cannot find Book illustrates from many sides. 
rest in the finite. The key to the Comp. Eccles. iii. rr. 
understanding of Ecclesiastes lies in 
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gious, element is supreme, as in all living Art; but with the decay 
of faith that which is sensuous usurps the place of the spiritual, and 
Art which takes man as the standard of the divine cannot but fall. A 
single illustration will be sufficient to indicate my meaning, This is 
given in a crucial shape by the treatment of Aphrodite in the earlier 
and later schools. The physical beauty of the Medicean Venus has 
lost all the pure sovereign majesty of the Aphrodite of Melos, which 
is worthy to be an ideal of ‘woman before the Fall’.’ 

It is unnecessary to trace the decay of Greek Art. It retained to 
the last the gift of physical beauty, but in the apostolic age it had 
become the servant of the luxury of the Empire. Starting from a 
human ideal it became enslaved to man. So far as it had a place in 
popular worship it brought down the divine to the level of a corrupt 
life. 


This being so the antagonism of early Christians to contemporary Christian- 


: s ity essen- 
Art was necessarily essential and absolute. Before Art could be tially an- 
tagonistic 
placed in its true position there was need of a complete change of to Spans 
it was. 


centre. For this the stern discipline of Judaism had made provision. 
The lesson of consecration which had been kept in silent witness for 
long ages could be applied now that ‘the Word had become flesh.’ 
By that fact a new meaning was given to the beauty which the 
Greek artist had felt for, and an immeasurable scope was opened for 
the ministry of nature to God which the J ewish legislator had de- 
clared in symbols. But death is the condition of resurrection. 
There is indeed a continuity through death; but a formal severance 
from the past was the prelude to the new birth of Christian Art. 


LG 


Tt will be seen from what has been already said that Christianity * The eke 
Y1S- 

had to recognise and reconcile the partial and contrasted aspects of doe Art. 

imitative Art which had found expression in Judaism and Hellenism. 


Christian Art embodies the twofold conception of the spiritual destiny 


1 Kraus (F. X.), Die Christliche Kunst, 8. 22. 
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of the visible, and of a spiritual revelation through the visible. The 

central fact of the Christian Faith gives a solid unity to both 

truths. 
fulfilled The realisation of such an idea of Art can of necessity only come 
Bowy: slowly and through the course of life, not by any definite and con- 
scious effort but in the gradual conquest of humanity. The begin- 
ning was made when St Paul established Christian Churches in 
Ephesus, Athens, Corinth,and Rome. The end is still far off, even 
if it has come from age to age more clearly into view. When the 
Church first appeared openly in the Empire it had already the out- 
lines of a system of Art which had been drawn in the times of dark- 
ness and suffering. In the first stage of such a progress the inspiring 
thought is supreme: the perfection of form comes later.’ 

It is however extremely difficult to trace the course of Christian 
Scanty Art in the ante-Nicene age. The literary evidence is extremely 
mee scanty; and it naturally deals for the most part with the dangers 

and abuses of popular Art. Even in the present age little could be ~ 
gathered as to the place which is occupied by Art in ordinary 
Christian life from the works of theological controversy and general 
Tertullian. instruction. But the stern warnings of a man like Tertullian 
are evidently directed against influences and practices which he 
felt to be powerful if not dominant. Christian artists did not 
scruple to continue their profession even when they were admitted 
to the ministry’. The painter Hermogenes is condemned for the use 
which he made of his art, but the art itself is not proscribed?. It 
may also be fairly concluded from the denunciations of female 
luxury that other adornments of life besides rich dresses and jewels 
found admission into Christian households; and excess and extrava- 
gance imply a temperate use. It is also of interest to notice that 
Tertullian mentions incidentally ‘paintings on chalices’*, and in 
1 Tertull. de idol. 3 ff., adleguntur The subject was first engraved by 


in ordinem ecclesiasticum artifices Fabretti Inser. Ant. N. cii. p. 587, who 
idolorum. Comp. de spectac. 23. A describes the sarcophagus as ‘ex ce- 
Christian sculptor is represented at meterio Helene,’ 

his work on a sarcophagus assigned by * Tertull. adv. Hermég. i. pingit illi- 
De’ Rossi to the third century. See cite, that is, by painting pagan subjects, 
Northcote and Brownlow, ii. p. 236. 3 de Pudic. c. 7 picture calicum. 


’ 
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especial the image of ‘the Shepherd,’ which he speaks of as a usual 
subject’. 

The scanty notices of Christian Art at Alexandria are of the same Clement 
character as those in Tertullian. The language of Clement shews arate: 
clearly that many Christians did not scruple to wear heathen gems; 
and when he defines the subjects which might rightly be admitted in 
consideration of their typical significance, he accepts a principle 
which is capable of a very wide application’®. 

At the same time it is evident from Origen’s eloquent vindica- Origen. 
tion of the spiritual service of Christians—the spiritual altar, and 
sacrifices and images of God—that no religious use was as yet pub- 
licly made of imitative Art®, Nor can it be doubted that the feeling 
of the great teachers of the African Churches was decidedly adverse 
to the pursuit of Art*. The influence of Judaism was so far prevail- 
ing. Local circumstances probably in this case checked what might 
have been expected to be the natural result of Alexandrine thought. 

The position of the Italian, and specially of the Roman Church, The 

seems to have been somewhat different. Among the earliest Italian oe 
converts were members of noble families who brought with them the 
influence of cultivated taste, and at once found a place for the 
ministry of Art. But here again the evidence is limited in range. 
It is derived almost exclusively from paintings in the Catacombs, and 
mainly from the Catacombs of Rome; so that the simplest remains of 
Christian Art are necessarily confined in scope. They throw no 
light upon its domestic use, nor do they furnish any measure of its 
actual extent in subject or in prosecution. Moreover many of the 
paintings have been retouched at later times and some which are 
commonly reckoned among the earliest are of uncertain antiquity. 

In spite of these drawbacks however the paintings in the Cata- a Parnt- 
combs appear to give a fair representation of the character and 
spirit of Christian Art in Italy, They extend in date over the 
whole history of the early Church, though the earliest works are 


1 id, c. 10 pastor quem in calice de- 3 Orig. adv. Cels. viii, 17 ff. Comp. 
pingis. de Orat. 17. 
2 Clem. Alex. Ped. iii. 11, § 59, P 4 Clem. Alex. Protr. i. § 62, p. 54 P. 


289 P. 
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very few, from the beginning of the second century onwards, and 


include works of the greatest rudeness and of high artistic merit. 


Cemetery The earliest Roman example which is known, the decorations of 
Sem the most ancient part of the cemetery which bears the name of 


Flavia Domitilla, are, as it ‘appears, a unique monument of the 
primitive patrician Church of the Imperial City. In this case it 
may be supposed that the converts had the means for readily 
securing the services of a good artist, and an impartial judge pro- 
nounces the work to be such as would not discredit a painter of the 
best age’. Both in general style and subject these decorations 
closely resemble contemporary pagan works, but there are sufficient 
traces of characteristic subjects to establish their Christian origin’, 
Watacormbe The decorations of the Catacombs of St Januarius at N aples 
a hae rius 20d of chambers in the cemetery of St Callixtus at Rome are even 
at Naples. more completely classical in treatment. The artist acting under 
Christian instruction has followed as far as he could the custom of 
his time, using freely conventional ornaments, birds and flowers and’ 
masks, which were consistent with Christian feeling, and introducing ~ 


subjects which marked the faith of those for whom he worked?, 


* Mommsen, Cont. Rev. May 1871, The figure occurs also on a Lamp, 
Pp. 170. D.C.A. 922. 

2 Northcote and Brownlow, ii. r20ff, Psycur. 
Garrucci, Storia dell? Arte Cristiana 8. Domitilla, North. and Br. 33; 
TeLOs Schultze, Die Katakomben, 98. 

3 Schultze, Die Katakomben, go ff. ; 8. Gennaro, Naples. Schultze, Tab. 
Garrucci, Tavy. g0>—98. v.; id. Die Kat. s. 93. 

Northcote and Brownlow, ii. pp. Compare North. and Br. p. 2 39 (sar- 
18 ff. Garrucci, Tay. 26. Compare Gar- cophagus). 
rucci, Tavv. 13, 20, 37, 38, 88 for other Dioscuri. 
examples of a classical type, and the Arles; sarcophagus. Le Blant, Les 
beautiful pagan decorations of the sarc. chrét. @Arles xxiii, 
somb in the Via Latina (Parker, Unysszs and the Sirens. 


Tombs, pl. xiv. ff.). Crypt of Lucina: sarcophagus: North. 
The following classical subjects may and Br. Pp. 240. 
be specially noticed: © A very remarkable series of scenes 
ORPHEUS, from the Gospel History is found in 
8. Domitilla, Northcote and Brown- the Catacomb of Pretextatus. They 
low, p. 31. are unfortunately only imperfectly 
8. Callixtus, North. and Br. Pl. known. From the drawings published 
xviii. 2 (as Good Shepherd). by Garrucci, they appear to represent 
Bottari, lxxi. (x) Christ and the woman of Samaria; 
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The other examples of painting in the Roman Catacombs are of 
inferior artistic merit, being provided by poorer converts. But the 
same general features are preserved throughout. Christians used as 
far as they could the resources of popular art, and even adopted 
some current subjects which'were capable of a Christian interpreta- 
tion. There was no chasm of separation between Christianity and 
Art except that which was fixed by the ordinary subservience of Art 
to idolatrous purposes’. 

At the beginning of the fourth century, when the Christian 
Society had emerged from obscurity and begun to erect dignified 
places for worship, it was natural that Christians should introduce 
The 


famous Canon of the Synod of Elvira was evidently not directed 


into their churches the Art which had decorated their tombs. 


against a prospective or imaginary danger, but against an actual and 
probably a growing practice. There can be no real doubt as to its 
meaning, whatever opinion may be held as to its wisdom and its 
authority. The Synod absolutely forbids the painting of pictures on 


the walls of Churches, in order to guard against the representation 


of the objects of worship’. 


(2) The healing of the woman with the 
Issue; (3) The Baptism. The last sub- 
ject is debated, but De’ Rossi’s idea 
that it represents the striking of the 
Lord with the reed is wholly at vari- 
ance with the cycle of subjects in early 
Art, and with the appearance of the 
Dove in the picture. 

The drawing seems to be singularly 
good; and the figure of the Lord is of 
a youthful classical type. Schultze, Die 
Kat. 145; North. and Br. 142 ff. 

Schultze points out that Christian 
artists borrowed ornamental figures 
from classical myths which embodied 
beliefs about the dead: a. a. O. 98 ff. 

1 H.g. Garrucci, Tavy.8,12. None of 
the groups of figures seem to shew real 
artistic merit, unless it be the Ma- 
donna in the Cemetery of Priscilla as 
interpreted in Northcote and Brown- 
low, ii. pl. vii.; yet contrast the photo- 
graph in Parker’s Catacombs, pl. ii. 


Primitive feeling shrank, most justly, I 


The marvellously beautiful group of 
the Shepherd and Sheep in the tomb 
of Statilius Taurus (B.c. 30) is wholly 
unapproached by any Christian work. 
Parker, Tombs in and near Rome, pl. 
OBR 

There are examples of decorations 
in Jewish and Mithraic tombs closely 
analogous to those of the Christian 
tombs: Garrucci, Tavv. 493 ff. 

2 Conc. Illib. Can. 36. Ne picture 
in ecclesia fiant. Placuit picturas in 
ecclesia esse non debere, ne quod coli- 
tur et adoratur in parietibus depinga- 
tur. Comp. Dale, Synod of Elvira, p. 
289 0. 

The Canon is most strangely quoted 
by Northcote and Brownlow (ii. p. 4) 
as ‘one which forbad “pictures to be 
placed in a church, or that which is 
worshipped and adored to be painted 
on the walls.”’’ 
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Other 
examples, 


The canon 
of Elvira. 
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The 
judgment 
of Euse- 
bius. 
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believe, from the portraiture of Divine Persons. Perhaps there 
were already symptoms that this reserve was likely to be broken. 
So it seemed better to exclude pictures from the churches altogether 
than to run the risk of injuring the sensibility of faith. 

There was perhaps something of the sternness of African Chris- 
tianity in the Canon of Elvira. It may have been called for by 
peculiar local perils. It is therefore of more interest to notice a 
similar expression of feeling from an opposite quarter. This is found 
in a letter addressed by Eusebius of Cesarea to the Empress Con- 
stantia, which was brought forward at the second Council of Nicea. 
In this Eusebius seems to speak according to the general feeling of 
the time. The empress had requested a likeness (eixsv) of Christ. 
What do you mean by a likeness of Christ? is the answer of Eusebius. 
Not of course the image of Him as He is truly and unchangeably ; 


nor yet of His human nature as it has been glorified, of which the 


_ overpowering splendour of the Transfiguration offered some pledge 


and likeness. It must then be an image of the frail mortal flesh* 
which He bore before His Ascension. But such images are forbidden 
by the Mosaic Law. They are nowhere to be found in churches s 
and it is notorious that with us alone they are forbidden. ‘Some 
‘poor woman’, he goes on to say, ‘brought to me two painted 
‘figures, like philosophers, and ventured to say that they represented 
‘Paul and the Saviour; I do not know on what ground. But to save 
‘her and others from offence, I took them from her and kept them 
‘by me, not thinking it right in any case that she should exhibit 
‘them further (cis érépous ddws exféepe), that we may not seem like 
‘idolaters to carry our God about in an image.’ The images of 
Simon Magus and Mani may be worshipped by their followers. 
‘But such objects are forbidden us. Since we confess that our 
‘Saviour is God and Lord we prepare ourselves to see Him as God, 
‘using all zeal to purify our own hearts, that if so be when purified 
“we may see Him. For Blessed are the pure in heart because they 
‘shall see God, And if in addition to this hope (é zepiovoias) before 
‘that vision which shall be “face to face ” you set high value on the 
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‘images of the Saviour, what better artist can there be than the 
‘God-Word Himself *?” 

Such judgments were however unable to stem the tide of popular A revolu-» 
feeling which soon set in. The revolution in the Empire, which was ie 
marked and crowned by the conversion of Constantine, introduced 
new and perilous elements into the Christian body. The intense 
spirituality of the first ages was lost. Paganism passed not yet 
wholly conquered under the yoke of the Church. Within less than 
a century the representations of sacred scenes obtained for good and 
evil a recognised place in Christian sanctuaries. The imnovation 
was not accomplished without resistance. The familiar anecdote of 
Epiphanius (} 402) is a kind of summary of the controversy. This 
zealous and rigid bishop when visiting a village church in Palestine 
found there a veil ‘bearing a fanciful image of Christ (imaginem 
‘quasi Christi) or of some Saint’, for this detail he could not 
remember. He at once tore it asunder, and ordered the guardians 
of the church where it hung to use it for the shroud of a pauper. 
Nor was any further remonstrance made than that he should supply 
a new one, which he did through the Bishop of Jerusalem, begging 
him to warn the priest in charge of the church not to hang there 
veils ‘which are contrary to the Christian religion’,’ 

But in spite of such isolated action, and the traditional practice 
by which it was supported, pictures found a recognised place in 
sacred buildings even in the lifetime of Epiphanius. Three illustra- 
tions will be sufficient to shew how far their use was extended in the 
West and in the East. Paulinus (+ 431), who was a scholar of Paulinus. 
Ausonius and of consular rank, devoted himself and his fortune to 
the service of the Church. He took for his special hero Felix, a 
martyr of Nola, whose grave he decorated with noble buildings while 
he celebrated his praises in a long series of poems. In one of these 
he describes in some detail the pictures with which he had adorned 


the cloister of the church®, The series included the events of the 


1 Huseb. Hp. ad Const. Migne, Pa- 3 xxvii. (De S. Felice carm. natal. 
trol. Gr. xx. 1515 ff. ix.) s11 fff. ¢ 
2 Epiph. Epist. ad Joann. Hier. § ix. Nune volo picturas fucatis agmine 


(iii. 390 ed. Migne). longo 
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history of the Pentateuch, Joshua and Ruth’. By means of these 
representations he hoped to attract and instruct the crowds of 
ignorant rustics who visited the shrine of St Felix’. Each scene 
had, as he describes it, a certain fitness for enforcing some particular 
lesson, the new creation, the offering of Isaac, the continence of 
Joseph, the overthrow of Pharaoh®, the separation of Ruth and 
Orpah*. He admits that the experiment was an unusual one? : 
and it does not appear that he introduced into his decorations any 
scenes from the Gospel history. His language indeed implies that 
he shared to some extent the feeling expressed by Eusebius as to 
representations of the Lord®. 


Porticibus videas, paulumque supina Ne maneam terrenus.Adam... 


fatiges Hostia viva Deo tanquam puer of- 
Colla, reclinato dum perlegis omnia ferar Isac... 

vultu. Sit mihi castus amor, sit et horror 

* Qui videt hee vacuis agnoscens vera amoris iniqui... 

figuris Sit mihi ab Aegypto bonus exitus... 
Non vacua fidam sibi pascet imagine id. 607 ff. _ 

mentem. + Nonne, precor, toto manet hee dis- 
Omnia namque tenet serie pictura cordia mundo, 

fideli Parte sequente Deum, vel parte 


Que senior scripsit per quinque vo- 
lumina Moses, 

Que gessit Domini signatus nomine 
Tesus... 

Jam distinguentem modico Ruth 
tempora libro, 

Tempora Judicibus finita et Regibus 


orta, 

Intentis transcurre oculis: brevis ista 
videtur 

Historia, et magni signat mysteria 
belli... id. 514 ff. 

? Propterea visum nobis opus utile, 

totis 

Felicis domibus pictura illudere 
sancta ; 

Si forte attonitas hae per spectacula 
mentes 

Agrestum caperet fucata coloribus 
umbra, 


Que super exprimitur titulis ut Lit- 
tera monstret 
Quod manus explicuit.., 
id. 580 ff. 
* De genesi, precor, hune orandi col- 
lige sensum, 


ruente per orbem? 
id. 537 f. 
° Forte requiratur quanam ratione 
gerendi 

Sederit hee nobis sententia pingere 

sanctas 

Raro more domos animantibus ad- 

simulatis. 
id. 542 ff. 
6 Hee tibi, Christe Deus, tenui faci- 
lique paratu 
Pro nobis facimus; nec enim te, 
summe Creator, 
. Facta manu capiunt, toto quem cor- 
pore mundus 

Non capit. 

In his restoration of the old Basilica 
Paulinus introduced ‘the two Testa- 
ments,’ but his language is very ob- 
seure : 

tribus in spatiis duo Testa- 
menta legamus; 

Hane quoque cernentes rationem 

lumine recto, 

Quod nova in antiquis tectis, antiqua 

novis lex 
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The contemporary evidence of Gregory of Nyssa (t+ c. 400) shews Gregory of 
Nyssa. 


that in some places at least the range of subjects had been already 
enlarged. In commemorating Theodorus he has given a description 
of a picture of his martyrdom, which in its intense realism no less 
than in its subject is foreign to the spirit of early Christian Art. 
The artist, he says, had imaged in glowing colours the heroic acts of 
the martyr, his struggles, his pains, the brutal forms of his persecu- 
tors, their insults, the flaming furnace, the blessed consummation of 
the soldier of Christ. 


upon the wall, and do great service’. 


Painting, he adds, even in silence can speak 


About the same time Asterius, bishop of Amasea, gives a strange Asrmrius. 
description of popular extravagance. Men and women wore robes 
embroidered with all kinds of subjects ‘as if it were not enough to 
have the walls of their houses decorated with pictures’. The more 
pious, he adds, choose scenes from the Gospels, and think that in so 
‘Tf they follow 


‘my advice, let them sell such garments and honour the living 


doing they dress themselves in a way to please God. 


‘images of God. Do not paint Christ, for the one act of humility of 
‘His Incarnation, which he voluntarily undertook for us, is suffi- 
‘cient, but bear in thy soul and carry about spiritually (voyrws) the 
‘incorporeal Word ’*.’ 

Not long afterwards there is evidence that still more remarkable Nilus. 
freedom was used in ecclesiastical ornament. Olympiodorus con- 
sulted Nilus (+ 430) on the decorations which he proposed to place 
in a great church to be erected in honour of the martyrs. It was 


his design to represent on both sides of the Sanctuary (ieparetov) 


Pingitur ; est etenim pariter decus 
utile nobis 

In veteri noyitas, atque in novitate 
vetustas. 

Compare also xxviil. 22—27. 

In the apse of the Basilica at Funda 

he represented the idea of the Passion 

as it is found on sarcophagi: 

Sanctorum labor et merces sibi rite 
coherent, 

Ardua crux pretiumque crucis sub- 
lime corona. 


Ipse Deus, nobis princeps crucis at- 


que corona, 

Inter gloriferi celeste nemus para- 
disi, 

Sub cruce sanguinea niveo stat Chris- 
tus in agno, 

Agnus ut innocua injusto datus 


hostia leto, (Hp. xxxii. r7). 
1 Greg. Nyss. de S. Theod. Mart. iii. 


p. 733 (ed. Migne). 


2 Hom. de div. et Laz. p. 167, 


Migne (Patrol. Gr. x1.). 
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scenes of hunting and fishing, with representations of various animals 
and fish; and to erect in ‘the common house’ ‘a thousand crosses, 
and histories (icropias) of all kinds of birds and beasts and reptiles 
and plants.’ ‘In answer to your letter,’ so Nilus writes, ‘I should 
‘say that it would be puerile-and childish that the eye of the faithful 
‘should wander over such subjects. It befits a strong and manly 
‘character to fashion one single cross at the east of the most sacred 
‘precinct (rod Pevorarov tepévovs)...and to fill the holy sanctuary (rov 
‘yaov tov ayvov) on both sides with histories of the Old and New 
‘Testament by the hand of a skilful artist, in order that those...who 
“are unable to read the divine Scriptures may by looking at the paint- 
‘ings call to mind the courage of men who have served the true 


‘God and be stirred to emulation of their heroic exploits’.’ 


Avaus- In the time of Augustine the African Church had yielded to the 

ae growing fashion. Speaking of the Sacrifice of Isaac he says ‘that it 
was sung in many tongues, painted in many places’. And he bears 
witness that the fashion had brought. the results which earlier 
Christians had dreaded: ‘I know many’, he writes, ‘who worship 
tombs and pictures *.’ 

Ul. Scurr- The remains of early Christian Sculpture are singularly few. 

ee This may be due partly to the costliness of such works, and still 
more to the nature of the Art itself. Sculpture far more than paint- 

Statues. ing was identified with idolatry, The aversion from ‘the graven 


image’ has perpetuated itself in the Greek Church‘, and even to the 


1 Nilus, Hpp. iv. 61. The letter was 
brought forward at the Second Coun- 
cil of Nicea. In the following letter 
Nilus speaks of a young monk who 
recognised a martyr who appeared to 
him from haying seen him often repre- 
sented ‘in the paintings’ (é« rod mod- 
Ads TOV XapaxrApa Tod arylov él ray 
elxovev TeDedoOa). The phrase sounds 
like one of a later time. But Chryso- 
stom bears witness to the custom in his 
Homily on Meletius (ii. 2, p. 516, ed. 
Migne); he says that the portrait of that 
Saint was drawn on ‘rings, seals, 
bowls, and chamber walls.’ 

2 ¢, Faust. xxii, 73. Compare also 


de cons. evv. 1. x.16, Sic omnino errare 
meruerunt qui Christum et apostolos 
ejus non in sanctis codicibus sed in pic- 
tis parietibus quesierunt; nec mirum 
si a pingentibus fingentes decepti sunt. 

3 de Mor. Eccles. Cath. i. 34 (75) 
novi multos esse sepulcrorum et pic- 
turarum adoratores. The famous phrase 
‘picture (imagines) sunt idiotarum 
libri’ is often referred to Augustine, 
but, as far as I know, wrongly. 

*T am informed that statues are 
used as ornaments of Russian churches, 
as (for example) on the outside of the 
Isaac Church at St Petersburgh. I 
may add here that a friend, who has 
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present time Sculpture is for the most part inspired by the spirit of 
the old world. A single ideal figure, the Good Shepherd of the 
Vatican, which seems to have been suggested by the type of the 
Hermes Kriophoros, is referred to the fourth century’; part of a 
single portrait statue, that of Hippolytus, is referred to the fifth 
century. To these two works may be added a small statue of the 
Good Shepherd found at Seville, and perhaps the famous bronze statue 
of St Peter; and the list of the extant Christian statues of the first 
five centuries is complete’. The other early works of sculpture 
are sarcophagi, one of which belongs to the third century’. 

In spite of the limited scope which sarcophagi offered to the The cha- 


artist the sculptures which they present are of great interest as fhe cee 


chral 


confirming the general impressions conveyed by the remains of early Jubiostd 


Christian painting. The sarcophagi of Helena and Constantine, the 


mother and daughter of Constantine, are perfectly classical in charac- 


ter. 


recall the earliest wall-paintings. 


given a considerable amount of study 
to the monuments of early Celtic 
hagiology, especially of the Scoto- 
Trish school, informs me that, as far 
as his reading has extended, he ‘ can- 
‘not remember meeting with any 
‘mention of a sacred picture or image, 
‘unless it be in one passage in the 
‘Life of Brigid by Cogitosus, a work 
“which Colgan attributes to the last 
«quarter of the sixth century. It is 
‘there stated that in the church of 
‘Kildare, in which the body of Brigid 
‘was still lying buried in the time of 
‘the author, theparies tabulatus, which 
«separated the eastern part from the 
‘twin naves, was decoratus et imagt- 
‘nibus depictus, ac linteaminibus tec- 
‘tus (Cogitosus, cap. xxxv., in the 
‘Trias Thaumaturga, p. 523). But 
‘ what subjects these imagines depicted, 
‘ig not hinted: it is possible that only 
‘ flowers, or, at most, figures of angels, 
‘are meant.’ 

1 According to Eusebius (Vit. Const. 
iii. 497) Constantine set up in the 
market at Constantinople ‘the repre- 


The vine and wine-making which are represented on the latter 


Such objects lend themselves 


sentation of the Good Shepherd fa- 
miliar to students of Scripture (rd Tod 
Karoo mowméevos cvuBora, Tols dard TOV 
Gelwy oyluwy dpuwpévors yyspyia), and a 
gilded bronze figure of Daniel with the 
lions. 

2 The two other figures of the Good 

Shepherd which remain (Appell, J. c, 
p- 5) are hardly so early. A statuette 
of St Peter (Appell, p. 6) which was 
once at Berlin appears to be of early 
date; but is known only by en- 
gravings. 
_3 It is dated 273. See Le Blant, 
Etude sur les Sarcophages Chrétiens de 
la ville d’ Arles, p. iv; and compare td. 
pl. xxxiv. Le Blant assigns to the 
same age the sarcophagus of Livia 
Primitiva, which bears a rude represen- 
tation of the Good Shepherd between 
two sheep, a fish and an anchor: l.c. 
Bottari, WI. xXxxv.2. 

Garrucci’s fifth volume contains the 
sarcophagi. A very careful and valua- 
ble list and description is given by 
Dr Appell, Monuments of Christian Art 
+0 1972+ 
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rondily to a Christian interpretation while they are not distinctively 


Christian. 


Christian meaning can only be given with difficulty’. 


In other casts classical imagery is found to which a 


But for the 


most part the same scenes are found as in the Catacombs, and they 


are treated in the same manner. 


The sculptor brought to his work 


the experience and the traditions of ancient art, as far as they still 


. s =) 2 
survived, and used them for the expression of new ideas”. 


Meanwhile Christian Architecture had made vigorous progress. 


When the persecution of Diocletian broke out at Nicomedia (A.D. 


303), ‘a most lofty temple’ there was one of the first objects of de- 


struction. 


At that time it is evident that the religious buildings of 


Christians were of considerable importance; and the church which 


Paulinus erected at Tyre not many years afterwards (4.D. 313) pro- 


bably only reproduced the type of earlier works of which no detailed 


description has been preserved. 


Eusebius has fortunately given 


an account of this which proves beyond question that Christians were 


ready to devote the costliest work to purposes of Divine worship*. . 


The central door was decorated ‘with plates of bronze and reliefs’ 


(wapampypact te xadkot otdypodérois Kat rouxihpaow avayAvots).’ 


Elaborate carvings of wood were freely used. The roof was made of 


cedar. And Eusebius taxes the powers of his rhetoric to represent 
the splendour of the effect produced both by the costliness of the 


materials and by the beauty of the workmanship. The external 


magnificence was indeed designed, if we may believe him, to attract 


passers by and lead them to enter the sacred precincts‘. 


1 H.g. The figures of the Dioscuri 
on a sarcophagus. at Arles. Le Blant, 
pl. xxiii. pp. 38 ff. On the use of clas- 
sical details see Le Blant, 1. c. Intro- 
duction, pp. x. f.; 19. 

2 Some examples shew considerable 
artistic merit. For example a sarco- 
phagus in the Lateran Museum, given 
in Northcote and Brownlow, ii. 255 ; 
Parker, pl. xvii.; Bottari, T. xxxiii. 
The sarcophagus of Junius Bassus 
(A.D. 359) shews thoughtful work. It is 
hard to understand how other en- 
gravings come to represent Daniel as 


nude, according to all but univer- 
sal custom, while Parker’s engraving 
‘taken from a photograph’ (pl. xiii.) 
represents him as fully clothed. Dr 
Appell says that the figure is modern. 
(Monuments of Christian Art, p. Io.) 

NEG IIR 7, 

4 Euseb. l. c. ws dv pur) Taparpexy Ts 
OTe eh THY Wuxiv kaTravuyels mporepor 
Mvnun THs Te mplv épnulas Kal THS viv 
mapadotov Oavuaroupylas, bp Fs TaXa 
kal E\kvoOnoecOat Karavyyérra Kad ™ pos 
avrns THs dWews emt Tiy etcodor ™ poTpa- 
mwhoecbar iAmriev. 
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The church of Paulinus was a genuine expression of Christian Constan- 
feeling. Less stress can be laid on the evidence furnished by the uae 
works of Constantine at Jerusalem. These so impressed Eusebius 
that he suggests that they may have been prefigured by the prophets 
in their description of the New Jerusalem’. No kind of rich deco- 
ration was spared. The interior walls were encrusted with variegated 
marbles. The carved ceiling was gilded throughout. The semi- 
circular apse was adorned with twelve columns, supporting as many 
silver vases which the Emperor ‘presented as an offering to his God.’ 
And Eusebius says that he could not enumerate the other gifts ‘of 
gold and silver and precious stones’ with which the building was 
enriched’, 

The works of Constantine at Rome seem to have been of a 
similar type; and the drawings of the original Basilica of St Peter 
which have been preserved are so full of beauty that it is difficult 
not to feel that the present building has been dearly purchased by 
the loss of the greatest of his Churches. 

The development of Christian Architecture gave occasion to the Mosaics. 
first original effort of Christian Art, the application of Mosaic on a 
large scale to wall-pictures. The earliest remaining examples are in 
the Churches of St Constantia and St Maria Maggiore at Rome; and 
one of the most beautiful in the tomb of Galla Placidia at Ravenna’. 
This form of art, it is obvious, lends itself naturally to con- 
ventional representation; and it is not unlikely that the later 
Mosaics preserve unchanged the earliest types as they were suc- 
cessively fixed. 

One example deserves to be specially noticed, that on the apse of 
the Church of St Pudentiana at Rome. No existing work gives a 
better idea of the peculiar spirit and power of early Christian Art. 
The treatment is conventional without being lifeless. A spiritual 


purpose is dominant without destroying the natural dignity of the 


1 Vit. Const. ii. 33. in D. C. A. ii. 6, 1328, and a large 
* Id. 34—40. Bingham (Antiqui- coloured drawing at South Kensington. 
ties, vili. § 5) has given an interesting It is excellently described in Wolt- 
early inventory of Church vessels. mann and Woermann, Hist. of Paint- 
3 There is a drawing of this Mosaic — ing, London, 1880, i. 167 f. 
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Domestic 
Art. 


' works of considerable merit*. 
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figures and the grouping. ‘The spectator is forced by the beauty of 
‘ 
that which he sees to look beyond to that which is suggested’. 


There are very few traces of the domestic Art of the early Chris- 


tians. 


Clement of Alexandria gives a list of subjects which might 


properly be engraved on rings; and existing specimens present nearly 


all the types which he allows’. 


Many early Christian lamps are 


And one of the gold coins of Constan- 


tine offers a unique and most beautiful embodiment of a Christian 


thought. 


The Emperor is represented as ‘looking upwards in the 


attitude of prayer’: so, Eusebius says, he wished to express his 


faith*, 


1 There are valuable representations 
of early Mosaics in the South Kensing- 
ton Museum. See Christian Mosaic 
Pictures by J. W. Appell, Ph. D., 1877. 

Garrucci devotes his fourth volume 
to Mosaics. 

2 For the history and remains of 
early Christian glyptic Art see C. W. 
King, Antique Gems and Rings, ii. § vii. 
pp. 24ff. London, 1872; and Dr Ba- 
bington’s article Gems in D. C. A. 

A simple enumeration of the subjects 
of the small collection of early Chris- 
tian gems in the British Museum will 
give a fair idea of the general character 
of these works. 

1. A dove, olive branch and star 
(ruby). 

2. A fish, olive, pastoral staff, 

3. A fish and anchor, with the word 
ETTITYNXANOY (D.C. A. p. 714). 

4. Across, fish and dove (D. C. A. 
P- 713). 

5. Two fish (ascending and descend- 
ing) and a bowl. 

6. An anchor between two dolphins 
with the letters a. P. L. 

7. An anchor between two fish. 

8. 1xOyc enclosed between two olive 
branches (sard), 

g. An anchor-cross with two doves 
resting on the arms, two fish (ascend- 
ing and descending), and two palms, 

1o. Good Shepherd under an olive 
with two doves (hematite), 

11. Good Shepherd between two 
sheep: very rude. 


12. Good Shepherd with 1H yC: 
very rude, : 

13. Good Shepherd, with sheep and 
two lambs, under a tree with a dove: 
very rude. 

14. Good Shepherd and Jonah cast 
out by the monster : a dove with olive 
branch: a palm and gourd with a star 
between: in the centre the mono- 
gram. 

15. Two parts: above, the Good 
Shepherd and Jonah under the gourd: 
below, an anchor, dove, branches, fish, 
figures kneeling, a figure floating 
above. 

16. A Cross, which has become a 
living tree, with a dove resting upon 
it. (This is a singularly interesting 
device.) 

17. Two sheep between two palms: 
very well executed. 

18. Chariot with two horses and 
angel. 

19. Four sheep with collars, 

20. The temptation. 

21. Cross with the Chrisma (sap- ~ 
phire). 

22. Palm between two branches. 

23. Palm tree, two branches and 
two birds with inscription: very rude. 

3 See Dr Babington’s article in 
D.C. A. 

4 Vit. Const. iv. 13. An engraving 
of the coin, which does not do it jus- 
tice, is given in D. C. A. Money, 
Fig. 23. Dr Babington (D. ©. A. i. p. 
720) refers to an agate in which the 
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The rapid sketch which has been given of the progress of Chris- Character- 


; eared nee ‘ : a tics of 
tian Art in different directions will be sufficient to indicate the Christian 


circumstances under which it gained finally a recognised place in oe 
Christian life, and especially in Christian worship. It was, as we 
have seen, fashioned on classical models ; 1t inherited the use of classi- 

cal methods; it incorporated some of the familiar subjects of classical 
use’; but at the same time it embodied, even if only in an elementary 
form, the power of a new life. It was conventional and it was sym- 
bolic. By these characteristics it claimed effectually the office of in- 
terpreting the invisible through the visible, of giving predominance to 

the spiritual idea over the external appearance, of advancing from 
within outwards, from the thought to the expression. The means 
adopted for securing these ends belong, no doubt, to the infancy of 
Christian Art. Efforts which were arrived at directly and simply in 

the first stage of the new artistic life can be secured now without 

any sacrifice of the freedom or of the fulness of the artist’s labours. 

But this fact does not deprive the earliest works of their distinctive 
meaning and importance. 

This is true both as to the Early 


a ; pve Christi 
choice and as to the treatment of subjects. It is indeed necessary to Fae 


ventiona 


Early Christian Art is conventional. 


remember that our illustrations are chiefly drawn from the Cata- 
combs, from tombs and sarcophagi. But when allowance is made 
for the limitation of the artist’s freedom by the nature of his work, 


Emperor is represented in the same 
way. 

Some other coins of Christian em- 
perors deserve mention as illustrating 
the symbolism of Christian Art. Most 
conspicuous among these is the small 
‘third brass’ coin of Constantine, 
bearing on the reverse the words spes 
publica with the labarum, the spiked 
end of which pierces the serpent 
(D. C. A. s.v. Labarum and Money, 
fig. 16). A variation of this design 
Constantine is said to have set over 
the portal of his palace (Euseb. Vit, 
Const. ili, 3). The old device of the 
pheenix with the legend Felix tem- 
porum reparatis occurs on coins of 
Constans and Constantius. On coins 


of the two Eudoxias Victory is repre- 
sented inscribing the letters of the 
sacred monogram on a shield. Ona 
coin of Valentinian III., which has 
the common legend Victoria Augusti, 
Satan takes the place of the barbarian 
whom the Emperor treads under his 
feet. At last the head of the Lord, of 
a singularly dignified type, appears on 
a gold coin of Justinian II. Compare 
C. W. King, Early Christian Numis- 
matics, pp. 35 ff. 

A very complete account of the in- 
teresting Christian glass work is given 
by Dr Babington in D. C. A, (Glass). 
See also Garrucci, Tom. iii. 

Ses p. 320, nr. 
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it seems certain that other influences must have kept him within 
the narrow circle of subjects to which he confined himself. He made 
a new departure in Art, though perhaps unconsciously, and strove 
to call attention to the divine element in life, For this purpose 
it was necessary to take a few familiar subjects which could easily 
be made to express a universal spiritual truth, Scenes and figures 
came in this way to express great thoughts; and when this corre- 
spondence between facts and ideas was established in a few cases, 
a lesson of wide application was surely taught. 


in subject; 


Thus it is that a few subjects from the Old Testament and a few 
and in 


from the New Testament are repeated both in painting and sculpture 
with almost wearisome monotony, Among these three scenes from 
the history of Jonah ((a) Jonah cast out of the ship; (b) disgorged by 
the sea-monster; (c) resting under the gourd), Daniel between two 
lions, Noah in the ark, the feeding of the multitudes and the Raising 
of Lazarus are perhaps the most frequent in early works; and next to 
these the Fall, Moses striking the rock, the three Children in the 
furnace, Job in his distress, the sacrifice of Abraham, the ascension 
of Elijah, the adoration of the Magi, the miracle of Cana’, It 
is very remarkable that only one representation of David is referred 
to by the historians of early Christian Art’. 
treatment. The treatment of these subjects offers little variation. Jonah is 
always represented nude, and the sea-monster seems to have been 
modelled on the type of that found in representations of Andromeda. 
Daniel, nearly always nude, stands in the attitude of prayer between 
two lions placed symmetrically. Lazarus is drawn like a mummy, 
and his tomb commonly appears like a small chapel, while the Lord 
holds a rod in hand, The Magi are dressed in Persian (Phrygian) 


costume, The treatment of the Good Shepherd offers a partial excep- 


1 Lists of examples of these dif- 
ferent subjects are given in various 
writers. It is sufficient to refer to 


combs, Cont. Rev. Oct. 1866. 
How great was the tendency of the 
subjects to become fixed is shewn by 


Canon Venables’ articles Fresco, and 
Old Testament in D. C, A., and Mr 
Tyrwhitt’s article in the same work on 
the different subjects. See also C. J. 
Hemans, The Church in the Cata- 


the identity of the decorations of two 
sarcophagi, one at Rome (Bottari, 
xxiv.) and the other at Arles (Le 
Blant, ix.). 

*; Seep.) 34a niee 
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tion to the general uniformity. In addition to the commonest type 
in which He bears the lamb over His shoulders, the Shepherd is 
represented with the pipe, and leaning on His staff, and with goats’; 
and on a sarcophagus He appears in three separate forms’. It is 
not difficult to see the special colouring which is given in each case 
to the common thought. Elsewhere there is little change; and 
anyone who examines the work of Garrucci will feel the truth of 
the words used at the second Council of Nicea, ‘the making of 
- ‘pictures is not the invention of artists but the admitted legislation 
‘and tradition of the Catholic Church °,’ 

This view as it was maintained by the artists of the Greek Chris- 
Church was necessarily fatal to Art, The conventionalism of early eae 
work was no more than a first step in the new life. Conventionalism 
was the condition of Symbolism, that is of the simplest assertion of 
the spiritual purpose of Art. But when the end was gained, the 
provisional restriction of subjects ceased to be necessary. 

We are thus brought to the second characteristic of early Chris- 
tian Art: it was symbolic. There is no doubt some exaggeration in 
the theory, which has gained the support of De’ Rossi, that Christian 
artists worked under the direction of theologians and embodied defi- 
nite schemes of doctrine in their pictures. But it is impossible to 
study the cycle of subjects in connexion with early Christian litera- 
ture and not feel that the artists embodied thoughts which their 
religious services brought before them. Scenes in the Old Testa- 
ment shadowed forth truths of the Gospel and illustrated the reality 
of the one purpose underlying all life. By repeating these it was not 
difficult to suggest the thought of the correspondence between differ- 
ent stages in the fulfilment of the divine will, of the inner meaning 
of ordinary events, of the way in which things are set ‘one over 
against another.’. The offering of Isaac indicated as much as the 
early believer thought could be safely indicated, in a direct represen- 


1 Compare Northcote and Brownlow, 3 Od twypdduv epevperis 7) Twv ElKove 
ii, p. 24. Bottari, Ixxviii., Ixxx.,  olyows ddd Tis Kaodexys éxxdyolas 
xevii., ciii., ev., exiii., cxvi., cxvili.,  éyxpiros Peopobecta kal mapddoo.s. Conc. 
oxliii., exlv., clv., clxxii., clxxix. Nic. mu. Act. vi. (Coneil. vill, 1085 ed. 

2 Bottari, clxiii. Colet.) 


The sym- 
bolism of 
figures 


recognised. 


in the 
works, 
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tation, of the Lord’s Passion. The deliverance of Noah from and by 
the waters was an eloqttent symbol of salvation in the Church 
‘through water.’ The four rivers of Paradise suggested thoughts of 
the streams of grace flowing to the Church through the Gospel and 
the Gospels. The domestic feast, and the feeding of the multitudes 
called up recollections of the provision which the Lord had made and 
still continues to make for the material and spiritual sustenance of 
His people. Above all the familiar figure of the Good Shepherd 
brought together the imagery of the Old Testament and the experi- 
ence of daily life, and in some degree perhaps symbolic forms of 
ancient art’. In one subject at least the imagination of the old 
world was allowed its full right. The myth of Orpheus expressed 
with far-reaching pathos the faith of man in a restored order of 
creation ; and the Christian artist gladly accepted the pictured parable 
of which his faith gave the meaning. 

The reality of this symbolic meaning is placed beyond all ques- 
In 


several cases St Peter, ‘the leader of the New Israel,’ is represented 


tion by the direct testimony of the monuments themselves. 


under the figure of Moses striking the rock. Not only is the figure of 
Moses commonly given in the conventional type of St Peter, but the 
identification is completed by the addition of the name ‘Peter’.’ 
In other examples Christ Himself appears as Moses*® and again as 
Abraham*. Elsewhere, as when a young Christian man in the 
attitude of prayer occupies the place of Noah in the ark, the lessons 
taught by the experience of the old saints are brought down into 
actual life’, 


1 On the relation of the Good Shep- Compare D, 0, A.s.v. The most re- 


herd to the Hermes Kriophoros see 
Northcote and Brownlow, ii. pp. 26 ff. 

* Compare Northcote and Brownlow, 
ii. frontispiece, and p. 180; Le Blant, 
Sare. Chrét. p. xxii.; pp. 36f. 

3 Garrucci, lv. 2; xliii, 1. 

4 Garrucci, T. xliii. 1, 

5 It is enough simply to refer to the 
unquestioned symbolism of ‘the Fish’ 
(IXOYC), Except in scenes of ‘ fish- 


ing’ this figure hardly comes within 
the proper scope of Art, though it il- 
lustrates the attitude of the artist, 


markable use of ‘the Fish’ which I 
have seen is in a picture from Cyren- 


-aica where several distinct kinds of 


fish are combined with a figure of the 
Good Shepherd (Garrucci tay. I05 ¢). 
Fishing and Baptism are combined: 
Garrucci, vii. 2. Figures of some very 
curious gems with the ‘Fish’ are 
given in D, ©. A. i. p. 713. Le Blant 
(Sare. Chrét. Intr. § 5) has pointed out 
the remarkable correspondence _be- 
tween the subjects on sarcophagi 
and the historical references in the 
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~ An illustration of a different kind is furnished by the sarcophagus 
On this, in the small reliefs which fill the spandrils of 


the arcade, a sheep occupies the place of the divine representation in 


of Bassus. 
the familiar cycle of subjects. A sheep receives the Law, strikes 
the rock, administers Baptism, multiplies the loaves, raises Lazarus. 
So the unity of the working of God throughout the Old and New 
Testaments is vividly brought out’. 


When the general principle is once recognised it is scarcely Symbo- 


possible to overlook the combination of thoughts which is indicated pas 
by definite groupings of types, such as Moses striking the rock and 
the raising of Lazarus’; Moses striking the rock and Baptism *; Christ 
teaching in the centre, and grouped round the sacrifice of Abraham, 
the feeding of the multitudes, Moses striking the Rock, Noah, the 
three children‘; and again, Orpheus in the centre, and around David 
with the sling’, Moses striking the Rock, Daniel, the raising of 
Lazarus, separated by four pastoral scenes®; yet again, the Good 
Shepherd in the centre, and around the raising of Lazarus, Moses 
striking the rock, the healing of the Blind, Job’. In one example 
Daniel, the Good Shepherd, and Jonah cast to the whale occur in a 
continuous picture®, 

The symbolism of Christian Art is one expression of another The re- 
mark by which it is distinguished, its reserve. This characteristic is ae ahs 
specially illustrated by the treatment of subjects from the Gospels, 
and especially of the Person of the Lord. As early as the second 


century Gnostic sects had alleged portraits of the Lord’, Such 


Offices for the dead. His last words 
are well worth quoting: Mais, je le 
répéte, ce qui me semble dominer dans 
le cycle des représentations figurées sur 
les tombes, c’est l’'idée méme dont s’in- 
spirent les liturgies funéraires et qui 
fit mettre aux lévres du preux Roland 
ce cri supréme: O notre vrai Pere, toi 
qui ressuscitas saint Lazare d’entre les 
morts et qui défendis Daniel contre 
les lions, sauve mon 4me et protége- 
la contre tous périls (p. xxxix). 

1 Compare Northcote and Brownlow, 
ii. p. 260. 

2 Bottari, T. cxxix. 


3 Le Blant, xv. 

4 Bottari, T. lix.; Garr. xxiv. 

5 Bottari says that this is the single 
representation of David with which he 
is acquainted in early art (p. 32). May 
not the figure really be that of the 
Sower ? 

6 Bottari, lxiii.; Garr. xxv. 

7 Bottari, xci.; Garr. xl. Other ex- 
amples are given Garrucci xliii.; xlviil. ; 
li. (Bottari, exviii). 

8 Bottari, T. clxx. 

9 Tren. i. 24, 25. 
Gems, i. p. 721. 


Compare D, C. A. 
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representations were foreign to the mind of the Church. They do 
not occur in works conneéted with the Catholic Communion til] the 
fourth century at the earliest, and then in conventional types. At 
the same time the figures of the Lord which appear commonly on 
sarcophagi shew Him as a youthful figure of a pure classical form 
with no attempt at realistic portraiture*, It is no doubt due to the 
reverent shrinking from all representations of the Lord in His 
human Presence that scenes from the Gospel history were with very 
few exceptions carefully avoided, 

A rude sketch of the Nativity is found upon a fragment of a 
sarcophagus dated A.D. 343°. 
of the Magi of as early a date’. 


There are representations of the visit 
Other scenes, except the Raising of 
Lazarus, are very rare and of isolated occurrence. 


The treat- In this connexion the early treatment of the Passion is of the 
tie Bee deepest interest. One of the earliest representations of the subject 
sion. 


is of singular beauty and impressiveness.. It is found on a sarco- 
phagus preserved in the Lateran and referred to the fourth century®.- 
The face of the sarcophagus is divided by columns into five compart- 
ments. The two end compartments shew on one side Christ, a 
youthful figure, led by a soldier, and Pilate washing his hands; on 


1 Compare Northcote and Brownlow, 
ii. 216 ff.; Pearson On the Creed, p. 88 
note; and the articles by Mr Tyrwhitt 
and Archd. Cheetham in D. ©. A. i. 
pp. 874 ff. 

The famous statue at Cesarea (Eu- 
seb, vii. 18) cannot in any case be 
regarded as contravening the general 
statement. 

I do not enter on the question of the 
date of the legendary portraits of the 
Lord. The two specimens on ‘cloth’ 
reproduced by Mr Heaphy in his work 
on The Likeness of Christ (edited by W. 


sarcophagus of Junius Bassus. Appell, 
P. 9; Bottari, xv. ; Parker, xvii. See 
also Bottari, xxxiii, Another remark- 
able example is given in Bottari liy. 
With these may be compared the cor- 
responding figures of the bearded 
Christ : Le Blant, pl. iv.; Bottari xxi., 
XXiL., Xxiii., xxv., xxviii. The distinc- 
tion which has been drawn between the 
beardless and bearded figures as ex- 
pressing the human and divine aspects 
of Christ’s Person (see Le Blant, p. 25) 
does not seem to hold good. 
3 Northcote and Brownlow, ii. 235. 


Bayliss, London, 1880), from the origi- 
nals at St Peter’s at Rome, and St 
Bartholomew’s at Genoa, are most re- 
markable works. I know nothing in 
early Christian Art at all resembling 
the former in style. Those who have 
seen ‘the Holy Face’ at Lucca speak 
of it as being no less impressive, 

* A very fine example is found on the 


4 The occurrence of the Star in the 
sroup noticed above, p. 329, n. 2, seems 
to shew that that really represents the 
visit of the Magi. 

5 Appell, p. 21; Parker, xv.; North- 
cote and Brownlow, ii. 2 53. Compare 
Paulinus Zp. xxxii, 17, quoted above, 
P- 332 n. 
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the other Christ crowned by a soldier with a crown not of thorns but 


In the 
centre is the Cross terminated by the sacred monogram encircled by 


of flowers, and Simon the Cyrenian bearing His Cross’. 


a wreath. On the arms of the Cross two doves are resting, and 
beneath are two figures of the Roman guards, one watching and one 
sleeping. So the whole story of sadness and joy, of suffering and 
glory, of death and triumph, is eloquently told. © 

This representation of the Passion was widely spread, though 
without the accompanying scenes’. 

In one example below the Cross, in the place commonly occupied 
by the two guards, the Lord is represented appearing to two women’*. 
In another the crowned Cross is the object of devout contemplation 
to the apostles, who stand six on each side with their right hands 
upraised, while from above out of the starry heaven a hand places a 
crown upon the head of each*. 

Another treatment of the idea of the Passion, which occurs on 
the sarcophagus of Anicius Probus, who died in 395, is scarcely less 
beautiful. In this case also the face of the sarcophagus is divided 
into five compartments. The two on either side are occupied each 
by two disciples, In the centre one, which is wider, the Lord appears 
between St Peter and St Paul. 
figure, upon a mound from which flow the four streams of the new 
in His left hand He holds the roll of the Gospel, and in 


the right a jewelled cross’. 


He stands, a graceful youthful 
Paradise : 
The full meaning of this representation is brought out more 


clearly in other examples, where the Lord stands on the mound, and 
by Him a Lamb bearing the Cross upon its head®. The same thought 


1 This is well pointed out by Le 
Blant, Sarc. Chrét. p. 18. His en- 
graving p. xxxiii. 3 is admirable. The 
smaller size and dress of the figure 
bearing the Cross leave no doubt as to 
the artist’s meaning. 

Le Blant observes that this is the 
single example in which any incident 
of the Passion subsequent to the ap- 
pearance before Pilate is reptseenie 
in early art (J. ¢.). 

2 Examples are given by Garnaeel 


Tavv. 349—-3533 403- 
3 Bottari, T. xxx.; Garrucci, T. cccl. 


4 Le Blant, pl. xiv. A small en- 
graving of this work is given in D. C. 
A. i. p. 108. 

5 Bottari, T. xvi. A similar group 
with the addition of two palm trees is 


found in another sarcophagus: Bot- 
tari, T. xxxv. 
6 Bottari, Tavv. xxi., xxii., 1, With 


this may be compared the rude, almost 
startling, figure of Christ throned with 
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is indicated by a Lamb standing in front of the Cross; or by a Lamb 
with a cruciform nimbus which stands upon a mound from which 
issue the four rivers’; and less distinctly by a Cross or the Chrisma 
between two lambs’, 

Yet more significant and touching is a representation of the 
Passion which is found on a slab preserved in Wirksworth Church, 
Derbyshire. The slab was found some years ago buried under the 
floor of the Chancel. The work is rude, and was probably executed 
by some English sculptor of the rxth or xth century, but the design 
is of a much earlier date, and may reasonably be referred to an 
Italian artist of the vith or vith century. 

The larger portion of the slab which remains is in good preserva- 
tion, and contains scenes from the Life of the Lord, among others 
less distinct, the Nativity and the Ascension in a most suggestive 
juxtaposition, the Feet-washing and the Burial, and between these a 
symbolic image of the Passion. On the centre of a plain Greek 
Cross is laid the figure of a dead lamb. As far as I can learn the 
conception is unique*, The drooping head and the bent legs of the 
victim tell of death with eloquent force; and under this limited 
aspect it is perhaps allowable to present for contemplation the Dead 
Christ*, No one, I think, can regard it without feeling that we 


have lost greatly by substituting a literal representation for such a 
symbol ®, 


the Chrisma upon His head : Le Blant, 
pl. xxvii. 
1 Garrucci, T. ceclvi.; T, 355. 


graphie de la Croiz...in Didron’s An- 
nales Archéologiques xxvi. p. 213 (Paris, 
1869). It is said that the Face of the 


2 Garrucci, Tavy, 10, 303, 337) 345s 
389) 393, 422, 426. 

On the cover of an Evangelarium at 
Milan are several typical scenes from 
the Lord’s Life; but there is no Cruci- 
fixion, In place of this there is a 
Lamb in the centre with a wreath : 
Labarte, Hist. des Arts industriels.., 
1864; pl. vi.; Garrucci, T. 454. 

3 The image of the Living Lamb is 
found on the centre of the Vatican 
Cross (D. C. A. 1, 51 3) and elsewhere, 
A very striking example occurs in a 
bas-relief on the Ciborium at St Mark’s 
Venice: Grim, de St Laurent, Icono- 


Lord is represented as the intersection 
of the arms of the Cross in the Trans- 
figuration at Ravenna; D, C. A. P. 494. 

4 I feel unable to believe that a gem 
representing the Dead Christ (D. ©. A. 
i. p. 718) can be as early as the ivth 
century, 

* This is not the place to enter on 
the history of the direct representa- 
tions of the Crucifixion first ideal and 
then realistic. The subject is of deep 
theological importance, but it belongs 
wholly to a later period than that with 
which we are concerned here. The essay 
of M. Grimouard de St Laurent re- 
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The same spirit of reserve which led Christian artists to shrink Repre- 
from direct representations of the Lord’s sufferings, kept them also peneens 
from representing the sufferings of His martyrs. A single painting men ar 
in the Cemetery of St Callixtus is supposed to portray the trial of - 
Christian confessors’. And a single gem, a new-year’s gift, of 
unusually good execution, which is referred to the age of Constantine, 
represents an actual martyrdom, perhaps that of St Agnes’ It 
seemed enough for the most part to represent the death and deliver- 
ance of martyrs by the type of the three Children. 

In correspondence with the reserve of early Christian Art we Joyfulness 
may also notice its joyousness, The reserve was a natural conse- bia? 
quence of the vivid realisation of spiritual truth: the aim of the 
artist was, so to speak, to let earth speak of heaven and not to 
confine heaven in forms of earth. The joyousness was another 
manifestation of the same faith, In spite of appearances the Chris- 
tian believed that the victory over sin and death was already won; 
and he gave expression to his conviction. The characteristic words 
‘in pace’ which marked the ‘rest’ of the believer were reflected in 
all the associations of death. The painful literalism which deforms 
many of the monuments of the xvth and xvith centuries found no 
place in the vth and vith, and still less in earlier times. The terrible 
pictures which Tertullian drew of the sufferings of persecutors, and 
the scarcely less terrible descriptions by Augustine of the sufferings 
of the wicked were not as yet embodied by Art. No attempt was 
made to give distinctness to the unseen world. It is doubtful 
whether there are any representations of angels earlier than the 
latter half of the fourth century, and it seems certain that there are 
no representations of powers of evil, other than the natural serpent, 
till a later date. 


By that time the work of early Christian Art was ended, 


ferred to in note 3, p. 346, is a valuable 1 Northcote and Brownlow, i. pl. 8, 
contribution to the history, but by no ii, 173. 
means exhaustive. 2D. ©. Aci. p. 719. 
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TEs 


From what has been said it will appear that the relation of Chris- 
tianity to Art is that which it holds generally to life. It answers to 
a fresh birth, a transfiguration of all human powers, by the revela- 
tion of their divine connexions and destiny. The pregnant words of 
St Paul, ‘old things (rd dpyaia) passed away: behold, they have 
become new,’ have an application here. There is no loss, no aban- 
donment of the past triumphs of thought and insight and labour, but 
they are quickened by a new power, and disclosed in a new position 
with regard to the whole discipline of man. Christian Art is the 
interpretation of beauty in life under the light of the Incarnation. 
The ministry of the beautiful in every shape, in sound, in form, in 
colour, is claimed for God through man. 

The realisation of this idea must necessarily be slow, but it is 
impossible that the facts of the Incarnation and Resurrection can 
leave Art in the same position as before. The interpretation of 
Nature and the embodiment of thought and feeling through outward 
things must assume a new character when it is known not only that 
Creation is the expression of the will of God, and in its essence 
‘very good,’ but also that in humanity it has been taken into per- 
sonal fellowship with the Word, through whom it was called into 
being. Such a revelation enables the student to see in the phe- 
nomena of the visible order Sacraments, so to speak, of the spiritual 
and unseen, and free him from bondage to ‘the world’ while he 
devotes himself with devout enthusiasm to the representation of the 
mysterious beauty which it contains. The Old Testament teaches 
us to regard Creation as an embodiment of a Divine thought, marred 
by the self-assertion and fall of its temporal sovereign: the New 
Testament teaches us to see it brought again potentially to harmony 
with God through the Blood of Him who is its Eternal Author and 
Head (Col. i. 1423), 


The Gospel therefore seeks the service of Art in the sensible 


asserted. proclamation of its message. The spirit must clothe itself in some 
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way, and the dress may help to emphasise salient features in that 

which it partly veils. No doubt it is true that the spirit can in any 

case illuminate that in which it is confined; but it is no less true 

that it has a necessary tendency to fashion its own shrine, even as 

the soul ‘doth the body make.’ 

The early controversy as to the outward appearance of the Lord neue 

illustrates this twofold truth’, Some argued from the description of the con- 
‘the servant of the Lord’ that the Son of man had ‘no form or oo 


views as to 
comeliness,’ ‘no beauty that we should desire Him.’ And others Eo 


appear- 
replied that it could not. but be that perfect holiness should become @n¢e. 


visible in perfect beauty. To the spiritual eye, we feel, there would 
be no final antagonism in the two statements. And Art by spiritual 
sympathy is able to guide the spectator to a right vision of that 
which is not naturally discerned. 

Or, to present the same thought from the opposite side, as all Artreveals 
Art brings the ideal, in some sense, before us in a material form, pee riay 
and preserves for earth a definite place in the present order, so 
Christian Art is characterised by the endeavour to present ‘in many 
parts and in many fashions’ that view of Creation wherein it is 
shewn in ‘earnest expectation’ ‘waiting for the revelation of the 
sons of God’ (Rom. viii. 19). In other words Christian Art treats 
its subject as that which has partly lost and is partly striving 
towards a divine type, not self-complete and not an end, and seeks 
to make clear the signs of the true character and the true goal of all 
with which it deals, It is directed not to humanity and nature 
in themselves, but to humanity and nature as revelations of the 
Divine. 

Such an effort is obviously of universal application. Christian Christian- 
Art, like Christianity itself, embraces all life. The inspiration of the #7,%0°8 


not alter 
new birth extends to every human interest and faculty. Christian he aes 
Art, as Christian, does not differ from classical Art in range of 
subject but in its prevailing treatment. It will indeed happen again 


and again that ‘the soul naturally Christian’ unconsciously fulfils 


1 On the appearance of the Lord compare the Oxford translation of Tertullian, 
‘note I, pp. 252 ff. 


350 


THE RELATION OF CHRISTIANITY TO ART. 


its high office of spiritual interpretation in classical works, but 
Christian Art exists by and for this. And there is nothing to which 
the office does not apply, nothing in which it does not find scope for 


exercise. The joys and sorrows and energies of men, the manifold 


forms and varying moods of nature, all have their ‘religious’ aspect, 


if religion be, as it assuredly is, the striving towards the unity of 


- man, the world, and God. Music, which is, as it were, the voice of 


Opposing 
influences. 


Unequal 
advances 
of Chris- 
tian Art. 


the society, and architecture which is as its vestment, have in all 
their applications a religious power. This Christianity affirms as its 
postulate, and by affirming determines its relation to Art. 

The fulfilment of this universal claim, as has been already said, 
will be necessarily slow. The conquest of life for Christ is gradual 
and not without reverses. New forces are not subdued without a 
struggle, and old forces, which have been subdued, not unfrequently 
rise up again in dangerous rebellion, More than once the fanatical 
iconoclasm of a false Judaism, and the sensual nature worship of a 
false Hellenism, have troubled the development of Christian Art. 
No struggle indeed has been fruitless ; but even now we cannot dare 
to say that the office of Art is frankly acknowledged, or the exercise 
of Art spiritually disciplined. 

The development of Christian Art has been gradual, and it has 
been unequal in different branches. The social Arts, if I may so 
describe them, Music and Architecture, were soon welcomed by the 
Church and pursued in characteristic forms. It is not too much to 
say that modern Music is a creation of the Church 3 and the con- 
tinuous and rich growth of Christian architecture up to the Renais- 
sance in types of varied beauty is in itself a sufficient proof of the 
power of the Faith to call out and train the highest genius in Art, 
The advance of painting and sculpture was checked perhaps in a 
great degree by the influence of Eastern asceticism. Both were 
treated as subsidiary to architecture, which was preeminently the 
Art of the Middle Ages; but some of the single statues of the x11th 
century contain a promise, not yet fulfilled, of a Christian Art 
worthy to crown that of Greece. Meanwhile a new style of painting 


was being prepared by the illumination of manuscripts, in which not 
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only scenes and persons but small natural objects, flowers and insects, 
were treated with the utmost tenderness and care. Here again the 
Renaissance checked the direct ‘development of the twofold promise 
over which the student lingers in admiration and hope as he regards 
at Bruges side by side the works of Van Eyck and Memling. 

The forces of the Renaissance have not yet been completely Disturbing 
assimilated. The wealth of ancient material then poured at once fee : 
before Christian Artists hindered their normal progress; but they 24issance. 
have moved since along their proper lines and the Past contains the 
assurance that ‘all things’ are theirs, 

So much at least the history of Christianity fairly shews, that 
nothing which is human lies beyond its range. It lays the greatest 
stress upon practical duties, upon ‘the good part’ of moral discipline, 
but none the less it finds place for the satisfaction of what we regard 
as less noble instincts. The single incident recorded in the Gospels 
in which the Lord received a costly offering seems to illustrate the 
principles which hallow even the simplest gratifications of sense. — 

When Mary lavished the precious spikenard over the Head and The Evan- 
Feet of her Master, ‘the house,’ St John tells us, ‘was filled with pelo get: 
the odour of the ointment.’ It was natural that the thought of the 
apostles should find expression by the lips of Judas. ‘Why was not 
this ointment sold for three hundred pence and given to the poor?’ 
‘To what purpose was this waste?’ And the judgment was given: 
‘Verily I say unto you, wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in 
the whole world, there shall also this that this woman hath done, be 
told for a memorial of her.’ The fragrance was most transitory, but 
it was diffusive: the waste was most complete, but it gave clear 
witness of love, of that highest love of which the chief reward is 
that it should be known that its object inspired the devotion of 
perfect sacrifice. So it is with every work of Christian Art. It 
aims not at a solitary but at a common enjoyment: it seeks to make 
it clear that all to which it is directed has a spiritual value able to 


command the completest_service 's 


1 This is the lesson of the soul in ‘'Makemeacottage in thevale,”’shesaid, 
The Palace of Art: ‘‘ Where I may mourn and pray. 
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IV. 


Christianity, it has been seen, claims the ministry of Art in the 
whole field of life. What then is the peculiar office of Art? It is 
in a word to present the truth of things under the aspect of beauty, 
to bring before us the ‘world as God has made it’ where ‘all is 
beauty.’ The fulfilment of this office involves the exercise not only 
of insight but of self-control, Man and nature are evidently dis- 
ordered. The representation of all the phenomena of life would not 
be the representation of their divine truth. Love therefore, a look- 
ing for the highest good of the whole, will guide and limit the search 
after beauty to which Art is directed. : 

In the imitative arts, painting and sculpture, the effort to make 
visible the truth of God in man and in nature is immediate and 
direct, In the creative arts, music and architecture, the effort is to 
find an expression, an embodiment, harmonious with the truth of 
things for elementary emotions and wants. Men in society seek a 
common voice, a common home: the hymn and the temple belong to 
the first stage of the state. But in these arts there is necessarily 
more freedom and variety than in those which are directly imitative, 
The application of the general laws of Art to them is complicated by 
many physical influences, It is best then to endeavour to determine 
the office of Art by a consideration of the imitative arts, and speci- 
ally of painting which is both richer than sculpture in its effects and 
wider in its range. 

In three most suggestive studies of painters of the Renaissance 
Browning has marked with decisive power the mission of Art, and 
the grounds of its failure. He has not crowned the series by a por- 
traiture of the ideal artist, but it is not difficult to gather his linea- 
ments from the sketches of the other three, In ‘Fra Lippo Lippi’ 
the poet vindicates the universality of Art answering to the fulness 
of life, and yet plainly indicates the peril which lies in this frank 


Yet pull not down my palace towers,  Perchance I may return with others 
that are there 


So lightly, beautifully built: When I have purged my guilt.” 
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recognition of ‘the value and significance of flesh.’ In ‘Andrea del 
Sarto’ he shews the power of faultless execution neutralised by the 
deliberate acceptance of a poor and selfish motive. In ‘Pictor igno- 
tus,’ the loftiest ideal and the fullest power of imagination and exe- 
cution are supposed to be combined, but the artist shrinks from 
facing a world sordid proud and unsympathising, and buries his work 
in obscurity. 


/ 


It would not be possible to describe ihe artist’s feeling more truly Fra Lippo 


than in Lippi’s words; Lippi. 


This world’s no blot for us 
Nor blank: it means intensely, and means good: 
‘To find its meaning is my meat and drink, 


So it is that for him to see the world is to see 


The beauty and the wonder and the power, 
The shapes of things, their colours, lights and shades, 
Changes, surprises—and God made them all... 
.- paint any one, and count it crime 
To let a truth slip. 
If it be said that nature is before us, and that -the artist can 
neither surpass nor reproduce it, the answer is complete: 
we're made so. that we love 
First when we see them painted, things we have passed 
Perhaps a hundred times nor cared to see;... 
.. Art was given for that: 


God uses us to help each other so, 
Lending our minds out. 


It is therefore faithless disloyalty to the Creator to seek to ‘paint 
the souls of men’ by disparaging their bodies. Even if such a thing 
as soulless beauty were possible, the devout spectator would ‘find 
the soul he wants within himself, when he returns God thanks.’ 

These pregnant words describe the manifold field of Art, its pecu- 
liar interpretative power, and its moral effect, but in connexion with 
a perfect, an unfallen, world. They take no account of the sorrows 
and failures which come from ‘what man has made of man’; and the 
circumstances under which they are spoken give powerful emphasis 
to the reality of that disorder in life which imposes on Art the neces- 
sity of discipline. There must indeed be no violent suppression of 

W. 23 
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any part of true nature in the endeavour to gain the highest lesson 


of earth, but the divine meaning must be sought through the traces 


of the divine ideal, so that the artist ‘makes new hopes shine through 


Andrea 
del Sarto. 


Pictor 
ignotus. 


the flesh they fray.’ 

The failure of Lippi springs from a reaction against convention- 
ality. In the assertion of the divine glory of Nature he overlooks 
the reality of corruption, The failure and the success of Andrea 
del Sarto are of a different kind, There is in him no sense of an 
illimitable progress of Art as it ‘interprets God to men.’ ‘T can do,’ 


he says, ‘do easily, 
what I know, 
What L see, what at bottom of my heart, 
I wish for, if I ever wish so deep.’ 


The last words give the clue to his position, He has deliberately, 
irrevocably, limited his ideal by an unworthy passion. In earth and 
in heaven, as he looks forward, he accepts defeat as the consequence: 
so he chooses. He has fettered himself and strives to think that_ 
‘God laid the fetter.’ 

But none the less he is conscious that his matchless power was 
given him for something nobler. He recognises truer greatness in 
pictures less perfect than his own, The complete fulfilment of his 
design is his condemnation: 


a man’s reach should exceed his grasp, 
Or what’s a heaven for? all is silver grey, 
Placid and perfect with my art—the curse! 


He has said of the Madonna, which was but the image of his wife, 
It is the thing, Love! so such things should be— 
but yet looking back to the early and unsullied days he thinks, ad- 


dressing Lucrezia, how he 
could paint 
One picture, just one more—the Virgin’s face, 
Not your’s this time! 


The artist has need of discipline; he has need of devotion to an 
unattainable ideal: he has need also of un-selfregarding courage. The 
pathos of earthly passion in the confession of Andrea is less touching 
than the self-effacement of ‘the unknown painter,’ who, conscious of 


power and purpose, keenly alive to the joy of triumphs which he 
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might secure, yet shrinks from the cold hard criticism of the crowd, 
‘as from the soldiery a nun,’ and chooses for his works silent un- 
noticed decay. He has failed to acknowledge the reality of his. 
mission. The question for him was not how men would judge hin, 
whether ‘their praise would hold its worth,’ but whether he had a 
trust to discharge, different from that monotonous task which he 
took to himself, painting 
...the same series, Virgin, Babe and Saint, 
With the same cold, calm, beautiful regard. 

‘It might have been that ‘merchants would have trafficked in his 
heart’; but they could not have disguised the heart’s teaching. It 
might have been that his pictures would have lived with those who 


count them for garniture and household-stuff, 


‘but no dull eye could have extinguished the light of his interpreta- 
tion of life. The work of the artist is a battle, not without loss and 
suffering, and he must bear its sorrows, just as he must exercise the 
patient self-control of one who has to recover an image partly marred 
and defaced, and to keep in vigorous activity his loftiest aspiration. 

All nature, all life, so far as it can be presented under the form Beauty. 
of beauty, is the field of Art. But the beauty which is the aim of {9 divine 
Christian Art is referred to a divine ideal. It is not ‘of the world,’ spat of 
as finding its source or its final measure there, but ‘of the Father,’ as Art. 
corresponding to an unseen truth, The visible to the Christian eye 
is in every part a revelation of the invisible. The artist, like the 
poet, sees the infinite in things, and, under the conditions of his 
works, suggests it. 

So far the artist’s pursuit of beauty is limited. The boundaries Positive 
within which he is confined will not always be the same, but they Harrah 
will always have‘ the same relation to moral discipline. They will discipline, 
correspond with the circumstances of the time. And the discipline 
of sense has a positive and not only a negative value. It brings 
into healthy action a power of goodness which a rigid asceticism 
keeps unused and tends to destroy. In this way Christianity is able 
to give back, as has been already indicated, what was lost by the 


corruption of the old Aryan passion for Nature. All that was at 


The artist 
interprets 
and em- 
bodies. 
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first referred to limited divinities is shewn to be essentially an ex- 
pression of one Divine Will: The spiritual ‘signs may be greatly 
obscured: they may not be in every case distinctly discoverable ; 
but the assurance of the significance and purpose of the whole cannot 
but illuminate the study of every part. 

And while the field of Christian Art is in one sense limited by 
the recognition of a spiritual destiny of all its fruits, it is, in another 
sense, unlimited, The understanding of Nature is deepened and 
enlarged with the progress of life. Every discovery as to the history 
of creation, sooner or later, places new forces in the artist’s hands, 
It may be some detail as to the formation of rocks, some law as to 
the arrangement of leaves and branches, some phenomenon of light 
or vapour, which has been more firmly seized; and shortly the 
painter’s interpretation of the landscape will offer a fuller truth. 
The instructed eye will discern the importance of some minute effect 
and the artistic instinct will know how to convey it to the ordinary 
spectator’, 

For the artist has both to interpret and to embody. He has to 
gain the ideal of his subject and then he has to present it in an 
intelligible shape. He has to give the right effect and to call out 
the right feeling. He has, as it were, to enter within the veil, and 
coming forth again to declare his heavenly visions to men. He 
is not a mirror but a prophet. The work of the photographer may 
help him, but it in no sense expresses his aim, which is not repro- 
duction but translation. He has abdicated the office of an artist 
who simply repeats for the mass of men what they see themselves. 
The artist bids them behold the ideal as it is}his privilege to realise 
it. He strives to make clear to others what his keener sensibility 
and penetrating insight have made visible to him, There is, as in 
every true poem, an element of infinity in his works, They suggest 


something beyond that which they directly present: something to be 


1 When the Turner Collection was _ following effect: ‘N.B. The under-side 
first exhibited at Marlborough House, of a laurel leaf does not shine.’ It 
I remember examining a sketch-book would be interesting to know how 
which contained some studies of laurel Turner conveyed the effect which De 
bushes. At the side was a note tothe noticed. 
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looked for, and felt after, thoughts which they quicken but do not 


satisfy. So it is that 
Art may tell a truth 
‘Obliquely, do the thing shall breed the thought, 
Nor wrong the thought. 


This consideration places in a true light the danger of the Peril of 
popular realism in Art. There is a charm, no doubt, in being fore 
enabled to see some scene far removed from us in time or place as it 
would have presented itself to an ordinary observer; but exactly 
in proportion to the grandeur of the subject such a superficial 
portraiture is likely to be misleading. The spectator is tempted 
to rest in that which he understands at once ; and the loftier though 
vague impression which he had before is lost and not assisted by the 
external details which profess to give the literal truth. Or, to put 
the truth in another light: the divine act was fitted to convey the 
divine meaning at the time of its occurrence, in relation to those 
who witnessed it, but a realistic representation could not give the 
same impression to a different age, | 

This is signally the case with scenes in the Gospel History. The in scrip- 
early Church by a right instinct refrained from seeking any direct seater 
representation of the Lord. It was felt that the realistic treatment 
of His Person could not but endanger the living sense of the 
Majesty which the Church had learnt to recognise. By no effort 

/ could the spectator in a later age place himself in the position of the 
disciples before the Passion and the Ascension, The exact repro- 
duction, if it were possible, of what met their eyes would not 
produce on him the effect which they experienced. The scene would 
require artistic interpretation in order that the idea might be pre- 
served, 

A great artist can alone determine what the law of interpreta- Ilustra- 


tions from 
tion must be, and even then he will not himself always obey Volt nererente 


ment of 
the Ma- 


Madonna and the Crucifixion, may serve to bring out the thought donna, 


which I wish to emphasise. In the Madonna della Seggiola Raffaelle 


Two illustrations taken from the commonest of sacred subjects, the 


has given an exquisite natural group of a Mother and Child, over- 


flowing with human tenderness, affection and proud joy, and we look 
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no further: in the Madonna di San Sisto he has rendered the idea 
of divine motherhood and divine Sonship in intelligible forms. No 
one can rest in the individual figures. The tremulous fulness of 
emotion in the face of the Mother, the intense far-reaching gaze of 
the Child, constrain the beholder to look beyond. For him too the 
curtain is drawn aside: he feels that there is a fellowship of earth 
with heaven and of heaven with earth, and understands the meaning 
of the attendant Saints who express the different aspects of this 
double communion. It may well be doubted whether the Crucifixion 
is in any immediate shape a proper subject for Art. The image of 
the Dead Christ is foreign to Scripture, Even in the record of the 
Passion Death is swallowed up in Victory. And the material repre- 
sentation of the superficial appearance of that which St John shews 
to have been life through death defines and perpetuates thoughts 
foreign to the Gospel. The Crucifixion by Velasquez, with its over- 
whelming pathos and darkness of desolation, will shew what I mean’. 
In every trait it presents the thought of hopeless defeat”. No early: 
Christian would have dared to look upon it. Very different is one 
of the earliest examples of the treatment of the Crucifixion on the 
Sigmaringen Orucifix*. In that life, vigour, beauty, grace, the open 
eye, and the freely outstretched arm, suggest the idea of loving and 
victorious sacrifice crowned with its reward. This is an embodiment 
of the idea: the picture of Velasquez is a realisation of the appear- 
ance of the Passion. 

If the view of Art which has been given is correct, its primary 
destination is public and not private, and it culminates in worship. 
Neither a great picture nor a great poem can be for a single possessor. 
So it has been at all times when Art has risen to its highest triumphs. 
But as an element of worship Art must be seen to be distinctly 
ministerial. In every form, music, painting, sculpture, it must point 


beyond the immediate effect. As long as it suggests the aspiration 


1 A small engraving is given in flict as over before the physical Death: 
Mrs Jameson’s History of the Lord, ii. wa ri pe éyxarédures ; 
205. ® Mrs Jameson’s History of the Lord, 
2 The Lord’s words in the Gospel ii, 330. Itis, I fear, doubtful whether 
narrative speak of the uttermost con- the youthful figure is correctly given. 
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‘to Thy great glory, O Lord,’ it is not only an offering, but a guide 
and a support. When it appears to be an end idolatry has begun. 

The artist, we have seen, must use every fresh help and dis- 
covery : he must make evident new thoughts or illuminate thoughts 
which are imperfectly understood. It is clear therefore that he 
cannot follow one constant method in the fulfilment of his office. 
His work will be accomplished according to the conditions of his 
time. He will choose that mode of presenting the truth that he 
sees which is on the whole likely to be most effective. As a teacher, 
with a limited and yet most noble range of subjects, he will consider 
how he can best serve his age. Nothing short of this conviction can 
overcome the influence of fashion, or sustain that resolute purpose 
which bears temporary failure. 

I have touched only upon the highest forms of creative Art. The 
principles by which these are animated apply also with necessary 
modifications to the humbler types of decorative art. The problems 
which these raise are in many respects more difficult and of wider 
application than those connected with the artistic interpretation of 
nature and life. It is no affectation to speak of the moral influence 
of colours and shapes in the instruments and accessories of every- 
day life. Here also there is room for a manifold apprehension and 
embodiment of truth. If once thoughtfulness of workmanship could 
be placed in general estimation before richness of material, a legiti- 
mate and fruitful field would be opened for domestic art. When 
Greek Art was greatest it was consecrated to public use; and one 
chief danger of modern society is lest the growth of private wealth 
should lead to the diversion of the highest artistic power from the 
common service, and at the same time leave the appropriate labours 
of domestic art unencouraged. 

This however is not the place to pursue the questions which are 
thus opened for inquiry. It is enough to have shewn that Christian 
Art is a necessary expression of the Christian Faith; that the early 
antagonism of Christianity to ancient Art was an antagonism to the 
idolatry, the limited earthliness, of which it was the most complete 


expression ; that from the first beginnings of the Faith there were 
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strivings after an Art-which should interpret nature and life as a 
revelation of God, leading the student through the most patient and 
reverent regard of phenomena to the contemplation of the eternal ; 
that the consecration of Art, involved in the facts of the Christian. 
Creed, limits the artist only i in the sense that a clear exhibition of 
the ideal saves the beholder from following wayward and selfish 
fancies. 

The works of the greatest masters of the Middle Ages, of the 
greatest masters of the Renaissance, and the statement holds good 
still, shew how constantly foreign elements, fragments of the old life, 
not wholly transfigured, intrude themselves in that which as a whole © 
belongs to a new order. Here perhaps traces of sensuousness, there 
traces of unlicensed satire, reveal disturbing forces in the artist’s 
soul which are yet powerful enough to make themselves felt. But it 
is true, I believe, without exception that the noblest works, those on 
which we look with the deepest gratitude, drawing from them new 
powers of spiritual vision, new convictions of a spiritual world about 


us, are those which are most Christian. 
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